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Programme in memory
of Mahapandit Rahul
Sankrityayan

A programme in memory of
Mahapandit Rahul Sankrityayan
was organised on May 12, 2012.
Speakers on this occasion
included Prof. Dhirendra
Sharma, Shri Liladhar Jagudi,
Mrs Jaya Parhawk (daughter
of Rahul Sankrityayan) and
Prof. Pushpesh Pant of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University.
Jaya Parhawk shared her
memories of her father during
their stay in Mussoorie. Other
speakers highlighted the various
facets of Snkritryayan’s life and
work, especially his travels in
India, Tibet, Afghanistan and
Central Asia which earned him
the sobriquet as the originator
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR to all our
members,  well-wishers  and
library users. As we complete the
sixth year of our service to the
book-loving people of Dehradun,
and enter a new year we have
mixed feelings. On the one hand
we feel really proud and happy
about what we have managed to
achieve in this short period of six
years, and on the other we feel
quite despondent when we realise
that our efforts to build on our
present-achievements and create
an institution of our dreams are
hitting against the wall.

Let me first refer to “our
achievements, not with a view to
blowing our own horn but more in
the nature of sharing information
with our readers. Starting from
scratch in  December 2006,
we have managed to build a
collection of more than 17,500
volumes in diverse subjects in
Hindi and English. The quality of
books in the library has widely
been appreciated by our members
and visitors to the library. Our
membership now exceeds 1425.
This includes 85 life members.
Membership, moreover, is
constantly on the rise. Members
have been actively using the
library. On an average 750-800
books are borrowed every month.
The library maintains two reading
rooms - one for newspapers and
magazines open to the general
public from 8 AM to 8 PM on all
days, and one for library books
and journals open to members
during libraryworking hours. Both
are full of readers throughout
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the time they are open. At times
we have had to squeeze in extra
chairs to accommodate the rush
of users. It is a very satisfying
sight for us to see a large number
of young people using our

reading rooms, and based on the
feedback that we get, benefiting
from its use. For instance, last
year we came to know that about
40 young users of the library had
qualified for jobs through various

competitive examinations.
Another interesting, yet quite
unanticipated, development is
that many young people have
started using the library premises
to either do their own'reading or to
have discussion with their peers
on common subjects in small
groups. It is a very pleasant sight
to see four or five small groups
sitting in our small front lawn
on a sunny winter day engrossed
in study or discussion among
themselves.

Now the reason for our
despondence. We are now facing
a really severe space crunch.
Our present space is just not
enough to meet even our present
requirements, not to speak
of future growth. There is no
space available to accommodate
additional shelves for books,
more seating for the growing
number of readers in our reading
rooms, or work place for our own
staff. Any visitor to the library
will attest that books are spread
all over the place. The dilemma
is that the library cannot stop
acquiring more books, else it will
become a dead institution, but
the space to accommodate new
acquisitions is simply not there.
Furthermore, we have had to
put on hold all plans to provide
more facilities and services. For
instance we have long felt the
need to add a children’s section
which we cannot do with the
existing facilities. In the absence
of a hall we have had to hire
space to hold panel discussion
and other programmes. All our
efforts to expand space at the
existing premises have not borne
fruit; but we have not lost hope.
We continue to hope that sooner
or later we will succeed and we
will be able to fulfil our dream of
giving a first rate, state of the art
library to the people of Dehradun.
In this endeavour we seek the
assistance of all our readers and
well-wishers. Let us jointly work
towards this goal with sincerity
and dedication, and hope 2013
will prove lucky for us.
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of “science of travel”. Speakers
recalled his encyclopaedic
knowledge, contribution to
learning especially Tibetan
studies and Buddhism, and his
signal contribution in bringing a
large body of manuscripts from
Tibet which are now housed in
the Patna museum. A number
of prominent litterateurs and
citizens of the city attended the
programme.

