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'The aroma of

KHARA

Soaltee Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, Kathmandu
presents awe inspiring culinary traditions of India’s
Northwest Frontier at its best.

A team of master chefs, create culinary magic for
lunch and dinner by working with recipes and
processes preserved since Medieval times.
Recipes savored by ancient warriors and perfected
by our chefs using rare and exotic spices in an
ambiance of rugged interiors, makes a meal in the
Bukhara an experience that you will relish forever.

Ancient, vet Regal. Rugged, yet Grand. This is the
Bukhara for you. SOALTEE

2 {olidoy Dnn

CROWNE PLAZA®
KATHMANDU

For Reservations please call Restuarant Manager Abhay
Raj Gurungor Chef Bhaskar Sankhari at 273999 Extn 65355




Mock Empathy

1t appears that John Mock did not read
my article ("Belligerent Villagers of
Khunjerab", March/April 1997) belore
writing the so-called rejoinder (July/
August 1997). He is off the mark and
seems Lo have been guided by the
American "been there, seen that"
mentality. ‘

| do not know why Mock felt the
need te clarify thar Karchena: Valley is not
used by Shimshalis but by Avgarchi
Wakhis when I have made no claims on
the matter. Mock was indeed present at
the Jaunching of Khunjerab National Park
(KNFy Management Plan, but unfortunately
he was not parl of the 90-minute-long
discussion that our group of journalists
had with the delegation from Shimshal. [
can assure him that the Shimshalis are
indeed very, very resentful of the
method of formutation of the Manage-
ment Plan. 1 alse stand by my statement
that they would like to control everything
that happens within the boundaries
of KNP,

I will not argue with Mock's state-
ment that Shimshali literacy stands at 33
percent because of my own ignorance of
the exact status, but [ would like to point
out that T did not write about any Knp
Plan suggesting the incluston of Shimshal
valley in the Park. 1 only wrote that the
Management Plan will include a separate
chapter on Shimshal dealing with the
valley's problems, demands, etc. Because
of his lack of knowledge of Urdu, Mock
perhaps failed to [ollow the proceedings
accurately.

] alsa did not write that Marco Polo
sheep had ever been reported in
Shimshal, as Mock deems necessary to
clarify Neither have [ accused the Wakhi
peopie of decimating this endangered
animal - | have only commented on its
endangered status. On the matter of
Furzen Dur, he is merely nit-picking. 1
admit my words that the valley "is totally
bare [of birch trees]* was an overstate-
meni; but only to emphasise that the
Shimshalis are not yet acquainted with the
word "sustainable" and that the few trees
that are left simply do not warrant the
name "Birch Valley".

Moteaver, if there are some few trees
. left, it is not because the Shimshalis
understand the need to conserve them,
but because there are no roads to remove
the timber. They do nat always, as Mock
says, "avoid destroying a scarce resource”.
Chikar in the far east of Shimsbal is a
good example of where they have
completely destroyed the willows.
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The letter seems to flow [rom John
Mock's empathy for the Shimshali people.
1, too, like them, but one must not try to
gloss over thie weaknesses of one's friends.

Salman Rashid
Lahere

Judicious Decision

It was terribly disheartening and annoying
to learn from the interview in "Lverest
Mulagat" {July/August 1997) that the
unsuccessful attempt to scale Mt Everest
this year by Pakistan’s ace climbers,

Sher Khan and Nazir Sabir, drew

adverse reaction in Pakistan. Such
reaction shows appalling ignorance

about mountaineering.

Ontly last year, for example, some
eizht mountaineers, including two
renowned climbers, Scott Fischer and Rob
Hall died during separate expeditions to
Everest. Ironically, it was Rob Hall who
had said admonishingly to his teamn before
setting off from Base Camp that scaling
the Everest was only part of the challenge.
The real test was to do it and return
safely.

Sher Khan and Nazir Sabir showed
good sense, as would be expected of
seasoned climbers, in deciding to forgo
the last 200 metres to Everest's summit in
deference to the weather which had
begun to turn foul. If Fischer and Hall
had acted likewise at the critical moment,
they would most probably be alive today,
as would many others who have perished
in Everest expeditions. Having resisted
the pressure of setting off in unfavourable
weather, Sher Khan and Nazir Sabir can
now look to another opportunity to
achieve their goal.

Instead of castigating them for
turning back, as il it were a cowardly act,
the Pakistani public should be pleased
that the climbers acted sensibly and
avoided a disaster. That many in Pakistan
should be so ignorant about mountaineer-
ing is unbecoming of a couniry that
possesses some of the world's highest
mountains and where the best climbers of
the world come to climb. Pakistan

Television (PTV) should do programmes to
educate the public about mountaineering.
The Alpine Club of Pakistan should
collaborate with PTV and the print media
in this regard.

Hepelully, the Pakistan government
would be forthcoming with funds to
sponsor the next expedition even il it no
longer coincides with the country’s 50th
year of independence. Hopetully, too, the
next time the Pakistani climbers would
not be subjected to extraneous pressure,
and the media would de a much better
job of covering a climbing expedition as it
sheuld.

Sher Khan and Nazir Sabir did the
right thing to wait for a better day.
Wouldn't it have been [ar worse if they
had perished, and perished because ot
bad judgement or because of pressure
from people who know so little about
mountaineering?

Nazir Kamal
Islamabad

Revenge the Only Palliative
It is clear from the opening essay in the
September/October issue, "Red Star over
South Asia’ by Dipak Gyawali, that
latter-day Maoist insurgencies in Nepal
and India have much in common with
those in Peru and other traditicnal
mountainous regions of South America.
The writer has creditably identified the
hopeless nihilism that these movements
seem to feed on, and the scurces of that
nihilism, and the hypocrisy of
developmentalist states in dealing with it.
The fact is that globalisation without
strong state mitigation is essentially a
death sentence for traditional commuri-
ties in economically marginal regions. 1t s
only natural that some of the people living
there would recognise that fact and
prescribe revenge as the only palliative
available - thus pronouncing their own
death sentence on the society that is
destroying them.

Maoism" that Gyawalt mentions, it seems
few in the 1990s can see a Maoist utopia






~as an attainable goal. That utopia is only
useful as a standard against which the
existing situation can be tried and found
‘guilty:
~ ltis the tragedy of the times that the
-+ sort of sincere concemn and honest deating
-on the part of the state that could repre-
sent a way out for marginalised communi-
ties is in such short-supply.
Jim Williams -
Berkeley, California

Revolutionise Bureancracy -
The article "Red Star over South Asia"
- couldn't be more accurate. Gyawali

. “itouches on a theme that the masses have

“been struggling with for thousands of
years. The lower and middle classes of
society ache for a just, equal society.
‘Unfortunately, this has been an elusive
goal so far because all we have been

able to come up with as an answer is .
"bureaucracy”. Communist Bureaucracy,
Capitalist Bureaucracy, chtatorship
Bureaucracy ...

It has been individuals like Mahatma
Gandhi, Buddha, Aung San Suu Kyi,
Thich Nat Han and a thousand others
whose names have never been recorded in
history books that have discovered and
fought for a new social order. Who have,
as Gyawali has stated, faced the problems
*head on". But 10 really change a society it

uMai[

1akes the power of the whole community
to discover and fight for something better.
Fight firm and fight long. And therein lies
the problem, the struggle of the ages.

So far history has taught that this
kind of change can only be accomplished
when the community can stand behind a
charismatic leader like one of those Hsted
above. If there is none, people quietly ease
themselves into lives of pettiness, egoism,
apathy and sloth. The day a community
(either a village, city, state, or country)
resolves to reform itsell rigorously,
righteously and permanently with or
without any kind of "leader", is the day
the Maoist movement and ali other
"extremist" movements will cease to exist.

It is also the day when people

like Gandhi can devote

—
themselves to the fulfillment Yl
of living their own lives B
in peace, : 4! ad e
1 have lived in Nepal's ¥ . faN
western hills, an area heavily ; "

impacted by the Maoist
movement, and greatly
appreciate Gyawali's com-
ments on the schisimn hetween
the intellectual/political elite
in Kathmandu and the desperately poor
living in villages. His comments of apathy
on the part of the Kathmandu elite
couldn't be truer. For the poorest of the

) *‘

poor in the remote districts of Nepal, it
will be a painfully long time before -
Nepal's dysfunctional bureaucracy is
able to see them. Unless, of course, it
does something revolutionary like look a
little further.

Chris Murphy

American Peace Corps,

Kathmandu

Not the Way It Was

Satya Sivaraman's article on Cambodia,
"Cambodia's Maoists Quidid Mao"
(September/October 1997), was an

" important contribution to Himal's last

issue on Maoism in the Subcontinent.
Having lived last year in Cambodia with

my husband and two sons, [ am aware

of the horrors inflicted on the Cambodian
people and society by the Maoist Khmer
Rouge.

CALL FOR PAPERS

- Conference on South Asian Mediocrity

WELLME Ty THE
me (WEXENE
ON DRy

Himal is organising a conference on South Asian Mediocrity, to take place in
Spring 1998. The conference will seek to identify and explain the levels of
mediocrity found in all aspects of South Asian fife, from scholarship to
business, from politics to media, from architecture to public health. The
gathering will strive to survey the levels of mediocrity and understand why
South Asians lag ever-further behind in terms of our economies, culture(s),
intellectualism and self-image.

Scholars and specialists from across disciplines and from all South Asian
countries will come together to present papers that are not necessarily
restricted by theme, country or orientation. Because of its open-ended
nature, and in order to plan the conference, we ask those interested to send
in concisé outlines of proposed papers for consideration. Views about
particular themes that need to be covered or the manner in which presenta-
tions need to be made are also welcome. Please restrict yourself to a page in
single-space.

Watch this space or the magazine's web site for conference details.

Address your paper proposal to:

Mediocrity, Himal South Asia, GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal

fax: 977-1-521013 tel:977-1-522113/523845 email: himalmag@mos.com.np
URL: www.himalmag.com
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Vajra (literally--flash of
lighting), is an artists'
condominium, a transit
home for many,
praviding a base during
months of hibernation
and creative inspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour and peaceful
ambience, make an
ideal retreat from the
clock of pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Quiside

| stayed a week at the
Vajra, by which time |
had become so fond of
it that | stayed another.
John Collee
The Londen Observer

in Kathmandu,
the Vajra

Swayambhu, Dallu Bijyaswori, PO Box 1084, Kathmandu
Phone 271545, 272719 Fax 977 1 271695




However, | have two points of
disagreement with Sivaraman's analysis.
First, he grossly miscatculates the number
of Cambaodians killed by the
Khmer-Rouge when he writes: "The
results were horrendous, as tens of
thousands of urban Cambodians perished
in the countryside due to starvation, hard
labour and torture."

It is a well-known fact that over a
million, the majority of whom were urban
Cambodians forcibly evacuated from
Phnom Penh at the start of the Khmer
Rouge takeover in 1973, perished in the
nearly four-year ruie of the Khmer Rouge.
Just outside the city of Phnom Penh, there
is one sile alone referred to as "the Killing
Fields" with the skulls and bones of nearly
20,000 Cambodians killed during the
Khmer Rouge period. In addition to the
Cambodians who were killed or who
perished in the countryside, more than a
million left the country as refugees.

The second point is with regard to
Pol Pot's rise to power; Sivaraman
underscores the important role played by
the massive US bombhing of Cambodia
during the Vietnam War in bringing Pol
Pot and the Khmer Rouge to power:
"Historians argue that what really brought
Pol Pot and his bunch of [anatic national-
ists to power was the infamous bombing
of the Cambodian countryside by the US
air force claiming to be attacking Viet-
namese troops in the area." But to
principally blamie the US for bringing Pol
Pot to power is far too facile an explana-
tion for Cambodia's demise. King
Sihanouk, and the Cambodian people
themselves, also played a decisive role
which is the hardest reality for the
Cambodians te come to terms with.

Christina Files
Kathmandu

No Cars, Please
In answer to Siddharth Ghosh's letter in
the July/August issue which runs the

Readers are invited to comment,
criticise or add to information and
opinions appearing in H5A. Letters
should be brief, to the point, and
may be edited. Letters that are un-
signed and/or without addresses will
not be entertained. include daytime
telephone number, if possible.

PO Box 7251 Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel 977-1-522113, 523845

Fax 521013

email: himalmag@mos.com.np
URL: www.himaimag.com
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pedestrian Yeti into the
ground [or prelerring the old
Ambassador over bideshi cars,
I say a pox on both of them.
The question is not whether
we should be driving an
Ambassador or a Maruti, but
why we shouldn't build good
public transport and dis-
pense ol the automobile
altogether.

If any public transport
system killed even a minus-
cule fraction of the millions
of people slaughtered worldwide by the
automobile, the whole thing would be
shut down until the engineers found out
what was wrong. Il any public transportt
system ran so inefficiently as the automo-
bile, with its lifetime average speed,
calculated by Ralph Nader to be a
sluggish five miles per hour, it would
quickly be replaced by the other more
efficient and much safer systems already
in existence.

The automobile epitomises the worst
elements of private market capitalism by
forcing each individual to privately
reproduce the transport systetn at a cost
of three days' labour a week, worse than
the tax on the feudal serf who had to

~ work the master's land one day a week,

and certainly the opposite of the freedom
it pretends.

The automobile wastes vast resources
{or its manufacture and operation, and it
is destroying the enviroriment on a global
scale with its ernissions. Its noise, traffic
and fumes ruin the quality of urban life,
and its highly subsidised and expensive
roads destroy urban communities (usually
of the poor who lack the political clout to
resist their incursions) and eat up rural
farmlands.

Quoting Vandana Shiva in a recent
interview: "Because of these new car
models there is suddenly on the streets of
Delhi a new intolerance by the motorists
for both the cows and cyclists. So for the
first time the sacred cow in India, which
used o be such a wonderful
speed-breaker, is now seen as a nuisance.
For the first time, I've seen cows being hit
and hurt. These guys just go right past,
and if the cow is sitling on the road, they
don't care. We can't afford 1o have a
sacred car rather than a sacred cow.

*The other thing they're working very
hard at doing 1s to try and make cyclists -
including all the people who do servicing
and sell vegetables on every street -
declared illegal because they'te getting in
the way of the [ast cars. It means robbing

[ ARCFERSHOP ;
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the livelthood of millions of people who
are more ecological, who are helping save
the climate for ali of us."

There is one reason that the automo-
bile is ubiquitous, despite the existence of
far [aster, more elficient, safer, more
comfortable and convenient, and more
community- and environmental-friendly
forms of transport, and that is the gigantic
profits it gives oil companies, road
contracters, the automotive and steel
industries, the finance interests behind
them, and the gigantic propaganda
campaigns and political manoeuvring that
these industries have been involved in to
force such a sham on us and make us
imagine that we like it.

