A Eulogy on the - Great Klng Prlthvmarayan Shiah
' "By C. R. Swammathan
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So says Dandin in his Kavyadarsa. “The
figure of - the fame of ancient kings; having
got reflected in the mirror of belles lettres
continues to maintain the image even after
those kings are no more alive.” Great perso-
nalities, particularly benevolent rulers of the
past have attained immortality through the ma-
gic touch of the poetic muse. One such persona-
lity in the history of Nepal is that of Prithvi-
narayai Shah, founder of the present ruling
dynasty of Nepal and the great unifier of
this Himalayan couniry. Mauy acontemporary
‘and later poet has sung - the glories of the
‘life of this adventurous- Gorkha -leader "and
many a story is current even to- this day
centring around his dynamic  personality.
Prithvindra-varnanodaya-is a poem in eulogy of
the great leader of men written by a contem-
porary poet Lalitavallabha - Kavi.

A manusc:fipt’ of this work is preserved in
‘the National Archives of Nepal at Kathman-
du, bearing the number 1_195 (formerly of
the Bir Pustakalaya). It represents the entire
text comprising 102 verses divided into three
chapters besides a post-script. Thete is every
reason to believe that the manuscript under
discussion is the original one written by the
poet’s own hand and submitted to the king for
perusal. The other work of the same author
on the conquest of Bhaktapur by Prithvinarayan
Shah, entitled ““Bhaktarijaya Kavya’ has alrea-
dy been published!. The post-script appen-
ded to the manuscript under discussion states
that the author was disappointed when he
first presented the poem to the king for the

-quite probable

latter, pressed for time, was scarcely -able to
more than run his eyes over its pages. It is
that Lalitavallabha -. resub-
mitted- it to the: monarch: along which - the
post-script. which records his frustration . as

follows :—:_ )
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‘In these lines the poet clearly states that

‘he ‘had composed Bhaktavijaya and Prithvindra
-Varnanodaya in  praise of the king,

since
his poetic talents were inspired by the qua-
lities . of the mionarch to undertake the endea-
vour. Both of these works were presented to
him in the hope that they would claim  his
attention, and even perusal. « '

The fact that they were only looked at
and were not heard (read) caused him conSI-
derable mental anguish.

He further states that there is nothing to
compare with the frustration a poet feels
when his composition is not appreciated :~
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“Fire can be put out by waters and the
burning hunger can be quenched by a quick
supply of food. The fire of futility of one’s
poetic efforts cannot be put out either by
water or by feod.”

It is quite probable that, soon after capturing
power. from the three local monarchs of Kan-

1. S. No. 27 of Gorkha Granthamala, V.S. 2009, with Sanskrit commentary by Yogi Naraharinath.
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tipur, Bhaktapur and Patan, respectively, ‘the
unifier became very busy in settling down and
establishing his sway over the new territories
and ‘consolidating his position and - naturally
perhaps he could not spare as much time as
the author would have desired for such works
of leisure as poetry. It is also  probable that a
dynamic warrior like Prithvinarayan Shah could
hardly find the leisure to listen to inclination
and platitudes or put up with sycophancy. Or it
may be that the king who had a refined taste for
things of value did nothave the patience orframe
of, mmd to suffer the prosalc and stereotyped
ﬂattery of a court poet. Though it is not po-
sstble to be definite as to why the poetical
works of Lahtavaﬂabha failed to conceive ade-
quate attentlon from the king, it may be stated
at once that none of the above conjectures
are meant to’ be fittle the literary talents of
the poet in" the €yes of the readers . As a
matter of fact, both in the Bhaktavijaya and
Prithvindra- Varnanodaya, there are pumerous
instances where the author’s . unagery, ablhty
of 1deas and thoughts and capacity for artistic
expr‘essron dre fully revealed, and some of
these are dealt .with.below, :

" That Prlthvmarayan Shah as’ “an mtrepld
soldler and an astute polmclan did ‘not care
for the mcetles of “life “is “evident from ‘the
1nscr1ptlon at'the ‘entrance of the’ Vasantapur
palace whrch reads as follows: L
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He was not llke so many other rulers whol'

took life easy by 1ndulgence in gambllng, women

or- Just relaxation. If one rec\ds the post—scrlpt‘
.the background_-

of . Lalztavallabha, . bearmg
outhned above “in, mind can appreciate the
fate of the works dedlcated ‘to_the king and
sympathise . . with. the poet S . frustratron
expressed in it in undertone

