











important for the survival of
mankind is the evolution of a
universal way ol lile tike the Vedic
tradition, with changes suitahle to
changing times. I am not alone in
thinking thus. Thinkers like
Bertrand Russell and Arneld
Toynbee had stated categerically
that in the [uture, the West has to
look to India and the Vedic
tradition.

S. Ramakrishnan

Calcutta

Mr Ramakrishnan may be sadly
mistaken about the reality of and
potential for communal clashes in
Nepal. Editors.

Moving
The article “The visa war” by
Salinan Rashid (February 1998) was
moving. I've read a lot of stories in
Indian magazines ahout the plight
of Indians who want to visit
Pakistan to meet their relatives and
see their ancestral towns, but I did
not know that Pakistanis were
treated similarly when they want to
visit India. Rashid’s story makes
amply clear that it is not the people
ol Pakistan and India who are
responsible {or the sorry state of
relations hetween the two countrics,
but the governments. 1 would like
to extend my sympathies to Salman
Rashid.

Ramesh Kumar

<Ramesh Kadali@ualberta.ca>

Know your Kautilya
T was quite intrigued to read that
Kautilya wrote “several important
economic policy documents”, as
claimed by Jayanto
Bandyopadhyay in the March
1998 issue of Himal. T only
know of one book Kautilya
wrote, Arthasastra. The term,
as R.P. Kangle, translator and
commentator of the work,
states, “is understood as the
science dealing with state
affairs in the internal as well as
the external sphere: in other
words, it is the science of
statecraft or of politics and
administration.” Thus, while
arthasastra currently does
mean economics, it did not
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always carry this meaning. In any
casc, it would he of iImmense use to
us South Asians if Bandyopadhvay
would cite the economic policy
documents Kautilya wrote.

As for the caption beneath the
skerch of a fictional Kautilya which
states that he is an economist, I am
‘not sure whether this is the view of
the writer or of the editorial board
of Himal. Perhaps all of us should
read Arthasastra again, if we have
not read it already.

Rajendra Pradhan

Kathmandu

Jayanto Bandvopadhyay replies:

As the reference to Kautilya was not cen-
tral to the article in question, rather
than describe him as an author on the

topic of “science dealing with affairs of

the state”, the phrase “economic policy”
was used. Obviously, in an article on
Kautilya himself, the detailed descrip-
tion asked for by Mr Pradhan would
have been essential,

Abominable
1t does not befit your magazine to
print an offensive piece ("Abomina-
bly yours”, March 1998) which,
uncler the pretext of heing a
humorous article about Bill Clinten,
denigrates Hinduism. The writer
sounds like a pseudo-secular
politico-religiously correct indi-
vidual with a superficial knowledge
of Hinduism. He seems intellectu-
ally servile, and used to worship-
ping at the alwar of prejuci-
cial Western notions of
eastern doctrines, espe-
cially Hinduism. t
wonder if he would
have the courage to
write such a diatribe
against Islam or
Christianity. Tt would
be casy 1o refute his
Westernised concepts
regarding Dharma,
Karma and Vedic
scriptures, but for
now [ request that
your magazine refrain
from printing
such inflammatory
junk in future.
R. Dehal
<RDAHAL@aol.coms
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Himal has a list of aims, modestly stated,
which has to contend with paranoid
politicians, hidebound bureaucrats and
millions of miles of barbed wire. It has en
its side the virtues of readability and the
absence of dogma.
Ramachandra Guha
The Telegraph, Calcutta

A most daring magazine venture.
Khushwant Singh

Provides more emphasis on regional
issues than any other international
magazine.

The News, Lahore

A magazine with a South Asian bias to
counter the petty-nationalism and narrow
geopolitical considerations af the region.

The Pioneer, New Delhi

The magazine that looks at all of
Seuth Asia as its beat.
Sunday, Calcutta

A regional magozine with an
international cutlook.
The Econemic Times, Bombay

A very different magazine by definition
and content.
The Sunday Times Plus, Colombo

Himal is literate and readable.
Tsering Wangyal, Tibetan Review

A magazine that caters {6 a very
interesting niche.
Indian Printer and Publisher

With its broad and humane vision, the
magazine helbs capture the unity os well
as the diversity of this unique
part of our plaret.

Javed Jabbar, Karachi

Journalism Without Borders

Himal, GRO Box 725 |, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: +977-1-522113/523845/52101 3 (fax)
email: himalmag@maos.com.np
URL: www.himalmag.com

Subscription information on page 12.
















The fatlure
of the
government
to keep its
election

promises will
force voters to

think beyond

established

partz'es.

a newspaper claimed that she was in Europe
as the celestial changes were occurring, the
state-owned television channel moved swiftly
to reassure the public that she was very much
in Colombo and attending to her dutics. The
same telecast presented a favourable forecast
for the country lollowing the planetary
changes featuring an astrologer who used the
opportunity for some free advertising: “Ordi-
nary readings Rs. 50" said the sign in front of
him. “Special reading Rs. 250.”

While the mainline politicians of the
People’s Alliance and the opposition United
National Party were thus indulging in “plan-
etary politics” and sizing up cach others
chances at the August provincial council elec-
tions. a third force that twice attempted to
overthrow Sri Lanka’s elected governments by
armed insurrection was organising to mount
a bid for power at the next general election
due at the turn of the century. ,

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (Jve,
Peoples Liberation Front} was getiing ready
Lo stage a hig May Day show in Colombo, The
party has protested obstacles put forth by the
police for the demonstration and believes that
the government is planning a crackdown on
them. The jvr vehemently opposes the devo-
lution package with which the Peoples Alli-
ance hopes to end tbe civil war that has hled
Sri Lanka white during the last 1% years.

According to Tilvin de Silva, the JvP’s gen-
eral secretary, the government is using the
state media to prepare the ground for the
crackdown. He insists that the party’s mili-
tant past is now hehind it and that they were
now very much in the democratic mainstream
(see Mimal, “Sri Lankas South Stll Smoul-
ders”, May 1996). The jvp takes credit for ‘edu-
cating' the people about the ill-effects of the
devolution package and says that the govern-
ment, sensing the jvrs role in creating the
growing oppositicn, is seeking to terrorise its
activists.

Sri Lankans well retnember 1988-89 when
the JvPs military wing nearly pushed the coun-
try over the brink into anarchy. The security
forces, whose family members had been
threatened by the Jvp, cracked down brutally
on the rebels under orders of the UNP govern-
ment of President Ranasinghe Premadasa.
Thousands were killed and bodies floating
down rivers and so-called “tyre pyres” on the
roadside were the order of the day. The jvp
leadership was liquidated and normalcey re-
stored at a heavy price on life and limb. The
methods used were undoubtedly extra-fegal
but were claimed to he necessary given the
circumstances.

There is no escaping the reality that many

sheep died with the goats. Frivate grudges
were paid oll under cover of the msurgency,
with politicians and others exploiting the
forces’ willingness to bump ofl anybody
branded JvP. With the change of government
in 1994, various commissions of inquiry have
probed disappearances and excesses by the
forces. There has also been a lot of witch-hunt-
ing, all of which means that the security forees
will be far less willing to act the way they did
during the height of the [vP's second adven-
Lure.

Today, few remember that when the jvp
launched its first insurrection in 1971, the
government of the day comprised the present
constituents of the Peoples Alliance. Then,
too, there was a harsh crackdown and similar
extra-legal killings. The difference was that
the 1971 insurrection was smaller than the
attempted putsch of 1988-89, and required
less state terror. Many analysts helieve that
the scale of Sirimave Bandaranaikes rout in
1977 was partly due to the JvP’s determina-
tion to see ber S1i Lanka Freedom Party (SLPP)
and its left allies roundly defeated to sestle
the score of 1971.