Stephen Mikesell
Birmingham, Alabama

Recognition Deserved
After going through the "Mail" column in
your September/October issue, | on my
own and on behalf of the victims of
torture would lke to assure that the
recognition accorded by the Mayor of San
Francisco to Mangala Sharma of BRAVVE
was not undeserved. The people who
made the claim otherwise in their letter
are not even to be found in the refugee
camps given as their address. This points
to some mischief makers who are out to
discredit the work of BRAVVE.

M.B. Gurung

Beldangi I Refugee Camp,

Jhapa, Nepal

Enclosed along with the above letter were a
number of hand-written notes from people
testifying to the good work being done by
BRAWVE,

This matter now stands closed. Editor.

Bamiyan Buddhas Safe

1 am surprised that news of the Taliban
high command's rebuttal of the stated
intentions of frent-line commander Abdul
Wahid to destroy the Buddhas of Bamiyan



had not reached Chhetria Patrakar in
Kathmandu by the time he wrote his
column, "Mediafile", in the July/August
issue. It seems bad news travels faster
than good news.

Let me put the columnist's mind at
test: senior Taliban leaders have told me

that they have no intention of blowing up,’

of even harming this relic. Being in a
position of editorial authority within the
- BBC,.even before the mews' of Commander
Wahid's intentions had broken, I had
discussed with colleagues the possibility
of doing somethirig to preserve the
Buddhas of Bamiyan. We had decided to
deal with the matter of preservation of
cultural heritage generally, and not to
address the case of the Buddhas directly.
There is an Afghan saying: "Better not to
tell 2 madman not to burn down a
haystack". If he had not thought of
doing it before, he will when you tell
him not to!

The BBC Kabul correspondent later
interviewed Maulvi Wakeel Ahmad,
senior spokesman of the leader of the
Taliban movement, on the subject of the
Buddhas. He made clear that the Taliban
had no intention of blowing up the
Buddhas. At the same time he tock care
not to offend the feelings of Taliban
soldiers on the front, who had been
responsible for the statement in the
first place.

Maulvi Wakeel Ahmad also gave an
interview on the BBC Pashto service, in
which he clearly stated that as no one was
worshipping the Buddhas of Bamiyan,
there was no need to destroy them.

On balance, in this case it was
probably better that the subject had been
aired, because we were able to elicit a
clear denial from a senior spokesman of
the movement. However, it is prudent to
exercise caution in pushing the Taliban
into a comer on such sensitive subjects.

Sometimes, once the Talitban are seen
by their followers to adopt a certain
position on a subject, this can give them
an added excuse not to back down on
that issue. This may have happened with
regard to other matters, such as girls'
education and female employment, on
which the Taliban's intransigence is well
known. The Buddhas of Bamiyan might
easily have descended into such an issue,
in which case the more intemational
pressure was exerted, the more the
Taliban position would have become
entrenched.

John Butt
BBC Afghan Education Drama
Project, Peshawar
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Sri Lanka on Islam -

THE RELIGION OF Islam, in his humble opinion, cérries in its teachings the principle
of tolerance, said 5ri Lankan Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar when he heard of
the "alleged threat”™ to the Bamiyan Buddha statues. Calling together ambassadors of

- Buddhist and Istamic countries, Kadirgamar said that "with great respect and humility

and with limited knowledge of the teachings of Islam, I do not think it could be possibly
be that Istam would encourage the destruction of objects held sacred by other faiths...
H is difficult to imagine that anyone would, in the name of Islam, seek Lo harm objects
held sacred by the followers of another faith... It is well known that Islam is a tolerant
religion. It is this tolerance, among other factors, that makes Islam the great religion we
consider it to be. It is, therefore, difficult to imagine that anyone would, in the name of
Islam, seek to harm objects held sacred by the followers of another faith."

More on Harrer

THE TRUTH OF Heinrich Harrer's Nazi past ferreted
out by writer Gerald Lehner, as it came out in the
German magazine Stern and in Himal (July/August 1997,
had varying reactions from different quarters.

The Beijing Review, as it would, gloated over the
discovery that, asit putit, "The Dalai Lama {s a Nazi dupe
who lell prey to certain influences of the Hitler regime as
a schoolboy " Which only goes to prove what The New
York Times had to say, that the long-kept secret of Harrer
"may now be undeservedly used in China's campaign to
discredit the exiled Tibetan." While suggesting that the
Dalai Lama's influence may have "touched even an
erstwhile Nazi" such as Harrer, the newspaper ended by
saying, "The pity is that Mr Harrer did not tell the truth
about himself long, long ago."

Reuters reports that the Harrer disclosures compli-
cated the political agenda of the film Seven Years in Tibet just as it was being released.
Powerful Jewish groups, cutraged at the turn of events, suggested that the film producer
Mandalay Entertainment add a voiceover (the production actually having been com-
pleted) to make up for the new revelation, otherwise "Brad Pitt {may) inadvertently
become a poster boy for Fascists and Neo-Nazis." So Mandalay had Fitt as Harrer retum
to the sound studio, and suddenly remember his secret past as he watched Chinese
generals arrive in Tibet. In 2 mournful voiceover meant to salvage the USD 70 million
blockbuster, Pitt observes, "1 shudder to recall how once, long, ago, l embraced the same
beliels, how at one time 1 was no different from these intolerant Chinese." Tut tut.

Meanwhile, zealous reporter that heis, Lehner has continued with his investigations
and dug up the fact that Harrer has been keeping contact with his Nazi friends right
through the post-war years, one of them, a war criminal who carried out medical
experiments on prisoners at Auschwitz, whom Harrer last met in 1994. As The New York
Times noted, "Grieve afresh for luckless Tibet."

?f’i“;,’ g ‘
B A D
SEVEN YEARS
IN TIBET
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Surefire Seller

BESTSELLERS NEED NOT necessarily be popular, points out reader L.
Balasubramaniam from Bodakdev, Ahmedabad:

Sitting in my friend's bookshop in Ambedkarnagar which overflowed with books by
Ambedlar, Baba Phule and other dalit writers, [ asked conversationally, "Which of these
sells the most?"

"Manusmriti,” my friend replied most unexpectedly.

I was mystified. "That's a strange preference for the people of Ambedkamagar,”
[ said.

"You see," he explained, "this is a politically very active colony. Every day, some dalit
meeting or the other takes place here. Making a bonfire of Manusmriti is amandatory item
onthe agenda of each of these meetings. For this purpose people come here and buy this
book in bulk."
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Says the AL, Begum Zia's NP lacks the legitimacy to
call hartals. Hartal, a weapon of the people, should
only be used by democratic parties.

Now in the opposition, the BNP has taken note
that hartals do hurt the economy. So the garments
sector, fully geared 1o export, has been exempled.
Rickshaws also ply the streets although not officially
allowed by the hartal committee. For its part, the
Awami League has mobilised hundreds of musclemen
to beat up the hartal makers te discourage them
from doing exactly what they had been doing some
time before.

Politics in Bangladesh is a strange classroom
where one learns the same things again and again.

Only the teachers alternate. i

PAKISTAN

ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR ALL

BY MID-DECEMBER 1997, Pakistani investigators
must prove that the money in four Swiss bank ac-
counts [rozen in September by the Swiss government,
was misappropriated by Benazir Bhutto from the
government of Pakistan during her two prime minis-
terial tenures. Both tenures had ended prematurely,
when her government was sent packing by two
different presidents on charges of corruption and

turns out to be temporary. But many feel that their
jubilation is misplaced in a country where corruption
is rampant, and where accountability is selectively
applied (o these in the opposition. Insuch asituation,
Bhutto's cails for amore equal process of accountabil-
ity have sympathetic ears, even among those whe do
not support her politically.

Gunning for pelitical oppenents and proving
their misdeeds would carry a lot more weight if
accountability hegan at heme for the government.
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, himsell a very wealthy
man, along with many of his palitical colleagues,
faced several charges of loan delault and [inancial
misdeeds belore they were returned to power, and
were also accused of laundering money through fake
bank accounts. The cases were shelved after his
government returned to power. The accountabiliy
commission, meanwhile, seems o be Largeting only
opnosition politicians and the businessmen and bu-
reaucrats close Lo them, even as the head ol the
Fhiesab Cell has himself been accused of financial
misdeeds.

And what of the people who vote these hickenng
parties in and out of power? There s increasing
disillusionment with politics, whichis reflected in the

over the world. We are rich

mismanagement of economy.

. w2 P P 5 43 g

The investigators kave a tough task before them, ALt 5 T,
[ &

since none of the accounts or off-shore companies m;y Or may not be Ours.

idenufied in this case are in Bhutto's name {they are
held apparently by her husband Asif Zardari and
mother Nusrat Bhutto). Also, there are discrepancies
(for example, in dates) in the decuments held by
Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif's recently-estab-
lished Ehtesab (aceountability) Cell, as evidence of
illegal money making.

Unless they can manage to substantiale their
claims within the three-month deadline given by the
Swiss government, the accounts will be un-trozen,
and in the process give Bhutte a "not guilty" clear-
ance. The task of proving these illegalities is being
carried out by the head of the Cell, Senator Saitur
Rehman, under the direct supervision of Bhutie's
arch rival, Nawaz Sharif. Rehman, besides being a
wealthy businessman, is also a close associate
of Sharit

The damaging allegations have put Bhutto and
Zardari on the defensive. An angry Bhutte, caught on
the wrong toot as she returned to Pakistan after a visia
1o her children in Dubai. first denied the charges as
"haseless and untruc". She later admtted that the
accounts could be hers. "We have accounts all over
the world. We are rich people. Those accounts may or
may not be ours," was her weak defence when grilled
by journalists in Karachi,

Nawaz Sharif and his party-men are jubilant at
having managed te put Bhutto inthe dock even il this

HIMAL South Asia December 1957

diminishing percentage ol registered voters exercis-
ing their right of franchise. only 30 percentin the last
elections in February 1997, one of the lowest turn-
outs ever.

The core problem lies with the destruction of
political institutions in the counrry, which allows
wholesale corruption to go unchecked . Individuals in
successive governments (Pakistan has had [our in
cight years), including the present one, must take the
blame {or this state of affairs. Accountability must be
a continuous process carried out through indepen-
dent organs of the state, and the law must be appli-
cable across the board. Considering that his own
government is not allowmg this to happen, Nawaz
Shanfs rejoicing over the fact that Pakistan has
dropped from second to fifth in Transparency
International's list of most corrupt nations may be a
trifle premature.

While Renazir Bhutto will certainly not be
the first Pakistani politician so tainted, the financial
extent of the scandal is probahly the largest in
Pakistan's histery. However, politics must continue,
so while Bhutto's detractors will continue to rail
against her, her supporters will continue to stand

behind her.
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The "Digicam" con do wonders
for the documentary.

gramming. How to effectively pressunse them
is, of course, the challenge.

The altemative to commeraal television is
public television - either autonomous siations
set up by governments or independent stations
which survive on philanthropy and public sup-
port. If this is overly ambitious for the existing
conditrions in South Asia, then at the very least pres-
sure has to he put for public service programming
within existing breadcast schedules of the satellite
and terrestrial stations. The lobbying must start and
meve quickly to high gear, for the channel barons and
uptight bureaucrats are not about to voluntarily pro-
vide air time for the public good.

Brave New World

While the audience for the documentary is bound o
grow over the years from today's tiny sliver ol city-
based film club membership, the quatity, numberand
variety of documentary films all must increase if their
audience is to grow. There is great opportunity at
hand for this to happen now because the cost of
producing decumentaries continues to plummet.
Today itis possible tomake broadcast-quality films all
by oneself using digital cameras. Editing can now be
done on the hard disk of a computer, and prices
everywhere are in {ree fall. This is the documentary
[ilmrmaker's heaven, if there ever was one.

With lower costs, enhanced production quality,
and a large potennal audience, the world (or South
Asta, at the very least) is at the documentary-maker's
feet. As time goes on, s/he must forsake the English

language which forthe momentisthe documentarist's
near-universal language in the Subcontinent. Sthe
must reach out in the vernacular to the vast audience
that is there and wailing, The success achieved by the
press in the vanious regional languages all over is a
precursor of things to come in the other media,
including videography, and the scrious filmmaker
will have to take note sooner than later

These who make documentaries are people with
sacial conscience. More often than not they are highly
educated individuals with great ego, granted, butalso
with a sensthility and sense of caring for ordinary
people and the natural environment. Like the good
investigative journalist in the print media, the docu-
mentary director is a person who feels the urge to
travel the lanely, difficull and time-consuming road
of research, lilming, editing and exhibition. The
moment of glory, il it comes at all, arrives all too
bricfly and before audiences that are as yet too small.

And vyet, what these makers of documentaries
have to say - unlike the blockbuster filmmakers in
Bombay or Lahore or Madras who work with budgets
thousand times larger - brings together the full power
of the audio-visual medium to bear on a subject.
Documentanes represent the climax species, the high-
est form, of audio-visual media. A societal conspiracy
today keeps this media [rom fulfilling its promise. But
we can confirm that once the doeumentary is allewed
1o be seen in the Subcontinent, the public will eateh
on. It will hegin to demand. And this will change the
face of the region, tor that is what documentaries have
the power to de. '

CLASSIFIEDS

THE OTHER INDIA PRESS

« TVinall rooms + Laundry Service

* Conference Hall »  Roof Top Graden

+  Direct Dial Telephone = Major Credit Cards

«  Communication Centre +  Arch Restaurant & Sukunda Bar

¢ Airconditioned rooms with the
attached bath

Tripureswor, Thapathali
P.Q.Box. B15, Kathmandu, Nepai
Tel: 245965 Fax: 977-1-229407 Telex: 2476 SITHANP

FASHION DESIGNING TRAINING

Hadn't you ever wished if you could make fashionable dresses by
yoursclf or to be called a well trained fashion designer 7

Designers trained from Japan will assist you to make
your dreams come true !
Come, develop your skill and self confidence !

One more way lo be a perfect woman

THE CONTEMPORARY

DRESS & FASHION DESIGNING TRAINING CENTRE

Kupondole (Just infrent of Himalaya Hotel Gate)
Phone; 52914, 523508 (R)

inhuman Rights

Pp 270 (1997) Rs 175

By Winin Pereira

Winin Pereira tears apart the facade of human rights ideclogies in which the western i
countries today piously drape themselves and exposes the UN Declaration of Human ‘
Rights as an instrument for the continued imposition of western dominance.

The Gicebalisation of Poverty

Pp 283 (1997) Rs 175

By Michael Chossudovsky

A sensational yet scholarly documentation of how the Warld Bank and the IMF are
aclively creating poverty on a global scale.

