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On Cultural Tourism

Manakamana: the goddess who fulfills the
wishes of the people

The temple of goddess Manakamana is
:ituated on the top of a hill known as Kafakdada.
“t is Jocated at Manakamana Village Development
Committee in Gorkha district. It is 106 k.m west of
Nathmandu and 94 k.m west of Pokhara. These days
“-ne can easily reach there by cable car from Kurintar.
=ince ancient times it is one of the most revered and
~isited pilgrimage sites. The temple is a traditional
Nepalese roofed temple. This is a two-tiered temple
with an outer ambulatory. It is very unique because
most of the temples with an outer ambulatory are
cither Siva or Vishnu temples except the temple of
\lanakamana. The two tire copper roof of the temple
and the woodcarvings in almost all the roof struts and
windows and doors have made it more beautiful and
attractive. To make it more eye catching red banners
and wind bells have been hanged below the roofs.
The temple has occupied the most prominent place
n the big courtyard of this complex. It is constructed
ov raising a plinth above the ground. In the roof of
:he first floor there are four kusalas or corner trusts
and sixteen other trusts. In these trusts the images
of Astamatirkas are engraved. Similarly in the roof
of the second floor of the temple there are also
twenty struts. The bronze flags called Patahs have
been hanged from the pinnacle down to the first
“loor of the roof. - Another attraction of this temple
is the tympanum of the main entrance. The image of
\Manakamana Devi with four hands has been carved
on it. On its upper portion there are images of Chepu
or legendary dragon and Nag.

It is believed that the king of Gorkha Prithivi
Pati Shah (BS.1734-BS.1773) had built this temple. But
some historians believe that it was built during the
time of King Ram Shah of Gorkha (BS.1671-BS1693).
The antiquity of this temple goes back to the period

- Dr. Shaphalya Amatya

of king Prithivi Narayan Shah, the founder of Shah
dynasty in Nepal. Available records say king Prithivi
Narayan Shah had established a trust in BS.1820 for
the worshipping of Manakamana and Bakreyshwar
Mahadev and feeding to pigeons every day. He had
also established another trust for worshipping by a
Vajracharya priests in its anniversary in BS.1825. The
bronze bell donated by King Prithivi Narayan was
broken and then in BS. 1950 priest Kul Man Thapa
had repaired it. Another inscription says the four
brothers Sur Bir, Kar Bir, Fauda Singh and Khagda
Singh erected gold gilded main gate way of the
temple in BS 1859, during the priesthood of Ranya
Thapa. The bronze bell erected by King Girwan
Yoddha in BS.1869 was broken, it was then repaired
by Kulman Thapa in BS 1950, and it is placed in a
rest house in the southern side. The upper roof of the
temple was made of copper sheets during the reign
King Surendra Bir Bikram in BS1928. According to
an inscription in BS 1961 Harsha Man Maharjan of
Sako tole of Patan donated a golden gate made by
Nuche Raj Vajracharya of Patan Gananbahal during
the priesthood of Kul Man Thapa. In BS2016 the tile
roof of the temple was deteriorated and corrugated
roof has substituted it. In BS2026 the corrugated roof
was replaced by copper roof during the reign of King
Mahendra.InBS.2026 onboth theroofsstrutsdepicting
various Astramatrika deities such as Brahamayani,
Vaisanavi, Maheswari, Indrayani, Kaumari and
so on have been placed. The temple complex has
numerous artifacts and decors majority of them are
bells donated by numerous individuals. It is one of
the richest temples in the country. It has 7659 ropanis
of land and 423 ropanis of land as its flower garden
and it has a compound of 34 ropanis as its property.



The main entrance is on the south. It has
carved lattice windows on both sides covered
by copper sheets. On both side of this door there
are embossed figures of Khavah or evil spirit in a
shape of a skeleton and other Gana or follower of
Lord Shiva. Similarly there are embossed figures of
Ganesh and Kumar on two sides of the door. Inside
the sanctum sanctorum one can see five non-iconic
images of the goddess in the form of solid rocks.
These non-iconic figures are worshipped as goddess
Manakamana, Bhairav, Ganesh, Kumari, Chamunda
and Betal. These non-iconic figures are placed under
a beautifully carved silver frame with tympanum.
In the midst of the tympanum there is a Garuda, on
both side there are Nag Kanya and Makaras. The
whole sanctum sanctorum is covered by silver with
beautiful carvings. Immediately outside the frame
there are two silver lion figures and on both side of
the entrance of the inner shrine there are carvings of
immortal eyes and Kalash. In this room embossed
figure of Durga and Kali have been hanged on the
wall. The attendants of the deity Bhairav on the

north-east and Mlgkata or Khava on the east both

of them are in non-iconic form have been placed
outside the temple gate.

In front of the main gate of the temple a lion
holding flag has been kept on the top of a stone
pillar. Similarly numerous bronze bells of different
sizes have been hanged on the stone stands. The
whole temple complex is stone paved. The open
veranda supported by twelve carved wooden pillars.
It has 1.41 meter wide circumambulation path. Every
piece of wood in this temple has carvings such as in
the capitals or methas of the pillars have peacock,
animals, creepers of plants, and some human figures.
Above the capitals in the beams or ninah there are
also carvings of various animals. On the cornice of the
first floor there are three lattice windows. The copper
roof of this floor is supported by sixteen carved struts
and four kusalas or winged horses. On the roof of the
second floor there are lattice windows each one in
four sides of the temple. The copper roof is supported
by sixteen carved struts and four kusalas. There are
four metal Bhairav figures in its four corners. Above
this roof there are four ceremonial mirrors known as
jvalanhayka and in the middle there is a gold gilded
pinnacle. Both the roofs are decorated by phaygah or

st

wind bells and jhallar or frills.

The temple of Manakamana has been
renovated for numerous times over the centuries.
The pujari or priest performs daily prayers and
ritual in the temple behind closed doors by offering
eggs, oranges, rice, red powder and strips of cloth
to the deities. Only after performing the daily ritual
worship of the deity by the priest, the shrine is opened
to the general public for performing their worship.
People believe Manakamana Devi fulfills the wishes
of her devotees, thus called the wish fulfilling deity.

According to a popular legend the queen of
King Ram Shah of Gorkha (AD. 1614-1636) possessed
divine powers. This secrecy of her was known to
only her most favorite devotee Lakhan Thapa. One
day this secrecy of the queen was discovered by the
king. The king saw his queen disguised as a goddess.
The king then revealed this secrecy to the queen but
he died immediately. The shocked queen committed
sati by jumping into his funeral pyre. Itis said that her
devotee Lakhan Thapa was very much grieved hy all

