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Vajra (lteralty-flash of
lightning), 18 un artists’
condominium, a transit
home for many, providing
a base during months of
hibernation and creative
inspiration. Its tsolation,
graphic splendour and
peaceful ambience, make
an ideal retreat from the
clock of pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Outside.

[ staved a week at the

Vajra, by which time I had

become so fond of it that 1
stayed another.

John Collee

The London Observer.
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MUSLIM INDIA

A

I HAVE been familiar with the writings of Professsor
Mushirul Hasan, eminent social historian, where he
comes across as an intellectual and a humanitarian.
He is also the same sensitive and brave human being
who dared to oppose the ban on The Satanic Verses, and
as a historian he has inspired newer generations of
researchers with his writings on communalism, nation-
alism and secularism. Nowhere in his writings, does
Prof. Hasan present himself as a ‘Muslim’. So when I
came across his piece reprinted from the Indian Express
in the Voices section of Himal (December 2001, “Test
for a citizen”), I was granted a small window into the
scholar’s personal/political sensitivities as a member
of a ‘minority’ in the country that I happen to share
with him as one from the ‘majority’ community. The
article was hard-hitting without being aggressive, and
revealed the pain and agony of Indian Muslims living
under the constant suspicion of being pro-Pakistani,
the disillusionment and weariness of time and again
having to prove one’s loyalties and regenerate patriotic
fervour, particularly during times of political crises. The
present is such a time, with yet-again heightened ten-
sions between New Delhi and Islamabad, and the re-
gion at the brink of war. Has anyone in power serious-
ly considered the renewal yet again of the pain and
agony of 11 percent of India‘’s population?

This piece by Prof. Hasan reminds one of another
article, written some 30 years ago, by another ‘Muslim’
academic, Professor Imtiaz Ahmad of Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University in New Delhi. That article, penned soon
after the Bangladesh war of liberation of 1971, delved
into how, despite the destiny of Indian Muslims being
inextricably tied up with India, Pakistan has been a
conspicuous factor in their continuing distress and in-
security and an obstacle to their integration into na-
tional society. Prof. Ahmad elaborated on how Paki-
stan enters the life of Indian Muslims in a variety of
ways: “Even twenty-five years after the Partition, the
stereotype of the Indian Muslim as a Pakistani expatri-
ate, a fifth columnist, or simply as someone whose ba-
sic loyalties are outside the country persists and affects
his life chances fundamentally. The stereotype is usu-
ally latent during normal times, but it comes up to the
surface in times of crisis.” During the series of India-
Pakistan confrontations, Indian Muslims would find
their homes watched closely by the otherwise friendly
and cordial neighbours, as possible saboteurs. Even a
dim ray of light emanating from their houses during
blackouts would be interpreted as a signal for invad-
ing Pakistani pilots.

While conceding that the stereotype of the Indian
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Muslim as a Pakistani expatriate in the initial stages
was founded in empirical fact and that there was some
basis for its popularity in the attitude and behaviour,
both overt and covert, of a large majority of Indian Mus-
lims, Professor Ahmad wrote that, ...t should not mean
that the early involvement, social and psychological, of
the Indian Muslims with Pakistan should be regarded
as a permanent feature of their ethos and orientations
and the community as a whole should be condemned
forever as disloyal to India.” A series of changes had
occurred during the previous quarter century after 1947
to affect these orientations and ethos, he concluded,
and if stereotypes contimued to persist in the view of
the majority community, that was clearly due to the
prejudices formed during the early years.

Clenched-teeth tolerance

It is not easy to brush aside sentiments expressed by
two eminent Indian scholars in writings separated by
nearly three decades, because taken together they indi-
cate that there has been no change in the perception
and situation of Indian Muslims in the long interven-
ing years. How can this be, for a country that we like to
hold up time and time again as the supreme symbol of
democracy and equality in South Asia and in the world.
Muslims and Hindus are indeed part of the ‘Indian’
social reality, but then every so often there is the jarring
reminder that some Indians in India might be a little
less equal than others. Without being patronising to-
wards the Muslims of India, it is important to be sensi-
tive to the fears, apprehensions and tensions that they
suffer from, which the majority Hindus do not have to
contend with.

The majority likes to see only two ‘types’ of Mus-
lims in India: the Traitor and the Patriot. These stereo-
typical extremes remain applicable today. If a Haneef
Mohammad cheers for the Pakistani cricket team at the
Coca-Cola Series, why, he just may be clandestinely
raising the Pakistani flag in the back streets of Jama
Masijid in Old Delhi! At the opposite end of the spec-
trum was the Patriot, who earned his brownie points
by (lately) joining the Bharatiya Janata Party, or pro-
nouncing his utter disregard for the ‘political” ambi-
tions of his co-religionists, or his pathological dislike
for beef. The Patriot loves to be patronised.

The majority community has been historically am-
bivalent towards the Muslims of the country. In the
public realm, as the historian RC Majumdar put it, the
majoritarian discourse, “ignoring the difference and
estrangement between the two communities, mvented
slogans of Hindu-Muslim solidarity”. Majumdar goes



on to lambast historians for encouraging the ideology
of “fanciful fraternity”, and he saw this as a calculated
act. Indian historians had conspired with the Congress
Party to create and sustain this myth, and in doing so,
they had “abandoned standards of good-history writ-
ing. They were unable to tolerate history that mentioned
facts incompatible with ideas of national integration.”
In the post-colonial era, though the public realm has
retlected a growing concern with preservation of mi-
nority rights and equality of citizenship, the symbols of
national identity that have been developed are over-
whelmingly majoritarian. These are symbols the mi-
norities have problems identifying with, but on the
whole it is a fact that the public domain in India has
been able to preserve itself as a site where all Indians
were equal.

In the private reaim, on the other hand, the legacy of
Partition and the very existence of Pakistan has contin-
ued to colour and define the notion of ‘the Muslim’.
This is the site where a Muslim is “pro-Pakistan” or a
“Fifth Columnist”. Various competing and complemen-
tary versions of ‘remembered” histories are put in place
- histories of hatred and conflicts, lists of temples des-
ecrated by ‘Muslim’ rulers, forced conversions, the Pa-
kistan Movement, the Partition violence — all of which
justified a clenched-teeth tolerance of the residue that
failed to join their brethren in the Land of the Pure. The
majority Hindus in immediate-postcolonial india felt
that all matters had been settled on the blood-drenched
fields of Bengal and Punjab. All debts of a shared
history had been squared and, having been given a
fair chance to “go away”, those who stayed back
would now have to do s0 on the terms of the majority
community.

Thus, while constitutionally and in the public realm
India was committed to secularism and multi-cultural-
ism, the private arena remained cluttered with trouble-
some memories and mindsets that did not go away with
the sweep of time. The little interaction which exists,
has been hesitant, incomplete and sporadic. There have
been sharp reversais and sudden withdrawals, a stut-
tering dialogue between the two communities,

The cultural and family linkages of many Indian
Muslims with Pakistan continued to provide ammu-
nition to the orthodox in Indian politics and in Hindu
society who sought to portray Indian Muslims as a com-
munity that was irresponsible, aggressive, and some-
times outright anti-national. Even a perfectly reason-
able disagreement could be interpreted as a deliberate
assertion of enmity, and therefore, anti national. The
overwhelmingly Hindu political elite read almost all
expressions of cultural identity in communal terms.

Roadmap

Historically, as elsewhere, in India Islam was generally
embraced by the poorer and weaker sections of the pop-
ulation, mostly artisans and peasants. The clergy also
came from the poorer sections, and, additionally, after

colonisation the clergy became downgraded as it ceased
to wield political power. Because of the further impov-
erishment following colonisation, and lacking leader-
ship other than an increasingly insular ‘priesthood’
which reinforced insecurities, the Muslim masses de-
veloped a fear of modern methods and processes. So it
is not difticult to understand why large sections of Mus-
lims remained orthodox, traditional, unchanging, even
fundamentalist.