Order from:
1 The Other India Bookstore
) Mapusa 403 507. Goa, INDIA
/ Email: otbs @bom2 vsnl.net.in |
Fax: 91-832-263305 !

NOW!!
you can also advertise in Himal South Asia's
web site

www.himalmag.com

Call : +977-1-523845, 522113
Fax : +977-1-521013
Email ; himalmag @mos.com.np

December 1997 HIMAL South Asia




Historical Perspective

Films in Search
of a Movement

A study of the history of the documentary film in South
Asia, including the advances made after independence
in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

by Mitu Varma

Harishchandra Sakharom Bhatwadekar (Sawe Dada} and his camera

soon evening, or to be more precise, at 7 pm, 7 July

1896, when a representative of the Lumiere broth-
ers sel up a makeshift theatre at Bombay's Watson's
Hotel and exhibited his reperteire ot films on everyday
subjects: The Arrival of the Train, A Sea Bath, Demoli-
tien, Leaving the Factory and Ladies and Soldiers on
Wheels. Also shown was a film on The Entry of
Cinematographe. This was among the [irst screenings
outside the historic show at the Salen Indien in Paris
in December 1895, which marked the beginning of
cinema and the motion picture industry.

Seated among the enthralled audience which had
paid one rupee apiece for entry was Harishchandra
Sakharam Bharwadekar. He became so enamoured of
the new art that within a couple of months he had
made arrangements to screen shows of his own. He
imported a motion picture camera {rom London for
21 guineas and made wtwo films: one on a wrestling
match and another on the training of monkeys by
wandering minstrets. The hlms were sent 1o Lendon
lor processing and screened in an open air theatre in
Bombay in 1898 These, the first "topicals” or factual
films 1o be shot in India, were the precursors to the
documentaries that were to come later.

To Bhatwadekar, or Sawe Dada as he was known,
also goes the credit for making the first newsreel of a
puhlic event. He filmed a reception held in honour of
R.P. Paranjpe, the first Indian to become a Senior
Wrangler at Cambridge University. This was followed
by a spate of topicals depicting the coronation and
installation of various maharajas, the Delhi Durbars,
celebrations of festivals and fairs, and so on.

I t all began a hundred vears ago on a rainy mon-
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(belaw].

Then, another great moment arrived in 1910
when Dhundiraj Govind Phalke, or Dadasaheb,
walked into the America India Picture Palace at
Sandhurst Road in Bombay to see The Life of Christ.
The film so impressed him that he decided to make
one on the life of the divinity Krishna,

Dadasaheb was eminently qualified for the job,
having had vast experience in drawing, pamnting,
photography, printing, engraving, lithography, moul-
ding, architecture, music and stage acting. But he
had no money, having just quarrelled with his
partner at the Laxmi Art Printing Works. He was all
of 40 years and with no seurce of finance His friends

were of no help, and one even talked of sending
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extinction of the Agharia tnbals of Madhya Pradesh.

Women to the Fore. Yer another dimension has
been added to the activist-doecumentary movement
by the participation of women {ilmmakers. Starting
with Meera Dewan's powerful Gift of Love {1982} on
the premeditated murder of a dowry vicim, women
filmmakers have introduced an additional dimension
and depth not only to films dealing with the condition
of women, but to other burning issues of the day. Says
critic Maithili Rao, women have always been custodi-
ans of India's rich oral traditions which has made
them carriers of culture and honed their story-telling
skills. "Modern technology has given them new tools
to tell their stories, making the personal nto the
political in the very process of purposeful story
telling," she says.

Deepa Dhanra's films cover a wide range with a
strong feminist point of view. Molkarin is on the
unionisation of women workers in Pune; Yeh Sirf
Kahani Nahin Hai {This 1s Not Just a Story) is on
domestic viclence; Sudesha is the story of women
activists of the Chipko movement; Something Like a
War takes a look at the bias of family planning
programmes against women; and Kya Hua Is Shaher
Ko (What Happened to This City) probes the bloody
communal ricts in Hyderabad {(Deccan).

Madhushree Dutta's | Live In Behrampada locks
closely at the caste and class relationshipsina particu-
lar Bombay neighhourhood which led 1o the commu-
nal carnage during the riots of 1992, Suma Josson's
Bombay Blood Yatra, on the same riots, exposes the
failure of the admimstration.

The st of spirited women whao make documen-
taries can go on and on: Manjira Dutta's The Sacrifice
of Babulal Bhuiyan, on the death of a colliery worker;
Sumitra Bhave's B and Chakoit, on marginalised
women's fight (o retain digmity; Sagart Chhabra's
incisive Now [ Will Speak on the plight of rape victims;
and Nilita Vachani's Eyes of Stone, which probes into
the psyche of a2 woman given o fits of demonic
puossession,

Feature Documentaries. It is the feature film-
makers who have crafted some of the finest documen-
taries in India. Much before Anand Patwardhan ar-
rived in the scene, Shyam Benegal made his first
documentary, A Child of the Street (1967). I is the
story of a nine-year-old juvenile's vagrancy which
ends in the safe haven of a rehabilitation centre
Benegal's Indian Youth: An Exploration and Horoscope
for a Chuld again reflected his concern abouwt
India's young, the latier showing a fair degrec of
investigative flar.

Among other cinematographers, Kumar Shahani
produced anotable film on spastic children, A Certain
Childhood His Firc inthe Belly isastrongentique of the
man-made Maharashtra famine of 1971, Mani Kaul
made two intensely subjective films: Dhrupad, on the
most ancient form of Hindustani classical and vocal
music and Siddheshwari on the classical vocalist of the
same name. He also made the lively Nomad Puppeteers
of Rajasthan and the sombre Arrival, on the infllux of
migrant labour te Bombay. Vidhu Vinoed Chopra, a
big name in Bollywood today, made the moving An
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Encounter with Faces on abandoned and hemeless
children. The film won him many prizes as well as an
(Oscar nomination.

Satyajit Ray himself made many important con-
tributions to the decumentary genre. He preferred to
make [ilms on persenalities which appealed 10 him,
and they mcluded Rabindra Nath Tagore, Bharat
Natyam dancer Balasaraswati, pamnter Binod Bihari
Mukheriee, and Ray's own father Sukumar Ray. Ray
was nol averse Lo using dramatisation, and in lact he
sought to reinterpret Grierson's definition of the
documentary as a "creative interpretation of reality".
To him, reality was not ¢onfined to the tangible
aspects of everyday existence.

In the eves of Ray, the 'cinema verite' and the 'face
te face' technique were both suspect as he believed no
human being would behave normally when faced
with a camera and microphene. Believing thus, he
wrote, "It is the sensitive artist's subjective approach
ter reality that ultimately matters and that is true as
much of documentaries as of ficton films."

Whatisremarkable is that the feature films made
by these great cinematographers of India were all
firmly rooted in reality. Some even had elements of
the documentary in them. For their unwavering
attention to real-life situations, the move frem docu-
mentary {ilmmaking to producing acciaimed features
seems to have been but a natural progression.

Pakistani Movement of Two

When Pakistan became independent in 1947, 1t had
very few facilities to make films as most of the
industry and infrastructure had remained with India.
The government set up the official Department of
Films and Publication (DFPY in 948 for canning
archival footage about the creation of Pakistan and
producing newsreels. The first films had 1o be sent
abroad for processing.

Seon enough, however, the DIt was churning
cut its quota of propaganda ilms. As in India, Paki-
stan adepted the colonial government's regulations
for compulsory screeming of such {ilms in theatres.
These regulations are still in force. Although the DEP
obvicusly does not encourage the critical, investiga-
tive documentary, it has made some good films.
Of these, the mest frequently mentiened is Boar
Bridges, shot in Sind and interspersed with recitation
of Ghulam Tarid's poems 1n the resonant voice of
Asad Amanat Ali.

Siarted in 1964, Pakistan Television (PTV) has
played a key role in keeping the documentary alive in
the country. The station experienceda creative period
in the 1980s, producing a string ol fine productions
including: A Ball Named Tango,unthemanufaclure of
feotballs; Zahir Bhatti's Sithouettes of Fortune, on wa-
ter buffaloes; Thar-Land and the People, on the Thar
desert and its inhabitants, Life in Stone, on stone
sculptures depicting the life of the Buddha; and
Threadline Pakistan, a hustory of weaving in the coun-
try. PTV alse spawned the talents of Shirin Pasha, who
debuted with Cholistar in 1980, which was a touch-
ing film on the search for water by desert dwellers.
Pasha is considered one of the most competent docu-

"For an artist
who is aware
of his social
role and

i

responsibilities,

it is his duty to
use the cinema
as a weapon to

expose the truth

about his
society."
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sensitive artist's
subjective
approach to
reality that
ultimately
matters and
that is true as
much of
documentaries
as of fiction
films."
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mentary makers in the country today.

The National Film Development Corporation
(NAFDEQ) is a government body with a brief to pro-
duce documentaries, but its contribution over two
decades of existence has been negligible - ne more
than four ilms. NAFDEC's track records only goes to
prove the old truism, that government bodies will
always tread warily when it comes to backing docu-
mentary projects and they would rather tie their
hands in embarrassment than support critical, con-
sciousness-raising films.

Amidst all the government-spensored filmmak-
ers of Pakistan, one man stands out for addressing
social concerns starkly and without compromise.
Mushtaq Gazdar is an independent producer based in
Karachi, where he runs his own production unit,
Films D'Art. Gazdar has addressed femimist themes as
in the award-winning Noorie, about the dilermas
facing a middle-class girl. His Girl Child Not Wanted
explores women's secondary status in Pakistani scci-
ety. Gazdar has alsc made a film on drug addiction
(The Killer), another contrasting the lives of rich and
poor children with the ironic recitation of a prayer as
accompaniment (Prayer), and one onthe influx of the
Sind peasantry into Karachi (The Concert on the
Footpath}.

The films of Pasha and Gazdar have both faced
censorship problems. Gazdar's films have never heen
exhibited in the ¢inema, and he has had to rely op
festivals abroad fer an audience. There is little or no
sponsorship {from the private sector. Besides Pasha
and Gazdar, there doesn't seem to be a documentary
"movement" as such in the country.

Italians in Lanka

Like its suhcontinental neighbours, upon indepen-
dence 5n Lanka {then Ceylon) too decided 1o set up
a Government Film Unit (GFU), in 1948, The difler-
ence was that it invited two ltalians - Guilo Petroni
and Frederico Serra - to help in the task. [nitially, the
GFU owned only two 35mm cameras salvaged from
the surplus stock of the British army. The Gru films,
which had te be processed in Madras, were distrib-
uted in theatres and schoels throughout the country.

Even with the limitations of equipment, Petroni
and Serramade some very fine films. Both filmmakers
were influenced by the neo-realism movement in
Italian cinemna and they brought elements of it into
their Sn Lankan hilms. Significant among these were
Petroni's Hill Capital, on the hill city of Kandy, and
New Horizons, on the government's land reclamation
and settlement schemes. Inthe latter, the stark depic-
tion of the lives of poverty-stricken villagers in the
arid zone eamned Petroni many plaudits. Before long,
he was deported by the government on suspicion of
being a communist.

Serrastarted out as a sound engineer, but proved
his abilities as a filmmaker with Royal Mail, a delight-
ful treatise on the country's postal service. Ralph
Keene was another significant filmmaker in the GFU,
whase Heritage of Lanka and Nelugama, depicting the
life of a fishing community, are regarded as highlights
of Sri Lankan filmmaking.
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One of Sri Lanka's best-known documentarists
was Lester James Peries, whose Conguest of the Dry
Zone, on the fight against malaria, won a special
mention at the Venice Film Festival. George
Wickramasinghe, too, won a string of awards for his
works, including Kandy Perakera on the colourful
annual festival. Trwin Dassanayake made The Living
Wild on the abundant wildlife in the island, which
won an honourable menticn at the Vancouver Film
Festival back in 1959, Pragnasoma Hetiaracchchi's
Rhythms of the People, alyrical treatment of folk ans of
southern Sri Lanka, also won a certificate of mernt at
Vancouver film festival. Hetiaracchchi is also ac-
claimed for his film Makers, Motifs and Materials, on
Sri Lanka's traditional cralts.

In later years, the GFU went into decline as each
government of the day insisted on using it as an
instrument for political propaganda. On the other
hand, neither have independent filmmakers been
zahle 1o make significant contributions, although there
are a few notable exceptions. Among these are
Sangadasa's Towards a Desert, on increasing defores-
tation, and Dharmasiri Bandaranaike's A Dream of
the Desert.

The civil war which has so embedded itself in the
psyche of the nation has produced few searching
documentaries. And though social concerns are
visible in the documentaries that are made, it can
be said, like in most parts of South Asia, in Sri Lanka,
tee, there appears to be as yet little sign of a
"movement" forthe making and appreciation of docu-
mentary films.

Workshop in Dhaka

The 1971 liberation has been a recurnng leitmotitf in
Bangladeshi films. Before the country emerged inde-
pendent in 1971, Zahir Rathan made Jibsin Thekay
Naya (Glimpses of Life) depicting the nse of nation-
alism in the then East Pakistan. During the liberation
war, Raihan made two other documentaries, Stop
Genocide, a strong statement against the Pakistani
army's mass killings, and A State Is Born, reco rdingthe
country's bloody birth.

These, along with Babulal Chowdhry's Innocent
Millions and Alamgir Kabir's Liberation Fighters, are
films which have touched many a Bangladeshi's heart.
The latest film on this theme is the well-received
Muktir Gaan (Song of Freedom), made in 1995,
superbly put together from archival footage by
Catherine and Tareque Masud. Muktir Gaan has the
distinction of being prebably the most-watched docu-
mentary film in South Asian history, running to fuli
houses in commercial cinema halls and to overflow-
ing crowds in makeshift rural screenings {(see cover
image of this issue of Himal).

After independence in 1971, Bangladesh too set
up its own Department of Film and Publication (Drp},
which, along with Bangladesh Television (BTv), went
on as expected to produce propaganda shorts. [t was
only in 1984 that independent [ilmmakers moved in
1o make meaningful documentaries.

It began with Morshedul Islam's Agami (To-
wards) and Tanvir Mokammel's Hooliya (Wanted).
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The audience was provided by the politically and
socially aware middle classes looking for something
more than the escapist fare of commercial cinema.
The connoisseur puhlic's growing interest m this
variety of alternative cinema has been nudging this
trend Into a nascent movenent.

Documentaries received a significant fillip
through several {iim workshops whichwere organised

- “haka ever the course of the 1980s. One such,
- 1ed by the German documentarist Christof
Huehner, led te the production of twe important
films ir: 1986. These were [Dhaka Tekai, depicting the
travails of child labourers, and Dhaka Richshaw, on
the role af pedal-power in the life of the metropolis.