these happenings. He was lamenting tremendously

or profoundly. Then the dying.queen consoled her
devotee Lakhan saying that she would Yeappear
near hjs home soon. After six month when a farmer
was ploughing his field. He hit a stone and from the
cleaved part of it blood and milk started flowing. It
became great news and it only stopped when Lakhan
worshipped it with his tantric power. The present
Thapa Magar priests trace their relationship with the
legendary Lakhan Thapa. The present pujari or priest
is the 17th generation descendent of Lakhan Thapa.
Whatever the legend may be Goddess
Manakamana is considered as Champawati, the
queen of King Ram Shah of Gorkha. According to
Gorkha Vamsabali after the death of King Ram
Shah during the reign of his son Dambar Shah
Manakamana Devi has appeared. But according to
another source an application of a contemporary of
King Prithivi Narayan Shah named Gyankar Bada’s
son Bhawakar Bada a person named Dhan Deo
Gurung while digging Kafakya Dada for constructing
road goddess Manakamana has appeared.
Manakamana is also considered as goddess
Mahalaxmi. Its daily worshipping is performed by
a Thapa Magar priest according to tantric rituals.
But before that bath and simple worshipping is
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rerformed. The sacrifices of animals and birds are
zone only after performing tantric worshipping in
e morning. On every full moon day or Purnima,
Zada Dasain, Chaitra Dasain especial worshipping
:= performed by the Vajracharya priest of Jhaobahal,
Xathmandu. On every full moon day or Purnima
= goat is sacrificed as an offering from the state.
Ixcept on the eleventh day of every fortnight of
z lunar month known as Ekadashi and Aushi or
Amabashya or the fifteenth day of the dark half of
every lunar month sacrifices are performed here
every day. Goddess Manakamana is invited and
worshipped in the Samyak festival solemnized in
every twelve years. This is also a good example of
religious synchronism among the Nepalese. In fact
the goddess Mankamana is worshipped by both
Hindus and Buddhists with equal veneration. She
i= regarded as one of the seven sisters of Bharavi of
Nuwakot. She is also considered as one of the seven
sisters of Kalika of Gorkha.

Manakamana temple lies 12 Km south of
historic town Gorkha and Jocated on a_prominent

ridge (1302 meter above sea level) gxg;lpokmg the”
river vatleys of Trisuli (south) and Marsyangdi (west). i
The unique locgtion of the place is dramatized during

winter when the ridge appears as an island above the
sea of morning mist spectacular views include deep
valleys, terraced fields and the Manaslu-Himalchuli
and Annapurna ranges. In the past, the only access
to the region was by arduous climb of over five
kours but one can now visit the shrine in comfort by
Manakamana by cable car. The reward on reaching
the shrine is spiritually satisfying. But one thing
is clear that this facility of cable car has killed the
romance of trekking from Mugling to the temple site,
which takes around four to six hour journey.
Every Nepali aspires-to visit Manakamana at least
once in their life time. These days because of the cable
car the site has become an attraction to the foreigners
250 specially to the Indian tourists. The temple
i managed by Manakamana Area Development
Committee with the assistance of the trustees and
the priest. There are Sattals and Patis or rest houses
zround the temple precinct.

Since some years this majestic temple is facing
dangers from land slide and menace of rodents. The
Department of Archaeology (DOA) and the local

i

stake holders are trying to solve this problem. It
seems that the temple as a whole is sinking slowly.
The western side of the temple is in great danger. The
experts from the DOA have unanimously opined
that the whole temple should be demolished after
keeping total documentation and records, including
photographs, drawings, measurements etc. and

reconstructing. jt. Demolition and reconsiryctipp . .-

is not an easy task. There are always possibilities
of loosing rare and original artifacts and other

* antique materjals in the process. The DOA should
thoroughly examine ‘the monument whether- the” ~
total demolition is necessary or not. If the main

walls of the four sides of the temple are strong or )
could be made strong by strengthening them with
iron beams or concrete beams or by any other means
the restorer should do accordingly. Therefore, an
expert given responsibility for this project should
be very knowledgeable and experience in doing
such works. This temple is our national heritage.

_ There should not be any negligence andcmnpromlse

while reconstructing it. We shayld iy 4o retain

this temple. The pottion where the dammge Has been
done by the land slide strﬂng retention walls have to
be constructed and proper drainage facility should
be developed around the courtyard of the temple.
To my mind the best approach will be the Nepal
Government should form an expert committee to
guide, monitor and evaluate the reconstruction work.
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A Manuscript on Sunayasri Misra

It was often used to be heard from Newar
“rahmin community that they had in history one
“rahman “Kulangar”, a derogative term often
~ronounced by Newars to the nasty boy in the
~mily. The word loosely means the destroyer of

1eage. But why he was so important and famous is
1 interesting matter.
¢ Same way late Professor Asa Ram Shakya
-=ed to claim that he belonged to Brahmin lineage.
‘ow could a Brahman be a Kulangar and a Shakya
- a Brahmin, remained a question all the time [ could
“over guess and think this fact to be a true. Both the
~roblems have a common source of information and
=-lved the problem. :

During my tenure in Department of
<rchaeology some one in the last decade of twentieth
entury came with photocopy of a manuscript to
==t that transliterated and forcibly ordered me

accomplish the job to be done within two days.
~= seemed a high ranking official in some other
"zanisation who can bring earthquake under
= seat of Director General of the Department
Archaeology. The order was placed in most
: uthoritative way. Director General requested than
rdered me to accomplish the job as commanded
the fellow. I did the job and handed over the
~nsliteration copy to that authoritative man.
Later it was found that he was a Joint
~-cretary in the Office of the Parliament. That is
v his order was so strong to our Director General.
Tnough costly that time, I did one photocopy for me
- well which made this article possible today.
The photocopy, I transliterated and given to
=< fellow, never came out in the print any form any
nere. The man who ordered our Director General
- 2ls0 no more in this world now. So, I did venture
dig into the historicity of this manuscript. The
~gzinal manuscript should have been written by

- Sukra Sagar Shrestha

Cluie;

Sunayasri Misra

Sunayasri Misra himself because the start is done in
first person,.which was lost or laying in some where
in the corner. Hope! It will surface one day from
some one’s collection.

The present manuscript is found to be copied
afterwards by some one again. The manucript is
written in Newari script and consistently scribed
by single handed except few words added here
and there, The name of the scrib is not found but
the script is surely not contemporary to Sunayasri
Misra and also the language. The date used in the
manuscript is Sudrakadeva era quite rarely used in
Nepalese manuscripts.

The manuscript gives good account on
Sunayasri Misra who was devoted to Buddhism and
spent his entire life on the development of that. It



gives also historical account of Yampibahi (not Bihar)
in Patan. The vahi has also his statue. That is printed
here. This is perhaps only bahi having a statue of the
doner.

As has been advised by Sunayasri Misra, the
account of his geneology was kept on recording.
Though themanuscriptfound isnotcomplete by itself,
it is still important. The present copy ends with the
name Sudhyandraruchi. The manuscript at last was
found in collection of Asaram Sakya family. Therefore
hecould haveclaimed thathisancestorswere Brahmin
and he is discended from that Brahmin family.