This is a problem that has to be faced squarely by
the Indian Muslim community and its leadership. But
the larger problem in terms of community relations in
India is the inability of the very-comfortable majority
community to try and understand why the Muslims
find themselves in this cul-de-sac, and how their own
(majoritarian) attitudes have helped foster a beleagured
mentality.

Admittedly, there are no easy answers or ways out.
shifting blame to a ‘communal historiography’, or ‘the
Partition” or ‘the divide and rule policy” of the colonial
masters, while explaining why and how relationships
between communities turned sour, does not offer a road-
map for the future of community relations in India. A
fundamental change that has taken place in Indian
society at the turn of the century is the emergence of a
new generation of Indian Muslims and Hindus born
and raised in the years after independence. With a
completely different historical experience and sense of
belonging that does not carry much of the virulent
baggage of communalism, it is a generation that has
less stake in the resurrection of the past, more in building
a secure future for itself. This new “social capital’ must
be turned to the task of building confidences between
the two communities in India and it is from here, not
from the older “Partition” generation, that new voices,
new suggestions must emerge.

The first Prime Minister of India had very percep-
tively pointed out that majoritarian communalism was
the most dangerous form of community strife in the
world, and this is what India has been landed with. It
is with the post-Partition generation of the majority com-
munity that the greater responsibility for change lies. If
the new generation in India is able to build a society
where the minorities perceive themselves as safe and
secure, then that will be a society to celebrate and pop-
ularise.

To quote Bhupen Hazarika, rennaissance man of
Assam (my translation}):

On a cold, cold night,

Let me lend voice

To the silent cries of fear

Of a minarity community somewhere,

And be a warm cloak of security. A

- Anindita Dasgupta
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marginalisation within mainstream society.

The erosion of the cultural base is perhaps the most
visible aspect of the divided plain and language is one
area where the loss is felt most acutely. Both Nepali as
well as Hindi belong to the same family of languages,
derived largely from Sanskrit. Both have drawn
extensively from the Persian and Arabic influences of
the Mughal court of Lucknow. Another similarity
between these two “official’ languages is that both have
grown at the expense of the local languages of the
Ganga plain. But, despite the patronage extended to
the official languages, on both sides people prefer their
mother tongues to their ‘official’ language. On the Indian
side, east to west, they speak Maithili, Bhojpuri and
Awadhi - languages that have been appropriated by
Hindi zealots as different dialects (boli) of official Hindi.
For long, these language have laboured under the
domination of ‘Khadi Boli Hindi’. The state government
of Bihar for a while recognised Maithili, but Laloo Yadav
decided that it gave an unfair
advantage to the Maithil Brahmins of
North Bihar and therefore withdrew
recognition. Bhojpuri and Awadhi,
too, continue to languish,

Likewise, in Nepal the political
power of the hill elites has ensured that
the culture of the tarai has never been
promoted by the state as part of the
Nepali culture. The masterpieces of the
great poet Vidyapati - poems based
on the folk songs of Mithila — were
composed as early as the 13th century,
but the honour of being named the
Aadi Kavi of Nepal (and not just of
Nepali, as is the case in reality) goes to
Bhanu Bhakta who came nearly six
hundred years later.

Bride & Bread

Partaking as they do of a common
legacy of past achieveinent and present
neglect, political boundaries cannot
suffice to arrest the mutual traffic

“For things to
prosper more
culturally, the
opinion-makers of
Bihar and eastern
UP need to realise
that their cultural
renaissance is
possible only
through a closer
tie-up with their
Sarhadiya
brothers and
sisters.”

in hordes to Nepal while Bishwanath of Benaras and
Baijnath of Bihar are two very important shrines for
Nepali Hindus. Festivals and cultural practices are
nearly identical in the Nepal Tarai and the region to
the south. Lakhs of Nepali ‘tarailis’ and Biharis together
attend the Vivaha Panchami, Ram Navami and
Panchkoshi Parikrama festivals in Janakpur. Legends
communicate values across generations, and the plays
based on Ramayan (Ramlila), Allahudal and King
Salhesh are common to the communities on both sides
of the border, as are the traditions of Jhanda (flag of
Hanuman) and Daha (a Shia Muslim celebration). The
tarailis celebrate Holi, Diwali and Dushhera with their
counterparts across the lines on the map. The temple of
Chhinnamasta, near Rajbiraj in the eastern Nepal Tarai,
is revered by all the people of the Kosi belt in Nepal and
Bihar. For the Muslims of the tarai and the Ganga
plains, the influence of dargahs and madrasas is not
blocked a whit by the international boundary.

The Anglo-Nepal war that settled
the boundary in the central tarai left
districts such as Mahotari, Rautahat,
Bara and Parsa with a sizeable Muslim
population. Much of the Awadh tarai
was under the suzerainty of Lucknow,
and the transfer of territory in “Naya
Muluk” (Banke, Bardia, Kailai and
Kanchanpur districts in the far west of
Nepal) took place after the final fall of
the Mughals in 1857, when the British
rewarded Jang Bahadur for his loyalty
during the Mutiny. This further added
to Nepal’s muslim fold, a demographic
category that is identical with Muslims
across the boundary in India.

Many Muslim activists found
temporary shelter in the tarai of ‘Hindu
rashtra’ Nepal in the wake of the
communal riots that engulfed North
India after the demolition of Babri
Masjid in December 1992. This
prompted the RSS-inspired media to
label madrasas in the Nepal Tarai as

between the northern and southern

plains. In the hills of Nepal, India is referred to as
Muglan (land of the Mughals). The colloquial term for
the territory ‘beyond the border’ in Mathili, Bhojpuri as
well as in Awadhi, is Magulan. Conversely, the word
for Nepal in Maithili is Sa#had — the frontier. It is a name
well deserved, as the southern flank of Nepal truly is
the frontier of the Ganga civilisation.

The circulation of culture is across the plains
societies is an everyday phenomenon. Pilgrimages take
people across the border both ways. The Mithila
Parikrama - or the circumambulation of the ancient
capital of Mithila - takes devotees to sites on both sides
of the border in the completion of the pilgrimage. The
Pashupathinath temple continues to attract devotees

hotbeds of anti-India activity fuelled
by Pakistan s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). In their
characteristic zealousness, Hindu fundamentalists
look suspiciously at every Nepali Muslim, and are
appalled by the ‘leniency shown by the Nepali state. It
is a tribute to the tolerance of Hindus of the Nepal Tarai,
however, that the propaganda war being waged by the
radically politicised Hindus of India has failed to make
a dent in their behaviour towards fellow Muslims.
There was also a reverse flow of people from Nepal
to the Indian part of the plain. Two kinds of taraili
people have opted to go to Bihar and UP, one kind was
the marginalised poor, from the lowest strata of society,
exploited by the Nepali-speaking zamindars. The other
kind of taraili were the very rich who wanted to gain
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‘Madhubani art’ in India/Bihar and ‘Mithila” in Nepal.
When it represents the cultural legacy of Mithila, why
not call it that? Meanwhile, just as Mithila art has been
rescued from the clutches of oblivion, there is urgent
need to revive Bhojpuri pottery and Awadhi weaves.