In 1991, another workshop produced the land-
mark Starring Rosy, which portrayed the life and
struggle of ajuniorartiste in Bangladesh’s commercial
cinema. Huebner and the Goethe Institute in Dhaka
helped organise yet another exercise that ended with
the screening of One Day in Krishannagar in 1993, on
a fisherfolk's village of that name.

A defining moment came in 1990, when young,
committed filmmakers interested in producing qual-
ity films at low cost banded together to form the
Protishabda Alternative Communication Centre
(paccy. The films produced by pACC have tended o
focus en investigative political coverage on the one
hand. and femimst themes on the other. Child labour,

too, has heen of special concern (o Bangladeshi
documentarists. Shahanshah Alam Tutul's Ananya
Pathey (The Path Not Taken}is considered an impor-
tant contribution.

pacc's maiden production Michiler Mukh (Face
in the Millions) is a stirring report on the national
political ensis of 1990 and the movement towards
democracy. The film was scripted and durected by

Zakir Hossain Raju, alse the Founding President of

PACC. Raju's second film Durer Jatra (Miles to Go)
takes a close look at the 1991 election and draws the
conclusion that a [ree election does not necessarly
mean powcr to the people. With Ekrjon Bulur Aakhyan
(Tale of a Woman}, Raju recounts a woman's release
from a failed marnage. His next film, Beloved Wife,
describes atrocities committed against women.

The difficulues i Bangladesh are the same as
elsewhere. When the racc found the 35mm and
Leomm film out of reach, it l’LSOT[td tousing the video
camcorder. But they hardly have access to sophisti-
cated equipment and lu]molm’\ available in the
country, confined as it is basic: 11!\ to the DFP, BTV
and 10 0rso NGos. Says eritic Ziaul Hag Swapan, "The
handful of enthusiasts engaged here in the 'creative
treatment of reality'are highting in two ways - towards
democratsing politics as well as the art form they are
engaged in."
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MY FILMMAKING CAREER bepan al- !
most three decadesago when 1 gotanolfer |
from S. Sukhdev, one of India's leading
documentary filmmakers, 1o assist him in
the production of a {1lm on the freedom
struggle of Bangladesh. It was August 1971,
The armies of General Yahva Khan were ;
already rampaging through the cities and
villages of what was then East Pakistan,
killing and terrorising the civilian masses.
Nearly eight million panic-stricken
Bengalis had fled 10 the Indian states of
West Dengal and Tripura. 1 left my job as
a sub-cditor at the United News of India
and tcamed up with Sukhdev. 1 have
never looked back.

Making the lilm on Bangladesh's free-
dom struggle was a unigue cxperience. |
Sukhdev, an ethnic Punjabi Jat from India's |
Punjab, was appalled by the mindless
vielence let loose on the Bengalis by the |
predominantly Punjahi anmy of West Pa-
kistan He blamed it on the mache culture
and tradition of valorisation of violence in
Punjabi folklore.

Sukhdev's eniginal idea was 1o make
a film exposing the meaninglessness of
violence. He was producing the film with
his own money. Back then, no Indian
documentary filmmaker made a film with
his or her own money. Almost everyone
worked for the Films Division of the Gov-
ernment of India or the publicity depart-
ments of the state governments.

Government Monopoly
The Films Division had the monopoly
over distribution of documentary films in
cinema halls all overthe country. Sukhdev's
{ilm was not sponsored by the Films Divi-
sion and there was no guarantec that they
would buy it after it was made. The Films |
Division in fact already had camera teams
at the East Pakistan border and newsreels
were bheing shown in the country and
Indian embassies abroad. The relevision
market was non-existent 11 the country,
and we had no experience of the overseas
markel.

We were working with limited raw
stock and 35mm equipment rented from :
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a Bombay firm. Qur work was hampered
by the lack of money as well as by the
heavy equipment that we were using lor
shooting. Whenever we ran out of film,
Sukhdev used 1o rush te Bombay o ap-
pealtathe owners of Ramnord Laboratory
for an additional loan of raw stock. He
negotiated desperately for credit with

equipment hire firms and borrowed money

from loan sharks at the exorbitant rate of
three percent per month o cover the cost
ol shooting.

Caleutta was then overcrowded with
foreign TV crews with their ultra-light
16mm gear and deep pockets to hire ve-

hicles and charter aircraft. Their"exposed” |

was {lown to various destinations in Lu-

3

S. Sukhdev
rope and the US daily. TV networks pro-
cessed and printed the exposed films the

same day and the "visuals” were presented

to the "hirst world" pubhe the very next
day. Even India's Docdarshan was buying
tootage from these networks. Fvidently,
there was a market for news footage ol the
war in Cast Pakistan,

Sukhdev tried to pre-sell the film 1
the External Publicity Division of the gov-
ernment. They were interested in a [ilm
that focused on the problems being faced

by Tapan Bose

by India because of the massive influx of
refugees. Desperation drove Sukhdev to
accept the offer. The External Publicity
Division gave us some raw film and 50
thousand rupees We agreed to show them
a rough-cut by the end of October. The
film was to precede [ndira Gandhi's visit to
Curope 1o mobilise international opinion
in faveur of a possible military interven-
tion. History was being made before us.

Labour of Love
We were convinced that the courage and
determination of the Bengalis would ulti-
mately triumph over the brute force of
West Pakistan. In the eyes of the destitute
Bengali refugees in the makeshilt "Boira
camp"” on Khulna border, we saw the de-
termination ro make the ultimate sacrifice.
The immortal lines of Rabindranath
Tagore's song, - Qaamar sonar hangla,
aami tomai bhalobasi (Oh, my golden Ben-
gal llove youd - which rent the air of every
refugce camp, sustained our faith as much
it sustained the refugees themselves. We
were mnnocent idealists, and we were com-
mitted to tell this story on film. Sukhdev
was the {ilmmaker and 1 was his disciple.
It was clear that our film had to be
different. We could not limit the film only
tothe relugee issue. Sukhdev said we must
he honest aboul what we were seeing and

- what we felt. We decided that our film was

goingto tellthestory of the Bengali people's
love for freedom - the love for their lan-
guage, poetry, sengand culture. When we
admitted to the External Publicity Divi-
sion that we were not going Lo make a film
en the refugee issue, they got angry and
refused 1o give us any more lunds.

Qur film, Nire Months to Freedom, was
completed two months after Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's return te Dhaka. By
then, we had run out of money. Creditors
were breathing down ourneck The Exter-
nal Publicity Division was threalening us
with legal action. Everyune told us that we
were toe late. The birth of Bangladesh was
already an old story. But we wete not to be
defeated. We believed that a film which

“1old the story of a people’s indomitable
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urge for freedom and a people's love for
their culture was dealing with 2 universal

theme and would appeal to the viewers all

over the world

Nine Months to Freedom was an hour-
long decumentary. It was shot in 35mm
celour but it dhd not qualify for release as a

"short before the main feature” in the regu- 1

lar shows in film theatres. We had a [ilm
and no scope for showing it to wider audi-
ences. With Sukhdev's encouragement, |
took the unprecedented step of hiring a
filin theatre and released the film commer-

cially. 1 horrowed money and rented the

morning show slot of Delhi's Shiela cinema

fortwo weeks. The gamble paid off and we

filled almost 80 percent ol the theatre's
sealing capacity.

In Bombay, we released the Alm at
Repal cinema where it ran for almost 12 1 Indian Story on the blinding of undertral

weeks. However, our share of the gate
money from the commercial release was
too little 1o pult us cut of the financial
Crists we were in. But it was a tremen-
doustnmumph. The film waslater invited
to the Cannes, Moscow and Berlin {ilm
festivals. 1t was purchased by Japan's
NHE TV in 1993 and the money helped
us pay vff some of the creditors.

East Bengal to Khalistan

To survive, Sulkkhdev returned to mak-
ing advertising films that sold soap and
seup. It was a strange shuft. With him| [
teo moved frem uncompromising ide-
alism 1o crass commercialism. These
"quickies" as we called them were made
and re-made until they satisfied the cre-

ative directors of the advertising agencies. |

The creative directors, in their turn, were

controlled by the sales managers of the |

manufacturing companies. The product
was god and the "pack-shot" the ultimate
revelation of its glory. The only good part
was that there was no shoertage of money.
But kow long could you go on making one-
minute commercials. We were desperate
te: make longer films. But the experience
of making Nine Months to Freedom deterred
us from venturing into another indepen-
dent film.

Finally, an opportunity arrived. 1t was :

June 1974 Railwaymen had gmivena call (or
an all-India strike in support of their de-
mand for higher wages. Indira Gandhi was
Prime Minister, LK. Guiral her Minister for

Infermation and Broadeasting He called

Sukhdev and offered him money to make
a series of documentaries which would
explain why the raidlwaymen's strike
was bad for the country.
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These were Lo be 'independent’ films |

made under the banner of United Film
Arts, the company owned by Sukhdev. |

Sukhdev agreed 1o make the films as pro-
posed. He felt convinced by Gujral's argu-

ment that the stoike would destroy the -

fragile economy of the country and bring
enormous hardship to the ordinary people.
But I was not convinced. ft was clear that
there would be nothing ‘independent’ in
this enterprise. The hilms would propagate
the government's point of view and paint
the workers as villains withowt giving them
a chance 1o explain their position. Time
had come for a parting of ways and 1 lehi
Sukhdev, the person who had taught me
everything 1 knew about lilmmaking.
Seven years later, in 1981, in collabo-
ration with Suhasini Mulay, 1 made An

Genoclde was again banned by the Film
Censor Beard. Back to Bombay High Court
we went and got the ban lifted. It seemed
that this 80-minute long film might meet
the same fate as that of An Indian Stery, but
we were determined that it should be shown
in the country on the national network of
Doodarshan. When our offer was turned
down by Doordarshan, we challenped the
relusal in Delht High Court After two
vears, the court finally ordered Doordarshan
to show this film and it was finally shown
on the fourth anniversary of the Bhopal
disaster, at 10:30 in the night.

[n 1987, we started making a film on
the Khaiistan movement. The film was
completed in 1989 and we called it From
Behind the Barricade The Film Censor Board
wanted us to remove all visuals of the
damage wrecked onthe Golden Temple by

the Inchan army action. The Board's

contention was that the film would
undermine the nation's integrity and
arouse communal passions., We ap-
pealed to the High Court of Dethi. It
has been almost ten years and the ap-
peal is still pending.

Constricted Space

Inmy experience, the space has shrunk
for mdependent films which deal with
so-called controversial issues ol per-
sonal freedom, group rights and focus
onthe injustice perperrated in the name
of the nation by the mapority against

Stiil from An Indian Story.

prisonersin Bihar's Bhagalpur district. The
[(lm exposed the nexus between the land-
lords, the police, the politicians and the
bureaucrats. It was banned by the Film
Censor Board. 1 challenged the han in
Bembay High Court and got the order
quashed.

But unhke Nine Months To Freedom,

this film was not released in any theatre in |

India for the simple reasen that no theatre
owner was ready 1o show it Tt was scen by

only a hmited number of viewers, the lilm

socicty circuttand other mierested groups.
However, An Indian Story was shown in
maay international film festivals, and won

some awards and acclaim. And commer- |
cially it was a greater suceess, since it was

purchased by several television stations
overseas. Bur India’s vwn Doordarshan
never showed it though the film was given
the National Award for best documentary
of the year 1982,

In 1983 suhasiniand Imade alilmon
the Bhopal gas tragedy. The tilm Bevond

the minority. Thanks to glohalisation

and the probferation of sateilite TV
channels, more moncey has become avail-
able to [fmmakers to make documentary
lilms. But the question remains, in a world
where the television channels are ultimately
controlled by the advertising agencies, what
space is available for films which really
question the dominant value system.

In 1992, [ walked away from a con-
tract with DBritain’s Channel 4 because |
disagrecd withthe Commissioning Editor's
demand that mv film on the adivasis (indig-
enous peopled of Jharkhand should stick to
only the religious and cultural aspects of
their life. After Jharkhand, which | man-
aged to complete in (993, without the
support of Channel 4, 1 have virtually
stopped malkinyg hims

But there is still my film on Kashmirio
he made.

T. Bose is presently Seoretary General of the
South Asia Ferum for Human Rights,
Kathmandu.
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ago we created the Samvaad
Trust, buying 16mm projectors,
recently acquiring a videc pro-
actor as well, learning about
sound systems, renting power
generators when necessary, trav-
elling all over the country doing
screenings and having discussions,

Simuftanecusly, asfilm prints
grew to be too expensive to
distribute we started to sell video
copies of the films by mail order
and by keeping them at certain
progressive beokstores, and by
word of mouth. Several thou-
sand coples of these films are in
crrculation all over !'ndia, not
counting the pirate tapes of
which we know that thcusands
exist {many activists not
feeling the necessity of buying
an official copy).

As for reaching really large
audienices, nothing can compete
with television. So, along with
the grassroots screenings and
video sales, we have fought and
won three court cases so far to
get my filrns, Bembay Our City, In
Memory of Friends and Ram Ke
Nagm shown on Indian
{Doordarshan) TV's national
network. In the UK until Channel
4 took an abrupt tumn towards
the commercial, several of my
films were shown, aibeit at a late
night slot. As forincorme genera-
tion, same ol the films have won
cash pnzes at film festivals, some
royalties from previous work
continue te trickle in, and in the
US many of these films circulate
in the universities.

A You did go to court to get Ram
Ke Naam shown on Doordarshan,
but they telecast it without prior
informatian to the viewers.

Actually, because of the experni-
ence | had with Bombay Our City,
which was shown at midnight
following a court order to tele-
castit, we subsequently arguedin
court that the films must be
screened at prime time in order
that they reach the largest
viewership. Following the court
order to this effect, both in
Memory of Friends and Raam Ke
MNaamwere shown al prime time,
just before and after the national
news. ltis true that Doordarshan
did not publicise the screening
but sections of the press wrote
about the controversy. Indeed
the right-wing Hindutva forces
were so incensed by the telecast
that they lodged a protest in
Parliament. This was also widely
reported. Ratings iater published
showed that 18 percent of the
viewership had watched Ram Ke
Naam, which is a huge numberin
a population as large as India’s.
Foralmost the firsttime | felt that
cne of my films had made a real
political impact.

A Do you think satellite TV will
have a beneficial effect in this
regard?

To hope that privatised, multina-
tional and consumer-controfied
TV will bring reliefl to thinking and
concerned individuals or to a
public force-fed on inanity is lke
hoping for Murdcch to become
Guevara or Ambani to become
Gandhi. Surely the writing is al-
ready on the wall, or more ap-
propriately, on your TV set.

