A Contribution to the Preservation of
the Cultural Heritage of Nepal: The
Restoration of the Brahmayani
Temple in Panauti

Isolated up to 1950, the Kingdom of
Nepil has rapidly taken conscience of the
necessity to preserve its cultural heritage,
restoration campaigns have been undertaken
and at the same time inventories of sites
and monuments have been prepared by His
Majesty’s Government of Nepal.

In 1375, His Majesty’s Government of
Nepal, with the assistance of UNESCO, has
developed a “Master Plan for the Preservation
of the Cultural Herituge of Nepal.” The
French research team, Himalaya - Korako-
rum of GNRS decided to contribute to this
endeavour and gave its collaboration to the
Department of Archaeology, HMG Nepal.

For the purpose of the basic study,
the choice was made of a township of ra-
ther small dimensions : Panauti,

Panauti and its environment

Panauti, located at the confluence of
two rivers, the Punyamati and the Rosij
Khola, 30 kilometres South East of Kathma-
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ndu in the distriet of Kavre Palanchowk,

in Bagmati Zone, has its own entity. (Pl, No..
1A)

Althovgh we have no precise daia of
its early existence, it is mentioned in the
inscriptions which dates back to 600 years.

Panauti is a very active agricultural
and commercial centre. Most of the trade
routes to eastern Nepal go ihrough it. It
contains about 3000 people.

Panauti j's a very important religious.
centre : the importance of the confluence
of the Puoyamati and Rosi Khola is em.
phasized by religious activities and build-
ings that form an architectural complex.
called Tribeni-Ghat. (Pi. No. I B.). Every
twelve year, a large festival takes place at
Tribeni-Ghat attracting thousands of pil-
grims from different parts of Nepal. Every
year it observes a festival on full moon-day
of Jetha.




A Freuch team, Jled by Dr Gerad
Toffin had made a detailed study on Panauti.
The aim of the basic study by the French
scholars was to analyse the socio-economic
structure of the town and its relationship
with the architecture,  keeping in view of
the process of development and the impro-
vement of living conditions of the people.

In the course of thestudy, the team
with the help of French Government was
able to contribute to the restoration of the
Bra_hmayani Temple, one of the most pres-

tigious monuments in Panauti.

The Brahmayani Tempie
The site ' :

The Brahmayani temple is located on
the northern bank of the Punyamati river,
outside the town ard facing the Triveni

Ghat. ( Pl. No. 2)

The temple is standing about 3 metres
above the river level, the main entrance
faces north.

There used to be a pavement in stone
and square Dbricks (Chikan-appa) around
the temple, two pati (one of them destroyed)
have been built on the eastern and nor-
thern side of the Temple. (Fig. No. 1)

The temple

The date of the construction of this
temple is known through an inscription of
Ranjit Malla and Viswa Laxmi Devi in

17i5 A. D.

The temple is a fine example of early
Newar architecture; it has a three tiered
yoof. The wood carvings, torans,struts, wine
dows are of fine quality craftsmanship.

( Fig. No. 2)
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The interior is of an unusual construc-
tion in that it is completely open with 2
high lantern style ceiling, over the main
shrine, with wall paintings of Asta Matrikas
and Asta Bhairavs,

The roofs are supported by carved
wooden struts and covered with traditional

jhingati tiles.

The topmost roof is crowned with a
gilded copper pinnacle or gajur. (Fig. No. 3)
The temple together with its religious fu-
nctions is under the religious association
Guthi Sansthan whose duty is to upkeep
the majority of the temples and shrines of
Nepal.

The temple had 8 ropanis of land to
provide income in cash, for its maintenance
{ Recorded in Guthi Sansthan ) and religi-
ous functions.

The restoration work

Because of lack of maintenance and
conservation through years, this temple had
reached a very dilapidated state. Most of
its wood carvings were disfigured or lost.

( PL. No. 3 A and 3 B)

In 1981, the Department of Archaeo-
logy in cooperation with the ¥rench ressa-
rch team, Himalaya-Korakorum, establi-
shed the Brahmayani Temple conservation
project under a team consisting  of the
present writer as incharge of the project,
a senior draftsman, a surveyer and photo-

grapher of the Department.

This project made a survey, estimated

and started the actual restoration work
from August 1981 and by the end of Sept.
{982 the major work was completed. As
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of . Sept. 1982this project incured Rs.
3,56,058/26 out of which 25% was berne by
His Majpsty's Government of Nepal and the
vest by the French Government ( CNRS ).

Calender of repair

The site work started on August 1981.
The work involved wood carving, carpentry
and masonry. The well experienced craf-
tsmen from Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, Xirti-
pur, Gokarna, etc. were brought to Panauti,
and through them the local people have
been trained in thisline fo_r‘future work.

The Calender of repair

1. Prior to the starting of actual restora-
tion work the heap of fallen material
from the temple were carefully exa-
mined and the reusuable materials
were kept aside in safe custody. The
other materials were removed from the
temple surrounding and made the tzm-

ple area clean.

2. Scaffolding work was done by an ex-
pert in this field. Tmmediately afrer
scaffolding the pinnacle was removed
and stored in the office.