The manuscript is presented here with
photoprint, transliteration into devnagari and
translated into English language, the analysis of the
content and the further details about Sunayasri and
Yampivihar will be presented in next article,

F wfm | @ ft g o femn, s 2fom,
nﬁmﬁmamwm,mai,mwmaﬂ
3 fasivaw .
mmmmwﬁmwmmlﬂmﬁm
AT A (&) o3
mmwmmmmsﬁmma
faffmT g ........%

W oam am q1, ot Fifedem. e A e sl 3
fafvaT A o LYy

g, T ST U, T I TEER TS TQ, 9 o o
FedTo A &

ug, Wwﬁ::ﬁrﬂm e fame @i W o
AHERTL ATSE T ..o
ﬁwwﬂmaﬂwwsﬁﬁwﬂmmw
THY . T,

Om Hail! Brahmim (by caste) Sunayasri Misra,
a resident of Kapilyanagara of panchala (country) in
the south (who was) passing his life happily with
his parents in his house, (all of a sudden) wishing
to make a pilgrimage to Benaras went to his mother
and father and asked for a farewell and arrived at
Benaras. Having clinsed himself dipping in the River
Ganga paid a visit to the lord Visesvara and all other
(Sacred) shrines and temples (there in Benaras).
He (then) came to know about a Brahmin (Pundit)
Sarvagya who was a learned Brahmin Pundit and
(thus) went near him and paid respect (as costumerly
done) and took him as a teacher and studied (under

him) about astrology, grammar and lexiography
(on Sanskrit). He stayed with him for five years as a
teacher and pupil.
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In the mean time (again) came to hear about
the North. Wishing to visit there set foot for that and
arrived in Nepal (valley). Immediately on arrival
(there) went to Swayambhu and paid homage to
that (and) also to Pasupati, Guhesvari, Gokarna and
Vajrajogini, (after paying homage to all these shrines
and temple) arrived in Lalitapuri (town) and went
(there) to stay in Kumbhesvara where (he) stayed
for two years and (in the meantime-there) heard
about the Himalayas and the region (beyond) Bhota



“ranshimalayan region) where big Lamas, learned
~es who knew even the events of previous life and

-zn foretell about next life inspired him (again) to -

-zve Nepal valley in order to make a trip towards
- orth (beyond the Himalayas) (wishing this) went
= to Bhota country (Tibet) and arrived in Lhasa,
“~en in the monastery (Drepung ? ) paid homage to
-~ Lord Shakyamuni (after paying homage) went
meet (Great) Lamas and also paid them respect
7 Tibetan style) and listened (all about and on the
--ligion and places of pilgrimage) also studied about
e mode of Tibetan (meaning and way of) Buddha,
“narma and Sangha. After learning all about,
+ished to be anointed in Lama Buddhism and thus
rzquested to become a Lama Bhichhu, Lama Guru
:nointed him a novice and named him Brahmacharya
Zaichhu Srisunayasri Mitra in place of Sunayasri
“ishra. Learning all about the religion, philosophy,
community and all science of life and death as
= nderstoodbin Lamaism, he became a disciple in the
~zmaism (went on studying the Dharma).
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Time was passing on, he was on and on in
== study, all of a sudden he came to know, it has
z.-eady been ten years that he has been in Tibet.
* thought came up in his mind. He has lived with
—-mas for ten years, he did stay in middle country
= Kapilyanagara) he passed five years in Benaras,
~= also did live (two) years in Nepal valley. He has
~+ed in all those three places (Benaras- Kathmandu
vzlev and Lhasa). Among all those three places he
z2ind the best place to live on is in Nepal valley

because- it is the land of gods and goddesses, all
sorts of rules from all angle is there in Nepal, it is
a great country (what Sunayasri Mitra thought)
Feeling this from all angles he found a country
(place) to live better is Nepal valley. Thinking this
much he went to his teacher Lama and bade farewell
(in Lamaist mode) and marched back to Kathmandu.
Arrived in Nepal valley. Immediately on arrival
went straight to Swayambhu and paid homage and
circumambulated the stupa, then came to Lalitapuri
and stayed in Yampivihar. Here wishing to construct
a vahil (and got tested an auspicious piece of land,
by an astrologer, then) that was found to the east
of Yampi stupa (one of an Asokan Stupa standing
on Northern part of Patan). In order to ask for this
piece of land, went to the king Rudradeva (who was)
living then in Maningala palace and offered silver 36
krash (Karsa) and one gwada (a unit of money) then
(the land was offered by the king that was requested
for: then comes land-deed paper-The tamasuk om
be its auspecious! sri sri on the year 752 of Sudarsa
devaraj year (sudrakadeva era). Hail! (This is the
land deed paper of) king Rudradeva offering the
land to a celibate monk Bhichhu Sunayasri Mitra
coming from Tibet (from beyond the Himalayas)
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Hail! In Matsyamandala (Name of a region)
among ninekasta (in among the nine fortified
settlement) on the south of Sumeru hill track, here
in the Jambudvipa, sahaloka dhatu (?) Bhadrakalpa
vaimanvantare, in iron age, at the center of the
Himalayas in the sacred land of Aryans within the
area of Vasuki (serpent king) in the valley of Nepal
near Swayambhu (that also) within the regnal
region of aryavalokitesvara (land of Bumgadyo) to
the west of Manisfone (also in western side) (but)
north of Prabhavati and to the east of five rivers (and
situated) at the south of Bagmati (river) in among
this, sacred land in the city of Lalitapura. This also,
laying to the north of Manikumara, to the south of
the street of Iti, to the north (leading to) stupa street
to the east of the place of Yampi stupa. After testing
(the purity of land) all the conserational rituals of
Kilanadi, Bighnaharana and Nadivandha then-
the consecration of land purification also is done
followed by the rituals of asking for the land (with the
king) performed. Then conducted the Kumaripuja
(worship of virgin) and salyadhorana Ekarsi (?) and
sprouting seedlings of oats. After doing these much,
the worship of consecration of Vastupuja performed
and foundation stone laid for coustructing the bahil
(the small monastery)
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e § & 7; (it seems added later for clearification)

Seven Sakyamuni Buddhas as the main
deities installed on the full moon day of Vaisakh
of Sudarsadeva era 757. The consecration was
concluded on this day. Also consecrated and installed
are the icons of Agama and Vajrabarahi.
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Following two lines are added later
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First of all Mitra, did offer two icons of
Amoghpas Lokesvara, four Tara and one Ratna
Chaitya (Chaitya made of pearl or precious or
semiprecious stone?)

The monastery has been named “Sunayasri
Mitrasanskarita Mahavihar Sriyampi Bihari”- the
monastery yampibihara established by the celibate
monk Sri Sunayasri Mitra.

All the celebate monks (were) offered the
feast and begging bowl (made of) silver. The pinnacle
of the chaitya (is made of) gold and consecrated
on the fifth day of bright fortnight in the month of
Sravana (July) of Sudarsaraja Era 762.
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Celebate monk SriSunayasri Mitra (has)
advised others to keep writing the chronology of all
(in the future)



Celebate monk Sarvasri Mitra
~zrvasri Mitra has made a Dharma dhatu Bhichhu
Celebate monk Dharmasri Mitra
Celebate monk Gyanasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jogasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jyotisri Mitra
Celebate monk Ratnasri Mitra

Sarvasri Mitra has made a dharmadhatu
~hichhu dedicated to his father. (here conclusion of
“harma dhatu or chailfya? But written as Bhichhu
~~hich is unlikely)

s fawgsf momdt fm
sy faeasht w it fm
T faegsht selt firm
mﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ’aﬁ'ﬁﬁ

Celebate monk Sri Gunasri Mitra
Celebate monk Ratnasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jayasri Mitra
Celebate monk Purna Mitra
Celebate monk Abhaya Mitra
Celebate monk Rupasri Mitra
Celebate monk Chandrasri Mitra
Celebate monk Dinesri Mitra

e foroody bzt

s et st

g faolt srosfifira

T Fawft afshifeey

st faegelt amsfifin avgerifireg ft uwd sfifis
vy faegelt i Added here again
gt fawasfi Fasffim