On this occasion a modest
exhibition on the life and
works of Mahapandit
Sankrityayan was also put up at
the Manthan Conference Centre,
the venue of the programme.
The photographs and books
were provided kind courtesy of
Mrs Jaya Parhawk.
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Librarian’s Day

A programme to celebrate
Librarian’s Day, in honour of
Shri S.R. Ranganathan, the
father of Library Science in
India, was organised on August
12, 2012, in collaboration
with the Central Government
Libraries Association (CGLA),
Dehradun at Manthan
Conference Centre. This was
the third consecutive year in
which such a programme was
organized. The main speaker on
the occasion was Dr R.S. Rana,
Librarian, HNB Garhwal Central

University, Srinagar. The CGLA
honoured Mrs M Dev, retired
librarian of ONGC Dehradun,
with its Lifetime Achievement
Award, on the occasion. A
number of librarians of the city
and prominent citizens attended
the function.
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Japanese film show

A special show of a Japanese
film “The end of Summer” was
organised in collaboration with
the Japan Foundation on July 21,
2012 atthe conference hall of the
Azim Premji Foundation. On this
occasion two representatives of
the Japan Foundation, who had
specially come for the function
were also present. They briefed
the audience about the work
of the Foundation and also
introduced the film. A large
number of people enjoyed the
film.
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A panel discussion on
The Idea of India

A panel discussion on The
Idea of India was organised
on February 25, 2012 at Hotel
Regent. The panellists included
Dr Shekhar Raha, Dr Sumanta
Banerjee, Dr Indu Singh and
Dr B.K. Joshi. The programme
was anchored by Shri Rajen
BrijNath Adviser in DLRC. The
discussion was followed by a
lively discussion, the highlight
of which was participation by a
group of students from Welham
Girls School.
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Shri N.D. Tewari, former
Chief Minister Uttarakhand
visits the library

Shri N.D. Tewari, former Chief
Minister Uttarakhand visited
the Library on June 30, 2012
and interacted with the staff
regarding the problems and
needs of the Library. The Doon
Library & Research Centre had
been inaugurated by Shri Tewari
in December 2006, when he was
the Chief Minister of the State.
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Visit by Library

Science students

from B.R. Ambedkar
University, Lucknow

A group of Library Science
students from the B.R.
Ambedkar Central University,
Lucknow visited the Library on
July 26, 2012. They familiarised
themselves with the functioning
of the library and had
discussions with the Librarian
and other members of the
Library Staff.
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Visit by Planning
students from CEPT
University, Ahmedabad

A group of Planning students

from the CEPT University,
AhmedabadvisitedtheLibraryon
August 09, 2012 and interacted
with the Honorary Director on
the urban character, problems
and needs of Dehradun city.
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Dastambo

Naseem Bano Ansari, a member
of the Doon Library and a Urdu
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writer, writer poems and stories
for children, read portions of
her still unfinished translation
of Dastambo, a prose work of
Mirza Ghalib, on October 10. The
portions she read out dealt with
Ghalib’s views on the Revolt of
1857 and the description of the
days when he had to make ends
meet by selling clothes and
utensils.
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New Publications

A monograph on The “Missing”
Girl Child in Uttarakhand by
B.K. Joshi has recently been
brought out. The publication
uses data from Census 2011
and the Annual Health Survey,
2010-11 undertaken by the
Registrar General of India to
analyse the prevalence of pre-
natal sex determination in
the State and also estimates
the number of "missing” girl
children in 2010-11.

A book titled Himalaya ke Gaon
Mein, by Chandra Shekhar
Tewari, Research Associate in
the Doon Library & Research
Centre and Dr Arun Kuksal,
Senior Scientific Officer,
Uttarakhand Council of Science
& Technology, has just been
completed and is ready for
release. The publication arose
out of their participation in an
extensive survey of villages
undertaken in 1986-87 in the
then 8 hill districts of undivided
Uttar Pradesh under the
supervision of Dr B.K. Joshi at

g cH cEnT! RE
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the Giri Institute of Development
Studies, Lucknow. These two
Research Assistants maintained
a diary of their observations in
the villages they visited during
the course of the survey. Parts
of the diary were serialised in
the Nainital Samachar earlier.
Permission of Nainital Samachar
has been obtained to include the
portions serialised by them.