At least while we had a
state-run television | could argue
in court that my constituticnal
right to freedom of expression

was being violated as was the
public'sright to information. Now
| will be politely informed that
“market forces” have determined
that there is no slot for my films.

By the way. not only does
the same conservative, smooth
talking right-wing mentality that
existed in Doordarshan persist
in the world of private TV, the
same personnel alsc do. The
same Mr Basu who blocked my
films on DD now sits at the head
of Star TV and the same Mr B.
Ghosh likewise.

A Do you agree with the view that
your Prisoners of Conscience
and Utpalendu Chakraborty's
Mukti Chai set off @ whole new
movernent in documentary film-
moking in India? Since these films,
left-of-centre, anti-establishment,
consciousness-roising films seem
to have become the mainstay of
mast independent documentary
filmmakers?

Our films were the product of
our times. | think that the trend in
cinema in India has little to do
with individual films and more to
do with felt needs.

b Your films are highly political
anti-establishment indictments. Do
you see your art as a means of
making a political statement?

Obvicusly, but | see Amitabh
Bachhan and MNana Patekar films
as alsc mazking political state-
ments, It's just that their politics
are opposed to mine. lt's curious
thoughthat the right-wing agenda
even when it cpenly advocates
fascism is seen as legitimate en-
tertainment while the mildest

Glad Tidings!

advocacy of the democratic prin-
ciple is immediately branded as
'political’.

& Could you elaborate on the pro-
cess of creotion for you?

Being borm lazy, it is only when
something strkes me as horren-
dous or as breathtakingly beauti-
ful that | start putting pen to
paper or eye to lens. So the
strong point of view is both cause
and effect. Yet, | don't want to
close myselffrom reality orto set
out to create my own reality but
instead preferto be shaped by it.
So | write ne script at the initial
stage and the films take shape at
the editing table over a long
period of ime.

A What films are you currently
working on?

Curiously, at a time when | have
absolutely no source of funding |
have fallen into making four films
- all being shot on Hi-8 video.
The camera | own and tapes are
relatively cheap but finding the
means to edit all this is a night-
mare. Ideally, | would like to ac-
quire a low-end Avid type of
home computer-based system.
Then things will becorne wviable.
The films are on: 1. beauty and
the muttinationals, 2. fisherpeople,
deep sea trawlers and aquacul-
ture, 3. Enronandthe privatisation
of power, and 4. the life and
death of Vilas Grogre, a friend
and dalt singer and poet who
hanged himself in protest against
the police killing of {0 dalits n
Ghatkopar recently.

Reponding to reader demand from all over South Asia and overseas, Himal is going
monthly with the January 1998 issue. We hope to continue to provide
wide-rnaging and in-depth coverage of issue and trends just a
step ahead of the crowd, only more frequently so.
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TIBET/CHINA

BHUTAN

ot Thimphu

Phuntsoling

Nang.'arg

Samdrup Jongkhar

! S Assam

"If Bhutan tries to throw out the rebels, it gets involved
in what essentially are India's problems. If it shies
away from action, it risks the wrath of Delhi."

by Subir Bhaumik

hen Dodo militants at-
Wlacked a Bhutanese po-
lice post at Nanglam in

Southern Bhutan one morning in
September, the totally unexpected
had happened. The attack defied
logic, for why should Bodo rebel
groups, who have used Bhutan as
their main transborder refuge, attack
Bhutanese policemen and invite ret-
ribution [rom the kingdom's admin-
istration?

It has been more than four years
since Bodo rebels from across the
borderin Assam have used the jungles
of southern Bhutan to regroup after
attacks on Indian security forces. The
Bodos are not the only separatists to
have found sanctuary in these jungles.
Following their lead, the United Lib-
eration Front of Asom (ULFA) too set
up shop here in the mid-1990s. The
kingdom's southern border zone,
much of it astride Assam, has thus
changed into a guerilla refuge.

Respensibility for the attack on
the Bhutanese police post has not
been claimed by either of the two
Bodo rebe! groups - the National
Democratic Front of Bodeland (NDFBY,
fighting for an independent Bodo
homeland to be carved out of India,
and the Bodoland Liberation Tigers
{BLT), which demands a Bodo home-
land separate from Assam but re-
maining within India.

The Bhutanese are in no doubt
who was behind the assault. Said Phu
Dorji, a policeman at Nanglam, "The
attackers were obviously Bodos, they
were not ngolops." The term means
"anti-naticnal" in Dzongkha, and is
used almost exclusively nowadays,
todenote Nepali-speaking dissidents,
many of whom have found shelterin
the refugee camps in southeast Nepal.

Meanwhile, ULEA's chief of mili-
tary wing Paresh Barua claimed that
the Indian secretagency, the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW), was be-

It's Now Bodo vs Druk Yu

hind the attack. In a telephone inter-
view from an undisclosed hideout,
Barua said that Raw maintains close
links with the BLT, which is heing
used to undercut the NDFB's influ-
ence amongst the Bodos. According
to Barua, New Delh: finds the BLT's
objectives more acceptable than the
NDFR's fullscale secessionist designs,
The rRAW would have goaded the
BLT to carry out the attack on
Nanglam, says Barua, in order to
agitate the Bhulanese and persuade
thern to act against the rebels along
the southern border. The attack, he
said, could also help India build up
necessary pressure on Bhutan to al-
low the Indian army to launch a
sustained transhorder military op-
eration. There was no response 10
these charges from raw or the Indian
government, even after Barua's inter-
view was breadcast on the BBC.

Bhutan's Dilemma

India has been trying hard to get
Bhutan's permission to launch a mili-
tary offensive on the Bodo and ULka
bases within Bhutanese soil. Imrme-
diately after the United Comimand
was sel up in Assam earlier this year,
the army started building pressure
on the Gujral government in New
Delhi to persuade Bhutan to allow
the Indian troopsin. While earlier, in
1992-93, the Thimphu authorities
had allowed the Indian army to oper-
ate in the south, this time they have
maintained a stoic silence. "We arc
surprised at Bhutan's response, It 1s
India's closest ally in South Asia and
it should help India finish off this
rebel problem." said a lieutenant-
general in the Indian army's Eastern
Command, which 1s responsible for
security in [ndia's northeast.

It is not as if Bhutan has been
ignoring the goings-on on its south-
ermnborder, however. Duringitsmon-
soon session earlier this year, the
Tshongdu, Bhutan's national assem-
bly, witnessed extended discussions
on the militants' presence, with 14
members and several ministers tak-
ing part. The speakers expressed the
fear that these groups may gang up
with ngolops, and there was concern
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that their presence in Bhutanese soil
could jecpardise Thimphu's excel-
lent relations with New Delhi. The
deputy minister for agriculture Dorji
said the rebels were trying to win
over locals by over-paying for pur-
chases (upto 300 Ngulirums, or USD
12 for a chicken, he claimed). The
minigter {er forests said Bhutanese
forest guards frequently encountered
the heavily armed rebels but never
challenged them for fear of a violent
response.

Home Minister Dago Tshering
rounded off the discussion by admit-
ting the "serious nature" of the rebel
presence. Bul, he reminded the
Tshongdu, Bhutan lacked the capa-
bility to fight the well-armed rebels
from Assam. "Tshering 1s right.
Bhutan is caught between the devil
and the deep sea. 1f it tries to throw
out the rebels, it gets involved in
whal essentially are [ndia's problems.
And il il shies away [rom action, it
risks the wrath of Delhi," says Gautam
Basu, who heads the deparument of
International Relations in Calcutta's
Jadavpur University and has authored
a well-acclaimed study on Bhutan,

The risks for Thimphu in allow-
ing Indian military operations within
its territory are obvious "The rehels
are no longer aleng the border. they
have moved far too deep inside
Bhutanese territory. [l the Indian army
is alowed to operate, it will call for a
sustained military operation well in-
side the kingdom. Bhutan is India's
ally and is dependent on Indian aid,
but it cannot afford to be seen as a
surrogate," says Sabyasachi Basu Roy

Choudhurn, a Calcutta-based com-
mentator on South Asian refations.

Things are additionally compli-
cated for Bhutan, says Choudhuri, as
at this very moment it is trying to
settle a boundary issue with China.
Beying will hardly welcome the fact
that Indian troops are involved in
operations 1nside Bhutan. The
Bhutanese know well that the Chi-
nese objected to the presence of In-
dian troops in Bhutan (under cover
of providing training 10 Bhutanese
army)when PV Narasimha Ran was
prime minister. China indicated its
awarcness that there was a much
larger Indian military presence in
Bhutan than required for training
purposes,

Complications Galore
According to sources in Indian intel-
ligence, the ULEa and the NDFB have
upto 20 camps i seuthern Bhutan,
including hoth their headquarters.
When the indian army overran the
tactical headquarters of the ULFA near
the Assam-Bhutan horder earlier this
year, Paresh Barua threatened to hlow
up: the oil pipelines in Assam unless
the military offensive was stopped.
Thatwas [ollowed by anattack on the
Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta, which he barely escaped.
Saysan Intellipence Bureau offi-
cial, "Barua wanted to ensure that the
Indian troops did not cross the bor-
der and attack their main hase. After
they were thrown oul of Bangladesh
by the Sheikh Hasina government,
Bhutan has been the ULFA's main base
area and of the Bodos as well. Barua
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had reasons to be desperate
Baruais believed to have warned
the Bhutanese government of "seri-
ous consequences" if they allowed
the Indian army in, and it is well
known that Thimphu shudders at
the prospect of Assam-style militancy
being unleashed within its territory.

Dealing with motivated militants of

UiLFA or NDFBis a far cry from what
they have been used 10 so far, 1e.
skirmishing with unarmed or poorly
armed Lhotshampa dissidents
{Nepali-speakers of southern
Bhutan).

Seme officials in Thunphu, cer-
tainly, [ecaratie-up between the rebels
from Assam and the Lhotshampas.
"If Bhutan continues to oppose any
settlement with the democratic ele-
rments in the dissident movement, it
will sooner or later be taken over by
the hotheads" says military analyst
Bharat Verma, publisher of the Indian
Defence Review, "Since neither India
nor Nepal will help them, it is but
natural for the extremists among the
dissidentstoseek underground help "

Adding 1o the complicated na-
ture of Thimphu-New Delhi rela-
tionship at present is what Bhutan
considers to be India's refusal to ex-
tradite the Bhutanese dissident leader
Rongthong Kunley Dorji, who is now
int jail in India. New Delhi says he
cannot be sent back to Bhutan unless
the court in Delhi, where a petiticn
was filed tostay hisextradition, clears
it {sec Himal July/August 1997

While the rebel presence in
southern Bhutan may lead 1o fresh
strains in Indo-Bhutan relations,
people on either side of what once
was South Asia's most peaceful bor-
der hve in fear. Says Phub Dorji, a
Bhulanese importer in the border
town of Phunisoling, "Our commu-
nications west o east lies through
Assam. It this border region becomes
disturbed, we have reason to panic.”
The unfortunate killing of four
Bhutanese policemen may actually
only be the beginning. For the arc
between Phuntsoling and Samdrup
Jongkhar - Bbutanese roadheads in
the west and east - may well turn out
tobe South Asia's newest killing [ield.

S. Bhaumik is the BBC's Eastern India
correspendent based in Calcutta.

Phuntsoling entry
into Bhutan: Bodo

and other militants

keep out.
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uﬂl[ternative o bit

which was of course just what she
was doing with the letter. The letter
continues, “l do not know anything
about Mr Charles Keating’s work or
his business or the matters you are
dealing with. T only knew that he has
always been kind and generous to
God's poor, and always ready to help
whenever there wasa need." Shethen
asks the judge to go inside his heart,
pray and follow the example of Jesus.
Fither the Mother was naive, which s
unlikely, or she was not concerned
about the means by which Keating
made that money (by going against
“God'spoor™), onlyafractionofwhich

The Top of the World is at your Feet

with

EVEREST TREKKING

was teturned as charity to earn the
prestige of Mother Teresa’s name.
Mother Teresa, like other
“non-political” service crganisations,
ended up compromising her prin-
ciples for her benefactors. There are
other examples of her having two sets
of principles: one for those in power,
and another for those who are pow-
erless. But this is not merely an essay
about Mother Teresa, but also an
attempt to explain the nawre of the
charity industry, which is more often
than not a trough for bourgeots guilt.
There will be many Teresas in
the future to assuage this sensibility

of guilt, itself unresolvable under the
cruel rule of capital. Mother Teresa's
Sisyphian labour was meaningful to
the proletanat, the peasantry and un-
employed. Bengal's proletariat and
peasantry are today in the midst of a
process of politicisation. As lines of
demarcation become distinct, and dif-
ferent approaches to poverty become
clear, the admiration of the people
will lessen.

V. Prashad teaches international
relations at Trinity Coilegc, Har;forrj,
Connecticut.

14 yeanrs of experience in
organising full scale expeditions,
quided climba and theks in the
Himalaya.
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difficutt situations. Its competitively low cost {US$ 1,000 plus
freight) means all treks above 3000 metres, and all trips to
Tibet/Ladakh, can now afford this proven method of reducing
the risks of AMS.

Codos dinctly jrom the
BARTLETT PTY LTD

Interntional phone: 61 3 5 339 3103 International fax: 61 3 5338 124!
Email: info@bartlettnetau
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HOTEL
GARUDA PVT. LTD.

GPOBox, i 771, THAMEL KATHMANDUY, NEPAL
TEL 416776, 415340, 414766

FAX: (977-1-) - 413614, 472390

e-mait norkyed@earuda mos.com.np

most for.

i

URL: http:/Awwwtravel-nepalfhotel/garuda/index html

"By far the best deal in the inexpensive range of hotels™
Frommer's Nepal,

Kunsang's personal service matches four star quality
for a trusted and comfortable stay

Features:
— on a quiet lane, situated conveniently in the heart

of Thamel

— business and travel centre (e-mail, fax, private
phones, trekking, rafting and safari)

— satellite TV, safety deposit, air-conditioning,
elevator and luggage storage

— bath-tubs with 24 hr. hot shower, roof top garden
and friendly staff

HOTEL EXCELSIOR (P) LTD
PO.BOX 9432, NARSINGH CAMP
THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

Tel: 411566, 220285,  Fax: 977-1-410853
E-mail: excel@wlink.com.np

Chessler Books

Send for out free Mail Order catalog of the
world's largest selection of Mountaineering
Books.

New, out-of-print, and rare.

Also Tibet, Nepal, Polar, Exploration.

Guidebooks, trekking maps, videos and
more!

Please write or call for your free catalog today.