There is no doubt that both the United
National Party and the People’s Alliance have
a solid block of support each. “Tt’s like money
in the bank,” said one analyst. “Whatever the
issues. the two sides have their committed
core of supporters who will always vote for
them.” But the Noating vote that hoth sides
woo is mow increasingly turning to the Jvp
which, regardless of its present professions,
has a history of armed insurrection. With the
number of military deserters in the country,
and the increase in crime attributed to them,
along with the support that the jvp had al-
ways shown itself capable of mustering in the
universities, the establisbed parties must
recognise the re-emergence ol a monster.

The economic policies of the People’s Al-
liance are no different from those of the United
National Party. This is why the failurc of the
government, whether PA or UNP. to keep their
election promises will force increasing num-
bers of voters to think beyond the estahlished
partics. 1f the jvr welshes again on its prom-
ise of working within the democratic struc-
tures. Sti Lanka will be hard pressed to fight
hoth the Tamil Tigers in the north and a
Sinhala insurgency in the south.

The last time around, the Indian army was
brought in to fight the Tigers and the Jvp
jumped onto the sLEP bandwagon to oppose
the UNP government on that score. Soon it had
escalated its protest into a full-scale msur-
geney that frightened all established political
parties in the country, both in governmment and
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opposition. Some Tamils too are now reported
to be joining the jvp, which claims to be non-
racist. Even though it might not win an elec-
tion, the party is now showing its ability to
command significant support. Its showing ar
the August provincial council elections will
be keenly watched to spot its place in the po-
litical constellation.

NEPAL

CONSTITUTIONAL
ICEBERG

NOT ALL, BUT some of the problems of the
nascent Nepali democracy seem directly
linked to the Constitution which was drafted
aver the course of 1990 under the aegis of
three mutually suspicious forces - the royal
palace, the Nepali Congress and the Commu-
nists. Promulgated hurriedly in November of
that year, the flaws in the master document
bave become more glaring over the years as
cday by day the country suffers from the an-
tics of unaccountable politicians. These new
tulers are, of course, amply supported hy an
intimidated hureaucracy, an undemanding
academia and a politicised bar.

Jurist Shammbhu Prasad Gyawali, who has
been Nepals lengest serving Attorney Gen-
eral [rom 1939 1o 1970, observes that Nepal's
polity is in a state of “functional anarchy”™. This
is so because constitutional organs have been
hamstrung hy structural defects in the Con-
stitution that leave these bodies unaccount-
ahle. Gvawali suggests that many gaps and
omissions, which have hecome obvious in the
last seven years of its application, should be
rectified through suitable amendments that
do not leave room for contradiciion between
Acts passed and the Constitution. At the cur-
rent stage of evolution of democratic culiure
in Nepal, it is unrealistic to expect politicians
to discipline themselves; and this is the rea-
son why some amount of constitutional engi-
neering is in order. Here are some of Gyawalis
suggestions.

* The Nepali judiciary has emerged as one
of the weakest entities under the 1990 Con-
stitution, ample judicial powers notwith-
standing. This has happened particularly
hecause the Chief Justice has heen left with
very little powers [or the administration of
Justice. His position is today coinpietely be-
holden to the Justice Council, a motley
group made up of three judges, a politi-
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cian and a lawyer. Today, the Chief Justice
of Nepal is unable even 10 ensure discipline
among junior colleagues, much less direct
an important wing for the functioning of
democracy.

* That the role of the constitutional monar-
chy has not been clearly defined under the
Constitution has often been causc for fric-
tion hetween the prime minster and the
king. On the one hand. the exccutive power
of the government has heen unnecessarily
divided among the king, the cabinet and
tbe several ineffectual constitutional organs.
Ideally, all executive actions of the govern-
ment should he the responsihility of the
prime minister, with the king acting only
on advice. On the other hand, the kings
ability to provide suggestions to the cabi-
net is not sulficiently defined, which has
kept King Birendra away from indepen-
dently providing counsel on occasions
when it might have been useful.

* The Constitution of 1990 has not provided
for local self-government, and this lacuna
has to be filled. Until such time, politicians
and ministers will only mouch platitudes
about decentralisation without doing anv-
thing about it.

* The Constitution should limit the number
ol members in the cabinet, pegging it to
around 15 ministers and 10 junior minis-
ters. The option of allowing unlimited ex-
pansion, which on one occasion resulted
in 48 MDs flying tlags, creates a situation in
which selfish expectations are heightened.

To stop the criminalisation’ ol national poli-
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tics, the Constitution itsell should bar from
Parliament a person who has a criminal
case pending or has been convicred in such
a case. This would immediately raise the
meral quotient of the govermment and par-
liament, as a few, bul extremely trouble-
some, criminal elements have exercised
great mischiel-making power.

There is presently no compatibility be-
mween the Constitution and the law deal-
ing with defection from politicat parties.
While the Constitution’s understanding is
that defection involves a wrilten resigna-
tion or some other such obvious indica-
tion of withdrawal. the law seeks also to
penalise for defection an MP who goes
against his/her party’s whip and is absent
during a hallet or does not vote in the vase
ol a division in Parliament. This leads to a
contradiction that, if challenged success-
fully in court by such MPs, may prevent
political parties [rom maintaining disci-
pline among members and ideological
consistency.

The Constitution stipulates that the mat-
ter of perks and privileges for ministers

and MPs is 10 be laid down by an Act of
Parliament. But the practice has developed
(o conler more privileges by fiats of gov-
crament. Tt seems important that the Con-
stitation should furthermore now specify
that any violauen ol the concerned Act
would result in the loss of the guilty partys
official position. This is necessitated so that
the politicians do not get carried away (as
they have). act illegally, and force great
losses on the national exchequer,

The Constitution is not an end in itself: it
is but the means towards providing a coun-
try with a polity which will deliver social and
ecanomic well-being (o its citizens. No na-
tional charter is sacrosanct, and if 1t has prob-
lems it has to he altered. The period of ex-
perimentation with the 1990 Constitution is
over, and as it is unlikely that the legzslature,
or the judiciary of Nepal, is going to take the
initiative, it devolves upon lawyers, scholars
and journalists to start building up public
opinion for such change.

As jurist Gyawali notes. “If corrective ac-
lion is not taken, there is an accident waiting
Lo happen 1o the Nepali ship of state.”
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"WE ARE AROUND YOU

ALL THE TIME FOR YOUR
TRAVEL NEEDS

For further details please contact:

Travels & Tours (P) Ltd.

P.O. Box 10517, Aeroflot Building, Kamaladi
Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: 223219, 247058 Fax: 977-1-225875

AFTER OFFICE HOURS:
Tel: 373485 Fax: 977-1-373468

CONTACT PERSON:
Manoj Sharma

"By far the best deal in the inexpensive range of hotels”
Frommer's Nepal.

Kunsang's personal service matches four star
quality for a trusted and comfortable stay

Features:
— onaquiet lane. situated conveniently in the hieart
of Thamel

— business and travel centre (e-mail, fax, private
phones, trekking, rafting and safari)

— satellite TV, safety deposit. air-conditioning,
elevator and luggage storage

— bath-tubs with 24 br. hot shower, roof top garden
and friendly stafl

HOTEL EXCELSIOR (P) LTD
PO.BOX 9432, NARSINGH CAMP
THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

Tel: 41 1566, 220285, Fax: 977-1-410853
E-mail; excel@wlink.com.np
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Explore Nepal with the Experts

With long experience in organising treks, we
can advise on the best trek given the time af the year,
the region and your budget. There is much more lo
trekking in the Nepali Himalaya than the main regions
of Annapurna and Everest, like the regions of Dolpa,
Mustang having a summer trekking season more like
India.