A publication on the linguistic
study of Garhwali, Kumaoni
and Jaunsari (in Hindi) by Dr
Achalanand Jakhmola is also in
the press. It will be published as
soon.

a1 RbcHAdbIR A1

AaST BT &Y 2UeGiclfes

gufag fhen fmfar iR faders
91 A9l & e W Teashler
T WY B A IT 26 RN
2012 1 e St & iR
fthed STd | 37 Hequl arem
1 IS fhaT| 39 31T W TeRgH
% guifaa fes@r 3R 9 gferm
Teifiesres & eTels foet <t
q TR 1969 H W sE 9
1984 | Yef¥td #omer fhed & @R
T I | g1 JRihed % |
THIAUE B0 TN IS 3 e
yfag fhed wa Teeufd & waYes
¥ gta fhed g7y & sk |
faar & grarsti 1 SRt <1 | 39
STEHR R B0 Agare™ gt T
Feqen foraret, gt 76\ o 3 ot
91 F9ET & INEH i A TR |

A Tribute to Film
Maker Yash Chopra

On October 26 the Doon Library
and Research Centre paid a

tribute to the eminent film
maker Yash Chopra. Shri Aloke
Behari Lal former Director
General of Police, a Painter
and a of cinema and music
aficionado spoke at length about
two films directed by him Yash
Chopra: [ttefaque, released
in 1969 and Mashal released
in 1984. Manoj Panjani spoke
about Dharamputra released
in 1962. This film was based on
Acharya Chatursen Shastri’'s
novel of the same name and was
the recipient of the President’s
Silver Medal.
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Interaction with Prof.
John Leavitt and Prof.
Annie Montaut

On December 17 a fascinating
discussion was organized with
Dr John Leavitt, Professor
of Ethno-Linguistics in the
Department of Anthropology,
University of Montreal (Canadal)
and Prof. Annie Montaut,
Professor INALCO (National
Institute for Oriental Languages
and Civilisations), Paris
(France). Prof. Leavitt talked
about small languages (in terms
of number of speakers) and also
dwelt on the evolution of on the
origin and evolution languages
with numerous examples from
Indian languages. He also dwelt
on his studies of Jagar and folk
songs like nyauli and hurkiya
bol that have an intimate link
with agricultural practices and
the changes that have taken
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place in them over time. Prof,
Annie Montaut talked about
the problems of translation
from one language to another
and illustrated her talk with
numerous examples of the
translations of leading literary
works undertaken by her. The
presentations were followed by
a lively discussion and question
and answer session.
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Launch of the book
Mera Hindustan

Launch of the book Mera
Hindustan (Hindi translation of
Jim Corbett’'s My India) by the
well-known actor Mr Tom Alter
was organised on May 30, 2012
in collaboration with Natraj
Publishers, the publishers of
the book at the World Integrity
Centre. Shri S Ramaswami,
Principal Secretary Planning,
Government of Uttarakhand

11



12

hi~~adri

was the Chief Guest and
Shri R.B.S. Rawat, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Uttarakhand was the Guest of
Honour.
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TV serial Bharat Ek Khoj

Since March 2012 weekly
screening of Shyam Benegal's
TV serial Bharat Ek Khoj,
based on Jawaharlal Nehru's
Discovery of India is being held
in the Library. So far over 40
episodes of the serial have
been shown. A number of young
users of the library regularly
attend and find the programme
very informative. In the past
too similar screening had been
organized and proved to be
very popular among the young
members.
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Mountain Day Observed
on 12th December, 2012