Chessler Books
P.O.Box. 399-112
Kittredge, Colorado 80457 USA
(303) 670-0093 FAX (303) 670-9727
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Telling It As It Was

"-[‘ruth destroys all rosy notions of what
a remembered war should be. War
becomes a time where the expected be-
comes the remote and extremnes rule the
day. The Year That Was is not going to be
an effortless read for many because 1t
demythoelogises 1971, predicts Afsan
Chowdhury in his eloquent foreword.
Ishrat Firousi returns that period to the
domain of ordinary people and thetr recol-
lections. War becomes a series of personal
experiences against the backdrop of a so-
cietal nightmare.

Chowdhury is right. This is not an
easy book to read or to review. Its strengith
lies 1 ralang up the human stories and
issues revolving around the 1971 war be-
tween Bengall naticnalists of what was
then Fast Pakistan and the army ol the
then West Pakistan.

While the task of collecting these sto-
ries must have been formidable, the editor
helittles the effort in the Editor's Note: 'l
was o hig deal, just took five years.”" He
admits readily that the recapitulation of
events that took place over two decades
ago has its problems, like generalisations,
over-simplifications and exaggerations
{and many will also contend, a few tall
tales too!). Also, many narratives give
second- {or third-} hand information.
Firoust also notes that this 1s not official
history, although it is probably the first
collection of oral recollections of this depth
from 1971,

Going for Grey

The collection of 71 interviews, perhaps
symbolismng the year 1971, randomly ar-
ranged and presented in the tirst-person
narrative, shatters the national percep-
tions that have deliberately been built up
around 1971, at least in Pakistan, and
probably aiso in Bangladesh. While in

The Year That Was

edited by Ishrat Firdousi
Bastu Prakashan, Dhaka, 1996
hard bound, price not mentioned, 532 pages

reviewed h) Beena Sarwar

Pakistan there has been a policy of white-
washing histery, so that the events of 1971
and what led to them are not public knowl-
edge (despite a growing demand for this),
one can guess that in Bangladesh the 1971
war and its piayers have been culogised to
the extent that no criticism of them is
allowed. On both sides there 1s a black-
and-white attitude towards 1971 - them
and us, good and ewil.

The Year That Was de-bunks all
mythmaking by narrating atrocitics com-
mitted on both sides. At the same time, the
book also presents stories of people show-
ing compassion towards the enemy. again
on both sides. But these are far fewer in
number.

Chowdhury writes m his foreword:
"This book is a collection of interviews of
people who expenienced 1971 in some
degree of intensity oranother. They cannot
easily be categorised as heroes orvictims or
by any other such definition. Best would
be 1o say that they experienced 1971 and
survived. So this is 2 collective diary of
survivors."

What stands out inthe end rather than
anv literary sivle, are the bare bones of
some of the stories. The reader wishes
desperately to know where these survivors
are teday, and the editor has been thought-
ful enough 1o include the infermation at
the back of the hook.

One wishes that ['irousi had also been
equally diligent in eliminating the many
irritating errors and unnecessarily italicised
hits thai crop up throughout the book. The
stories recounted, however, are so compel-
ling that these unfortunate oversights are,
however, easily overlooked. At least for
this Pakistani reviewer, this is a book that
contains stories which have not been re-
lated before. 1t is also clear that the proper
approach to this book is to first set aside

preconceived notions and biases about
1971. That having heen done, The Year
That Was s yours 1o be engrossed in,
tragically so.

Twenty-five years atter Bangladesh
won independence from Pakistan, there is
Mohammad Jafar Ali Khan narranng the
gruesome vielence by both sides which he
witnessed as a 10-year-old scheolboy in
197 1. Perhaps his young age then has
something to do with the nightmarish
quality of his recollections. A Bihari, he is
one of the two narrators 1n the book who
are non-Bengali.

Jalar'sstoryistoomacabre 1o re-relate,
its finger of condemnaticn peinting at
Bengalis and non-Bengalis alike. He re-
members seeing Shamsu, the razakar
(hghting collaborator) known as the Killer,
licking a bloodied sword that had just
been used to slaughter a Bengali. Somc
time later, the non-Bengali Jafar was him-
self staLbed by a Bengalt who shouted:
"There goes a pargachha (parasite)! Finish
the hastard!" Never had 1 heard such cries
or scen so much buman blood, recalls
Jafar, who is today & rickshaw-puller.

The detachment with which Jafar re-
counts his stories is frightening, There are
no more tears left, especially after all these
yvears. The matter-ol-faet rendering of ex-
treme situations lends the hook an eene
touch Neither Jafar nor any of the others
who remember 1971 resort to polemics or
outrage. Telling it as it was, is enough.

Attheend, finally, there issome comac
retiel. a note on Trrara written with a
flippancy that is incongruous alter such
mtense reading, but which indicates the
editor's refusal to Lake himself seriously:

Anvway, this book is a veritable
minefield of ervors and the idio.. er Editor
and the cheap. . er chief collaborator have
agreed o blume cach other, if il is of any
help. It was also decided that we would
leave it to the reader (why should we have
all the fun was the reasoning} to take up
the challenge: Enjoy yourself, sail your
way through and think nothing of the
zilfions of extra commas, exclamation
marks, periods, the insan... v interesting
treatment of many llustrations (includ-
ing ar upside down map) and many,
many others that make up this Errata.

Right. Reading this note at the begin-
ning rather than the end may have helped
the reader enjoy him or herself more. But
enjoy 1s not the right word for the experi-
ence of reading The Year That Was.
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The Prosecutor's Brief

Silenced Rivers
The Ecology and Politics of

Large Dams
by Patrick McCully
Zed Books, London, 1996
xvi+350 pp

reviewed by Ramaswamy R. Iyer

The book makes an overwhelming argument against dams; but
it is equally possible to build a strong case against other

symbols of 'development’'.

t the outset it must be noted that the
hook on review 1s a severe indictment
of Targe dams rather than an exercise in
dispassionate judicial inquiry: the author
is prosecuting counsel, not a judge. Thisis
meant not as a criticism of the book, but as
a definition of its nature. Silenced Rivers is
clearly an anti-dam hook; but it would be
myopic to put it aside as 'campaign litera-
ture', as some might be mchined wo do.
Starting with a briet history of the
damming of nivers, author McCully deals
comprehensively and svstematically with
the entire range of impacis and conse-
quences of large dam projects. They in-
clude submergence of land and forest;
violent disturbance of millennia-old eco-
logical systems, severe impacts on llora
and wildlite; damage to nver morphology
and to the quality of the water through the
stilling of [lowing rivers, with dire conse-
quences to aquatic life; the emission of
some greenhouse gases from reservoirs;
the emergence and spread ol disease vec-
tors; the ecological and economic impact
downstream from reduced llows and the
trapping of sill and nutrients; the trau-
matic uprooting of people, their resistance,
and the nevitable tendency of the state to
respond with incomprehension and vie-
lence: the loss of valuable agricultural land
through waterlogping; the salimsation{rom
canal irrigation; the rapid siltation of reser-
voirs; the problem of reservoir-induced
seismicity, the danger of dam failures....
All these and more are described in
detail, their technical aspects lucidly ex-
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plained, the issues analysed, and a wealth
of illustrations provided from all over the
world. The book brings out clearly the
technological hubris, the giganticism, and
the attitude of 'conquest of nature' that lie
behind such projects. McCully then pro-
ceeds to show the dubious nature ol most
environmental impact assessment (ElA)
studies. The claimed bencfits (irrigation,
hydroelectric power, drinking water, flood
control, etc) are analysed, and found te be
mostly overstared, as alse in conflict with
one another. Grave inadequacies {both
technical and managenial) are identified in
project planming and execution, corrup-
tion, enormous delays in completion and
slaggering cosl over-runs.

The book brings out the sericus infir-
mities in the process of decision-making in
hig building, the biases that enginecrs,
bureaucrats and politicians bring to hear
even in the best of circumstances, and of
course the undoubted operation ol vested
interests, political motivation, power-seck-
ing and sheer human cupidity. Tt draws
attention toinsidious refationships between
ENINCETs, bureaucrats and puli[icians on
the one hand and contractors en the other;
as also between project-planners/manag-
ers and consultants. Thereafter, the bouk
gives an account of anti-dam movements
in several parts ol the world. Tinally, the
author proceeds to outline alternatives to
such projects.

Among the many facle assumptions
and ghib claims which are examined and
shown to be untenable are the following:

that all adverse effects of dams can be
'mitigated”; that the loss of hish popula-
tons hecause of the disruption of their
movement can be compensated by the
development of lisheries in reservolrs, and
that hydroelectric power from large dams
isnon-polluting and cheap. The bock also
highlights the enormous difficulty of satis-
factorily rescitling uprooted people It
hreaks new ground in drawing artention to
the unique problem presented by dams
which have ceased (or may cease) to be
useful, and the difficuliies of 'de-commis-
sicning' them.

Supply-Side Arguments

That was a very broad overview of the
contents of the book. It is undoubtedly "a
great scholarly work”, a "magnum opus" (1o
quote opinions cited by the publishers},
and it should certainly be "required read-
ing for all peliticians and a prnime text in
engineering schools". The appearance of
this book is an important milestene in the
history of the controversy of big dams.
And yet, some questions and doubts re-
main in the mind.

A couple of minor points may be
mentioned first. There is an asymmetry in
the author's receptivity to the views and
arguments of others. McCully maintains
(quite Tightly) a critical and sceptical atti-
tude towards the claims, delences and
justifications put forward by the support-
ers of large dams, but tends Lo accept
adverse criticism rather more readily. For
want of space, this comment cannot be
properly substantiated here. Secondly, the
author uses the expression "pro-dam tobby”
more than once. Doubtlessit cxists. Onthe
otherhand, thesupporters of such projects
speak disparagingly of the "anti-dam
lobby", and doubtless that exists too. How-
ever, there is a sharp divide on this issue,
and there are at least some on either side
who speak oot of genuine conviction and
do not belong 1o any lobby. This dees not
exempt them from error, and clearly one
side in this important debate must be
wrong. A constructive exchange between
the two sides needs 1o be mainained at
that non-lobby level.

Turningto more important questions,
the crucial one is whether we can rule out
large dams altogether. The author clearly
helieves that we can and should, but his
advocacy of alternatives {watershed devel-
opment, small hydro, solar and wind en-
ergy) 1s not as powerfully persuasive as his
critique of large dams. He will probably
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argue thar in any case dams do not serve
the projected purposes but do more harm
than good, and that the establishment of
alternatives cannot be a precondition for
rejecting something we know to be bad.

He may well be right; but a more
thorough development of this argument
would have been useful, particularly be-
cause engineers and planners continue to
project huge future needs of water and
energy and Lo argue that large supply-side
solutions in the form of "mega-projects”
are inescapable. The answer to that will
have to be partly that the needs ean be met
through alternative means, and partly that
the needsthemselves will have to be sharply
scaled down; and that humanity will have
tolearn to make de with less water and less
energy than it thinks it needs. This implies
drastic changesin ways of living. What are
the prospects of persuading the nations of
the werld to accept this?

Which leads us to our last and most
ditficult question. Silenced Rivers marshals
an impressive array of evidence and makes
an overwhelming case against dams, but it
is equally possible to build up a strong case
against other symbols of 'development”
coal-burning and nuclear power plants;
metallurgieal, chemical, hydroecarben and
petro-chemical industries and mining com-
plexes; monstrous megalopolises; the ex-
ploding automobile population; vast net-
works of raillways and highways bult by
trenching into natural tlood-plains, drain-
age channels, fields, forests and wildlife
habutats, and by blasting hullsides and tun-
nelling through mountains; the onslaught
on aquatic life by giant trawlers and whal-
ing vessels; the staggering global trade in
ol and the very real threat of vil-spills;
and so on.

All these are manifestations of a cer-
tain conception of 'development' based on
a glorification of consumption and accom-
panted by a strident beliel in science and
technology and arelated attitude to nature.
Can we continue with our current ideas of
'development' and give up only the prac-
tice of damming, of rivers; or is the author
implicitly recommending radical changes
incurnotens of what constitutes develop-
ment? The issue 1s not squarely confronted
in the book.

The question certainly bristles with
difficulties. Where does one draw the line
between acceptable and unacceptable n-
terferences with nature? At what level does
technology become hubristic or pathologi-
cal? Even 'small' projects (as the author
points out} can have significant environ-
mental and ecological unpacts; can one
then make a simple choice between ‘large’

fBooKs

and 'small? Again, we tend to distinguish
between modern technology which is ma-
lign and traditional practices which are
benign; but the Grand Anicut built by the
Chola Kings in South India two thousand
years ago, and the Maribu dam in Yemen,
which 1s more than three thousand years
old, were not small structures, and must
have represented advanced technology in
their time. These questions are not being
raised 1n the spint of dehating points; the
intention is merely 10 illustrate the com-
plexities in which we are embroiled when
we begin exploring these issues.
However, thisis a book on large dams
-adifficult enough theme in all conseience

-and it cannot be {aulted for not tackling a
much wider canvas. On its chosen theme,
it is virtually definitive. This review began
by saying that the auther is presecuting
counsel and not a judge. It is the reader
who must assume the judicial role. Te one
reader, at any rate, it appears the prosecut-
ing counsel has presented an unanswer-
able case against large dams. Will the de-
fence counsel step forward?

R.R. Iyer is a former Secretary of Water
Resources, Government of India, and is
presently with the Centre for Policy Research
in New Delhi.

The Sacred Life of Tibet

by Keith Dowman
Thorsons, London, 1997
xii+324 pp
UKL 1299
ISBN (0 7225 3375 6

reviewed by Sean Jones

In Tibet, the concept of luck far pre-dates the theory of karma
that was imported from India by Buddhist missionaries.

his vibrant compilation by a writer

who has spent 30 years in the study of
Tibetan religion gives a well-structured
overview of much of what makes Tibet and
its culture so lascinating. The numinous
peculiarities of Tibetan culture perntaining
to religion, spirituality and magic are cata-
logued and examined in detail, and me-
thodically explained. It is to Keith
Dowman's advantage that he has been able
to employ an objectivity that not many
Tibetans would have been able to com-
mand. Being so subjecuvely involved in
their own culture and traditions, Tibetans
would have found it ditficult to present
with such clarity to the non-Tibetan lay
reader this aspect of their life.

Dowman knows the Tibetan religion
well encugh to be able 1o clearly illustrate

te what great extent the pre-Buddhist,
shamanistic culture of Tibet still super-
sedes the Buddhist culture that has been
the ruling influence over most of Tiket for
the last thousand years. On the average lay
Tibetan Buddhist pilgrim's motivation, for
example, he writes "while he recites Dud-
dhist mantras and lives in awe and fear of
the great Buddha-deities and protectors,
his faith is focussed rather more on the
local mountain gods, the elemental spirits
with whom he feels more al home and to
whom his father prayed.”