Oil and water

Nepal's national identity was sought to be built around
the Gorkhali conquerors who established the Gorkhali
state on the strength of their khukuri. This ‘Nepali
culture’ is relatively young, hence very vibrant and
assertive; but it is also insecure for the very same reason.
In order to fortify its identity, it seeks to build walls
around itself. The overwhelming results of opinion polls
demanding “regulation” of the India-Nepal border are
nothing but a reflection of this insecurity. But the statist-
minded of Nepal will have to understand that those
who are born Maithils will forever be Maithils
regardless of their citizenship, be it Indian, Nepali,
Canadian or Australian. The same is true for the remote
neo-colonists of New Delhi or those somewhat closer
in Lucknow or Patna. Cultural identities are deeper and
stronger than political ties, and this unity of purpose
needs to be exploited for mutual benefit by the people of
Nepal and India, not denied or destroyed. For the taraili
people, the challenge will be to convince the
Kathmandu elite that the surge in cultural flows does
not weaken national loyalties — you cannot dilute oil
with water. They operate at separate levels and need to
be treated as such. Cultural diversity is the strength of
the Nepali state, not its weakness.

For the people of Bihar and UP living in the border
region, it is important to realise that just as all their
rivers flow down from Himalayas, the source of their
cultural awakening may now lie in the Nepal Tarai. It
may be politically expedient for New Delhi to brand all
madrassas in the tarai as seats of Islamic extremism,
but people on both sides of the border know that it is
safer being a Muslim in ‘Hindu’ Nepal than it is in
‘secular’ Bihar or eastern UP. This is so because the
dominant identity of people in Nepal is still cultural,
while it has acquired communal and casteist overtones
in India. The way to strengthen cultural identity is to
make it more vibrant, and the tarai is well placed for the
moment due to its enhanced place within Nepal to lead
such a movement. In India, the New Delhi-centric
intelligentsia would do well to look at the heart of the
Hindi heartland and see how the nodes of its resurgence
lie up north across the border in the Nepal Tarai.

Even for the Indian elite, the realisation must have
dawned by now that the overarching national slogans
of “Mera Bharat Mahan”, *Garva se kaho hum Hindu hain”
and “Hindu-Muslim Bhai Bhai” cannot counter other
deep-rooted identities like being the progeny of the
mythical Yadu (Yadavs) or Parushram (the Bhumihar’s
Ranvir Sena). To weaken such parochialism, however,
it is necessary to strengthen the more inclusive cultural
identities in this region such as the Maithili, Bhojpuri
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and Awadhi ones. Inspired by the history of nation-
building in Europe, India’s freedom fighters copied their
model from the British and forged the Indian identity
around Hindi, Hindu and Hindustan, the thin veneer
of secularism notwithstanding. This was a mistake, in
the long term.

Cultural identities (nationalities) are to be seen as a
resource; attempts at replacing them entirely with
political citizenship will be fruitless, if not actually
counter-productive. Strong nationalities give strength
to citizenship in plural societies. People from both sides
of the Indo-Nepal border have lived together, survived
the vagaries of nature, and prospered by co-operating
with each other. There is a need to make such ties
stronger, rather than sacrifice them on the altar of statist
naticnalism.

The cultural awakening around Janakpur and
Lumbini can lift the Mithila and Awadh regions from
their present lassitude and depression. Industrial
resurgence along the Birgunj-Butwal stretch can inspire
the commercially moribund Vaishali-Motihari regions
and their Bhojpuri-speaking population in Bihar. For
places like Kishanganj, Saharasa, Darbhanga,
Muzzaffarpur, Motihari, Siwan and Gorakhpaur,
economic development in Nepal's tarai will have a more
immediate impact than the progress in Cyberabad or
the Silicon Plateau. In many ways, the Nepal Tarai and
even Kathmandu Valley today matter more for Bihar
and eastern UP than New Delhi. In the same way, the
tarai (and Kathmandu, ultimately) cannot escape from
the follies of Lucknow and Patna and needs to be better
aware of trends and events south of the border. For too
long, have the intelligentsia from the two sides looking
to Delhi Durbar than at each other.

Dinkar, a Bihari poet, writing in Hindi, expresses
his laments to the mountains in his poem titled
“Addressed to the Himalaya”. He, at least, understood
the symbiotic link between the adjacent region. This is
how Dinkar voices his anguish:

On your feet lies
Mithila delicate
Ask her where she lost
Her priceless heritage?

O Kapilvastu, Buddha's teachings
Where have they gone?

Tibet, Tran, Japan, Chinag

Sermons reached, here forgotfen?

Ask Vaitshali’'s ruins,

Where is Lichhavi grandeur vanquished?

O gloomy Gandaki! speak

Where have poet Vidyapati's songs vanished? b

n



BAIAACHARYA

“Violence is the womb of terrorism”

by Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga

Of all the speeches delivered by Heads of State at the
Kathmandu SAARC Summit on 5 January, Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga's best penetrated the psy-
chology of ‘terrorism’ and thoughtfully considered the
obligation of society's leaders to address its causes. This
was additionally significant because President Kumaratunga
was the one leader among the seven gathered who had
personally suffered injury from a bomber, and decades
ago lost her husband to an assassin’s bullet. Himal excerpts
President Kumaratunga’s address to the SAARC summit.

last three decades of the twentieth century in

South Asia has been the rise of terrorist move-
ments in almost every one of our nations, except per-
haps, very happily, in Maldives and Bhutan. Ewvery
one of our nations has experienced the horror and pain
of terrorist violence either emanating from within or
from a neighbouring State.

We have to join hands, at least now, more honestly
and with more dedication, to fight the wave of terrorist
politics that is sweeping across our region. To do this,
it may not be sufficient to say that we will hunt down
the perpetrators of terror and their allies.

We must attempt to understand the deep-
rooted causes of this most unnatural, de-humanising
pheno- menon very specific to the 20th century — that
is terrorism.

Someone once said, “hope betrayed transforms it-
self into bombs.” I would add that “perceived injustice,
if allowed to continue unresolved, would also trans-
form itself, first into despair and then into violence.” In
today’s context the demand for the rectification of in-
justice is with acts of violence, which by itself raises
issues of ethics in terrorist violence

I think it was Leon Trotsky who once described the
two emotions central to terrorism as being despair and
vengeance. We need today to desperately study and
understand the true causes of terrorism and terroristic
movements, or for that matter any social upheavals
within nations.

At this point it would be useful to remind ourselves
that it is not terrorism nor terrorists that divided Ire-
land nor caused the Israel-Palestinian problem 50 odd
years ago. They did not impose white rule in South
Africa, nor did the terrorists overthrow the duly elected
government of Salvador Allende in Chile, The terror-
ists did not separate India and Pakistan and create the

r I The most terrifying political development of the

tragedy of Kashmir as a buffer zone. To come closer
home, neither did the LTTE nor the armed Tamil mili-
tants create the circumstances for the marginalisation
of the minority communities of Sri Lanka.

Violence - social, political or physical, perpetrated
by the State or the agents of the State against other States
or its own peoples - is the womb of terrorism, humilia-
tion its cradle and continued vengence by the State,
becomes the mother’s milk and nourishment for
terrorism.

We need to look at the causes of modern day terror-
ism because it has become, in the past decades, the one
single most terrifying factor in national and interna-
tional politics. At fong last, on the 11th September 2001,
when terrorism struck at the heart of the developed
world, the community of the rich and powerful coun-
tries woke up to the base, senseless, inhumanity of ter-
rorism

We hope that at least this would make the whole
world, the powerful and the not so powerful, and the
least powerful, join hands together in the common real-
isation that the modern expression of frustration, of
destroyed hopes will not be contained within the bound-
aries of one nation, but will spill over in the most hor-
rendous and terrifying fashion, across the boun- daries
of all nations to englobe the entire world.