On the occasion of the
International Mountain Day,
the Doon Library & Research
Centre organized a day long
discussion on December 11.
The theme identified by FAO
for this year’s International Day
was Mountains and Forests.
Based on this we decided to
focus on the theme Women and
Forests: Context Uttarakhand
for our discussions. The Chief
Guest on the occasion was Shri
Chandi Prasad Bhatt, leading

social

environmentalist and
worker of the country, recipient
of Padma Bhushan, Magsaysay
awardee and numerous other
awards and decorations. The
other speakers on the occasion

were Dr Harshvanti Bisht,
Principal  Government PG
College, Doiwala (Dehradun),

well-known mountaineer and
environmentalist and  Shri
Sachidananda Bharti of the
Doodhatoli Lok Vikas Samiti,
a key Chipko activist and
environmental crusader. Shri
Indu Kumar Pandey, former
Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand
and presently Adviser on
Planning and Development to
the Chief Minister, Uttarakhand
presided over the function.

Presentations by Shri Bhatt and
Dr Bisht were accompanied by
slides highlighting the natural
resources, biological diversity
andlivesoftheordinarymountain
dwellers, especially women in
the Uttarakhand Himalayas and
the changes that have occurred
in the Gangotri glacier over

the years. The view emerging
from the discussion was that
conservation of the mountains
was possible by a vigorous
programme of afforestation.
Large scale participation of
women was necessary for such
a programme to be effective.

Comment: Indian State
and Patriarchy: What
Does it Mean ?

Some time in 1988, when | had
just finished work on my PhD
thesis, | met another research
scholar, who said that the topic
of her research was Indian State
and Patriarchy. Nearly 25 years
later | think that | am beginning
to understand the meaning
of this term. There are laws
like 498 A which make mental
torture of a married woman a
cognizable offence. Six years
back a very comprehensive
law on domestic violence was
passed. But the attitude of the
authorities is never positive.
They tend to assume that such
provisions are grossly misused.
Violence against women has
been on the increase. Opinion
of politicians cutting across
party lines is unanimous on
the causes of this escalation:
young girls and women should
not venture out of their homes
in the late hours of the day.
Many politicians want to impose
a dress code on women. This
shows the patriarchal mindset
of the Indian state.

When figures show a high
percentage of population
suffering from malnutrition,
the standard response s
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to strengthen the public
distribution system. One very
important cause is ignored
viz., food distribution within the
family is not even. This problem
isvery acute in the agriculturally
prosperous region of Haryana
and Western UP. If women are
suffering from malnutrition, the
children born to such women
are also going to suffer. But
our planners do not seem to be
inclined to address this problem.
The patriarchal mindset of the
Indian state seems to be at work
here also.

As India is a vast country there
are several political ideologies
at work and there are different
political parties representing
theseideologies. Onmanyissues
of vital importance a political
consensus is impossible to
find. But apparently none of the
parties seem to have a problem
with the patriarchal mindset of
the Indian state.

-Manoj Panjani

Review:

Meera Kosambi, Women
Writing Gender: Marathi Fiction

before Independence, New-
Delhi 2012. This work is an
anthology of Marathi (abridged)
novels and short stories written
by women during the late 19
and the 20™ century. Literature
produced during the period of
Nationalism and Social Reform
was predominantly didactic in
nature. Fiction was a forum in
whichsocialissuesweredebated
and discussed. My own research
“The Ideological Progression of
the Women Question in Colonial
India,1820-1947" (a Research
Project Undertaken by the
Doon Library and Research
Centre] has shown that there
existed in 1947, a women’'s
movement with a well defined
agenda. The salient features
of this agenda were economic
independence for women, their
right to inherit property, similar
educational curriculum for boys
and girls, their right to divorce,
right to control over fertility,
and a concept of marriage
based on the notion of love and
companionship.