3. The walls and roofs of each storey were
systematically dismantled and these
were stacked carefully for future use.

(Pl. No. 4 A.)

4  All the woodgn artifacts were regis-
tered while they were being removed
from the temple.

5. The four central pillars inside the
temple were strengthened with R.C.C.
foundation to protect them from further

sinking.

6. Similarly the ground floor walls were
reinforced by R.B.C. foundation.

7. The temple was reverted back to its ba-
lance as it was tilted by about 4” towa-
rds its eastern side.

8. The masonry work started from bo-
ttoms-up. ’

9. The carpentry and roofing"works sta-
rted from top-downwards and the
Gajur, after its cleaning and repairing
was re-instated in its original place.

10. After the completion of the temple,
wall paintings were restored and che-
mically treated.

Types of material used

As in other project, we have followed
the same original technique appliedto this
temple for itsrestoration works.

The temple was built with special sized
slip glazed Telia bricks of different sizes,
which are not available in the lacal market.
A special arrangement was made with the
brick master of Bhaktapur six moenths
ahead so that it would be possible to start
restoration work in time. Special sized Sal
( Shorea robusta ) timber were brought from

Tarai.

Special clay was dug-out from about
5-6 metre def)th. This clay was used for
roofing purpose as it must be elastic, strong,
and free from plant seeds.

The other construction materials like
rope, tarfelt, cemeat, bitumen, nails, etc.
were all acquired from Kathmandu market.
Technique wutilized for the con-

servation of Timber amnd roof

structures

All the new and old timber articles
used in this temple were chemically treated’




with insteiletde. The chemical used for
woed treattnent s the mixture of wykamol-
plus and kerosene { 1:10 ), old timbeis were
submerged.in- this chemical for half an hour
and for new pieces more than one hour.
(Pl No. 4 B) ‘

For the roofing puipose herbicide che-
mitals weére used in clay and jhingati tiles.
Oné layer tarfelt ‘was laid down on the
planks for protecting from water leakage
and plants. The chemical used for the clay
is a solution of Denkol and water ( 1:50
1t.) and for jhingati tiles is a solution of
silicone and water ( 1:20 1t. }.

While restoring the temple one copper
Stiree Ya‘n‘tra; some copper and silver coins
were found inside the supporting holes of
the “Gaju Sin” ( timber post supporting the
Pinnacle ). {Pl. No. 5 A.) '

Shree Yantra

It is 12°1 X 12°2 ¢m. which is a tan-
tric symbol. It shows the order of theseat
of Asta Mairikas and Asta Bhairavs.

Coppet coins

Some copper coins available were round

in shape and thick without any prints.

Silver coins

Silver eoins of different denomination
found in thetemple were dated S.S. 1737
and 1739 ( 1817 and 1819 A. D. ) of Siddhi
Laxmi Devi, King Rajendra Bikram Sinah
and Siddhi respectively.

Before the erection of the pinnacle,
besides the Tamapatra and old cnins some
new coins were 'put inside the supporting
holes by the devotees.
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Calendey of different Pujas during

réstoration
1. Chhemapuja

Before starting the actuallsite - work
the Chhemapuja was offered to the.Goddess
Brahmayani, Chhema literally means ¢Ex-
cuse”. Normally people hesitate to climb
the temple. Hence, this Puja is offered to the

Goddess to forgive for doing so.

2. Chhemapuja

After Chhemapuja, the next puja
(‘worship ) 1is offered to Brahmayani for
her permission toremove the pinnacle frcm
the temple. Removing the pinnacle tis done
with the help of acow’s tail and a long
rope. .

3. Eye opening ceremony

The leader of the wood carvers acts
as the main priest who performs the eye
opening eceremony. During the Puja, he has
to stand in front of all the newly carved
struts, lon’s heads ( Swinkhwa ) and carvers
tools. Be worships the struts, lion’s heads
and tools with a  special Mantra, and
gives lives to the struts and lion’s head
by opening the eyes of the figures
in the struts, lion’s head, etc. Only"
after the puja the struts and lions heads
will be placed on the temple in their res-
pective places. (Pl. No. 5 B)

4. Chhemapuja

fter the completion of restoration

work of the temple, carvers and carpenters
perform seperately the chhemapuja; and
the masenry perform ja puja (filled-up),
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Sculptures in and around the

Temple

Jnside the Temple

J.° The main Goddess Brahmayani Pith a
lump of stone facing North is at the centre
of the southern wall of the sanctum,
adorned by three decorated stone Toeranas.
in front of the shrine there aie three stone
patras, in between of which is a stone the
symbol of learning ( Khadkon ) covered by
metal. To theleft of the main diety is
placed a stone bust of so-called Kumar.

2. Towards the east of the sanctum is
kept a stone, Bhadrakali facing west, ador-
ned by two stone toranas,

3. To the west the sanctum is Bhairav
also a stone, facing east, adorned by two

toranas.

In front of both Bhairav and Bhadra-
kali there are one stone patra and a stone
symbol of learning ( Khadkon) on each

side,

4. On cither side of the sanctum are
two swall stone lions, and above the sanctum
are three small hanging metalic bells and
a strong iron chain.