The sense of newly-found freedom born with inde-
pendence gave rise to many hopes and aspirations in
all groups of the independent nation. An effective vi-
sion was required to weld together the separate sets of
aspirations of each community, living freely and proud-
ly with its own separate identity, which could co-exist
symbiotically with the other entities, to compose a har-
monious and united entirety - the Nation-State, a strong
and stable one. The lack of such a vision had given rise
in many countries to groups attempting to enforce, of-
ten by violent means, their own specific identities, ex-
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pressed in various forms such as the demand for sepa-
rate states, etc. .

I believe most honestly and strongly that the most
effective response to terrorism is to stop generating it.
How should we do this? By finding solutions to the
problems that cause terrorism.

In Sri Lanka we have had to face the challenges of a
military conflict against an armed terrorist group for
the past two decades. My first Government, elected in
1994, started the process of political negotiation to end
the conflict, rather than solely employ military meth-
ods. We attempted to deal with the root causes of the
problem, arising from the marginalisation of the Tamil
and other minority communities of Sri Lanka. While
we have not succeeded in ending the conflict, we have
made much progress towards Peace.

I am happy to state that the new Government elect-
ed a few weeks ago is also taking action to continue the
process. The recent election has provided a historic
opportunity for the two major political parties of Sri
Lanka, now both in Government, through the Presi-
dency and the Cabinet, to evolve new systems of con-
structive co-habitation and collective action for the res-
olution of the separatist conflict.

I believe that it is time now for the world to stop and
take stock - honestly and strongly. We cannot encour-
age and finance friendly terrorist organisations in one

place and attempt to defeat others.

Double standards cannot work anymore, and will
not resolve the long-standing problem of terrorism. The
use of force directly by a State or through encouraging
other terrorist movements to use violence against an
enemy State or group, may temporarily curb a terrorist
movement or the enemy. But these methods have proved
to spread and intensify violence.

Today I believe that the challenge before us nation-
ally and regionally, is to recognise terror and political
violence as the main enemy of modern society. The main
enemy of all that is just and decent, of all that humanity
has built up through the centuries, to be respected and
looked upon as civilisation.

But saying this will not be sufficient. It should lead
urgently to identifying the causes for terrorism in each
different State. Then begin within nations and together
regionally and internationally, to find solutions to these
causes, to alleviate the sufferings and the frustrations
that have given rise to each terrorist movement.

The 20th century was our century, the century
of our generation. It has bred and reaped the fruits of
this great tragedy, which was on the one hand, the ac-
celerated economic development, employing science
and modern tech-nology, whilst ignoring its fallout on
large sections of populations within nations, as well as
on large areas of the world. s

Open Letter to General Pervez Musharraf
on Freedom of Religion in Pakistan

e, the members of Pakistanis for Peace and

Alternative Development - PPAD - an

international group of scholars, profession-
als and activists welcome the act to abolish separate
electorates for Religious Minorities in Pakistan. We see
it as a small first step towards eradicating the causes of
incipient religious fascism that has plagued Pakistan
in the past decades and threatens to completely undo
the State.

In fact the notion of a “Religious Minority” itself
opens the door of potential abuse of the citizens con-
sidered to be members of a minority. A Nation-State
does not have the prerogative to control the religious
beliefs of an individual. Such measures only encour-
age hypocrisy and superficiality in matters of belief
which remain the prerogative of an individual’s con-
science and very individual and private inner quests.
We believe that all citizens of Pakistan ought to enjoy
the same rights and privileges regardless of religion,
race, ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation.

Having dissolved separate electorates for religious
minorities it is equally important to undo the Blasphe-
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my Law, a vestige of the British Common Law which
then was completely abused by the Muslim fanatics.
The Blasphemy Law flies in the face of both the teach-
ings of the Quran (Sura 2: Verse 256) and the UN con-
vention on the freedom of belief and conscience. It pro-
motes and condones an intolerance that is completely
out of step with the current international community’s
value of religious freedom and inter-religious harmo-
ny from which Muslims as minorities in Western coun-
tries have greatly benefited.

Moreover, the requirement to make a declaration of
one’s belief on the application forms for the National
ldentity cards and passports is a disturbing and tell-
tale sign of religious fascism which is reminiscent of
the intimidating and humiliating imposition of identi-
fying marks on the clothing of religious minorities.
Since religious belief is a private matter of individual
conscience the application forms for National ldentity
cards and passports ought to be revised to exclude the
clauses that pertain to religious matters, b

_This letter was circulated in late January by a number of
Pakistani scholars, activists and professionals.
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The Souls of Brown and Black Folk

What the anti-WTO movement means and where it can go

Does the Western anti-wTO movement represent all the world’s people
who are affected by the international trading system?

Probably not.

by Andrew Nash

hen anti-World Trade Or-
ganisation protesters took
to the streets in Seattle

more than two years ago, the con-
frontations made headlines around
the world. Broadcast on television,
the protests became a sort of live the-
atre, where a global audience wat-
ched ideological demonstration,
police confrontation and looting
unfold in a prosperous Western city.
‘Geattle’ itself became a term that
brought together all the emotions
that were supposed to be rallied
against an organisation pushing
through an international trading
system that many see to be unfair
for the world's poor. But where
amidst a sea of white Americans
were the world poor in the demon-
strations? Where were the brown
and black faces? And was throw-
ing a rock at a Starbucks café or a
McDonald’s the proper response to
a world economic system becoming
increasingly rapacious?

The Seattle theatre which played
itself out in November 1999 had a
number of central actors, who sur-
faced later in Genoa and Davos and
Quebec, but the most visible among
them were the young participants
who energised the protests. Visible,
because that is what the television
anchors found most appetising for
ratings. Given centre stage by the
media, these Seattle protesters were
unusual for being predominantly
young, white Americans, advocat-
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ing policies supposedly benefiting
developing countries. Retrospec-
tively, these protestors seem to have
been marching for a cause in which
they held no personal stake. How
much did they understand the im-
pact of the system on a hill terrace
farmer in Nepal, or a peasant along
the Andhra Pradesh coast? By de-
fault, the students and dropouts
at Seattle were stand-ins for the
world’s poor.

Protest movements usually have
a sharply defined agenda — against
a dam like Narmada or a war like
Vietnam - but the anti-WTO move-
ment is amorphous and without a
clear solution (stop building the
dam, bring back the troops) to the
ills that are said to permeate the in-
ternational trading system. The
elimination or emasculation of one
international organisation created
to streamline world commerce
would, in itself, have only a modest
effect on the structure and flow of
international trade. There are, truth
be told, numerous eddies within
the regulated flow of trade which
would be of benefit to some third
world nations while negatively af-
tecting others, The challenge faced
by the protesters — and by the WTO,
for that matter - is to define the de-
bate on globalisation in such as way
that individual concerns can be ad-
dressed, even though the larger tide
of globalisation might be unaffected.

The emerging and Western-

dominated world economic system
requires a variegated response, and
there are obviously thinking people
and active groups all over the world
capable of mounting a challenge.
But the costs and distances have
kept these from being heard. Even
from the third world, the more radi-
cal a standpoint the more the possi-
bility of it being allowed a sound
byte, while the moderate opposition
is neglected. Regardless, as far as
the mass public is concerned, the
anti-wWTO movement has been hi-
jacked by the power of Western me-
dia’s ability to focus the camera on
the looters and rioters in Western
cities. These young white protesters
appear ignorant of the fact that the
bulk of the miseries visited on the
third world’s poor is a result of mal-
governance within the third world
itself. While they do exist, the struc-
tural inequities of the world system
are only part of the problem.