Experience the highest mountains. friendly
people and great hospitality on our frekking, rafting
and wildlife expedition. Ancient temples and cities fo
be explored and fascinating culture to be experienced.

Treks organised for both individual and groups
are usually conducted by Sherpa guides, who are

famous for their mountaineering exploits on Himalayan

FExpeditions.

Footprint Treks & Expeditions
GPO Box : 5084, Kathmandu, Nepal
TellFax - 977-1-256255
E-mail : sabine@footprnt wlink_com.np
Visit us on worldwide web-htip/iwww.catmando .com/footiptrek




Skardu to Changthang

Although in popular and official imagination
Ladakh is generally regarded as a Buddhist
region, local intellectuals, including Bud-
dhists, acknowledge the strong historical,
cultural, economic, and politicai links with
Baltistan. Not only in Kargil, but also in Leh,
there is considerable interest in what goes on
aver on the other side. The people here are
well aware of the cultural continuities between
Ladakh and Baltistan. Linguistically, while ac-
xnowledging dilferences in diatect and the im-
portance of classical Tibetan, the Ladakhis
often emphasise the unity of the spoken lan-
guage that exists [rom “Skardu to
Changthang”, distinguishing it from Tibetan
dialects. Local scholars, such as Ahdul Ghani
Sheikh, have sought to re-establish contact
with colleagues in Baltistan.

One of the main obstacles to the restora-
tion of exchange and interaction across the
Line of Actual Control remains the suspicions
ol the respective national governments. Abdul
Ghani Sheikh and Nawang Tsering Shakspo
ol the J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Lan-
guages were invited to attend a conference in
Islamabad in 1993, but were barred lrom vis-
iting the Northern Areas by the Pakistani
Government. Still, they were able to meet col-
teagues [rom Baltistan, including Syed Abhas
Kazmi and Yousuf Hussain Abadi, and discuss
issues of common interest such as language.

The current interest in Baltistan in rein-
troducing the Tibetan script has helped re-
kindle interest in the cut-off region among
Ladakhi Buddhist scholars as well. Among
other Indian and international researchers,
oo, there is growing focus on the Muslims in
Ladakh and their own links with Baltistan.
Rather than juxtaposing Buddhists and Mus-
lims, this recent research trend tends to
emphasise the unique hybridity of the Ladakhi
culture, and offers a corrective to the Tibeto-
centricity of the past.

Many of Leh's intellectuals reler o Purig
as the region where traditions of local folk
songs and epics such as the Gesar are histori-
cally better preserved. However, local cultural
traditions in Kargil are under pressure from
conservative clerics as well as from main-
stream Indian and Western influences.

Recently, a vounger generation of educated
Kargilis have taken up the task ol protecting
these traditions as well as of promoting de-
velopment in the region. The Youth Volun-
tary Forum, founded in 1990. is one such
organisation. Wazir Mohammed Ali, director
of the weli-known Ladakh Ecolegical Devel-
opment Group (LLbeGy, Kargil Branch. ex-
presses an interest in recording the reminis-
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Purig
refugees

UNDOUBTEDLY, THOSE IN Baltistan who long the most for a
re-connection across the ceasefire line are the migrants [rom Kargil
and the Chorbat Valley. The three wars have driven many of them
to Skardu and many others have migrated south to Pakistan’s cit-
ies in search ol of[-farm emplovment.

Letters and audio cassettes [rom relatives in Kargil remind them
ol lile across the border. Vilayat Ali recalls his [ather's first trip
back to Kargil after 1948. “The visa took time, but once he made
it home, the Indian security forces didn't bother him much. He
was struck by how much poorer our relatives were on the Indian
side. Owning even a beat-up old car was a big accomplishment.”

The refugees of Chorbar Valley fled when Indian [orces seized
their three villages in the 1971 war. The land was never returned.
A still more recent exodus occurred last summer when the 12
villages collectively known as Olding came under artillery fire
from Indian [orces near Kargil. The firing claimed [our lives, and
the majority ol the villagers sought refuge in Skardu,

With India occupying the heights, the short farming season
becomes easily disrupted by the skirmishes. Farmers from the
border villages of Brolmo and Gangani, which are regularly in the
line of [ire, have {led permanently. Even il the hostilities end, their
lives will remain dillicult, they say, because India has blocked the
irrigation channels that feed their fields. Last summer, the villag-
ers faxed a letter to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil requesting ma-
terial aid or relocation, but there was no response.

All of the refugees lament the intransigence ol those in power.
Some have given up hope. Recently, the Kargilpa refugees decided
to build their first imambargah in Skardu. When asked why it
had taken them so long, one replied: “We've heen waiting to go
back to the one we lelt in Kargil. We [inally decided we've waited

too long.”
- T.A. Khan

cences ol the elderly who still remember the
songs and storics of old. Recently, a beok with
local history and a collection of folk songs was
published in Kargil.

While some outsiders might prefer to sce
the Baltis just "roli over and die”, as one ob-
server pul it, these recent initiatives as well
as the active interest in re-forging links be-
tween Leh and Kargil illustrate that the Baliis/
Purigpa are not quite ready just vet to let their
culture disappear.

M. van Beek teaches Ethnography and Social
Anthrepology at Aarhus University. Denmark,
and is membey of the permunent committee
of the International Association for Ladakh
Studies.
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MANAGER
" NEPAL AID PROJECT TO CANADA (NAPC

QUALIFICATIONS

* minimum 6 years' direct experience in participatory
community develepment projects, particularly in over-

I industrialised countries

minimum 3 vears’ project management experience

* Master's degree in the social sciences — broad inter-

disciplinary background

Nepali citizen

English or related language abilities preferred, though

| hot required

| DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

We are seeking a competent person to manage a partici-
patory community development project in the province
of Alhcrta, in the western part of Canada. The mission
| statement of this project is to strengthen civil society in
Alberta by conducting bolistic multi-level community
development projects in selected communities.

Unlike so many other projects which have only pro-
vided ‘Band-Aid’ solutions, addressing symptoms rather
| than causes, MAPC seeks o effect change ar the root level,
and will work with a systemic approach to influence
positive changes at all levels of the problems faced by
Albertans. This five-year project will concentrate its ini-
tial clforts in Alherta with a view to potentially expand-
ing project activities to other parts of the country on the
basis of the success of the Alherta project.

The province of Alberta was selected because the
. symptoms descrihed below are particularly acute in this
province. Recognising that Nepal possesses expertise in
many of the areas in which the Canadian people are cur-
renily struggling (such as informal economics, commu-
nity cohesiveness, eco-sustainable practices, non-phar-
maceutical-driven health care systems. and a strong sense
of cultural heritage/identity), through NAPC, the govern-
ment of Canada has invited His Majesty’s Government
ol Nepal to assist in the country’s development process.
! Through mentorship, modelling, education and
support, it is anticipated that at the end of five vears,
the project management will be handed over to local
Canadian pecople.
| Believing that in order to be successful, development

must occur on many levels, and must be a holistic pro-
cess, the project uses the following conceptualisation of
| development to guide its activities:

1 Development is an integrated total process of awaken-
ing taking place in spiritual, moral, cultural, social,
i political, and economic dimensions of human beings as

E2:]

individuals, [amilies, groups, village and urban com-
munitics. national communitics and the human com-
munity as @ whole. (5ri Lankan social worker
Arfyaratne, 1991)

PROJECT GOALS

* To make Albertans self sufficient, t strengthen small-
scale and informal enterprises, and economics by in-
creasing grassroots level control over econ ormic struc-
tures.