Celebate monk Visvasri Mitra
Celebate monk Amitrasri Mitra
Celebate monk Asayasri Mitra
Celebate monk Munisri Mitra
Celebate monk Manasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jagatsri Mitra
Celebate monk Budhasri Mitra
Celebate monk Devasri Mitra

g forwpft ot et
argad fregft srsft fm
e fowgelt wanft et
et frept ol R
st frwgeft wroft R
wgad faegeft wanft fim
e fegeft ot R

Celebate monk Manjusri Mitra
Celebate monk Jagatsri Mitra
Celebate monk Sankhasri Mitra
Celebate monk Rakshasri Mitra
Celebate monk Bhavasri Mitra
Celebate monk Bhavasri Mitra
Celebate monk Subhasri Mitra

wgad faspft geesht fim
wead fregslt srrasft fier
e foregelt gt i
Fgad faogsl w=isfi fim
et faogelt wedoft Rt
we faegeft quisdt Rt
e fwgelt Tt first
g oot st firt

Celebate monk Indrasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jagatsri Mitra
Celebate monk Sahu Sri Mitra
Celebate monk karmasri Mitra
Celebate monk Sarvasri Mitra
Celebate monk Suryasri Mitra
Celebate monk Rupasri Mitra
Celebate monk Lokasri Mitra

e fawasl aenft famr
wad ot Sivmeft fiet
gl foregslt vt firt
oo foreedt Al i
e firogelt Wt Rt
agad faegeft symft R
g foregelt st firt
et firogeft favndt fi

Celebate monk Danasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jogasri Mitra
Celebate monk Dhyanasri Mitra
Celebate monk Gyanasri Mitra
Celebate monk Bhogasri Mitra
Celebate monk Jugasri Mitra



Celebate monk Jagatsri Mitra
Celebate monkVisvasri Mitra

v feogslt afedt fir
Fezan fawgslt Tsh frm
gt faegelt warft
azt foregelt steft fort
Frz=d fasft wmeft fim
Frzad faegslt gwmsdt famt
=t fawgslt memsft famt
gt faeosft it fr, wmfim w2

Celebate monk Munisri Mitra

Celebate monk Gunasri Mitra

Celebate monk Sada Mitra

Celebate monk Surjasri Mitra

Celebate monk Dhanasri Mitra

Celebate monk Prabhasri Mitra

Celebate monk Madhvasri Mitra

Celebate monk Janusri Mitra, These many
(are) with the tital Mitra

mfw%@ﬁ T e § sy faegslt wens '
9
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oL [ T 3
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gt gt uwrerws ®fa y, s fawgsft wome wfa
wrga fasgsht aeren =19 ¢, s fiegeht o =
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EL=to BRI

(Then comes the list with Rachi, why it became like
this is not understood)

Celebate monk Jagatdeva Ruchi
celebatemonk Bhogyachandra Ruchi
Celebate monk Mana deva Ruchi
celebatemonk Svabhabya Vandra Ruchi
Celebate monk Manontra Ruchi
celebatemonk Sravaka Ruchi
Celebate monk Ratnatra Ruchi 4

celebate monk Anabyandra Ruchi 34
Celebate monk Prabhabyandra Ruchi 5

celebate monk Jayandra Ruchi 35
Celebate monk Saha by Chandra Ruchi 6

celebate monk Jitendra Ruchi 36
Celebate monk Sakandra Ruchi 7

celebatemonk Munyandra Ruchi 37
Celebate monk Jaganendra Ruchi 8

celebatemonk Rushandra Ruchi 38
wgad faesgaft fasmem & ¢ sed famplt dom
w3
Fgat faegeit faime w0 90 et faeelt s ®fa
¥o
aad faegefl T w9 1 | T fasgelt e
& 0
g faegsft awteas & 92, avewd fawgeft 3 =fw
¥
Fread fremeft wva w9 33, s faspedt uof wfa
LE]
wad fuoplt Fwiow ®fa 9y, st fawesfi feme
&fa
gt faegelt aviw &7 o, wewd faepelt W
&=
gy foregslt storw w9 qt, a=y fisgef FfemeE
wrad faegslt qamm 9,

Celebate monk Sri Vijaya Chandra Ruchi 9
Celebate monk Sri Debyandra Ruchi 39
Celebate monk Sri Dinendra Ruchi 10
Celebate monk Sri Amalyandra Ruchi 40
Celebate monk Sri Rajyandra Ruchi 11
Celebate monk Sri Gunyandra Ruchi 41
Celebate monk Sri Abhabyandra Ruchi 12
Celebate monk Sri Deva Ruchi 42
Celebate monk Sri Kamayandra Ruchi 13
Celebate monk Sri Dharmma Ruchi 43
Celebate monk Sri KarmmaRaj Ruchi 14
Celebate monk Sri Silpendra Ruchi
Celebate monk Sri Dharmma Raj Ruchi 15
Celebate monk Sri Manyandra Ruchi
Celebate monk Sri Jaya Raj Ruchi 16
Celebate monk Sri Kapilamuni

Celebate monk Sri Sudhyandra Ruchi 17
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Legislation for the Conservation and
Management of Kathmandu Valley
World Heritage Property

1. Introduction

There are different but own characteristics
and fundamental traditional way of living in every
society. They have their own traditional arts, crafts,
architectures and many other things existing,
which are the creations of their ancestors in such an
indigenous way in the past; they are included in the
definition of cultural heritage. In other ways, cultural
heritage includes all the monuments, archaeological
remains or sites, art and arghitectures which could be
very tiny or larger in size.

However there are two types of cultural
heritage: Tangible cultural heritage and Intangible
cultural heritage; this paper will limited to explain on
the legislation for the conservation and management
of tangible cultural heritage of The Kathmandu
Valley World Heritage Property. Tangible cultural
heritage is nowadays, known as the ‘Built Heritage’
as well.

The Convention Concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage which
was adopted by UNESCO on 16 November 1972,
and executed from 1975. The Convention defines the
Cultural and Natural heritage as:

Monuments architectural works, works of
monumental sculpture and painting, elements or
structures and archaeological nature, inscriptions,
cave dwellings and combination of features, which
are of outstanding universal value from the point of
view of history, art or science;

Groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected
buildings which, because of their architecture, their
homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of
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outstanding universal value from the point of view
of history, art or science;

Sites : works of man or the combined works of nature
and of man, and areas including archaeological sites
which are of outstanding universal value from the
historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological
points of view.

Nepal had ratified the convention in 1978
and Kathmandu Valley Heritage Site was proposed
for the nomination as the World Heritage in 1979.
It was listed in the list of WHS in the same year
(Weise, 2005:22-34) and Lumbini (the birth place
of Lord Buddha) was also listed as World Cultural
Heritage later in 1997 (Dossier, 1996). Besides,
Chitawan National Park and Sagarmatha National
Park were also listed in the list of WHS as the World
Natural Heritage Sites. Kathmandu Valley World
Heritage Site comprises of seven monument zones
(GoN/DoA, 2007:1). They are: Hanumandhoka
Durbar Square Monument Zone, Patan Durbar
Square Monument Zone, Bhaktapur Durbar Square
Monument Zone, Pashupatinath Monument Zone,
Changunarayan Monument Zone, Swayambhunath
Monument Zone and Boudhanath Monument Zone
(GoN/DoA, 2007:2).