These ideas were developed
over a period of nearly 90 years
by women themselves. Since
the second half of the 19*
century, a handful of educated
women developed a self
perception about themselves
and their position in society.
Towards the end of the century
women like Tarabai Shinde,
Pandita Ramabai Saraswati
and Mokhshodayani expressed
dissatisfactionwith theirexisting
conditions and by 1917 they
were demanding equal status.
A novel of Kashibai Kanitkar

included in this anthology which
she started writing in 1913 and
which was published in 1928
had an introduction which said
that gender egalitarianism was
her utopia. By participating in
the Non-Co-Operation and Civil
Disobedience movements their
quest for equality got legitimacy
and the 1931 session of the
Indian National Congress passed
the resolution on equal rights.
After that women focussed their
energies on defining equality.

Meera Kosambi's anthology
shows the major contours
of the debates concerning

women’s issues. The anthology
contains excerpts from two
novels of Kashibai Kanitkar
and Indira  Sahasrabudhe,
abridged novels of Geeta Sane
and Premabehn Kantak and
stories of Vibhavari Shirukar
and Shakuntala Paranjape.
Kashibai Kanitkar belonged to
an earlier generation, while the
other writers in this anthology
wrote in the 1930°s when the
Women's Question had acquired
a somewhat radical colour. The
works of these writers talk about
the oppressive aspects of the
institution of marriage. Awoman
does not have a say in the choice
of her husband. Redressalin the
form of divorce is not available
to her. Bigamy is legal for a
man. He is free to desert his
wife. Economic independence
had been regarded as a panacea
for all the ills faced by women.
One story by Vibhavari Shirukar
deals with the issue of the
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exploitation of a working women by her own family. The complex issue of women'’s sexuality is also dealt
with in these works.

The 77 page introduction discusses in brief the manner in which women’s issues are discussed in the
works of male authors like HN Apte, VM Joshi, SV Ketkar, NS Phadke, VS Khandekar, BV Varekar and GT
Madkholkar. Their attitude according to the author is patronising.

-Manoj Panjani

~

(0ur Publications

1. Reflections on Reform of Higher Education in Uttarakhand
- B.K. Joshi, 2008
2. 2009 Lok Sabha Election in Uttarakhand : An Analysis
- B.K. Joshi & Amit Verma, 2009
3. Uttarakhand ke Samajik Itihas Lekhan ki Samasyaen
- D.D. Sharma,2010
4. Towards a New Architecture of Local Government with Special Reference to Uttarakhand
- B.K. Joshi, 2010
5. Readership Survey : Preliminary Results
- B.K. Joshi & C.S. Tewari, 2010
6. Census 2011 : A Preliminary analysis of Results for Uttarakhand
- B.K. Joshi & Amit Verma, 2011

7. Biodiversity Conservation in the Western Himalaya: Western Himalayan Ecoregional Strategy and
Action Plan

- Surendra P. Singh & Rajesh Thadani, 2011
8. Kumaun Anchal me Ramleela ki Parampara
- Chandrashekhar Tewari (Ed.}, 2011
9. Allahabad Coffee House : Chand Yaadein
- Manoj Panjani (Ed.)}, 2011
10. Chal Tumadi Bate - Baat (Folk Tales of Uttarakhand)
- Deewan Nagarkoti, 2012
11. “Missing” Girl Child in Uttarakhnd
- B.K. Joshi, 2012
12. Himalay Ke Gaon Mein (A Travelogue)

- Arun Kuksal and Chandrashekhar Tewari, 2012
\_ _J

/NN

Himadri is published by Dr B K Joshi on behalf of Doon Library & Research Centre,
DOON LIBRARY 21 Parade Ground, Dehradun 248001, Uttarakhand and printed at Shiva Offset Press,
/ \ Dehra Dun. Ph: +91 135 2711485; Fax: +91 135 2713065;

E-mail: doonlibf@yahoo.co.in; Website: www.doonlibrary.org

& Research Centre