* Toincrease peoples knowledge of alternative health
practices (that is alternative 1o the pharmaceutical-
led, illness-Tocused, and expert-driven health care
system now dominant in Canada); and to increase
people’s {especially women's) control over their own
health.

o revive traditional knowledge systems of sustain-
ahle ways for humans to live with each otherand their
enviromment.

* To promote cultural reclamation; to increase people’s

{especially youth's) sense of cultural heritage; to build

on the positive aspects of traditional wisdom, knowl-

edge, and social patterns.

To empower women and other marginalised and op-

pressed groups traditionally excluded from power by

increasing their economic, pelitical and persenal
pOWET.

To promete participatory democratic structures; Lo

increase community participation in local self-gover-

nance and to empower people 1o take an active role
in Canadas development process.

To create awareness about viable alternatives to the

current environmentally destructive, unsustainable,

and wastelul practices,

* To increase incomes ol the lowest income groups
through creative income-generation activities, eim-
ployment training, and savings and credit groups
(bank loans are not available to poor people in
Canada).

* To counter traditional harmful beliefs and practices
which stand as impediments to people’s development.

* To create sustainable community-based organisations
and 1o address problems of community brealdown
through the building of cultural and social patterns
which bind community residents and provide collec-
tive meaning systems.

PROJECT MANAGER ROLE DESCRIPTION
In view of the problems outlined below, NAPC is looking
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for a Nepali project manager who can competently and
creatively manage a multi-level community
development project which holistically addresses the
social, economic, and environmental problems present
in Canada. We are specifically looking for someone
with a strong background in and awareness of grassroots
development work, small-scale and sustainable
agricultural practices, altcrnative health care systems
(such as traditional ayurvedic practices), community
participatory research and development meth-
ods, local resources management, and women's
empowerment.

The successful candidate will demonstrate the abil-
ity to link community development strategies lor over-
industrialised countries to the economic, ecological, so-
cial and cultural spheres in which the activities take
place. The project manager will also have 1o demon-
strate dynamic leadership skills based on participatory
leadership methods.

Salary will depend on qualifications, and will range
between NPR 1,500,000 and 2,300,000 perannum. The
project manager must he able to creatively and compe-
tently integrate and implement the project goals into
concrete programmes and activities.

OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY SITUATION

As is typical of most over-developed industrialised soci-
cties, the people of Canada sufler from the multiple and
interlocking effects ol 20th-century industrialisation and
globalisation such as transnational corporate control
over all Tevels of the economy, growing levels of poverty
and unemployment. social alienation and environmen-
tal destruction. The people of Alberta are particularly
locked into patterns of chronic over-consumption, in-
dividualism, patriarchy, classism, racism and environ-
mental exploitation.

Behind many of the structures and practices which
stand as barriers to the development process of Albertans,
arc underlying belief systems which, in effect, are even
greater barriers 1o progressive changes. Such helief sys-
tems include a blind faith in corporate capitalism and
the concomitant inability 1o tmagine social and econontic
alternatives 10 the present social and cconomic struc-
tures, fatalistic heliefs in the inevitability of environmen-
tal destruction, and irrational beliels in the environment’s
ahility to sustain ever-increasing exploitation and de-
struction. Moercover, many Alhertans maintain a religious
belicf in the god of houndless cconomic growth, and a
strong faith in the ability of neo-conservative doctrines
to solve social and economic problems, despite clear evi-
dence to the contrary in countries where these policies
have been implemented (England, New Zealand, the
United States, elc). These beliels underpin the follow-
ing problems specific to Alberta.

SOCIAL

Poverty

* one in five children live below the poverty line
#2000 homeless in Albertas two main cities
*80% puverry rates in the norlh of [he province
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# exponential growth of urhan foed bank use over the ‘
last decade

Unequal gender relations

* women earn 67 cenls for every dollar earned by men,
and women'’s paid emplovment is almost exclusively
found in the narrow ‘pink collar ghetto” of the ser-
vice, social and health sectors

* one in ten women is beaten by her hushand

* despite some advances women continue 1o be
marginalised in political, social and cconomic
structures

Social isolation and deterioration

* (Canadian suicide rates remain high relative to those
of other industrialised countries

* athird of girls and a fourth of boys are sexually abused
by the time they are 16

* social services each year records distressingly high
caseloads of child abuse and neglect

* clinical depression endemic among the elderly
population

Cultural loss

* residential schools and broken treaties have resulted
in the demise of previously self-suflicient economies
and intact cultural systems of the aboriginal people, |
causing loss of traditional knowledge of healing, res- |
titutive justice, par[icipamry comununity governance,
and symbiotic living with the environment

* widespread sense of cultural loss among the third
and fourth generation Canadian lmmigrants

Structural domination by elites
political and economic clite are almost exclusively
male Caucasians and maintain a system of dominance
within the legal, judicial, pohmal. cducational and
social structures, which not only exclude but dis-
criminate against non-whites, women, homoesexuals, |
and people with disabilities :

Human rights violations

* widespread human rights violations against aborigi-
nal peoples and children ‘

* atoken government-controlled Human Rights Com-

mission has a hacklog of H00 complaints

Alberta is the only provinee in Canada which has |

not signed the UN Declaration on the Rights of the

Child

Erosion of democratic structures and political diversity

* average cilizens have greatly restricted ability to in-
fluence educational, kealth, social and p()ll[l(ﬂl struc- |
tures, resulting in widespread political apathy

* the political spectrum largely consists of a narrow
range of right-wing parties ‘

Health concerns
many health problems persist which could otherwise
be easily cured or prevented with basic hea]th and |
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nutrition practices
health problems resulting [rom industrial environ-
mental pollution ~ asthma, toxic office syndrome,

birth defects near pulp plants — are particularly high

is increasingly jeopardised as large US-controlled com- .
mercial companies control an ever-increasing share
of food distribution and production

in Alberta " ENVIRONMENTAL
* rapid and increasing deforestation caused by the log-
ECONOMIC - ging industry has resulted in loss ol hio-diversity, en-

tack of collective and individual economic self-suffi-
ciency: foreign (largely US) domination of market and
ownership of resources — Canada is the lasgest branch-

plant economy In the world

mono-focused econemy; oil — a finite resource — is

the major income generator of the province and takes

precedence over a more sustainable and diversified |

cconomy
income polarisation: while the provincial income has
increased, so have poverty rates and poverty indica-

dangering of lorest species, and in overwhelming cul-
tural destruction of indigenous peoples

* industrial pollution and contamination caused by pulp

mills. coal mines and oil rigs have caused grave hu-
man and environmental damage in various parts ol
the provinee

i \Vidt’.Spl‘C'dd ()\’CI’(.‘OHSU]TIPUGH and overuse of naturul

resources have led to contaminated water, heavy ve-
hicle pollution in the cities, chemical pollution in
homes and workplaces, changes in weather patierns, |

and increase in all iypes of cancer — which are seen as

tors:; while an ever-narrowing group of economic and
linked o environmental and chemical potlution

political elite control an ever-increasing percentage
of the province’s wealth and resources, the middle
class is slowly disappearing. resulting in a highly in-
equitable distrihution of wealth hetween haves and
have-nots

lack of employment sccurity: while unemployment
rates are generally lower than other parts of the coun-
try. these rates are largely due to increases in low-
wage, part-time employment which usually are in-
sufficient for people 1o meet their basic needs

tack of food security: with a decreasing percentage of
the population involved in agriculture, food security