The seven monument zone of the
Kathmandu Valley was inscribed on the list of
World Heritage based on its outstanding universal
value. According to the operational Guidelines,
outstanding universal value means cultural and/or
natural significance, which is so exceptional as to
transcend national boundaries and to be common
importance for present and future generations of all

humanity (UNESCO/WHC, 2008:14).



The authenticity of the Kathmandu valley
world heritage property isretained through theunique

-am, material and substance of the monuments,

asplaying a highly developed traditional
Taftsmanship and situated within a traditional urban
- natural setting, which have however throughout
=tory gone through the process of cyclical
—=newal (DoA/GoN, 2007:5). This authenticity of
<VWHP is based on the understanding that its
alues are expressed by the attributes presented
~ the listed monuments and their surroundings.

As per the Operational Guidelines,
~roperties nominated under criteria (I) to (VI) must
—wet the conditions of authenticity. Authenticity
= a measure of the degree to which the values of a
—roperty may be understood to have been credible,
=uthful and genuinely expressed by the attributes of
e property (UNESCO/WHC, 2008:21).

The integrity of the Kathmandu Valley World
~eritage property is based on the understanding
—at each monument zone is comprised of listed
Donuments within a unique context (Weise, 2005:17).
55 per the operational guidelines, all properties
-ominated for inscription on the world heritage list
—wst satisfy the cor:ditions of integrity. Integrity is
: measure of the wholeness and intactness of the
-atural and/or cultural heritage and its attributes
NESCO/WHC, 2008:23).

The extent to which the property includes
<% elements necessary to express its outstanding
—iversal value, is of adequate size to ensure the
:xmplete representation of the features and process
vhich convey the property's significance, suffers
—om adverse effects of development and/or neglect.
s per the operational guidelines, the delineation
‘¢ boundaries is an essential requirement in the
=stablishment of effective protection of nominated
—roperties and should be drawn to ensure the full
xrression of the outstanding universal value and
~w integrity and/or authenticity of the property
~herever necessary for the proper conservation of
e property, an adequate buffer zone surrounding
—w nominated property should be provided for
~hich has completely legal and/or customary
-=strictions placed on its use and development
NESCO/WHC, 2005:24-26 ).

2.  Llegislations for the Conservation
"~ and Management of KVWHP
The Kathmandu Valley World Heritage

~=e. one of the earliest sites to be inscribed onto
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UNESCO’s World Heritage List (inscription in 1979,
In Danger Listing 2003, Revision of nomination and
removal from In Danger List in 2007), is probably
one of the most intricate in the world composed
of seven monument zones scattered throughout
the Kathmandu Valley (Pradhananga & Landorf,
2011:6). The valley was completely untouched
from western civilization and innocent from the
technological progress at the time of inscription on
the World Heritage Sites. But it could not remain
uncontaminated for a long time and it also has
came to the process of Westernization. However
many systems has been existing since the origin or
the construction of those monuments and heritages,
sometimes with some reasons, they are slightly
changing, but each and every heritage are preserved,
conserved and managed yet; that's the reason, we
could feel our ancestor’s art and skills through their
creativities as our heritage today.

Heritage nowadays we have are the
creations of our ancestors for some distinct purposes.
However, there were not any written rules; they
had established different trusts (GUTHI) for its
conservationand managementatthattime. We cannot
find any written rules, regulations or legislation
regarding conservation and management of those
monuments or heritage, but some principles were
introduced for heritage conservation in Lichchhavi
period, when there were trust-system (Pradhananga
& Landorf, 2011:6) established for the conservation
of heritage, which was known as GUTHI. In the
same way, the principles and legislations were also
introduced in the Malla period (Karki & Singh,2068),
but they were either written on the inscription
or in the small booklets (THYASAPHLI), not as
a governmental rules, regulations or legislation;
which was continued until the revolution in 1950s in
Nepalese politics. Simultaneously there were many
GUTHIs established and continued following the
conservation norms as per the social and religious
values and norms. They preserved the heritage
or monuments as per the authenticity of social or
religious values and managed in the same way,
however these were nothing written legislation to
follow. Some individual GUTHI or the community
was managing independently or in coordination
with the royal family or government, were managing
the heritage continuously.

_ After the revolution in 1950, government
trying to manage and protect that local communities
through their structures have been responsible for



their cultural heritage for centuries have cared for,
managed and protected. Recent years have however,
brought about significant change with government
being authorized to care for this heritage within this
present centralized state structure (Pradhananga &
Landorf, 2011:1).

Although the government has been working
for managing and preserving the heritage sites,
the traditional system has also been continuing in
the many communities in Nepal that communities
has to follow the national legislation instead of
their traditional norms and systems, however they
do in coordination with the government agencies
for management and conservation of the heritage
sites. Not only the national legislation, there should
be followed the international legislation for the
conservation and management of KVWHP as well.
So, there are three different ways to follow the norms,
values and/or legislation for the conservation and
management of KVWHP. They are:

- Traditional system or traditional norms and values
- National legislation
- International legislation

There do still exist many traditional systems
on conservation and management of heritage in
many communities in the vlley. They have their own
system for contribution and techniques, which are
continuing from the past centuries through handing
over to the generations and generations. Due to this
system the monuments or heritage are still in their
intact condition. So, without their coordination no
one can do preserve and manage these heritages in
those communities. However, few communities are
following this system nowadays in comparing to their
origin that many of the inscriptions of Lichchhavi
and Malla period mention that the GUTHI were
established for conservation and management of
each and every monument when they constructed.
Within the KVWHP, there also has existed this
system for many monuments, the lineal community
or the families still preserving and managing the
monuments as it is their inherited responsibility.
That is the reason that thousands of monuments in
the valley has been surviving sustainably since their
construction many centuries ago.

1. Convention Concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 16
November 1972

The convention was executed since

1975; however it was sanctioned in 1972, which
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has 7 chapters and 38 articles. The convention
defines the heritage and there are provisions
for safeguarding and conserving the heritage
as well. There is a provision for the formulation
of “Intergovernmental Committee for the
Preservation of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage”, which is known as “The World
Heritage Committee” (WH Convention, 1972:
Article 8) and as well as its functions and
responsibilities. The World Heritage Fund is also
provisioned (WH Convention, 1972: Article 15) by
the convention for safeguarding and protection
of cultural and natural heritage in emergency.
Nepal had ratified this convention in 1978 and
inscribed its four heritage properties (two cultural
and two natural) in the World Heritage list.
After the ratification of the convention Nepal is
a member of this convention and after inscribing
heritage properties, Nepal must follow and
execute all the rules and regulations as per the
convention as a state party. That's why; world
heritage convention is one of the significant legal
tools for the conservation and management of
Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Property. It
cannot be go beyond this convention regarding
the conservation and management of KVWHP,
especially for outstanding universal value,
authenticity and integrity of the property.

There is an Operational Guidelines for the
implementation of World Heritage Convention, 1972
(Operational Guidelines). The aim of the convention
is to ensure identification, protection, conservation,
presentation and transmission to future generations
of cultural and natural heritage of outstanding
universal value (UNESCO/WHC, 2008:2). [t has been
noted that the world heritage program is a means
of encouraging conservation of resources within
designated sites and buffer zones onalocallevel while
fostering a sense of collective global responsibility
via international cooperation, exchange and
support and spreading best practice in sustainable
management (Pradhananga & Landorf, 2011: 2).