Tibetans, Dowman notes, believe that
these gods and spints only require recog-
nition to make them grant good luck. In
fact, for the average Tibetan, all that hap-
pens in ane's life 1s due to tashi, one's Tuck,
the concept of which, in Tibet, far pre-dates
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India Turns Fifty

Erstwhile Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir, and Hindu
scholar, finds that India has some problems, but will
prosper.

by Karan Singh

fone date marks the ending of the

age of colonialism that dominated

the werld polity for five centuries,
itis the 15th of August 1947, the day
India got her independence. The sheer
scope, size, and momentum of the
Indian freedom movement make this
date unique. [t marked the hreaching
of the citadel of colonialism and its
ultimate collapse. Within a decade or
so. dozens of countries in Asia and
Africa became free and a new, post-
colonial era dawned

There is another reason for the
date's significance. For India, shaking
off the colonial yoke was only half of
the story; the other half was that India
chose democracy. Many countries lih-
erated themselves from celonialism,
hut not necessarily with their people
hecoming free and securmng democratic:
rights. But, for India, with its legacy of
a mass-hased freedom movement, the
choice of democracy was only natural.

Since that day 50 years ago, we
have had a vibrant democracy and are
probahly unique, in the develeping
world, in having maintained a tully
demacratic system with a free press
and an independent judictary. The fact
that one-sixth of the human race lives
in a democratic system is in itself a
major accomplishment.

Minority Coalitions

One of the achievements of indepen-
dent Indiahas been the democratisation
of its political psyche. Before Indepen-
dence, vast sections of India's peaple
were submerged and excluded f{rom
the political process. Today, people
are aware both ol their rights and that
their vote can make a diflerence. In
these 50 years, a process of ‘inclusion’
has been in progress. Today there is
the posttive feeling that every legiti-
mate political party, ie. a party that
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aceepts the primacy of our Constitu-
tion and is prepared to work within its
ambit, can share power. In the last 50
years, almost every such political party
has shared power, either at the centre
or in the states.

On the negative side, however,
there has been no majonty govern-
ment since 1989, It is becoming in-
creasingly clear that the era of the one-
party government is in eclipse and that
the age of the coalinon is coming into
its own, We have had six minority
governmentsinarow. Not only hasthe
majority eluded us, the coalitions that
have heen lormed are minority coali-
tions. Coalition ol political parties rep-
resentsa well-established political strat-
egy and may be good for a pluralistic
society like India since it ensures
representation of different views in
civil polity.

A coalition 15 formed 1o attain a
majonty, whereas in India, a systern of
minority coalition governments with
"'support from outside" has evolved.
This uniquely Indian contribution o
the system of political governance is a
contradiction in terms and inevitably
results in disaster. One way out of 1t is
the formation of principled pre-elec-
toral coalitions that seek the people’s
mandate duringelection for theircom-
bine. That appears to be the patiern
towards which we are moving. How-
ever, it may take an election or two
before its contours become more firmly
established.

Meanwhile, the process of elec-
toral reforms, already hegun, has 10
centinue. Most importantly, the func-
tioning of political parties has to come
within the pale of a certain degree of
regulation. At the same time, a system
of compulsory voting should alse be
introduced. There isnoreason why, in
& democratic polity, the people should

not be obliged 10 vote. At present, only
4010 50 percent of the electorate turns
outonelection day, With the [ragmen-
taticn among pelitical parties and the
low voter turn-cut, people are getting
elected with as low as 15-20 percent of
votes. If voting were made obligatory,
ag in Australia, a clearer and more
accurate profile of what peaple want
would emerge. The right to vote should
have the corresponding obligation to
vole at election time,

Humane Liberalisation

When we began our journey as a [ree
nation half a century ago, Jawaharlal
Nehru's model of ecenomic develop-
ment gave government the command-
ng heights of our economy. This en-
abled us to nvest in heavy industry
and lay the foundation lor the eco-
nomic breakthrough that is now in
progress. In time, however, the whole
systemn ran into serious difficulties be-
cause government control of economy
degenerated into statism, red-tapism,
probiferating bureaucracy, unaccount-
ability, inefficiency and corruption.
But, with the emerging changes in
free-market economy and economic
globalisation, our policies are also un-
dergoing a sea change.

We are now dismantling many of
the comtrols, licensing systems and
other regulatory measures that had
become sources of corruption and were
impediments to our economic devel-
opment. The substantial changes n
our economic policies have shown that
we have [lexibility and resilience to
keep pace with the changing world
environment. But, it is regrettable that
while our economic policies may ap-
pear very liberal on the surlace, deep
down the decision-making structures
the same old bureaucratic mindset is
stillat play. The lower levels of bureau-
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The World
Bank and
IMF view
that
change in
economic
system
inevitably
involves a
temporary
dip in
living
standards
is not

acceptable.
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cracy are yet to realise that an eco-
nomic revolution is on.

What is even more important is
that as the economy undergoes
liberalisation, we must find ways 1o
safeguard the vulnerable sections of
our society. They are the ones to feel
its impact first, and we do not have a
safety net for them. The view of the
World Bank and the International
Menetary Fund that transformation
of economic system inevitably n-
volves atemperary dip in living stan-
dards 1s not acceptable. Miflions of
our people live at subsistence level
and a temporary dip will mean that
the most vulnerable sections, the
poorest of the poor, will get sub-
merged. We cannot accept such a
situation

We have to evolve a liberalisation
policy with a human lace. Not a theo-
retical liberahisation, not merely finan-
cial or fiscal liberalisation, but one
which recognises the fact that we are
still one of the peorest nations of the
world. The challenge before the Indian
pohitical leadership is to see how we
can combine economic liberalisation,
which 1s inevitable, with the welfare of
the most vulnerable sections ol our
society. Can it be done? My answer is
thal it has to be dene. Every [ndian
citizen 1s precious and none can be
sacriliced at the altar of liberalisation.

New Social Equilibrium

[ndia is a land of multiple religions
where nine of the world's 12 major
religions flourish: the four Indic reli-
pions that were born here - Buddhism,
Hinduism, Jainism and Sikhism, and
the five that came from Wesl Asia -
Baha'i, Christianity, Islam, Judaismand
Zoroastrianism. And while Hinduism
may be the dominant religion in India,
and though India was partitioned on
the basis of religion, the architects of
our Constitution not only did not react
by setting up a theocratic state, they
also took special care to establish a
state where all religions would be
treated equally. If anything, special
provisions were made for minority re-
ligions.

Thisissomething that is without
parallel anywhere in the world; a
country, partitioned on the basis of
religion, adopts and strives Lo main-
tain a pluralistic and secular sociery.
We still have inter-religious lensions.
But, by and large, during the last 50
vears, we have been able to grow out
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of many of the phobias and hang-ups
of Partition.

At the moment, we are going
through a process of social turmeil.
The old social hierarchical structures
within Hinduwism are slowly disinte-
grating and new ones are emerging.
The extended joint family system is
giving way to the nuclear family. There
are still many unhappy features, like
casteism and violence in the name of
caste. But, in India today, a tremen-
dous transtormation 1s underway, and
anentirely new kind of society isevolv-
ing. This is dilficult to view, however,
as we are oo close to the event to get a
proper perspective, and 1t may take
another decade or two for the new
social equilibrium to fully emerge and
be readily visible.

Modern Mahabharata

Soen after our independence, the Cold
War began in earnest and India was at
the lorefront of structuring what came
to be known asthe Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM), Having just emerged from
the yoke of colenialism, we saw no
reason (o 1ake sides in a modern-day
Mahabharata, of joining either the
Kauravas or the Pandavas. Our view
was that developing nations should
not niecessarily be influenced by either
ol the two major powers and should be
able todecide their future on their own
and safeguard therr interests.

With the implosion of the Soviet
Unien, the old bipolar paradigm 1s no
longer operanve. But developing na-
lions continue to have common inter-
ests in the present bipolar world of
North and South. If anvthing, we re-
quire a new momentum towards a
more elfective South-South co-opera-
tion. But the need (o energise regional
Eroupings is even more important.

We have 1o think much more in
terms of saare. Regardless of their
religious persuasions, South Asians
are essentially a part ol the same
avilisation. And yet, we have our
differences. If France, Germany and
England, who battled each other for
500 vears, vould sink their ditfer-
ences, we, who have had differences
only for 50 years, should not find 1t
impossible to overcome them. Some
of the recent developments within
the SAARC region have been very
hopeful, such as the Mahakali Treaty
with Nepal and the Indo-Bangladesh
Agreement. We need to [urther
strengthen regional co-operation as

well as bilateral relations within the
SAARC region.

For the moment India and Paki-
stan are both opening their econo-
mies. But they are opening them to
the rest of the world, not to each
other. If we are to liberalise ourecono-
mies, we must start the process within
our region. That is the path that we
should take for the next decade orso.
If we focus our energies and psychic
powcers on the SAARC experiment and
make it succeed, it will be a major
contribution to the wellare of the
people of South Asia

No Soft Options

India, by its very geopolitical pesition
and size, will have to take the lead. Tut
what kind of lead should that be? Sri
Aurobindo once said that India will
rise not when she rises to trample upon
the weak but to share the light of the
eternal dharma for humanity. Here
dharma does nat refer toany particular
religion, it is the ntellectual and the
spiritual hase upon which acivilisation
evolvesand flourishes. Qur civilisation
has 1o blaze the trail, that is our next
"tryst with destiny".

The challenge 1s to develop holis-
tic  philosophies  that  stress
complementarity instead of competi-
non, and convergence in place of con-
(lict. There are no soft options lefr,
either for individuals or for nations or
cvihisations. The path ahead is diffi-
cull, beset with dangers from within us
and from ouwtside, and sharp as the
razor's edge. There 1s no other way.

The Katha Upanishad exhorts us
temove torward, individually and col-
fectively, across this perilous path with
confidence, determination and an in-
domitable will to succeed in our goal of
buildinga regenerated human being, a
new consciousness for the age that 1s
dawning, and a new civilisation that
would ensure a harmonious fature for
the human race:

Vtnshathata, jagrata, prapvavaran nehodhata
Khurasya dhara nishita duraitaya
Durgam pathastat kavaye vadanti,

K. Singh, philosopher, auther, poct,
educationist and Member of Parliament,
was fermer Sadr-i-Riyasat of Jammu
and Kashmir, former Indian Cabinet
Minister and Ambassador Lo the United
States. He has adapted this article from
a lecture given in Kathmandu earlicr
this year under the auspices of the B.P.
Koirala Nepal-India Foundation.
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Opinion

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS

How Should the South Respond?

Developing country policy-makers should take close note of a not-so-subtle shift in
US policy regarding climate change, understand its dire implications, and prepare

to respond.

by Adil Najam

ast month, US President Bill
I Clinton, Vice President Al Gore
and hall their cabinet met at
the White House Lo discuss the US
negotiating position for the climate
change negotiations in Japan in De-
cember. The meeting could possibly
not have had a higher profile, and
besides the high administration offi-
cials included the leading lights of
the US academia, corpoerations and
labour movement. The meeting was
significant for developing countries
because it seemed to spell a new
direction in US policy that might
hurt them.

The message was: for the
industrialised world (the North) to
be able to do anything on climate
change, the South would also have 1o
do its "share'. Although the exact
magnitude of this share was never
laid out, it was obvious that the US
will look unfavourably at any treary
that does not slap binding emission
restrictions for the developing coun-
tries. What this meansis the unravel-
ing of the finely crafted principle of
"shared but differentiated respensi-
bility" in international environmen-
tal policy.

H this turns out to be so, 1t would
mean that developing countries
would be asked 1o make 'similar’, if
nol the same, percemtage ermnission
cuts. This, despite the lact that the
historicat and current respensibility
for carbon cmissions lies squarely
with the North (80 percent of the
emissions come from the 20 percent
of the world population living in
the North). Mereover, this will
contradict the so-called "Berlin
Mandate" of 1895 (which the US
signed} that promises that the
South will not be asked to forfeit
its development aspirations 1n the
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name of global warming,

Doing anything to significantly
combat global warming cannot be
cheap. For the US (which produces
22 percent of all emnissions), the costs
could run into hundreds of billions
of dollars. Evenfor developing coun-
tries which contribuze a fraction, the
cost would be higenoughto put their
entire economies in disarray. While
the urgency of doing something is
very real, the poor of the developing
world cannot afferd o pay the envi-
ronmental hills of the industrialised
rich, Tt 1s vital that policy-makers in
the South - including in South Asia -
recognise the not-so-subtle shift in
US policy, understand its dire impli-
cations, and develop a concerted
stralegy to respend to it

Southern Response

To be effective, any Scuthern strat-
egy will have 1o dispel two common
perceptions: first, that the develop-
ing countries are not really interested
in the environment and, second, that

ENTWICKLUNGS POLTIK

JusT Dan'T USE
T ON ARYTHING
THAT PoliUTES

they are merely using it as anew ploy
for begging for money from the rich.
This means that the developing coun-
tries need astrategy that isa) proactive
in that it clearly states that they are
interested in solving the issue and
suggests concrete ways of doing so,
and b) uses a principled stand in-
stead of the begging bowl to further
their developmental interests.

One such strategy could be to
throw the proposals coming from the
Nerth hack at them. Ta be specific,
the propoesal that the US and many
Lurepean powers seem to favour calls
for an "emissions trading scheme"
merged with "joint implementation”.
The gencral idea is 1o devise a semi-
voluntary trading scheme, based on
current net emissions, allowing the
rich to invest in poor countnes Lo get
"good behaviour® credit. On the face
ol it the scheme seems to have merit:
the rich are able io buy cheaperabate-
ment, and the poor get much needed
FesOUrces.

However, for the South it has
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many problems: it is akin to the me-
dieval notion of "buying indulgences"
by paying gold to have your sins
absolved. It provides little incentive
for changes in consumption, it does
not penalise bad behaviour, it over-
tookssovereignty considerations, and
it ignores the long-term: what will
happen when the efficicney gains dry
up {whichwill happen soon enough)
or as developing countries actually
develop. The developing countries
should do better than just raise these
concerns. They should turn them
around and suggest their own
counter-proposal,

This is what the South should
say to the North:

We think  trading scheme is a
good tdew and are willing toge along
with it as long as it i1s based not on
half-baked notions of joint imple-
mentation and voluntary arrange-
ments but on the firmer grounds of a
principle of ‘per capita pollution
rights'. If, indeed, the atmosphere is
a global common then every indi-
vidual, whether from the rich Nortn
or the poor South, should have equal
rights over its use ard equal respon-
sibilities for its upkeep. Let us, then,
give property rights to the atmo-
sphere to the citizens of the world.