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS:
| Please send resume fo the following address by 30 May 1998,
Nepal Aid Project to Canada
Post Box 7251
Kathmandu, Nepal

{This announcement was prepared by Erika Haug, a Canadian student of
social work who recently completed her assignment in western Nepal.)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT VAC .98/2
(icimoD

ASSISTANT COORDINATOR, MOUNTAIN FORUM SECRETARIAT

The Mountain Fourun (MF) is a global network, mainly electronic. of diverse institutions and individu-
als committed to information exchange and advocacy of sustainable mountain development. ICIMOD
is serving as the Secretariat of MF for the period 1998-1999. The Assistant Coordinator of the
Secretariat will assist the ICIMOD Coordinator with liaison and coordination activities of the forum
and with designing, implementing and reporting of studies related to legal status of MF and its
sustainability: provide administrative backup and support for Governing Council Meetings; and, manage
day-to-day activities of the Secretariat.

The candidate is expected to possess a Master's degree in development sciences or development
communication or related subjects with at least three years of experience in related field. Excellent
knowledge of written and oral English is essential as well as familiarity with information technology-
(nternet. MS Office etc. The candidate should preferably be aged between 30-40 years. The detailed
terms of reference is available an request.

The remuneration will be U$ 1,750 (all inclusive). The starting date is 1st July 1998 for a period of 18
months. Qualified female candidates are encouraged to apply. Application with complete biodata.
two passport-size photographs and names of three referees should be received before May 31,
1998 and addressed to:

M.R. Tuladhar, Head Administration and Finance
ICIMOD, G.P.O. Box 3226, Kathmandu, Nepal
Fax: (977-1) 524509/536747




CLASSIFIEDS
ECO TREK

A leading TREKKING &
TOURING company in the Himalaya

Note for advertisers

Get a free web page on a most
frequently visited site

www.himalmag.com

Hurry! offer open for a limited period only

For further details, contact :

Internet Department
Himal, GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-523845/522113 Fax: +977-1 521013
E-mail: himalmag{@imos.comnp

(Hfering ’ Eeo Trek's speciclities
a frosh impetirgent, f wll oo
cavivonmentadiv sound well trained snilt.
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emdil: coorrek @ wlink.comnp
Fox: (Y77 1} 131K Tel: 424 112 424 113
PO By 6 38 Thiosned, Kotheondu

CONTRIBUTORS TO SEND IN ORIGINAL ESSAYS, FICTION, POETRY,
OTHER WRITINGS AND ARTWORK FOR PUBLICATIONS. MESSAGES
SHOULD BE LEGIBLY TYPED ON SINGLE-SIDED FOOLSCAP. THEY
WILL NOT BE RETURNED UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY POSTAL
REQUISITES.

SENDYOUR PIECETO:

Flatfile

RADHAMCHAN HOUSE, RELLI ROAD, KALIMPONG 734301, DGHC, INDIA
TEL: (+91-3552)- 56014/ 55134
E-MAIL: MCLE@SIKKIM.ORG

* TV in all rooms * (onlerence Hall
» Direct Dial Telephone ¢ Communication Centre

Tripureswor, Thapathali
P.0.Box. 815, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 245965 Fax: 977-1-229407 Telex: 2476 SITHA NP

BOOKS SELLERS, AGENTS & DISTRIBUTORS

For Trekking books, Nepali Photo books, Nepal maps,
Trekking maps, Lonely Planet baoks, Guide books,
Medical books, Posters, Post cards, P. B. boaks, Tintin
comics, Buddhist hooks, Tantra books, Tibet books,
International newspapers, News magazines.

(We honour American Express, Visa and Mastercards)

PO. Box : 2121, Tel. : 242922, Jamal, Kathmandu, Nepal

For Quality Handicrafts

Manufacturer, exporter and
wholesaler of handicraft goods.
Drop in tfor a wide variety of
handmade religious statues, carved
figurines, rings, pendants,
& bracelets, necklaces and other
 exquisite souvenirs.

Please Contact;

B. B. Handicrafts

- ?{-.,, GPO Box: 5741 PCN 001, Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal
- " Tel: 244087, Fax: 977-1-227795, 244097

For Quiet & Comfortable Stay

The Bace Cawepp Horel
Thamel, Chhetrapati, P.O.Box 11589
KTM, Nepal

Tel: 258105, 260224 Fax: 977-1-251413
Birgunj Office:

The Basce Camp Vogages
Opp. Nepal Custom, Main Road,

Birgunj-25591, 22863

Bhakta Prasad Bhyaguto -
Adventures of a Nepali Fraog
A travel adventure for children of all ages.

Rato Bangaly Kjtah
Patan Dhoka, Sridarbar Tole, Lalitpur
Mailing Address: PO Box 42, Nepal
Tel: 977-1-522614, Fax: 977-1-521013

























plistic. To move on, then, to other
parts of the ambassadoer’s speech.

“Bangladesh was one of the first coun-
tries to support international operations
in Haiti... And for that we thank you.”

And so he should. Because Haiti re-
mains one of the most shameful and
under—reporled cpiqodcs inrecent in-
ternaticonal affairs, subsidised and sus-
tained by the United States. After hav-
ing sulfered decades under the Papa
and Bahv Doc dictatorships, in 1990
Haiti held its lirst democratic election
which Jean-Bertrand Aristide won
with over 67 percent of the vote. Eight
months later. another military coup
{thought 10 have been aided by the
CtA) put an end to Haitis aspirations
1o demoeracy and sell-determination.
Three years later, the US led a
United Nations force which included
Bangladesh to “restore democracy™.
What 1t actually did was restore the
status quo, providing the generals
with asylum and other protection and
elfectively neutralising Aristide. The
economic policies for which Aristide
was elected were jettisoned. The
and World Bank suits swept in, struc-
wiral adjustment [eliowed, which the
Haitians referred to as “the death
plan™ hecause of its effect on the peas-
ant economy. The US Army conlis-
cated 160,000 pages of documents
from Haitian army teadquarters and
still refuses to return these as some
of them provide evidence of Us in-
volvement in the 1991 coup. Well
may Richardson thank Bangladesh.

“On a global scale, Bangladesh contin-
wes to play a leading role in the United
Nations.”

Asabeneliciary of the United Nations'
development largesse, Bangladesh can
always be cxpected to play an active
role in supporting a strong UN svs-
tem, but this can hardly be said of
the US. Aside from the US’s
well-publicised ellerts to make the
UN toe the line to US dictates in
return for coughing up its arrears to
the organisation, a random lock at re-
cent performances indicaie that it is
the US which is plaving the “leading
role” in undermining the United
Nations.
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For the fourth year running. the
United Nations has passed a motion
condemning the US embargo of Cuha.
In 1997, the vote was 117 votes Lo
three. The countries against were the
US, Uzbekistan and [srael. Fourteen
out of 15 members of the UN Sccu-
rity Council voted against the LS veto
when Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghalis name came up for re-
newed tenure.

So. what grounds does Bill
Richardson have to praisc Bangladesh
for its exemplary contribution 1o the
United Nations, coming from a coun-
try which is against the UN consen-
sus, in these random examples. of 117
to 3 and 14 1o 17 How can such a
country proceed with any credibility
to praisc another? The answer 1s
simple. If you think you'te in control,
vou can say what you want.