The Western anti-gloablisation
protest movement, of which the anti-
WTO movement is a part, has be-
come the leading dissident move-
ment in the United States and Eu-
rope. This is a romance which has
caught the attention of the Western
media, for too long deprived of “in-
house’ protests while the rest of the
{third) world goes up in flames.
Thus, the camera turns on privi-
leged kids fighting a fashionable
and momentary war. Something
more lasting is needed, and it has to
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ical divide between North and
South became unprecedented, while
barriers to the transfer of technolo-
gy became stronger, and the work-
force was barred from free move-
ment.”

Thus far, the issues that have
energised the anti-wTO movement
have been deflected by the media
coverage of an extreme variant of the
protests. The spectacular images of
street confrontations broadcast from
Seattle and subsequent meetings
generated the best images for
television, but these drew attention
away from the issues at the core of
the movement and de-legitimised
the protesters in the minds of many
viewers. In fact, the protest move-
ment itself has become a subject of
debate more than the original issues
around which it coalesced, provok-
ing criticisms within the movement
of both the media coverage and the
destructive fringe groups.

Anup Shah, who maintains a
WTO watchdog web site, explains
that the media coverage plays up
the “sensationalism of the viclent
aspects of the protests, without
really looking at the real issues.” It
could be said, in fact, that it was the
Western media multinationals
which gave anti-WTO activism a
bad image by focusing on the rowdy
violence — here at last was live cov-
erage of white kids rioting, some-
thing that had not been seen on tele-
vision since the Vietnam riots and
Kent State. The power of the imagery
of this anarchical attack on the bas-
tions of Western capitalism com-
pletely swamped the issues that the
majority of the activists were trying
to address. The small, violent fringe
grabbed the spotlight and the pub-
lic’s imagination, and the genera-
lised perception of the anti-wWTO
movement got tainted by the dispro-
portionate strength of a smaller lob-
by that is less attached to the con-
crete issues of trade and develop-
ment.

Ultimately, the anti-wTO protest
movement is perhaps better
understood by its contradictions
than by its unity. In reality, there is
nothing substantial called the ‘anti-
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WTO movement’, even though we
may use the term for convenience.
There is only the convergence of
other movements and the loose par-
ticipation of independent activists
on particular issues. There is, prob-
ably, no other cause that could unite
the passions of the environmental,
labour, child rights, agriculture,
steel and poverty lobbies. But then
each of these groups uses the move-
ment as a vehicle for its own partic-
ular agenda, making it but a tempo-
rary umbrella for all groups to march
under. Even so, there are some core
issues on which all agree, even
though these substantive issues
have not received wide coverage.
The expectations of successive

In 2002, there is not
a single broad-based
Western protest
movement directed
at a political
regime anywhere in
the world.

meetings after Seattle have had to
do with the police preparedness to
meet the protesters rather than the
issues of the majority of activists —
in Geneva and Quebec, and also at
conferences organised for the G-8
(Davos) and the IMF {(Washington,
DC). This trend continued until
Doha last November, when
protesters largely stayed home,

Redifining the road

Even before 11 September, the anti-
WTO protesters had faced a difficult
challenge. The Fourth Ministerial
Conference was scheduled to be held
in November 2001 in Qatar, the
quiet Shiekhdom in the Persian
Gulf, which was nervous about the
arrival of dissidents.

The Septeinber terror attacks in
the US placed the Western anti-wTo
movement in a difficult position.
Particularly in the United States,
popular sentiinent was largely mo-

bilised in support of the Bush gov-
ernment’s policies, and outright
criticism of government action on
international issues became out of
sync with the mood of the times.
Some commentators even took to
blaming anti-globalisation protest-
ers for helping foster anti-American
sentiment. As one commentator
wrote in the Internationa! Herald Tri-
bune, “the environment for violent
acts is being fostered, wittingly or
unwittingly, by many of the anti-
globalisation protesters who now
plague international meetings.”
That the protesters might have con-
tributed to generating a mood hos-
tile to the dominant symbols of
American capitalism and military
strength — the World Trade Centre
and the Pentagon - committed the
Western movement to walking a
fine line between critiquing US pol-
icies on trade and commerce and ap-
pearing not to be disloyal to a
bruised country.

Today, the Western anti-wToO
protest movement is at a crossroads.
Because it largely, though not
exclusively, focuses on developing
country issues, its resonance with
the American and European public
is relatively weak and becoming
weaker as the Western economies
falter and attention is focused more
on security concerns. Concurrently,
because it is based in the West, the
predominantly ‘Caucasian’ protest-
ers assume with increasing difficul-
ty the odd role of claiming to speak
on behalf of under-developed coun-
tries” populations. Thus, the move-
ment faces the difficult twin chal-
lenges of defining itself from within
and also defining itself from without.

Morning after Doha

In the 1980s, many multinational
corporations faced protests orga-
nised by pecople who saw them as
allies of global evil. For example,
protesters aggressively targeted
Chase Manhattan Bank because of
its invelvement with the apartheid
regime of South Africa. When, in
1984, Chase downgraded Pretoria’s
credit rating, this was widely seen
as a victory for the protesters,
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although Chase officially main-
tained that the decision was made
for strictly business reasons. The
apartheid regime was the target of
protesters, and Chase was simply a
vehicle targeting PW Botha's brutal
rule.

Today, the situation is quite
different. Corporations and inter-
national bodies have themselves
become the object of protesters’ ire.
In 2002, there is not a single broad-
based Western protest movement
directed at a political regime any-
where in the world (with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of the United States).
No one is mobilising protesters
against the excesses of governments
in Sierre Leone, Iraq or Zimbabwe.
Even China, site of the 1989 Tianan-
men Square massacre, fails to in-
spire Western protesters anymore.
However, the list of corporations
and international organisations
that have recently faced protest
movements just gets longer and
longer: WTO, IMF, World Bank,
Coca-Cola, Enron, McDonalds -
and even entire industries — oil,
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics. This
shift from targetting regimes to fo-
cusing on companies and indus-
tries has much to do with the evap-
oration of the Cold War ideological
confrontation coupled with the
increasing power of independent
capital.

The Western anti-wTO move-
ment should be seen in this context.
It is both an idealistic rejection of
Third World victimisation as well
an organic response to the perceived
power of globalisation in Western
life. The best characterisation of
the rioting crowds might be that they
are altruistically cynical — embit-
tered and discontent with life in the
comfortable West, the protesters take
on the worthy causes of the devel-
oping world to march for and, by
doing so, indirectly march for them-
selves,

Further, the irony of the anti-
globalisation movement may be that
it is itself founded on globalised as-
sumptions. The global conscious-
ness subscribed to by young West-
erners builds on an assumption that
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all people are essentially intercon-
nected and that individuals in dif-
ferent parts of the globe can assume
responsibility for advocating
change anywhere. Just as the anti-
globalisation campaigns are loose-
ly defined, if at all, the term ‘anti-
globalisation’ itself is a misnomer
for the movement. Protesters are not
against globalisation, they are
against certain aspects of globalisa-
tion while they support others.
The two primary challenges
faced by the Western anti-WTO
movement in the autumn of 2001 -
limited access to the Doha
Ministerial and an unsympathetic
Western public - brought about two
transformations, which may prove

o
The WTO protests are
both an idealistic
rejection of Third
World victimisation as
well an organic
response to the
perceived power of
globalisation in
Western life.

permanent. The first involved a dif-
fusion of public protests from high-
profile meeting places to smaller
venues. In Europe, for example,
thousands of protesters assembled
in Berlin and Geneva to mark their
disapproval of the WTO meetings in
Doha. In North America, ‘WTO
Watch’ organised a Cross-Canada
Caravan to raise public awareness
on trade issues. A subtle shift has
also been evident in the language
and argumentation of the anti-wTO
movement s0 as to remain relevant
in the context of the American secu-
rity debate. The movement has be-
come anti-war in some cases (par-
ticularly in Europe), and advocates
have also stepped up arguments
that the WTO's practices lead to de-
veloping country poverty, which
in turn breeds resentment and mili-
tancy.