5. At the centre of the floor there is a
Yajna kunda which is covered by a lotus
designed stone. During the festival the
Yajna ( Hom ) takes place here before the
puja starts tothe Goddess Brahmayani.

6. Wall painting

The ground-floor walls of the lantern
are painted with réprcscntation of divinities
(Asta Matrikas and Asta Bhairavs). The pa-
intings extend at a height of about 2 mts. on
two levels. (Pi. No.6 A) From the Northern
side clockwise they are as follows.

(40

North - Tigress, lioness

East - Upper level - Mahalaxmi, Maha-
o kali, Valsnavi, Ganesh
Lower level - Bhairav, Bhairav
‘Bhairav, Tiger o
South < Upper level - Maheswari, Brahma-
yani, Kumari
Lower level - Bhairav  Bhairav,
Bhairav

West — Upper level - Varahi,  Bhairav,
unclear

Lower level-Bhairav, Betal, unclear

Among the painted figures the main
central figure Brahmayani standing at the
southern wall, facing north is in white colour,
largest in size and richly decorated. These
paintings are of vegetal colour. Some eof
the figures are unclear because of its time
worn.

7. A stoane inscription of 88 cm X 50 cm
size is placed near at the north - eastern
central pillar post. This inscription is facing
to the west which is undesipherable.

8. On the north-western central pillar
there was a copper plate of 16cm X 9cm
size, which is now disappeared.

Besides these, there are some lotus de-
signed stone on the floor pavement.

Outside the temple

1. To the south-east corner of the temple
pavement there is a stone. People wors
ship it as Masan Bhairav.

2. " A pair of headless stone figure facing
south is at the north of the temple.

3. In front of the main entrance of the
temple is lying a big stone slab (2 mts
X 80 cm Lahtwankiu Lohn) where
the dead body is laid down just before
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the cremation. The rélatives of -the
.deceased person offer ‘water to the dead
body hoping to regain life again. (Pl
No. 6 B.)

To the north~eastern-<corper is a stan-
ding stone where the oil lamp is lit
while the dead body -on the above said
stone slab.

There are four stones,two are on -either
side of the main entrance of the temple
and two on the way to the temple with-
in the temple boundary.

In front of the western gate of the
temple there are two stone sacrificial

“posts.

A sione ipscription of 92cm X 54c¢m
is.attached to the western wall dated
N. S. 837 and 841 (1716 and 1720 A..D.)
mentioning the names of the builders
of this temple as Ranjit Malla and
Viswa Laxmi Devi. They also donated
1and forthe maintenance and to casry-
out ‘the religious functions p‘f the
temple.
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Coenclusion

Panauti is a small township. Itis a
Newar settlement with .numerows -agchi-
tectural monuments; the Brahmayani
Temple is one of the major temples. But
lack of maintenance ‘through years it was
in very 'bad shape. With the assistance of
French ‘Government ( CNRS) the temple

has ‘been restored ‘in its original shape. (Pl.

No.7 A and 7B.)
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Woead carvings on the nau%.m&a ( Clockwise from the North ) -

North

East South West
Ground Toran  Maheswari, Brahmayani, " Kumari, Maheswari, Mahalaxmi, Vaisnavi, Indrayani, Vais-
floor Mahalaxmi Vaisnavi Mahesyari navi, Mahakali
Ist floor Struts gmrom.im._.r Maheswari, Zwr&wxam. z.mrp_wwa.m. .. Qommnm..u, on snake ? Mahalaxmi Kumari
Brahmayani, Brahmayani Maheswari, Goodess on Gapnga, Indrayani, Brahmayani, God-
horse ? " Imdrayani dess on deer?
Window Kumari, Bhairav, Kumari N.:B»_lu wqm..m,nwcv Kumari | ch.Bm:_,.r Bhairav, Kumari, Bhairav,
- faces Kumari Kumari
Windéw ~ Tara, Brahmayani, Tara Tara, Vaisnavi, Tara Tara, Bhadrakali, Tara, Maheswari,
Tosan Tara Tara
~ 2nd floor .mn::m, Bhairav, ,Oommm.m.,m on .m.rom 2 Bhairav, Mahalaxmi, w:wwnw.ﬁ, Tndrayani, Bhairav, Kumari,
. Brahmayani, Bhairav Mahakali, Bhairay Varahi, Bhairav Vaisnavi, Bhairav
“Wisdow Wcsmlﬂwwup:pc.. Kumari = " Kumari, Bhairav, Varahi, Bhairav, Mahakali, Bhairav,
faces: Kumari Kumari Kumari
Central - Ww_.nw,rawww:w Brahmayani . ’ Brahmayani
Window
Toran
3rd mv,,o-u.. Struts Kw:nmiwlu wir@».stm .Kwr.&mxnﬂm. Mahakali Vaisnovi, Varahi
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Elevatian of Brahmayani Temple
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Fig. No. 3
Section of Brahmayani Temple
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A process of chemical treatment going on wooden objects
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yantra found. on the supporting ' timber of the Temple's Pinngele

(B} A scene of Eye opening ceremony.
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