The poem under consideration. consists of

102 verses .and . an addltlonal verse 1n the form_

¥

of a colophon as against- 108 verses inthe
Bhal\tavyaya Kavya It is divided into three
chapters, the first being “Sakala Ripukala
Dhvamsana” or “The Vanquishing of All
Enemy Groups”, consisting of 70 verses.
The first 21 verses deal with the ancestry and

birth of Prithvinarayan Shah and * his
four brothers; ‘and his -ascendency to the
throne of ‘Gorkha on the demise of

his* father, Narabhupala' Shah. The latter
is described as a powerful but very pious
monarch devoted to Mother Goddess, He ascen-
ded the throne when he was still a boy due to
the untrmely demise of his’ father, Birabhadra
Shah and the old age  of" his grandfather
Prlthv1pat1 Shah. His munificience to the poor
and the" needy is speclaliy pralsed by the poet
m the followmg lmes
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. (Verse II)

There is a reference to the:siipefnatural
powers of this king with which he wasable to cu-
re, dumbness ‘and Ieprosy ThlS has s been *
stated in the Narabhupala stotra’ (Natnonal
Archrves MS No {—‘g -131) almostrn srmrlar

terms by Jaganmvasa Kaw
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| Thls Jagannlvasa clalms to be the d1sc1p1e
of (Jokula Vl]asa s elder brother (vﬁgaﬁmwr-

sroreey FraTSEe: )

, Gokula Vilasa was the preceptor of Nara-
bhup a _Shah for 1n1t1aung the latter in - the
Mantra Sastra ~according to’ " Lalitavallabha,
So t can be concluded that Jaganmvasa Kaw
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was @ younger contemporary ofE,lSarabhupala

was blcssed wrth a son who was destmed to
plqy a. decmvely srgmﬁcant role m hlstory m
the days.to come; T
the. popular behef that God NarayanalHrmself
was _bhorn: as Pr1thvrnarayan Shah. - He con:
tinues: this metaphor throughout the poem and
it s rurther extended to 1ndent}fy his four
brethers wrth the four lepalas or. Lords of
the Quarters Uddama Krrtl Shah is. descrrbed
as the Avatar of Indra Dalamardaua Shah
that of Yama; Dalajit Shah as the incarnation
of Varuua-and :Surapratapa Shah-as- that -.of
Kubera. vThe - poet-- also.- devotes the entrre
second chapter for comparmg Prlthvmarayan )
achievements to those of the ten incarnations

_ throne at the dem1se of hrsfather and began wrth

a determmatron to umte the numerous s all'

kmgdoms of the Hrmalayan reglon under h1s
sway. For this he made elaborate preparatrons
for some -years. (7 .years . accordmg to. some
hrstorrans) and it was 1n 1749 ‘that he’ atin-
ched himself upon ‘an' expedition towards
Nuwakot.: In spite .of the strong resistance
offered, by Jayaprakash Malla of Kantrpur he
succeceded in capturmg the fort of Nuwakot
and estabhshed himself there by consttucting
a palace It was here that his -two -sons
Pratapa Singha Shah and Bahadur Shah were
born . The, poet remembers to describe the
new—boru prmce as the human incafnation

of the kaustubha jewel which' is mseparable'

from the chest of Narayana

_Yv,

Prrthvmarayan Shah’s first attempt to cap-

ture Kantipur skrpped over by the poet by
merely saying that he could sow seeds

of dissension among the triumvirate of Kanti-

o sivAmeient :Nepal

piir,  Ealitpur.and: Bhaktapur . Suspeeting .that
Mukandd: - Sen..» ¢ King: +of : rMalﬁwanP‘qT)a
though:: a brothes—in-law .-of :his - has - some
allegiange to: the :Malla- . rulers:.ef.. Nep:
Prithvinarayan Shah: attacked and vanquished
Bikram: - Sena; the king: of- Makwanpur .and
held hnn captrve along with- his family- -
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( Verse

- _The story goes that Prrthvmarayan S_ \
pmvo,ked to attack Makwanpur because Jhis
brothe.—m law Brkram Sena had turned down
wrth cpntempt hrs reguest for supply of an
elephant The poet though not openly suppor~
tmg thrs tradltron, makes a sarcastrc reference

terrrtory of Makwanpur, he was gettrng hun—
dreds of hrgh class elephants every year T
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The annexation “of - Makwaupur brought
Prithvinarayan . Shah for _the. first time. in
dlrect confrontatlon wrth the polrtrcal powers .in
Indra The poet refers to the mterventlon of
amran g+ .Or Mir Qaslm who _came with
a large army to re-capture Makwanpur but
was thoroughly defeated by the Gorkha army.
After “‘consolidating  “his “‘position “in ' the
Makwanpur -area and exhilariting his ‘prowess
in -bringihg - about .the -discomfiture of - ‘the
powerful Mir Qasim Prlthvmarayan Shah once
agam turned his attention towards the- valley
He captured Kirtipur as a first step. ‘Even-
whern he: reached Kirtipur ‘and ruthlessly des:
troyed his' enemies, the three” kings of - the:
Kathmandu valley- became pamcky “Father
Gurseppe describes it - almost in similar - Tine'
when he says -“The merciless attack of Kiritpur’
struck terror in others: and none- daréd to’
incur the wrath of the Grokha chief™.