The weakness of the anti-WTO
movement as it stands, with its pre-
dominantly Western membership
with relatively low levels of commit-
ment, was clear in the lack of pro-
tests in Doha. True, the Qatari au-
thorities promised to make life diffi-
cult for protestors, but that in itself
need not have been a reason not to
show up in Doha to carry a placard
or to march the streets. The fact that
the threat of a clampdown as well
as a lack of media coverage led the
protestors stayed home provoked
many to argue that they had been
playing to the gallery earlier, and
that they had essentially just been
taking advantage of the relative le-
niency of police forces in the West.

Perhaps the morning after Doha
will breathe new life into the anti-
WTO protest movement by, firstly,
rescuing the protest from the rioters
and the riot-fixation of the television
channels. This will allow the
issues-oriented protesting organisa-
tions and individuals the space
they have been denied before this.
Secondly, this focus of attention
away from tear gas in the streets will
hopefully lead to a conscientising
campaign in the third world itself,
where the negative impact of global-
isation and a skewed world trad-
ing system is believed to be greatest.
If it has to be fought, the globalised
system as represented by the WIO
has to be fought around the globe
by the myriad stakeholder organi-
sations and activists, rather than
through an unrepresentative band
of Western youth that are seen to be
exorcising their own demons.

There are some indications that
the anti-WTO campaign has indeed
begun to move out of its Western-
centricism and grow into a global
movement. There appears to be
increasing activism within develop-
ing countries on trade issues, as ev-
idenced by the fact that the Doha
conference became something of a
political rallying point in India. Left-
ist activists took to the streets of
New Delhi on 9 November to pro-
test the WTO, and similar events
were organised in Allahabad and
Bangalore in late November after the
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conclusion of the conference. Earli-
er in 2001, when the then-wTQ Di-
rector General Michael Moore visit-
ed India, his effigy was reportedly
burnt in 30 Indian cities. While such
stacatto and reactive demonstra-
tions do not in themselves add up
to much, they indicate a trend that
may anchor the movement in the
developing world, and allow local
activists to battle both the abuses of
the international trading regime
and their own leaders’ cruel inepti-
tude. Over time, the anti-WTO move-
ment —to be a truly global movement
- would have to be made up of thou-
sands of groups from around the
world coming together to challenge
the multiple and varied institutions
that tend to exploit trade and com-
merce to the detriment of the world’s
poor. Beyond only international
lenders, this would require the in-
volvement of national politicians
and technocrats.

The WTO is the latest institution-
al manifestation in a long line of
trade pacts extending back to GATT,
the failed International Trade Or-
ganisation and even bilateral trad-
ing agreements that are centuries
old. As the world changes, so does
the nature and flow of trade, and
commensurate changes become
necessary in the organisation of
global commerce. Protest move-
ments are also constantly changing,
adjusting within and also trans-
forming vis-a-vis their targets. The
great protest movements of the 20th
century — for Indian independence,
American civil rights, and against
apartheid - were all political caus-
es. As the 21st century begins, it
should perhaps give us pause that
protest (at least in the West) has shift-
ed decisively away from politics.
With protesters now targeting eco-
nomic centres of power instead of
political ones, the implication is that
corporations and lending institu-
tions are perceived to be more pow-
erful than nation-states. The WTO is
at the intersection of politics, soci-
ety, culture and economics, and it -
and its opponents — will likely re-
main at the forefront for some time

A,

to come. b

The scripted war

During the Afghan war, Western journalists
failed to critically probe either US military
policy or the complexities of the Taliban
legacy in Afghanistan. The reporting suffered,
and many important questions have yet to be

asked.

by Rahimullah Yusufzai

arely had a group of

international journalists

reached Kandahar when
Western reporters started receiving
messages from their companies
back home that the Pentagon was
refusing to guarantee their security.
They were told that the sooner they
leave Kandahar, the better, because
it was too risky for them to stay and
work in the Taliban headquarters.

That same night American war-
planes blitzed the city. The Taliban
wasted no time in the morning to
take journalists to the site of the
bombing. Two bungalows in the
Shahr-i-Nau locality had been
bombed and survivors said over a
dozen civilians were killed. One of
the houses accommodated the offic-
es of a mobile medical team, the oth-
er a family that had shifted there
because it felt the area was safe from
US bombing. The pictures of civil-
tan destruction hit television
screens and print media all over the
world that day. This was just the
kind of coverage the US wanted to
avoid and understandably there
was no bombing in Kandahar over
the next three days due to the pres-
ence of international reporters in the
city.

This was the second trip organ-
ised by the Taliban to show journal-
ists the civilian casualties from US
airstrikes. From 1 October to 2 No-
vember, the 26 television, radio and
print reporters from several coun-
tries and media companies were

shown city localities and villages
hit by US bombs and missiles. They
were also taken to the Mirwais Hos-
pital, the city’s main but hopelessly
ill-equipped and under-staffed
medical centre to meet those injured
in the bombing. Among the injured
was 62-vear-old Sultan Bibi, one of
the few survivors of the bombing
that had targeted the two bunga-
lows in Shahr-i-Nau. Saying that
she had no money to buy medicines,
the old, frail lady wept while nar-
rating the loss of her two daughters
and a daughter-in-law in the bomb-
ing. Lying in another ward was a
heavily bandaged eight year-old
boy who was said to have lost all
his family members in another
bombing raid in Kandahar.

During an earlier trip, the Tali-
ban had taken a group of interna-
tional reporters to the eastern city
of Jalalabad and Khrum village in
the Torghar mountain range. The
village had been completely de-
stroyed by US bombing and inissile
attacks after American pilots mis-
took it for an Osama bin Laden train-
ing camp. Taliban officials and sur-
vivors claimed about 200 villagers
were killed in the attack. A visit to
Jalalabad’s main public hospital
was heart-rending, as one saw bad-
ly wounded children who had been
orphaned.

International reporting of the
Khrum tragedy put the US govern-
ment — which has consistently re-
fused to acknowledge most of the
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THE FULBRIGHT & THE EAST-WEST CENTER
2002 SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION

The Commission for Educational Exchange between the United States and Nepal {USEF/Nepal) announces the
2002 competition for the Fulbright and the East-West Center (EWC) Scholarships. Those selected would begin
their studies in the US beginning August-September, 2003. (a) The Fulbright program provides all expenses
(including travel) for a Master's degree program of up to two years at selected U.S. universities, in any field except
medicine, engineering or computer science. (b) the EWC scholarships of the University of Hawaii (UH) are available
for Masters or doctoral-level study in any field offered at UH and cover all tuition and fees, but not travel expenses.
Applicants for either program may be employees in any government or semi-government agency, private business,
NGO or INGO.

"~ General Requirements for Entering the Competition ____

All applicants must:
1. possess Nepali citizenship;

2. demonstrate in all post-intermediate degrees a minimum aggregate marks of: 56% for students in non-techni-
cal fields (humanities and social sciences), and 60% for students in science and technical fields. {The mini-
mum requirements for students under the semester system are: 65% in non-technical fields; 70% in technical
fields; or a Cumulative GPA of 3.5/4.0 in either field.)

3. have a high level of competence in speaking, reading and writing English. (Applicants who pass the first
screening will be required to sit for an English test during the application process. The test requirement will be
waived for those who have a valid TOEFL score of 213 or higher and have submitted copies of their score
reports with their applications.)