Opinion

Let us determine the average level of
emission per persen that the atmo-
sphere can sustain and designate
that as the per capita pollution right
te be managed by the individual's
country. Those who emit more than
this would be required to "buy” pol-
lution space from those who emit
less than their guota. The 1990 num-
bers for both population and emis-
sions could be used tokeep the calcu-
lations fair for high emitting as well
as high population countries.

There are many advantages to
sucha proposal. First, such ascheme
sends the right message to both North
and South, encouraging the former
to reduce emissions and the latter to
keep them low. Second, itis hased on
moral principle rather than arbitrary
allocation. Third, instead of turning
developing countries into beggars it
places them on an equal footing with
the industrialised natiens giving them
the exact same rights and responsi-
hilities. Fourth, it provides a viable
mechanism for debt relief for the
poorest countries. Fifth, it is based
on a market instrument and meshes
with the ideological template of cur
times, Sixth, 1t can bypass the sover-
eignty quagmire because couniries
are [reeto raise and spend the monies

""" The PANOS Institute,

The PANOS Institute established its South Asia Centre for Public and Policy
Debate in Kathmandu in May 1997. The Centre aims to promote closer
regional dialogue, encourage transboundary perspectives on issues and

enhance crossborder information flows within South Asia.

PANOS South Asia is now looking to recruit Communications Specialists on
development and environment issues to implement its future activities.

The successful candidate will be the citizen of a South Astan country, be
familiar with regional development issues and their communication aspects.
They will be motivated, mobile, eager to learn and have five years experience
especially in specific areas of PANOS activities like water, public health and
media training. They will be fluent in at least two South Asian languages, and

have outstanding written and spoken English.

Applicants should send CV and a 200-word personal sketch in English by Japuary 15, 1998 to:
PANOS South Asia, GPO Box 13651, Kathmandu, Nepal
or, to panosktm@mos.com.np
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as they like. Finally, 1t 1s long-term in
character: once established it can
maintain itself untl it dies out when
all countries reach emissions that are
at or helow their per capita quotas.

The idea itself is not new. How-
ever, it is an idea whose time has
finally come. Substantively, this has
always been the best option for the
South. Strategically, there are at least
two reasons why this is the right time
for the South to put ferth this pro-
posal. First, having themselves called
for a trading scheme, the North can-
not simply dismiss a proposal which
is based on the exact same principle.
Second. there could possibly be no
betier response to the new policy
vibes coming from the White House.
They are criticising the South for not
fulfilling its environmental responsi-
bility. This can be the South's way of
retorting, "OK, if you want 'equal’ we
will give you equal - but equal means
equal in responsihility as well as
rights."

A. Najam, from Pakistan, teaches
international relations and
environmental policy at Boston
University and is also the Associate
Director of the MIT-Harvard Public
Disputes Programme. He was present at
the White House mecting.







"A States Focus Makes Sense"

The multilaterals have begun dealing directly

seem to mind.

with the state capitals and New Delhi does not “
(

by Prabhu Ghate
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new trend 1s afoot as the
World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank seck to
give their lending in India a stronger
"states" focus. The ADB made a USD
250 million loan to Guyarat last year
(with the horrendous title of the
"Guijarat Public Sector Resource Man-
agement Programme”) and is eyeing
Madhya Pradesh and one of cither
Tamil Nadu or Kerala as additional
candidates. The World Bank is devel-
eping a "restructuring” loan [or
Andhra Pradesh, and is also working
on Rajasthan, Haryvana, Onssa and
Karnataka.

Fiscal reform at the state levet is
at the heart of the exercise, because
without it all lending will he unfruit-
ful. Ir seems a little late in the day to
come to this realisation, but better
late than never. As an official at the
World Banl asked, "If we make a big
educational loan to the states, how
do we know they will continue to
have the money 1o pay the teachers

after we leave. We've poured a lot of

money inte the powersector, butis it
sustainable?”

The central government in New
Delht sces the multilateral banks as
allies 1n its effort to breaden and

deepen fiscal reform countrywide.
With attention locused exclusively
en the central government's tiscal
delicit (shated to go dewn 1o 4.5 per-
cent of Gopthis year) the [act that all
the states put together add another 4
nercent Lo the overall public sector
deficit 15 completely lost sight of
"There hasn't been much action on
the part of the states ver on fiscal
reform,” the World Bank statler sand

The carrot of additional resources
the multilaterals can offerthe statesis
a powerlul duvice New Dethi has at
its disposal 1o get the states 1o under-
take tax and public enterprise ro-
forms and cut hack on current ex-
penditure. Only then will they bein
a positien 1o deliver the social ser-
vices and provide the infrastructure
that s constitwdionally thelr respon-
sthility. Health, education. powerand
irrigauon are all "state subjects” un-
der the Indian constitution. As Fi-
nance Minister . Chidambaran said
at the recent Fund-Bank meeting, "A
stales [ocus makes sense ™

WB on Andhra
In its first full-fledged report on a
state economy, the World Bank analy-

ses how Andhra Pradesh is cne of

-45”’

=y
2

india's lareer resource-rich states, but
has a growth rate lower than the
country's average, and considerably
below that of India's six fastest-grow-
ing states. Une of the reasons has
heen the plethora of poorly 1argeted
wellare schemes (more than a hun-
dred directed at the scheduled castes
alone) spread teo thm o make
meaningful monitoring and conrrol
possible.

The largest such scheme is the
one on riee subsidy which covers 85
pereent of Andhra's population with
a ration of good-guality rice that
mukes “self-targeting" impossible.
The report points out that a much
more sustainable anti-poverty strat-
egy would be to rely on rapad labour-
mtensive growth, effective provision
of hasic services, and smaller, and
sell-targeted programmesfor the very
poor. Thus, if the rice were replaced
with cheaper{oodgrains, it would be
easier Lo restrict ration cards to about
30 percent of the houschelds, the
pepulation below the poverty line,

The Bank report contains a com-
prehensive agenda tor reform for the
tax system, public enterprises, the
power seclor, canal irrigation, roads,
ports, primary schooling and public
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health, all of which are state subjects.
Will Hyderabad bite? Well, it has
already started nibbling. Tt has raised
the price of rationed rice from INR 2
to 3.50 per kg and reduced the allo-
cation from 3 to 4 kg per person per
month, with an upperlimit of INR 20
ke per family. (However it is still
Joathe to restrict cligibility to the
poor.) It has reversed full prohibi-
tion, raised power tariffs (but only a
hit) and awarded the first contract to
a private party to developa port ona
BOT (huild-operate-transler) basis.
Chandrababu Naidu. regarded
as one of the more development-
minded and technology savvy chief
ministers (he is into computers in a
big way), made a big pitch (o World
Bank President James Wollensohn
during a recent visit. World Bank
staflers are understandably coy 10
discuss conditicnalities, and claim
they are only responding to requests
from the states to help them out of the
fiscal mess they find themselves in.
As one of them said, "Well, we have
had three or four states coming in
and asking us to come and take a

WE ARE AROUND YOU
ALL THE TIME FOR YOUR
TRAVEL NEEDS

For further details please contact:

Travels & Tours (P) Ltd.

P.O. Box 10517, Aeroflot Building, Kamaladi

Kathmandu, Nepal.

Tel: 223219, 247058 Fax: 977-1-225875

AFTER OFFICE HOURS:

Tel: 373485 Fax: 977-1-373468

CONTACT PERSON:
Manoj Sharma

HIMAL South Asia December 7997

ESaarcanomy

look." They are obviously pleased
with the new Rajasthan scheme o
give an immediale power connection
to any farmer willing to pay INR 1.20
per unit {for which there is quite a
rush)

That conditionalities can have
some bite is shown by the ADB's
Gujarat loan, under which the state
must reduce its deficitw 2.7 percent
of the state's GDP by the next {1998/
99} financial year. However, the state
will have (o reduce its current level of
power subsidy of about INR 13 bil-
lion by as much as two thirds il 15 to
gel anywhere near this target, and
avail of the final tranche of the loan.

The ADB Way

The World Bank 1s planning to lend
[orboth social and infrastructure sec-
tors in the restructuring packages
under the state-focused loans. Itisin
a position (o do so because 11 can
include soft loans under A in the
package (which are necessary for the
social sector). The ApB, on the other
hand, does not make soft leans to
India and China, concerned that this

would leave litde for any of the other
Asian countries. So there is likely to
be less of a queue at the doors of the
ADB.

The apg dees make available its
list of criteria for selecting states un-
derthe new approach, whichithopes
will account forabout halfits lending
to India soon. The criteria include
commitment 1o policy reforms, in-
frastructure needs, a sansfactory
record of project implementation in
the past, and ability to borrow on
non-soft loan terms. While it says it
hopes to include ablend of high- and
low-inceme states, it is hard to see
some poor slates meeting the last of
these criteria in particular. On the
other hand, who knows, if the fiscal
crisis gets bad enough in states like
Bihar and Utar Pradesh, they might
just be moved to begin to put their
houses in order.

Initially however, it locks like
states-locused lending is poing to stay
mostly 1o the west of the emerging
development divide running down
the middle of the country.

ECO TREK

A leading TREKKING &
TOURING company in the Himalaya

Eeo Trek's speciafities
all in vne

welf trained staff

light equipment

highty reliable &
personalized service
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adventities
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Abominably Yours,

here is a wicked rumaur going arcund

in development circles that the
Subcontinent is the world's least gender-
sensitive region. As a female Scuth Asian
hominoid, | do not agree.

Just look around you, Till recently,
three out of the seven SAARC nations had
women heads of state (in Sri Lanka the
president is actuaily the biological mother
of the ferale prime minister). Bhutan has
four queens, and the Kathmandu king
actually worships a living virgin goddess.
WWe are also the only region in the world
where entire suburban trains are set aside
for female commuters. There are special
gender queues for women voters in our
emerging democracies. In South Asia, men
don't seem to be allowed to read weather
bultetins - only women with long straight
hair can tell
us about
approaching
westeriy
disturbances.
Then, there
are female
primates who
are allowed
1O get away
with columns
like these,

And now, we even have countries
where men are not allowed to share the
television screen with women. A new edict
promulgated by the PMO in Islamabad
prohibits PTY from showing male and
female newscasters together during the
evening bulletin, obviously fearing some
naughty-naughty during the credit roll.
Next, we are teld, commercials showing
women |ustily lathering their cheeks with
soap, and hair-conditioner ads that display
female follicles, and all other such will face
the censor's razors.

There is a slight hitch, of course. How
on earth are we going to depict Benazir
without showing her male hangers-on? But
we will cross that bridge when we come to
it. Meanwhile, it is clear that affirmative
action programmes such as these cooked
up by the PMO for PTV will ensure that the
voices and faces of South Asian women will
be seen and heard, undefiled by the
presence of masculine odours. This will
lead, if | may borrow terminology of our
Nerth American sisters, to greater
awareness and analysis of gender-based
differential impact of events and processes.

If all South Asian countries copy the
proposed model, we may actually have
wholesome television that treats women
with the dignity they deserve, and in the
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process force advertising agencies
to find creative new ways to do
commercials. If women can't be
shown in detergent commercials,
all the better. Let's shoot the men
doing the wash and hanging up bras
on the clothesline. Let men model
for vapourub commercials, demonstrating
endearing soft-focus looks as they tuck
sniffling children into bed as their coughs
miraculously set about curing themselves.
Male-only commercials have the potential
of transforming gender roles in the
Subcontinent, | say, and Unicef beteer listen.

Narrator: After a hard day's work selling AK-
475, Waheed's kameez and pantaloons
are equally soiled with barrel grease. He
puts his kameez into this blue bucket with
ordinary washing powder found in any
supermarket And he puts his pantaloon in
this red bucket with Ultrawhite Tide.

Woaheed: Wah! | don't believe it! My panta-
loons are as good as new. So bright, so
white. Tide is the answer to all my washing
needs.

Narrator {as camera pans across the rugged
Afghan border): Keep the Khyber Clean
and White with Ultrawhite Tide.

And not a woman in sight!
This gender-reversal technique
can be used for a whole range
of household products and set
an example for husbands,
brothers and fathers across the
Subcontinent who have not
helped with household chores
for the past four millennia.

Next commercial: A dhoti-clad
brahmin (or thakur) male with holy thread
firmly in place enters kitchen, burping
loudly and scratching his beily. Cut to
pressure cocker on the range letting off
steamn with a hiss. Brahmin (or thakur} male
opens pressure cooker and samples the
aroma. "Mmmm. | do not let my wife in the
kitchen anymore. Cooking is 2 man's job."
Highly nuanced messages like these can
bring abcut awareness 2nd behaviour
change among the wife-beating, dowry-
demanding gorillas in our midst.

More, there is more. The PMO shall
decree that hair oil commercials will
henceforth be modeiled by men only.
Macho man will be shown stroking his shiny
black beard that could pass for a cascade of
freshly-melted asphalt. Voice-over: "Me and
wife both wear Amla Kesh Tel. We don't
wear anything else.”

| must admit, there will be a bit of
challenge for the advertisers of sanitary

napkins. How do you
get around not being
able to show women!?
Traditionally, tampon
and pad manufacturers
have used female
models hopping,
skipping and jumping with wild abandon in
afl manner of violent outdoor sports like
bungee-jumping, sky-diving, space-walking
and bharatnatyam. in South Asia, we have
to be more culturally sensitive and show
sparts which are more down-to-earth, like
perhaps horse-riding. And since we can use
only male models, we have to be even
more subtle, Viewers will have to be kept
guessing till the end as to what it is we are
advertising.

Lights, camera, action! Nawab of
Pataudi canters into view on the Bangalore
Gymkhana grounds getting ready to do
battle. Brief close-up of mare's backside, cut
to former cricket captain, Nawab in husky,
threatening voice: "Giddi-up, Whisper,
move your bloody butt.” Whisper refuses
to budge. Fade. Commercial ends with
following message flashing across screen
accompanied by Enya muzak:

"Whisper. Even Men Swear By Ir."

QOK, OK, I didn't get it either when the
PMO played it the first time.
Burt just look at what we can
do with some simple
reforms in the broadcasting
code!

And no more scandalous

magazine ads like Milind
3| Seman and Madhu Sapre

* modelling in that python
commercial ¢clad in nothing but their sports
shoes. Henceforth, it will be only Milind,
and he will be doing a Nastassja Kinski
impersanation, concealing his manhood
with a boa constrictor coiled around his
groin,

With commercials like these, the
status of women in South Asia will rise
even higher than their presently lowly level
and the female species will be able to fit
into their true role in society. Men folk wi
then start gerting up at the crack of dawn
to broom the house, do the laundry, fetch
water from the spring, raise children, and
commute ta work in their men-only trains
Our women will be left to
pursue leisure seriously -
and maybe even start
appearing in whiskey ads
or in commercials for fast
cars. One small step for
man, a big leap for
womankind.
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