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FROM THE DIRECTOR

his time we have been a bit

late in bringing Himadri
to our members. Our sincere
apologies. We got caught up in
a myriad other small things and
kept pushing back the publication
of the newsletter. Somewhat
similar to the fate of trains
running late in our railway. Once
a train gets delayed it continues to
get pushed back and other trains
get precedence over it so that the
delay only gets worse over time.
In the colourful language used by
subordinate railway staff “gadi
pit jati hai”.

Our library “train”, however,
has been chugging along merrily
since our last issue. Despite a
severe shortage of space we have
not given up on acquiring new
books. Our collection now stands
at 13,500 (and growing). Those
who may have visited the library
recently would know that there
are books all over the place. Our
membership too has reached
840. Recently we introduced life
membership. A number of people
have come forward and taken
life membership. We welcome all
these new members to our family.

Our quest for additional space for
the library has intensified of late.
A proposal to put up additional
construction at the
premises so that we can have
more space for stacks, a larger
reading room and even a small
hall for our functions is being
considered at the appropriate
level. Hopefully, we should have

existing

some good news to share with you
in the near future. The proposed
cultural centre, the foundation
stone for which was laid by the
Governor on November 12, 2010
at a site adjacent to the Institute
of Hotel Management, is to be the
permanent home of the library.

We are constantly on the search
for ways to provide Dbetter
service to the reading public of
Dehradun. We have long felt that
we should do something to reach
out to senior citizens who find it
difficult to come to the library.
Dehradun, as is well known,
has been a preferred retirement
haven for a large number of
people. It was once described as
a town of “green hedges and grey
hair”. Sadly, the green hedges are
fast disappearing. Fortunately,
the grey hair are still in our midst.
We are now seriously working
on providing the services of a
mobile library to go to those who
cannot come to the library. We
plan to roll out this service in the
next six to eight weeks. We would
like to have suggestions from our
readers, especially those among
them who are senior citizens, on
what kind of books and other
materials they would like the
mobile library to stock and which
areas should be served in the
first phase (given our limited
resources we can only serve a
few localities in the city, to begin
with).

The library has so far focussed
on the written word only. We do

have a few video discs, mainly
documentary films on the
Himalayas. We feel we should
build a good collection of more
such DVDs as also good music
CDs. We would like feedback
from our members/potential
members what they think of this
idea, and if they are in favour then
what kind of films and music they
would like the library to stock.
Given the fact that there are a
number of video shops hiring out
commercial films in the city, I do
not think the library should go in
for this category.

We will eagerly await your
response. Please do get in touch
with us, as we do want to hear
from you. Good bye for now - till
our next issue that is, which, we
assure you, will not delayed too
much.

B. K. Joshi
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simple style of recitation. The
atmosphere of the hills would
come alive when he recited his

poetry.
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Girda in Doon Reading’s

olk poet and theatre

personality ~ Girish  Tiwari
popularly known as 'Girda'
breathed his last on 22nd
August, 2010. Girda embodied
the topography and the culture
of the Uttarakhand hills in his
personality. He started his career
as a rikhshaw puller and a folk
artiste and then worked in the
Song and Drama Division of the
Central Government. He later
quit his job. Despite his failing
health recited his poetry at the
Doon Readings in May, 2010 and
enthralled the audience with his
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Mrinal Pande,
Chairperson, Prasar
Bharti Board comes to
Dehradun

rs Mrinal Pandey came to

Dehradun on 31* July, 2010
at the joint invitation of the Doon
Library and Ressearch Centre
and Natraj Publishers to release a
Hindi translation of Jim Corbet’s,
Temple Tigers and More Man
Eaters of Kumaon, done by
Naresh Chandra Madhwal and
Thakur Dutt Joshi’'s, Kumaon
ke Khaufnak Adamkhor. Both
these books have been published
by Natraj. She said that in order
to save the tigers it is more
important to save the jungles.
Only then could the tigers be
saved. There has to be a very clear
policy in this regard. The release
function was presided over
by Shri NS Napalchiyal, Chief
Secretary of Uttarakhand, Shri
Indu Kumar Pandey, Chairperson
Third State Finance Commission