The poet narrates’ - that Prrthvmarayan
Shah offered” prayers to the local “deities “like’
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Gokarneswara, Sikhara Yogim, Vajya Yogina,
Guhyesvari, and Pasupati etc. before embar-
king vpon the attack on Kantipur. For the

first time in Nepal, he used the gun in warfare
in this compaign. It is said’thaf; hé* obtained =~

some of the modern weapons of warfare
from * his father-in-law  Abhiman:: Sifgh,” a
Rajput cheiftain at Banaras, before he launched

his second attack on Kantipur. The poet refers’

to! the -guns in’ his -own language -as-sfwRGIA-
st The fact: that +it-produced both:fire and
a loud feport, confitms that the term is used
to mean’ the" gun ~Later also, whenever he
refers to this a-gazga he' mentions the enormous
norse Jt created When the" c1ty was under
srege Jayaprakasa Malla, in ‘order to avoid
the fate that befell the king “of- Makwanpur,
escaped in’ the darkness of nlght under dlsgulse
Hearing this news, ‘the king’ of Lalitpur; “Teja
Malla followed suit and both of them secretly
took refuge with Ranajlt Malla of Bhaktapur:
Informed of this by his spies, Prithvinarayana
Shah dccrded to invest Bhaktapu1 so thatall the
three ad versaries could bedealt with at once.After
his triumph’ in the resuitant campaign, Prithvi~
narayan Shah entered the city and took both
the rulers of Bhaktapur and Lalitpur as captives,
Jayaprakasha Malla ‘of Kathmandu having
laid down his life in battle, Ranajit' Malla of
Bhaktapur expressed his desire to spend the rest.
of his life in'meditation at Varanasi, which was
readily granted just as Mahabali was allowed to
stay in patala after his discomfiture by Vrshnu
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With the treasuries and riches ofthe newly

¥ -

annexed territory of Bhaktapur Prithvinarayana
Shah proceeded to preform yagjnasin which he
offered liberal gifts in propitiation of gods,
sages and manes . '

The rest of the” poem consists of poetlc

. pralse of the king and is not very important
" from the ‘historical point of view. From the

sketchy historical material available in the first
chapter of this work, it becomes obvious that
the poet has handléd ‘the:{hiéme not from the
point of view of a historian but as a mere
¢ourt: poet. -But one glaring omission. has:how-
ever, fo 'be taken note of. Tradltron has it
that :Prithvinarayan Shah -was able to. seize
Kantipur_practically.. w;thout_ eneo_unt_errngﬁ any
resistance!, It is said -that it ‘was on the Indra-
jatra day: that the Gorkha ruler arrived . at
Kathmandu and he straight went to the
Hanuman Dhokha where the Kumari. Puja was
being celebrated. It is -also said that he Just
went and sat on the pedestal which was meant
for the Malla king; and the Kumari. (supposed
to be incarnation of the Goddess) applied
the traditional tilaka on his forhead unwitti_ngl_'y;
taking him -for the - Malla king. This
incident, apart from its dramatic 1mport con-
firmed: the victory of the Gorkhas over the
Mallas; and in a way prepared the popular
minds_sentimentally. to -accept the. suzerainty
of Prithvinarayana Shah. Itis curiously interest-
ing to note that Lalitavallabha’s narrative is
conspicuously silent on this matter. Normally he
would not have missed to mention it, particularly
in view of its dramatic impact and religious
aspects, if he had been at all aware of such an
incident. The authenticity of this story requires
therefore to be re-examined in the light ofiits
significant omission by Lalitavallabha.2

The poetic merits -of the work will be dealt
with in a subsequent issue.

1. “An Account of thc Kingdom of Nepal''- vide Asiatic researches vol.IIl; P.307 ff.

g

Ibid.

3. “Prithvinarayan almost walked into Kathmandu due to the Indrajatra in which the Nepalese were sunk”,
Vide 8. Levi: Le Nepal, £.272. )

4. The dramatic as well as political 1mpact not to speak of the relxgrous of this incident is unmista-
kable. No one, not particularly. a poet who had set himself to the task of chronicling these achievements of

" tae hero could be expected to miss the point. It may, therefore be considered if the popurarly belie=

ved account of the truimph of Prithvinarayan Shah was a later interpolation” ‘{dto tradition.