4. be under 40 years of age as of the application filing deadline date {March 29, 2002);

5. possess either a four years bachelor's degree; or, if the bachelor’'s degree was of fewer than four years
duration, then a masters degree is also required, such that the total number of years of formal education equals
at least 16;

6. have at least three years (for men) or one year (for women) of post-bachelor’s degree, full-time, professional
work experience in an area directly relevant to the applicant's chosen field of study as of the application filing
deadline date (March 29, 2002) and document this experience by letter(s) from employer(s) that verify appli-
cant's position(s) and years of employment;

7. be in excellent health, as evidenced by a letier from a medical d.octor; and

8. be eligible for a U.S. visa.
Note: Individuals holding master’s degrees equivalent to a U.S. master's degree should not apply, nor should
individuals who have previously resided in the United States for six months or more during the preceding five years.

(Applicants must submit documentary evidence for items No. 1, 2,5,6and 7.)

Application Forms & Deadlines: Application forms and detailed information regarding the competition are available
from the USEF/Nepal office at: the American Center in Gyaneshwor; the Ministry of Education; the National Planning
Commission; the Rector’s Office, Tribhuvan University; Kathmandu University Rector's Office; and with Campus
Chiefs at out of the Valley degree campuses. Applications and information may aisc be accessed and downloaded
from the Commission’s website: www.fuibrightnepal.org.np. Application forms must be taken out from the USEF
office or downloaded from the website by 4:00 p.m. Friday, March 15", 2002. No applications will be given out after
this date. Duplicate, hardcopy, completed applications must reach the Fulbright Commission (USEF) no later than
4:00 p.m. Friday, March 28", 2002, Incomplete applications or applications received after this deadline will not be

considered.






Reflections

India would have unfolded very different-
ly in the absence of railways, though it still
would have unfolded.

Tracks to nationhood

It is clear that the railways were enor-
mously consequential in the formation of
the modern Indian state and nation in their
present configuration. The widespread
network of dependable, all-weather
transportation provided by the railways
did integrate aspects of South Asian life
within regions and across the breadth of
the Subcontinent. One example of this
integration is found in the work of the
economic historian John Hurd, who
demonstrates the central role the railways
played in fostering the emergence of na-
tional markets in food grains, such as
wheat, rice and jowar, and non-food crops,
such as cotton. This process accelerated
from the early 1870s onward as the railway
network expanded from 7,678 route kilo-
metres in 1871 to 43,443 in 1905.

The railways of India were, and are, a
large-scale technical system. The par ticu-
lar importance of a large-scale technical
system - the source of its generalised im-
portance well beyond the confines of what
it is the large-scale system does (e.g., rail-
ways transport passengers and goods;
electrical grids transmit a form of energy;
telephone systems communicate the spo-
ken and written word) — comes from the
capacity of such a system to facilitate or
sustain the functioning of many other sys-
tems. The railways of colonial India were
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infra-structural and structural. They became a giant en-
terprise but they also facilitated, sustained and linked
much else, not only the commodity markets so single-
mindedly studied by neoclassical economists, but many
aspects of India’s political economy and socio-cultural

life.

Pilgrimage, one of the oldest and most practiced
aspects of South Asian socio-cultural life, was deeply
affected by the speedy, mass transportation railways
afforded. Railways, it can be said, add both mass and
the masses to the practice of pilgrimage. More and more
people - far more than the substantial numbers that
already engaged in pilgrimage before the railway age -
undertook pilgrimages, thanks to the railways.

additions came from the poorer strata, the masses, of
Indian society for whom the quicker journey by train
made pilgrimage possible in the interstices between de-
mands for their labour. This became a widespread phe-
nomenon that saw increases in numbers, not only at
the periodic Kumbha Melas when millions were in at-
tendance, but also at places like Tirupati or Tarakeswar
to which, day in and day out, year after year, more pil-
grims came.

Railways came early to the Indian subcontinent-
much earlier than to other parts of Asia, Latin America
and Africa. By 1901, India had the world’s fourth long-
est railway network (although exact ranking can be dis-
puted) as measured by route miles in operation, a rank-

Because of the greater
ease and security of railway

ing the country still holds.
Route mileage continued to

travel, many of these new “RailwaYS; it _can be Said, add increase and reached an im-~
pilgrims were women (re- both mass and the masses to pressive 72,002 km in 1947,

gardless of the deplorable

the first year in which over

state of many pilgrim trains - the pfaCtice Of p“gfimage-” one billion passengers were

in the colonial era). Other
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SOUTHASIASPHERE [INTRODUCING A NEW COLUMN)

The month of the General

This new monthly column shall endeavour to look at South Asia in totality, as a region
that is greater than the sum of its parts. For SOUTHASIASPHERE, political boundaries
that divide the people of this region are facts, but what makes us all one is a more
significant reality. Consequently, no member-country of SAARC gets a ‘quota’ in this
column. ‘Saarcy’ will instead concentrate on issues, ideas and trends that affect us all
in the region, for better or worse. Saarcy is a Nepali term for cobbler: the humble
craftsman who repairs shoes, an untouchable in the hierarchy of caste-ridden Hindu
society. The pseudonym perfectly suits a columnist who aims at nothing less than
mending the shoes of readers’ minds so that they can travel to what Kazi Nazrul Islam

called the ‘real” battlefield:

The heart is the battlefield

where Krishna sang the great Gita,

if is the field where the shepherd Magi made friends
with God.

This heart is the cave of meditation

where Buddha heard the call of humanity’s deep distress
and renounced his throne.

In this retreat the darling son of Araby heard

the great call;

It is here that he sang the song divine thal is the Quran.
1 have not heard it wrong, friend—

there is no temple or Kaaba greater fhan this heart of man.

Interesting Times

These are interesting times for South Asia. So interesting
in fact that Colin Poweli, Tony Blair and Zhu Rongzi
have all been here within a month. The much-postponed
11th Summit of Heads of State or Government of
member countries of the SAARC finally did take place in
the capital city of Nepal, a country going through a
period of political emergency caused by rising Maoist
insurgency. The possibility of the Tamil Tigers and the
government of Sri Lanka returning to the negotiating
table never looked brighter. The crisis of 9/11 across
the seven seas seems to have brought the warring
parties to their senses.

In Bangladesh, the issue of corruption is centre-stage
(once again). The royal government of Bhutan is back
to the questionable game of repopulating areas vacated
by Lhotsampas with ethnic Bhutias. Not much is heard
from Maldives, but presumably, the senior-most and
only participant of all 11 SAARC Summits to date has
his island pretty much under control. Meanwhile,
Pakistan and India are back to their war games. Troop
mobilisation on both sides of the Punjab border is of a
magnitude that has not been seen since 1971, not even
during the Kargil mini-war. The most dangerous region
of the world is sitting on a powder keg, except that
everyone is proceeding under the impression that it is
business as usual. But of course, it is not, and the one
person who has caught history by the scruff of its neck
is, ironically, General Pervez Musharraf, the self-
declared President of Pakistan. His ad dress to the nation
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on 12 January made him look like a statesman with a
vision that extends far beyond the Wagah border.

The millennium jihad

Mohammed Ali [innah, the founder of Pakistan, dreamt
of a Pakistan where Muslims would be Muslims and
Hindus would continue to practice their faith. Qaid-e-
Azam believed that the question of a separate homeland
for Muslim Indians was settied with the creation of Pa-
kistan. But those who took power after him subverted
secularism and enshrined the Holy Quran and the
Sunnah as the guiding principles of state.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto appropriated the process of
Islamisation after the eastern wing became an
independent Bangladesh, and the wily feudal wanted
to wield more control over whatever was left of his
country. It was Bhutto who had the weekly off-day
changed from Sunday to Friday. After hanging Bhutto,
the dictator Zia-ul Haq got even bolder and introduced
the Blasphemy Law (see page 25). The process of
Islamisation continued with even more gusto as the
think-tankers of United States groomed jihadis for the
war against the Soviets in Afghanistan. Enforcement of
the Shariat continued under successive governments
and the Qaid’s dream of a secular Pakistan almost died
when Islamabad groomed the Taliban to take over
Afghanistan. The Buddhas of Bamiyan fell as
Islamabad watched, and theocracy became the hard
reality of contemporary Pakistan.