The ‘systematic and reactive reporting’
to report to the World Heritage Committee on the
‘legislative and administrative provisions they have
adopted and other actions which they have taken
for the application of the territories’. Furthermore, a
six yearly region-by-region system was put in place
along with clear formats of the periodic reports
(UNESCO/WHC, 2011:54-56). Although, this was a
step forward towards better management of World



Kamitage Sites, something that had been clearly
Backing in the earlier years of the convention, there is

sall doubt about the benefits of the reporting process -

@mdhananga & Landorf, 2011: 2).

In such a way, the World Heritage
Canvention, which deals with the concept of
product of two separate movements focusing on the
Freservation of cultural and natural sites; approved
i 1972 and adopted in 1976 after being ratified by
twenty countries (Pradhananga & Landorf, 2011:2).
k has since been ratified by 188 State Parties (www.
wesco.org, November 2011), and due to high
xzmmber of ratifications is one of the most significant
and successful international heritage agreements
©radhananga & Landorf, 2011:2). However, the
cxacept of world heritage convention has changed
«ver time; it has been executing by all state parties as
a major legal tool for the nominated world heritage

2 Ancient Monument Preservation Act, 2013 (1956)
The Ancient Monument Preservation Act
(AMPA) is a major legislation for the conservation,
preservation and management of heritage in Nepal
snee it was sanctioned and executed by Government
oc Nepal in 1956. The act has defined clearly about
e ‘Ancient Monuments’, ‘Archaeological Objects’
(Remains) and the classification of heritage as
well The act has provisions for the declaration of
Frotected Monument Zone (Article 3), excavation
ec the archaeological sites, export- import of the
a-chaeological objects, conservation/preservation
axd management of heritage and the different
pamishment for crimes regarding to the heritage.
Fence, the act is also concerned with KVWHP that it
was declared as the Protected Monument Zones after
_ksted in the list of World Heritage Property. There are
~.mare other legal tools for conserving and managing
KVWHP, but the AMPA is the major act for its
cnservation and management, not only that it is due
& the world heritage property, it is also the heritage
soee that is strongly under the jurisdiction of AMPA.

3. Operational Guidelines for the implementation

of World Heritage Convention, 1980 (Revised

Version 2011):

All the world heritage sites are guided by
the World Heritage Convention, 1972. Operational
Gatidelines (OG) was adopted by World Heritage
Committee in 1980, which is easier for the practical
sodmtion and as an assistant legislative tool for
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the implementation of the Convention. So, the
convention and the Operational Guidelines both
exist in a parallel way.

The  Operational  Guidelines  for  the
implementation of the World Heritage Convention aim
to facilitate the implementation of the Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, by setting forth the procedure for:

a) the inscription of properties on the World
Heritage List and the List of World Heritage
in Danger;

b) the protection and conservation of World
Heritage properties;

c) the granting of International Assistance
under the World Heritage Fund; and

d) the mobilization of national and international

support in favor of the Convention

(UNESCO/WHC, 2011:1)

The Operational Guidelines has provisions
for the different criteria regarding the world
heritage, its management and conservation,
international assistance for the safeguarding the
heritage and its processes, different solutions for the
problem regarding the world heritage, listing to the
world heritage and listing in the world heritage in
danger as well as per its objectives mentioned in the
Introduction chapter on LA.

The OG provides a bridge legislation
between the World Heritage Committee and the
States Party for the implementing the World Heritage
Convention, It's like procedure Jegislation that every
State Party has to follow it-regarding their World
Heritage Property, either for the cultural or natural
World Heritage.

Regarding to the Kathmandu Valley World
Heritage Property, it was listed in the list of World
Heritage in Danger in 2003 by the decision of 27
session of the World Heritage Committee, which was
also under the provisions of Operational Guidelines.
There are some processes to come out from the list of
World Heritage in Danger in Operational Guidelines
through which it was removed from the endangered
list in 2007.

4. Integrated Management Plan/Framework for
KVWHP, 2007 (IMF/F)

The submission of management plan has
became a prerequisite for the inscription as a
World Heritage Property since 1997 and KVWHP
was inscribed in 1979; so there was no submission
at that time. Objective of the management plan



actually is for governments to provide assurance
to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee
that the necessarily legislative framework and
management structures were in place to ensure the
long term protection of the nominated properties.
When KVWHP was listed in the list
of World Heritage Sites in Danger, one of
the recommendations by the World Heritage
Committee was to prepare and submit the
management plan for releasing from the WH list
in Danger in 2003. After that the state party, the
Government of Nepal has begun to work and
exercise with the all stakeholders for preparing
IMP/F as per the Operational Guidelines
(Operational Guidelines for 1972 Convention,
revised edition 2011: Para 96-119) that provides
the participation of local people in the nomination
process, with the view to securing shared
responsibility for the care of inscribed properties.
The IMP/F clearly intended to modify and
improve an existing management system, rather
than a fully new concept. A consultative and fully
participatory process was initiated with national
authorities, local government and other stakeholders
to discuss the weakness and strengths of the existing
systems, for upgraded “technical awareness and
subsequent efficient management of the property.
Furthermore, minimal expert involvement was
allowed in the project. The process was allowed to
evolveand thisenabled the IMP/F to be more thanjust
another document but instead an integral mechanism
that created an environment for improved heritage
management (Pradhanaga & Landorf, 2011:8-9).
Actually the IMP is an exemplary in
many ways for other WH Properties. It has clearly
defined the legal framework, economic framework
and institutional framework as its prior functional
elements, which are the major long term sustainable
mechanisms of the entire management plan.

5. Bylaw for the construction, renovation and
conservation of the private and public houses
within the entire Protected Monument Zone,
2064 (2007)

When the Kathmandu Valley was inscribed
on the list of World Heritage in 1979, the site
automatically came under the legislation of UNESCO
or the World Heritage Convention 1972. But it
was only as an assistant legislature that can only
safeguard the property and nothing beyond that.
So the State Party thought that it must be protected

20

by the national legislation that can be executed for !
the full protection of the site and reward and punish
regarding the management and conservation of the -
property. So, the seven separate monument zones
were declared as the Protected Monument Zones
which are consisted in the Kathmandu Valley
World Heritage Property in different dates by the
Government of Nepal under Ancient Monument
Preservation Act 2013 (1956).

After the declaration of Protected Monument
Zones, it is the responsibility to protect all the
public and private monuments by the government
as to preserve the Qutstanding Universal Values,
Authenticity and Integrity of the property. The
Department of Archaeology, the major authentic
Government Agency had prepared and executed
the Directives for the conserving and renovating the
private houses in 1991 (2048 BS), which was amended
in 2007 as the Bylaw for the construction, renovation
and conservation of the private and public houses
within the entire Protected Monument Zone, 2064
(2007); however the procedure and the norms as well
as the rules for the conservation and management of
the public monuments was already adopted by the
government, Department of Archaeology as it is the
major government authority for the conservation
and management of cultural heritage in Nepal.

The Bylaw has provisioned especially for the
private buildings as the monuments that it must keep
its intact design and outstanding universal value,
the buildings which are of the characteristics of
medieval Newar Dwelling Houses Architecture that
keeps the settlement intact. They have to maintain
certain heights (upto 8') of floor, windows, doors
and its style as well as the heights and width, roof
style, building optimum height (35") and some other
features of the building. The Bylaws also provisioned
for the new construction in the private bare land,
houses which are to be corrected, classified buildings
and non-classified buildings with especial traditional
characteristics.