and Shri RVS Rawat, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests were

the other distinguished guests on
this occasion.This function was
organized by Natraj Publishers
and DLRC.
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recital of classicalmusicat Welham
Girls School. The performer was
Kalapini Komkali, the daughter
of the Ilegendary classical
vocalist Kumar Gandharva. She
enthralled the audience with her
music for about two hours as
she sang many compositions of
her father. The DLRC honoured
her by presenting a boquet of
flowers and a shawl to her. The
presentation was made by Dr BK
Joshi.
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Ranganathan Day
Celeberated

n 11" August 2010 the
librarians of all the major
libraries of Dehradun assembled
to pay tribute to the father of
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library science in India. The
proceedings were concluded
with Dr BK Joshi commenting
that the objective of the creation
of a knowledge society can only
be realized if there are good and
well maintained libraries. The
states of North India are lagging
behind in this respect. From
the Doon Library, Mrs Suman
Bhardwaj, Shri Khushi Ram and
Mrs Meenakshi Kukreti Bhardwaj
were the ones to pay tribute.
The others were Ms CK Mamik
from Survey of India, Shri DK
Pandey from Indian Institute of
Petroleum, Shri VP Singh from
Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology and Sukriti Arya from
MKP (PG) College.
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A Memorable Meeting
with Dr Ranganathan

fter successfully completing

a course in
Library Science
I joined the
National Institute
for the Visually
Handicapped at
Dehradun as a
librarian. After
that I went to do a Advanced
Course at the Banaras Hindu
UniversityIn 1959 we were
taken on an all-India tour to visit
different libraries of the country.
After visiting the National Library
in Calcutta we went to Madras

and finally to Bangalore to meet
Dr Ranganathan, who has been
regarded as the father of Library
Science in India. All the students
who met him were subjected
to a scolding. He said that why
have they chosen to become a
librarian. It is a thankless job
and the openings are very few.
In educational institutions the
students as well as the faculty
show scant respect to the library
staff.

When I went to meet him and told
him whereIwork he straightaway
asked me as to what facilities we
are offering to the persons who
are visually handicapped. I told
him that braille books are issued
to students. Apart from that we
even send books to the visually
handicapped persons on demand
through post all over India.
After those books are returned
a different set is sent to them.
Dr Ranganathan was very
impressed with the work which
we were doing.

- KC Saxena
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Hem Singh Daryal goes to
BHU

fter serving the Doon Library

as an Assistant Librarian
with distinction for over three
years Hem Singh Daryal has been
selected by the Banaras Hindu
University.He was given a warm
send off by the DLRC staff.
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Srimanjari, Through War
And Famine : Bengal
1939-1945, 2009, New
Delhi

his work documents a very

vital and a largely unexplored
period of Indian history. After the
Japanese occupation of Burma
in March, 1942, Bengal or more
specifically Calcutta became a
very important base for Allied
operations in the war against the
Japanese. In a multi-dimensional
study the author has explored
the political, social and economic
impact of the Second World War
on Bengal. Political parties like
the Hindu Mahasabha and the
Muslim League had alimited mass
base. Still they were able to survive
because of the machinations of the
colonial state. This study shows
how these parties were able to
increase their support because
of cooperating with the British
war effort. The British colonial
state had developed the myth
of the martial and non-martial
races. The catchment area for the
British Indian Army was Punjab.
Due to the exigencies of war two
million personnel were recruited.

The catchment area had to be
expanded. Hindu Mahasabha
saw this as an oppurtunity to
recruit more Bengali Hindus in
order to get rid of the stigma that
Bengalis are a non-martial race.
The Muslim League also pressed
for the recruitment of more
Muslims in different branches
of the government.In Bengal the
land lord-peasant relationship
had a communal dimension as
the land-lords were Hindus and
the peasantry was Muslim. The
League also raised issues relating
to land relations and was able
to marginalize Fazlul Haque’s
Krishak Praja Party. There was
a boom in industrial production
but the industrial working class
could not benefit as it had a
low bargaining power. Inflation
spiraeled but the wages remained
stagnant. There are references to
the growing popularity of Subhash
Chandra Bose despite the British
propaganda that he was a mere
quisling as well as the activities
of the parallel government
established during the Quit India
movement in Midnapore.