“Throughou Bangladesh’s proud his-
tory, from the first duys of independence
(o the modern-day challenges of mak-
ing democracy work, America has stood
by your side.”

Credit Richardson’s speechwriter for
meticulous historical research. For it
was before the “first days of indepen-
dence”, with Henry Kissinger as Sec-
retary of State, that the US had stead-
fastly supported the Pakistani military
junta. Pakistan at the time was scen
as an important broker in the Sino-
American detente and the trouble-
some disturbances in East Pakistan
were shahhily down-graded to an “in-
ternal alfair” heyond the purview of
international involvement.

There are douhts. however, that
the US has been a consistent sup-
porter of Bangladesh throughout its
history. For one, in 1974 Washingtlon
DC's suspension of much-needed
{ood relicl to a vulnerable Bangladesh
contributed to the terrible famine of
that vear. All hecause Bangladesh was
impertinent enough to continue ¢x-
porting jute to the much-hated Cuba,
a hate that the American loreign
policy incredibly continues to nurture
till today:

“The great Nobel prize-winning Beagali
poet Rabindranath Tagore spoke of that
future {of Bangladesh] at the beginning
of the century...”

Theres the old chestnut, dear (o all
{oreigners who wish to ingratiate
themselves to Bangladeshis. Yes, the
quote [rom Tagore. But one wonders
il the speechwriter was aware that the
poets pride in Bengal was not just that
of a spiritual guru. It was as much
political, as scen in his renunciation
ol the knighthood conferred on him
hy George V in protest ol the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1819, Tt
can enly be hoped that if Tagore was
listening, he would have been tick-
led by cut-and-paste attermnpts like this
o dignify diplomatic twaddle with
his work.

Lest this wrile-up he perceived as
an exclusive exercise in America-
hashing, let it be said that if Burkina
Faso were 1o behave as a loutish world
power. Quagadougou toe would be
subject to similar criticism. Being a
world power carries with it the re-
sponsibilities to act like one.

One would welcome the support
of the US to strengthen human rights
in Bangladesh. but pause 1o consider
US complicity with military dictator-
ships that have flagranily abused hu-
man rights throughout the last 50
vears. We look forward to further di-
rect investment by American corpoe-
rations, which Bill Richardson sug-
gests may top USD one billion by the
year 2000, yet we wonder about the
redistrihutive potential and environ-
mental impact of caphal-intensive
investment. We appreciate US sup-
port for child rights but wonder about
the Iragi children who now sufter
[rom a six-fold increase in the inci-
dence of leukaemia following Ameri-
can-led use of uranium-npped bombs
during the Gull War.

To protest the fiction that it pro-
moles so prodigiously, and its general
poor taste,  we  may  retarn
Richardson’s speech to him with the
necessary corrections and suggestions
based on fact. Perhaps in the comfort
of his home back in New York, the
good envey will [ind the time to pe-
ruse his speech and consider how to
be less patronising and more history-
hound the next time around.

it was nice having veu here, 5ir.
Do come again.

Q. Mia works for @ multilateral devel-
opment agency in Dhicka.
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Data Collection. Balmutli Natrajan in
“Notes Towards a (Re)Arrangement of Love”, SAMAR:
South Asian Magazine for Action & Rellection, Sum-
mer/Fall 1997.

Well-meaning Woman (WW): So, I heard that you
two got marricd recently?

Wife {(W): Yeah, only last July.

Husband (H): Although we knew each other for
ahout a year before that,

WW (smiling}: So, was yours a love or an arranged
marriage?

Trrrring! The alarm goes ol in the ears of H and W.
They have to face another genuinely concerned, super-
ficially informed, and arrogantly complacent inguisi-
tor. And they have to decide quickly whether they need
to seriously engage her, or take the easy way out and
plant themselves firmly on the side of “love™, since in
such cases the inquisitor hounds the ~arranged” folks,
not the “love™ folks. Finally...

W (with a mischievous glint): Well, what do we look
like? The “arranged” or “love” types?

WW (with blank uncomprehending look): Well,
what 1 meant...

H (philosophically): What is love? What is arranged?
Aren't all marriages arranged somehow or the other?
Do you mean pre-arranged? ...

WW: Well, what I really meant...

W: What was yours...[ mean was your marriage
“love” or “arranged?”

WW (almost indignantly): Of course, “love”. 1
wouldn’t ever he able to agree to an “arranged” one.
Although 1 have always heen fascinated by people who
do it that way.

H: A-ha! So we would not fascinate you if we said
that ours was a “love” marriage.

Well-meaning Woman smiles nervously.

W: This may sound naive, but what is a *love™ mar-
riage?

WW: Well, it is one in which two individuals meet,
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fall in “love™, and then get married.

H: And so what is an “arranged” marriage?

WW: That is one which you should know better. [
hear it happens all the time in India. {trivmphantly) You
see, 1 read some of your “matrimonial columns” in the
Indian newspapers.

H: So. is an arranged marriage one in which two in-
dividuals dont meet, don fall in “love” and then get
married?

WW: [ guess. (hurriedly trying to veer the conversa-
tion back to its beginnings) And so what about you two?

W (pretending not to hear WW): What if they don't
meet, but fall in “love” anyway and then get married?

WW: How ridiculous. How can one fall in “love”
without meeting?

W: Well, one could have one’s friends and relatives
talk about the person, build up some “data” regarding
his/her characteristics, process that data into informa-
tion, reflect upon it, transform the informatien to knowl-
edge. fecl this knowledge produce goose pimples and
then know one has been smitten by “love™ and is ready
{or marriage. In such a scenario, ones [riends constantly
discover that one has this [araway look in one’s eyes and
is prone to day dreaming — ostensibly revelling in this
newlound “love™.

WW: You must be joking,

W: Not at all. Is't “data collection” what folks who
meet in order to lall in “love” and then marry, do? There
is cven a term for it - “getting to know hinvher.” Right?
Of course, in your scenario the couple first fall in “love”
and then collect data, whereas in our scenario the couple
collect data through their sources and then fall in “love™.
The end result in both is the much desired state of mar-
riage.

H (helpiully): “The basis of Tove is knowledge™ ac-
cording to Erich Fromm.

WW: But it is all second-hand knowledge in the sce-
nario you are talking ahout. It could be completely
WIong.

H: Or it could be judged critically 1ts all a matter of
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methodology. Sociologists and psychologists use a lot
of secondary data, collected probably by someone they
never knew; not their parents, relatives or friends. Yet
they seem to accept it. critically of course. Then again,
anthropologists collect their own data (mostly [or the
reason that they can't get themselves to trust others)
unlike the sociologists. In the end, all of these scientists
make expert pronouncemnents about human heings and
societies and it is at this level that one gets (o evaluate
whether they arc right or wrong.

Literacy competition sc.cciim
dian and Pakistani heads of government will leave the lat-
ter far behind, according to M.A. Niazi in The Nation
of Lahore.

I don't know why, but the Indians seem to be devel-
oping a tradition of poet PMs, something we are appar-
ently strongly against. Of the four persons who have
held the Prime Ministership in India, three have been
aceused of writing poetry. Atal Behari Vajpayee is a writer
and something of a poet, which was also the case with
Inder Kumar Gujral and PV. Narasimnha Rao, actually a
college professor until age 50. H.D. Deve Gowda is the
only one of the four who never tried to rhyme ‘moon’
and ‘June’.