In this way, the bylaws are the special
legal tools for the conservation and management of
Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Property as well.

6. Local Self Governance Act, 2055 (1999)

This act is also very important for the
conservation and management of heritage in Nepal,
however the act was executed to involve fully inevery
sector of development and to administrate within its
territory with full authority strengthening the power



amd enhancing its authorities to the local government.
Tae Article No. 25(GA) of part 2 Section 4 has
provisioned that the ward committee mustcoordinate

and assist to Village Development Committee (VDC) -

fior keeping record and conservation of traditional
sest houses for travelers (PATI - PAUWA), pilgrims
west houses (DHARMASHALA), temples, houses,
End, mosques, monasteries, mothersa, ponds, lakes,
water spouts (DHARA). As per the Article no. 28
o same section, the VDC must preserve and take
<zre maintaining the records of all these temples,
west houses, pilgrims houses, mosques, monasteries,
bouses, land, mothersa, ponds, lakes and water
soouts etc within its territories and the preservation
o language and culture, assist for development of
these things as well.

As per the Article 96 of the act, each
Maonicipality must maintain the records of their
territorial cultural and religious places and has to
Freserve and conserve them. On the same way, they
have to preserve and conserve the archaeological
ocyects, languages, religions, arts and cultural as well.

There are numerous heritage sites within
the territory of VDCs and Municipalities, even the
ksted World Heritage Properties as well. So the role
o local government would be very important for
their conservation, preservation and management.
Carently in the Kathmandu Valley World Heritage
P-operty, which consists seven monument zones
and they are scattered within two municipalities and
one VDC. The house owner within these protected
monument zones must get permission from their
related municipalities or VDC and Department of
Archaeology as well for maintenance, renovation
or construction their houses. If someone doesn’t
follow this rule or maintain, renovate or construct
their house without any permission as mentioned or
construct contrary to the bylaw s/he would be fined
"NRs. 100,000.00 and put jail for a year.

In this way, the local Self-Governance Act
has made the local government very powerful for
the preservation, conservation and management
ot heritage of Nepal, which is also very strong for
KVWHP as all the monument zones are declared as
the Protected as per the national legislation.

7. GUTHI Corporation Act, 2033 (1976)

There are numerous traditionally continuing
religions, customs, traditions and festivals in Nepal
ard they are preserved, conserved and managed
continuously by traditional way that they have their
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own land and income sources for sustain themselves.
These systems, latterly are being managing by
government through GUTHI Corporation, executing
the act in 1976. The act specially was executed for
the management of GUTHI (trust) land and the
management of corporation as well. The continuation
of one’s tradition for rituals, income management of
thoseguthisand many other provisionsare thereinthe
act. As per the Article 25, GUTHI land can be changed
into the private land paying mentioned amount;
due to this provision many land has turned into the
private land these days, which is the major problem
of declining the traditional GUTHI system in Nepal.

Management of GUTHI land is one of
the important responsibilities of the corporation
according to the act, but there is no clear provision
for the preservation and conservation of those
monuments or heritage for which the land were kept
as GUTHI. This is the one of the most prominent
problems for management and conservation of
KVWHP that many of the monuments are owned
by GUTHI and GUTHI Corporation within the
monument zones, even in the core zones of World
Heritage Properties.

8. Town Development Act, 2045 (1988)

This act is also very important for the
conservation and management of heritage where
the Town Planning Project has executed. Since the
beginning of the execution of this act, Kathmandu
Valley was the jurisdiction of the act and there are
numerous monuments and archaeological spots
scattered within the valley. So, it is very important
for conservation and management of those
archaeological, historical and religious important
monuments and monumental area. As per the Article
9(1), to access or use such archaeological, historical
and religious places one should get permission from
Municipal Development Committee and it would
prohibit doing any activities within these area. The
Article 11 mentions that the committee can prepare
and execute any planning for the preservation,
development and management of any cultural
and historical area under the Ancient Monument
Preservation Act, 2013.

9. Local Administration Act, 2028 (1971)

This act is also very important for the
congervation and management of heritage in Nepal
and KVWHP as well. The act in its Article 9(6)
mentions that the Chief District Officer (CDO), who



is the chief of the district must maintain the records
of their territorial public water spouts, springs,
ponds, lakes, rest houses, pilgrims houses, temples,
caves, monasteries and mosques etc. and s/he must
maintain those monuments through municipality or
GUTHI corporation if the monuments are going be
collapsed or destroyed in the absence of their owner.
So, the act has given full power to the CDO for
maintaining monuments within their territory and
keeping record of those monuments as well, which is
actually the great primary work for the conservation
and management of the heritage.

These are the different legal tools which
govern the cultural heritage sites of Nepal. The
KVWHP is also one of the heritage sites of Nepal and
it is listed in the UNESCO's World Heritage List that
has already declared as seven separated Monument
Zones and all the legal tools mentioned above are
strongly execute for conserving and managing it
as well. Beside these legal tools, there are some
other acts and rules-regulations existed due to the
different managerial acts. For example, Pashupati
Area Development Trust act regulates the Pashupati
Area Development Trust (PADT) however there
is another act Development Committee Act (and
Baudha Area Development Committee is under the
Ministry of Culture) and Eederation of Swayambhu
Management and Conservation (FSMC) has
established under Organization Registration Act
and to ruled over Baudha. So, there are many other
legal tools for conservation and management of
KVWHP. However the AMPA is strongly governing
the KVWHP, the World Heritage Convention,
1972 and different recommendation in different
times from UNESCO are also equally governing
KVWHP. In recommendation of UNESCO World
Heritage Center, when KVWHP was in the list of
world heritage in danger in 2003, Government of
Nepal had prepared and executed the Integrated
Management Plan/Framework (IMP/F) in 2007 and
bylaw for construction, renovation and conservation
of private houses within PMZ of KVWHP in
2006. So, being in the list of World Heritage, there
are many national and international legislations
governing and executing for the better conservation
and management of KVWHP.

3. Conclusion

The Kathmandu Valley World Heritage
Property was the continuously preserved, conserved
and managed by the communities and other
stakeholders as well since the unmemorable times
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that our ancestors had created and shown the
path for its management and conservation; it's not
managed or preserved only after being in the list of
World Heritage Property. The actual fact is that our
ancestors have developed the numerous systems for
run our daily social life; one of them is the norms
and custom for the management and conservation of
their precious creations after the construction, which
is still existing in many of our society continuously;
however there is nothing written laws or legislation
since that time but it has been continuously coming
down. Due to different reasons, many communities
has been forgetting such unwritten tradition
and customs and the state has started managing
these precious heritages and created different
legislations for regulate it systematically. Being
a member of different international conventions,
those conventions and more other international
legislations regarding them are also to be accepted by
the state or government and executed respectably for
management and conservation of the heritage as well.