As the administrative machinery
was geared to serve the war effort
rural Bengal suffered a tragedy
of catastrophic proportions. Food
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grains were stocked to cater to
the needs of the army. Boats
which were the main source of
transporting food grains were
commandeered by the army and
the result was the Bengal famine.
Rich empirical evidence has been
produced to support the theory
that the famine was essentially a
man made tragedy. The attitude
of the authorities towards the
famine victims was callous. The
sight of the victims dying on the
pavements of Calcutta dented the
prestige of the British Empire.
By way of solution the colonial
authorities decided to repatriate
the famine victims who had
been forced to come to the city in
search of food. The callousness of
the authorities was coupled with
the indifference of the middle
classes who were the beneficiaries
of the boom in economic activities
fuelled by the war.

The author has worked on this
subject for almost 25 years. A
variety of sources have been used
to study a complex historical
situation. Each component of this
complex situation can be a subject
of a separate book. This book can
work as a good starting point for
scholars interested in this period.

- Manoj Panjani

Books and the Youth of
Mumbai

In the commercial capital of
the country how do the youth
spend their spare time. They
would be hanging around in the
multiplexes, foodcourts, discos,
ontheir computers or laptops
and yes even at the book shops.
The Landmark book shop at
Andheri West is one such place.
Located inside a shopping mall it
is patronized by the young. On a
Sunday parents come with their
children just like they would go to
an amusement park. Customers
put their purchases in baskets just

i
%

as in any super market or large
store. Young people working in
the entertainment industry come
to unwind whenever they are free.
This is also the place where they
sometimes make their contacts.
Browsing is permited. There is a
sofa where readers sit and browse
for hours together. One girl by the
name of Adishree was reading
Mahadevi Verma’s Deepshikha.
She had come from Begusarai in
Bihar and works as an assistant
director in films. She said she
writes poetry herself. Another
girl was reading Bipan Chandra’s
India Since Independence.

She was an under graduate
student who was studying
English Literature, Economics

and Political Science. She wanted
to major in Political Science
in preference to the other two
subjects which apparently have
greater scope. She wanted to make
a career in international relations
or policy planning. One look at the
Landmark bookshop would once
again shatter the myth that the
youth is not interested in reading.

- Manoj Panjani



10

hi ~~adri

ydcpiosd o ufd urcepl i
sedl »=iol

T IR U9 Y s | gfafed
3T 91eT qIShi i T& § R/ T
SR B W@ g | IE qRem AR T
< IR S & | TR &
e TR Uit A T 3tiRel §
39 9 i gfte 3t % foF 98 SHad
2010 9 [ T TEIehTe™ H FHA 6542
e 3T | S HIE § Faitdeh 1210
TS JEIRIE H UgH | SRl H
SH d % B: WeH H N A1 86
iR ek YEiehlerd & Ted a9
14 gfeTd o7 Al 9 | ST TEAT
e TR o o=l o Taail I
T o IR H SRR U
Al SARKEN 1 &1 TEeh Tl g
YR TH MY g I A=
AT 8:00 § T 8:00 Il Tk H
ekt H I TE T1-TE W @l |
S ST 50 | 60 e FafHd w9
AR Wd © | TKIhTe o e
T 7 ol ¥ e e W Res
¥ § e THER o 9 wfeEf
gt fafay afseRiel w1 9ed-ued
T T JEHEd & U TSR h
g I8 T 2R fordl 3T S
ERERS

Visitors to the Doon
Library on the Increase

Between January to June, 2010
the number of persons visiting
the Doon Library was 6542. The
sultry weather in the month of
June did not dampen the spirit
of our readers as 1210 persons
visited the library. Young persons
constitute an over whelming
majority of the visitors.
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