On the other hand Mian Nawaz Sharif and Benazir
Bhutto have never been seen at their desks gazing into
space, chewing the top of their pens, murmuring, “Yeh
na thi hamari fitrat. hasrat...zillat_kismat! Yes, that’s it!”
and scribbling quickly before the divine afllatus fades.
In fact, Mian Nawaz is thought (o believe ‘kafiva’ is Ara-
bie for coflee, while Benazir’s greatest regret is not visit-
ing the East African state of Radeel as PM.

Both do know that poetry exists, ol course. Mian
Nawaz’s taste in music inclines towards the classical and
semi-classical, with lyrics by the great poets. Benazir tried
to impress the world with her deep knowledge of Ameri-
can poetry by concluding her 1988 inaugural address to
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the National Assemhly with a quotation from one of
Robert Frosts best known poems. But perhaps I'm be-
ing unlair, and she actually read the poem herself, for
its only three or four verses long, and the lines are con-
veniently short.

Rao, Gujral and vajpavee are all unabashed intellec-
tuals, who have prospered in politics. All ook office as
septuagenarians, all are habitual readers, all are authors,
and all write poetry. Benazir did write Daughicr of the
East, but reading it tells us that she shouldnt try an-
other...

I don’t think it makes much difference, really, for 1
don't think Gujral or Rao werc markedly better than
Benazir, and Nawaz was definitely better than both. t
doesn’t take poetry to make a good PM, it takes good
sense. 1l a PM can write poetry, that's nice. But it’s not

necessary.

Empress Lata speaks somarar
mterview with Lata Mangeshkar which appeared in The
Sunday Pioneer of 19 April 1998.

I cannot peint to any particular reason. But there are
several factors contributing o the qualitative deteriora-
tion of Hindi titm songs. One, the kind of {ilms heing
made today with the kind of masala, violence etc.

1 would like 1o add here that we are becoming
Americanised in all aspects of our society and not just
in music and songs...it was always there (this
Americanisation) but it is becoming more evident now
in every sphere of society...

.il'we (the film industry) give something unpleas-
ant or unpalatahle and people demand more, then
we are the [irst to be blamed; for we supplied it in the
first place...

You will agree that in the good old times, we were
fortunate ecnough 1o have 95 percent good songs and
five percent cheap/popular sengs, but now the ratio has
come down to nearly 50-50. A marked decline...
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Cardboard Swadeshi

o

How “swadeshi” is the BJP? A check-

list suggests maybe not very much.

by Vandana Shiva and
Claude Alvares

ndia is India because of its rivers,

forests, hills, beaches and
hiodiversity. The devastation of the
environment is in fact the devastation
of Bharat Mata. No government cun
call itsell swadeshi if it promotes ju-
dicially documented, environmen-
tally and socially destructive
activities.

Two rceent decisions of the
Bharatiyva Janata Party-led Govern-
ment in New Delhi have caused con-
sternation in the minds ol those who
believed that the gip would base its
policies on a strong nationalistic
plank. The two decisions involve the
shifting of around 320 items on to the
“free import list™ and the revival of
the Aquaculture Authority Bill (xap)
which was introduced in the Rajya
Sabha by the United Front Gevern-
ment to protect the interests of the
environmentally destructive aqua
farming lohbies but failed to go
through hecause of protests by coastal
vitlagers, fishing communities and
environmentalists.

The Export-Import (Exim) Policy
is the main policy instrument lor con-
trolling imports and exports. and it is
generally acknowledged to have im-
pacts on domestic preduction, liveli-
hoods and the environment, Trade
liberalisation pressures require that all
restrictions of the kind embodied in
India’s Exim Policy he removed in the
interests of glebal traders. In particu-
lar, Article XI of the World Trade
Organisation (wio) makes any trad-
ing restrictions illegal.

From 15 to 19 April, the wTO was
scheduled 1o undertake a Trade Policy
Review of how far India has gone in
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liberalising its imports and
exports. The dilution of its
Cxim Policy twa days prior 1o
the Trade Policy Review is proof
that, like earlier governments, the
LIP Government is going out of its
way to carry out the w0 agenda
long belore the pressures even
build up.

The fact of the matter 1s that it
was not ai all necessary o have
such a heavy dilution of the Exim

Policy as was announced by the - =

Commerce Minister on 14 April.
The pp Government ceuld have
studied the issuc and taken a long-
term decision in the national interest
rather than a short-term ad hoc re-
sponsc purely to get good marks from
the wto.

On the domestic front, the Aquac-
ulture Authority Bill - which died an
ignoble death under the last govern-
fient — is being resurrected by the Bp-
led Government to protect the very
interests that were defended earlier by
the United Tront and the Congress.
The aAs is basically aimed at undo-
ing the Supreme Court judgement of
Decemher 1996, which ordered the
closure af all shrimp farms within the
coastal zone. 1t is part of a policy to
undo the entire environmeraal egu-
latory system meant to control de-
structive activitics within the fragile
coastal areas. It is taptamount
to announcing “the rape of the
motherland™.

Higher standards

The s1ris required, in the interests of
its much-touted swadeshi policy, 1o
have a [ar superior and committed

Py po g
AT

L ;

environment policy than any of the
previcus governments. ITthe B1p seeks
to compete with the previous govern-
ment in dismanthng Indias enviren-
mental regimes then it will have to
he denounced in cven stronger words.
in the coming months, the By
commitment to swadeshi will face an
even greater test. The government will
have to take decisions on the [ollow-
ing issues as a result of the wTo pro-
cess, pressures [rom the World Bank/
[nternational Monetary Fund. and
cajoling by the United States. All will
involve critical swadeshi components,
and the BIPs actions will indicaie
whether or not it can be trusted 10
delend the country’s interests.

The Patents Bill. Amendiments to
the Indian Patents Act have hecome
necessary in view of several new de-
velopments concerning plant genetic
resources, plant breeding and biotech-
nology: The amendments have Lo pro-
mote culture, ethics and fundamen-
tal human rights of the people of In-
dia by excluding patents on lile and
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on indigenous knowledge in India
and abroad, and by placing restric-
tions as well as baving compulsory
licensing in the area of essential medi-
cine. If, however, the government at
the Centre buckles under pressure of
the MNCs and Washington DC to
merely increase the monopolies of the
US pharmaceutical and seed sectors,
it will fail the swadeshi test.

Biodiversity legislation. Indias
economy and culture is based on
biodiversity, and the Biodiversity
Convention provides scope to protect
India’s culture, knowledge and
lifestyles. If the Bjr Government
implements the Convention in full
spirit, it will take the swadeshi agenda
forward. But there is a danger that it
may promote the undemocratically
prepared present draft of the
biodiversity law inherited from the
earlier Janata Dal regime, which
merely seeks to provide foreign cor-
porations with access to intellectual
property rights.

The Farmers’ Rights Aet. The
hasmati rice patent controversy has
proved the urgency of immediately
moving to protect farmers’ right by
preventing the glohal seed industry
[rem gaining rights over indigenous
sceds. To evade the “anti-national”
charge, the pJp Government will have
to draft laws which promote the con-
servation of India’s biological diver-
sity and seed herttage, and which pro-
tect farmers’ rights and farmers’ in-
novation with legitimate and limited
granting of breeders’ rights to the seed
industry.

Food grain imports. Here, the
Centre has already failed the swadeshi
test, having stayved with the mindless
decision of the last government to
import wheat from Australia to the
detriment of Indian farmers. New
Delhiis also in the process of import-
ing genetically engineered soyabean
from the United States, even though
soyabean neither is a siaple in the
Subcontinent nor a part of the foad
culture. During the recent visit 1o In-
dia by the US envoy Bill Richardson,
there was ample indication that the
Vajpayee Government was negotiat-
ing an anti-swadeshi agenda in the
area ol food and food security.