In this context, the above mentioned
different legal tools are executing for the
conservation and management of Kathmandu
Valley World Heritage Property; however there are
numerous traditions, customs, norms and values
and without these traditional way of management
and conservation it is impossible to do anything for
it. The different stakeholders are involving in such
an unseen management system which is continued
since unmemorable time in the society. Somewhere
GUTHIS are actively doing these all things by
themselves, which is also a -part.of social tangible
system for managing heritage and there are many
other intangible stakeholders spread out in our social
system. Besides these, there is a legal pluralism in
conservation and management ,of these heritages
nowadays, by which the system is in operation. So, it
would be easier and better to include those traditions
and customs in the time of executing the formal
national or international legal tools for management
and conservation of KVWHP.
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Comments on the Buddha’s Birthplace,
Buddhism and Sunyata

Introduction

Oriental and oxidental writers have given
their thoughts on the Buddha and his Dharma.

They deal with the Buddha's philosophy of
life. Different Sutras explain the Buddha's discources
on various subject mater. The Buddha taught people
to get rid of worldly sufferings for happy life. His
teachings were later called Buddhism and Buddhist
philosophy.Different writers have different views
about Sunyata. Pratitya Samutpada (Principle of
Causation ) the twelve methods of dependent
origination of the Buddha mainly deals with Sunyata.
According to it, all compound elements made of two
or more things are subject to decay or disappear in
Sunyata.

Stephen Prothero’s View on Sunyata and
the Buddha

Stephen Prothero, Professor of Religion of
Bosten University writes “To say that there is no
distinction between sansara and nirvanahowever is not
to say that nirvana is impossible. It is to say that nirvana
is inevitable. In fact it is already here. To experience its
bliss we all need to do is to step out of the closed either
or mind to open heart of emptiness. Sansara is nirvana if
you just accept things as they are. To say that there is no
distinction between a Buddha and a dog is not to say that
all you will get out of Buddha is a sniff and a wag. It is to
say that if you see the world as it is, even a dog's scamper
from his leash can lead you to bliss beyond bliss. What is
the essence of emptiness. It teaches in short that there is
no where to go, nothing to wait for. This is it. To borrow
from American writer John Updike, Buddhism serves to
give mundane its beautiful due.” 1.
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- Prof. Dr. Khadga Man Shrestha

Again he erroneously refers the Buddha as “A
child of India.” 2.

How could a Professor of religion in the
reputed University of Boston commit such a
blunder? It is clearly mentioned in the Lumbini
Pillar inscription. It incises - “Hida Buddha jate, Hida
Bhagavana Jate” Here the Buddha was bornhere the
Almighty was born) Thus it is quite evident that the
Buddha was born in Nepal not in India. Prothero
has commited blunder by referring the Buddha as a
child of India.This should be corrected .

To analyse the view of Prof. Stephen Prothero
in comparing the Buddha with a dog, his vision
seems to be too narrow. The following features could
be scanned from the extract of his book relating to
chapter on Buddhism.

Dealing with Sunyata (nothingness) Prof.
Prothero points out that

a) Sansara is Nirvana if we accept things as they
are i.e. Yethabhuta (as it is ). Nirvana (Salvation) is
inevitable in the present life if reality is experienced.
Sunyata is the reality. It liberates men from sufferings.

b} In order to experience bliss we should step
out of the closed or mind to open heart of emptiness
or realise emptiness.

c) Considering these points, it could be noted
that we should see the world as it is

d) Given anillustration of a dog, the Buddha's
traits are pointed out. He adds if the world is seen as
it is, a dog’s scamper from its leash can also lead to
bliss.

e) The essence of Sunyata (Emptiness) is
realisation of things as it is

f) Sniff and wag of a dog is not all that is
limited to the Buddha. ere Prof. Prothero’s remarks
could also be interpreted as follows



&  Sansara (world) is the place to attain Nirvana
(salvation).

b)  Although, the Budddha had power of
realisation of things as it is in this world as
the sniffing power of a dog and wagging
(loyality to discipline) his virtues go beyond
that power .However, the style how the
Buddha was made distinct from a dog gives
rat’s smell.

¢)  Comparasion of the Buddha's virtue or traits
with a dog conveys positive meanig for giving
exposure on the concept of the Buddha on
Sunyata no doubt, but this adversely affects
the sentiments of the Buddhists at large.

d)  Useofinfinitive as ‘a Buddha and a dog’ seem
generalisation only. However, it is not a good
excuse.

€)  The Buddha who has been regarded as
Mahamanava (great man) illustrated world
hero for peace is being compared with a dog is
not a proper illustration. Although the author
tries to show that open minded Sunyata would
lead to bliss, he seems to have propogated
liberal ideas which he thinks every body may
appreciate.

Writing about the negative aspect of Sunyata
(Emptiness) in the west, Prof. Prothero writes
that emptiness is misunderstood in the west
for generations as pessimistic and nihilistic. He
emphatically points out that it offers liberation from
suffering and it makes us free from enslavenent.
It enables us for judgement and takes us to higher
status including to the person of the Buddha and his
institution.. It gives broder spectrum of it. In true
sense of term, it is a teaching of freedom. It helps us
to treat ourselves. The notion of what we have seen
to be true should only be developed.

Prof. Prothero further writes that emptiness
short circuits the dualistic mind. He adds - “When
the habitual mind sees some one do somrthing other than
what it would do,it judges, when it sees some one thinking
something other than what it thinks,it judges . And when
it sees someone worshipping some God other than its God
it judges again.” According to Sunyata (Emptiness)
“ecery creature is the jungle of judgement and arises from
4 false dualism of right and wrong, true and false, good
and bad.”

Quoting Nagarjuna, the Buddhist philosopher
of second century who founded Madhyamika
philosophy (middle path), Prof. Prothero writes
that the Buddha never taught any doctrine to any
one. He points out that we would have to abandon
attachment to every teaching or every pratice. He
asserts that even the most basic Buddhist dualism
between the problem of sansara and solution of
nirvana, according to tradition is ultimately unreal.

Prof Prothero raises a point and posess a
question. Is Buddhism just one big fat joke?

In answer to to his question he himself gives
his own answer. It is not to say that nirvana is
impossible,.it is already here. The Buddha makes it
clear that realisation of suchness and accept things
as they are the way to attain truth and attain nirvana.
Thus Buddhism is not a fat joke.

Prof. Prothero explains - Since the time of
founder, Buddhist teachings are true in so far as
they are useful In other words the point of Buddhist
teachings is to reduce and eliminate sufferings. 3. In
order to illustrate emptines (Sunyata), Prof. Prothero
has shown his indecency by comparing the Buddha
with a dog. Although, it revealed the fact that the
author had sense of good will to the Buddhists and
cherished positive view regarding the Buddha,
the style in which he compared the Buddha will
have certainly adverse impact on the sentiment
of Buddhists. The author could have given second
thought in doing so . He rhay riot repeat such flaws in
future. Being a teacher of World Religion, he should
have cherished good will message to all religionists.

Again Prothero emphasizes that Buddhism is
more about experience than doctrine. He writes -“In
Buddhism ultimate things lie beyond words, in the smile
of the Buddha and his silence.”4.
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Y.G.Krishnamurti, king mahendra of Nepal, The
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Context. Moral experience is formulated into sculptural
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These are no fewer them three monumental
Jalasayana Narayan stone Sculptures bequeathed
by the Licchavis. One in all likehood Bhumbhukkika,
mentioned as recipient of Amsuvarma's largess, Was
taken to Hanuman Dhoka in the seventeenth century by
Pratapamalia, a second was installed in a pool at Balaju
between about A.D.633 and 643 by Vishnugupta, and a
third also commissioned by Visnugupta,was established
at Budhanilkantha.
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