Exports of meat and raw hides.
While all non-BJr governments have
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promoted meat exports, leading to
rapid depletion of the counuv’s ani-
mal genetic wealth, the pje has always
promised 1o take steps to halt this
destruction of bovine stock, Will the
new government, with its commit-
ment to animal welfare, be able to
announce within a year that it has
reduced or completely halted all ex-
port of meat, and export of live ani-
mals for meat? Will it be ahle to say
that it has successfully rejected the
new pressures [or exporting raw hides
to the international market?
Foreign direct investment and
liberalisation of the financial sector.
There is pressure building in the WT0
process to permit [ree and restriction-
less investment by loreign companies,
and this is embodied in the Multilat-
eral Agreement on Investment (MAD
proposal which is being negotiated in
the OFCD. The BJP government must
play an energetic part in an interna-
tional effort to permanently block the
MAI proposal. Similarly, it must pre-
vent the takeover of Indias banking
and insurance sectors through the
liberalisation of the financial services.

promote wholly degraded Western
lilestyles. These are creating enor-
mous social and gender related prob-
lems in the society and undermining
the very fabric of traditional cultural
values. The programnies on sports,
for instance, unabashedly promote
the consumption of [oreign liquor and
[oreign cigarettes. We await appropri-
ate action from the Ministry of Cul-
ture, which is controlled hy Murli
Manohar Joshi and Urna Bharati, and
from Sushina Swaraj at the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

You cannot fool all the people all
the time, and on all matters men-
tioned above it is clear that the gJp
Government itself is not convinced
about its swadeshi agenda. [n which
case there was no real need to have
installed a new government in place
of the old.

V. Shiva is a well-known eco-feminist
and C. Alvares is an activist/journalist.
This article was made available by
Third World Network Features.

Will it? As [ar as
the entry of mul-
tinationals into
Non-priority sec-
tors such as food
processing is con-
cerned, the entire
BIP election cam-
paign was run on
the slogan, *Com-
puter chips, not
potato chips”.
However, key
ministries are al-
ready stating that
the potato and
agro-processing
sector will have
the highest prior-
ity in terms of
liberalisation and
foreign invest-
ment.

Alcohol and
tobacco advertis-
ing. There is a
wholesale take-
over of the
country’s elec-

Can you afford to trek without a
PORTABLE ALTITUDE CHAMBER (PAC) ?

BARTLETT PTY LTD an Australian Com-
pany, wishes to announce a new product for
Mountain Safety. PAC is an effective means of
treating Altitude Mountain Sickness (AMS).

It can mean the difference between death and
survival in difficult situations. Its competitively
low cost (USS 1,000 plus freight) means all
treks above 3000 metres, and all trips to Tibet/
Ladakh, can now afford this proven method of
reducing the risks of AMS,

tronic media by
programmes that

Onden dinclly from the wamfactior ) |
BARTLETT PTY LTD H

[nternational phone: 61 35 339 3103 [nternational fax: 61 35 338 1241 §
Email: info@bartlett.net au 3
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ave you seen the polls lately?

Cighty percent of Britons think
that members of the Royal Family
secretly dip their biscuits in tea.
This is a startling revelation: it
means that no matter what
Buckingham Palace does to set an
example of good etiquette, a huge
chunk of the population still thinks
Prince Charles uses his fingers to
fish out gooey blobs of soggy Cream
Crackers from his alternoon cuppa.
This 1s not cool.

Possibly to counter adverse
public opinion, Queen Liz recently
visited a pub to promote the new
image ol Cool Britannia. What can
we Subcontinentals, many
of us former suhjects of the
Empire, do to emulate a
newly-cool Britain? With
the temperature in the
Indus-Ganga Plains now
soaring past the 42 Celsius
mark, being cool 15 the
Numher (ne preoccupation
of roughly hall-a-bilkion
people. One place we could
start is hy declaring it
uncool to dip Britannia
Biscuits in tea in all SAARC
countries. This should start
with the Secretary-General
of SAARC, who is known to
enjoy a clandestine dip in
his office when ne one is
looking.

While the British royalty
was bar-hopping, hack
home in the Subcontinent, the
media was busy revealing the true
extent of South Asia’s hidden crisis
of male impotence. This was
interrupted by a newsbreak:
Pakistan had just test-lired a new
missile scoring a direct hit on its
own territory. This prompted India’
new Defence Chief George
Fernandes to go hallistic. Separated
at birth, India and Pakistan have to
constantly show the world how
similar they are and 1 guess they
had 1o demonstrate that despite the
impotence statistics, their armed
[orces are as virile as ever.

If you ask us South Asian
females, all we can say is Tough
Luck! We'll tell vou that even if
impotence is spreading its tentacles
far and wide among our male

40
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cohorts, that is not necessarily a bad
thing. In fact, a hit of impotence
may do our wombs and our nations
a whole lot of good. And the
missiles? Well let me put it this way
— it is potentially the most elfective
family planning device that India
and Pakistan have so far developed.
It will work, where everything else
has failed. And they can’t seem to
wait 1o test it on humans.

Ome country, already puffed up
as the most virile in the region but
sorely waiting for an opportunity 1o
prove it, develops a missile called
Prithvi, naming it in all likelihood
alter the earth. The other country,

which is weak in Sanskrit, decides
that it must he named after the
ancient commander Prithviraj
Chauhan, and so develops its own
missile and calls it Ghauri, the
historical figure who defeated the
historical Prithvi. Soon, seme
vernacular paper in the other
country (which produced Prithvi in
the first place} is going to get it all
wrong and think that this inflidel
missile is named after Gauri, Shivas
€onsort.

Thor. That's the name given to a
high-tech crash dummy developed
by a resident non-Indian in the
United States. What [ don’t under-
stand is: why is it necessary {or an
Indian to go to North America
before he can design a five-million-
doltar crash dummy? What's wrong

with producing them here, home of
The Jaipur Foot and the Agni
Missile?

From news reports. [ gather that
they want to use Thor in all manner
ol tests, so that scientists can closely
study what happens (o an average
human body when a 50-kiloton
warhead blows up under his nose.
Jokes aside, you can strap Thor into
the front seat of a car, accelerate it
te sub-orbital velocity and make it
collide head-on with a T-72 Main
Battle Tank and scientists can
moniter and confirm on a computer
a safe distance away that within the
first millisecond of impact, the Thor
is pulverised into sub-
atomic particles. Incred-
ible. Imagine how useful
alf this new knowledge
will be to improve on the
armour plating of the
T-72.

One thing the spread
of impotence in the
Suhcontinent is geing to
do is improve the sales
figure {or virility cures.
Men are going to buy up
all stocks of ginseng,
rhine herns and rein-
forced steel girders from
pharmacies and national
parks across the nation.
This is not to say that us
woinen are taking all this
lying down, we are
contributing greatly to the
cause of nationhood by making
ourselves fairer. If you have read
recent news reports you will no
doubt have scen that skin lighteners
were selling like hetel-nuts during
the annual All-India Paan Vendors
Convention. For as little as 23
rupees, Indian women can now
have a fair skin in 10 days with the
Fair and Lovely Fairness Cream.
And if present trends in the growth
ol the Fairness Index continues, all
Indians can hope to be palefaces by
the year 2015, And that goes for
nen-resident Indians as well,

And 51 years after
independence, itis a
shame that we still have
biscuits named Britannia.
What's wrong with Thor?
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