General Musharraf used the excuse of American
pressure to turn the heat on Pakistan’s ‘fundos’ in the
immediate aftermath of 9/11. But with his much-
publicised address of 12 January, he has done nothing
less than make Pakistan take an about-turn. Granted
that his address was full of sound and fury about how
“Kashmir runs in our blood”, but the operative part of
his statement said, in no uncertain terms: no support to
fundamentalism inside the country, no encouragement
to cross-border terrorism in the region and no more
taking more pride in religious purity above material
achievement. This was nothing short of a declaration
of jihad -~ a millennium jihad to transform a country
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that has remained a prisoner of history. General
Musharraf in fact buried the two-nation theory for good
with an about-turn on the very purpose of the existence
of the Pakistani state: he took it back to the pledge that
the Qaid had made to his people.

Considering the hold that fundamentalists continue
to have on the poor masses of Pakistan, successful
implementation of General Musharraf’s attempt to de-
Islamicise his country is far from a foregone conclusion.
Over the years, hard-core Islamists have made
considerable inroads even into Pakistan’s defence
forces, whose institutions consider themselves the
guardians of the state. Opposition to the general’s grand
plans may now be muted, given the extant world
political opinion, but time is short and there is no
guarantee the tide will not turn inside his country.

This is the reason why General Musharraf needs
India’s support. Unfortunately, the decision-makers of
New Delhi initially even failed to see the historic
significance of General Musharraf’s pledge. Put simply,
the Delhi-born General Musharraf has done nothing
less than concede ideological defeat. He is telling the
world that his priority is the modernisation of Pakistan,
not jihad against anyone anywhere. A leader of Sonia
Gandhi’s Congress realised the significance of the
statement and declared in the Asian Age newspaper that
General Musharraf was aiming to better Kemal Pasha.
But even this leader ‘chickened out’ and refused to be
named in the report. Such is the hold of Pakistan-phobia
on the minds of Indian elite.

Better sense seems to have begun to prevail. The cub-
Abdullah, India’s junior minister in the Ministry of
External Affairs, publicly aired his view that
transformation of the Line of Control in Kashmir into
an international border was a distinct possibility.
Sindh-born ‘Pakistani’ Home Minister of India, the
hawkish Lal Krishna Advani, changed his tired script
of Akhanda Bharat and talked instead about the
possibility of a loose federation of Bangladesh, India
and Pakistan, with each retaining its independence.
These are incredible departures that indicates a light at
the end of the tunnel

Repercussions

Reversing the process of Islamisation in Pakistan will
have its immediate impact on Bangladesh, a country
that broke away to assert its linguistic and cultural iden-
tity rather than subsume them under religious unity.
However, in Bangladesh too, the journey of fundamen-
talism has continued ever since independence.

The Constitution of Bangladesh in 1972 laid down
the principle of secularism: it was declared a Peoples’
Republic rather than an Islamic one. But as soon as
Zia-ur Rahman assumed power after the assassination
of Mujibur Rehman in August 1975, he got clauses
related to secularism deleted. General Ershad, the next
dictator along, introduced two key ideas — Rastra
Dharma (Islam as state religion) and Masjid Kendrit
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Samaj (Mosque-based society) — to reinforce his control.
Gulf money, support of overseas Bangladeshis and the
leadership of the Bangladesh Defence Forces has given
Islamisation a big push in the country that actually has
elements of Hinduism in its typical Bangla culture.

A reversal for fundamentalism in Pakistan in the
region can encourage the secular voices within
Bangladesh. In countries like Sri Lanka and Nepal, the
effect will not be that direct or marked, but Pakistan
opting for the Malaysian way will create a different
ideal for the Muslim youths of these smaller
neighbouring countries. But the repercussions of one
good act can be far-reaching. It may be too much to
hope, but General Musharraf’s resolve for
modernisation rather than uniqueness may prompt
even the king of Bhutan to roll back the soft form of
ethnic cleansing that his regime has been engaged in
for over a decade.

By far the most visible impact of General Musharraf’s
staying the course would be on India, where Pakistan
has been made to look like a synonym of Islamic
fundamentalism. Such propaganda by the formidable
Indian publicity machine unites fundamentalist
Hindus on the one hand and creates fresh recruits for
militant Islamists on the other. The rise of a modern
and secular Pakistan can help reduce the intensity of
both these challenges at one go.

The future

From here, the future is uncertain for three reasons. The
first is we do not know the ability of General Musharraf
to follow through on his domestic turn-around strategy.
The second concerns the amount of international
support the general can manage to garner for his plans
for modernisation of Pakistani thought. The third and
most crucial element that can decide the fate of Paki-
stan’s escape from fundamentalism is the attitude of
India.

Indians need to give General Musharraf (and
Pakistan) a chance to retreat with grace. However, this
seems unlikely. The government in New Delhi is at this
moment too insecure to take the bold step of toning down
its anti-Pakistan rhetoric. The election in Uttar Pradesh
is an important consideration, but the build-up of
nationalism and the growing arrogance of the Indian
upper-middle and middle-classes over the last decade
forms the most sinister backdrop.

It is sad that this first South Asian column should
end on such a gloomy note. But it is our unfortunate
reality that we cannot resolve our own problems and
have to look to Uncle Sam to prevail upon the decision-
makers of the colonial twins to see reason. Just to
conclude on a cheerful note, rebuilding of Afghanistan
may soon start despite the warlords who have started
reappearing on the streets of Kabul. South Asia has,
however, at least seen the light at the end of the Salang

R

tunnel. i
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Passing

The Beloved Witness
Agha Shahid Ali (1949-2001)

ore than any other Kashmiri,

Agha Shahid Ali captured the
spirit of his land and his people with
the power of his writing. Across a life
that spanned five decades and ended
too soon on 8 December, Agha Shahid
transcended imposed identities and
wrote with a simple morality about life
and love and their various intersections
in Kashmir. He died away from his
home in an American hospital, but with the comfort
of his immediate family.

Born in New Delhi on 4 February 1949, Agha
Shahid grew up as a Muslim in Kashmir, and served
as a poet-witness to the travails of the troubled land.
He was educated at the University of Kashmir, Sri-
nagar, and the University of Delhi, before earning a
Ph.D. in English from Pennsylvania State University
(1984) and an M.F.A. from the University of Arizona
(1985). A prolific writer, Agha Shahid published hun-
dreds of poems in his lifetime, including such well-
regarded collections as Rooms Are Never Finished
(2001}, The Country Without a Post Office (1997), The
Beloved Witness: Selected Poems (1992), A Nostalgist’s
Map of America (1991), A Walk Through the Yellow Pag-
es (1987), The Half-Inch Himalayas (1987), In Memory
of Begum Akhtar and Other Poems (1979), and Bone Sculp-
fture (1972). In addition to his creative work, Agha
Shahid was also a celebrated scholar who special-
ised in the works of T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound. In
1986, he published T. S. Eliof as Editor, and later trans-
lated Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s The Rebel’s Silhouette: Select-
ed Poems (1992), and edited Ravishing Disunities: Real
Ghazals in English (2000).

A popular professor and friend to his students,
Agha Shahid made a reputation early on for his
knowledge of Hindustani music, Urdu verse, and the
Modernist movement in Anglo-American poetry.
While teaching at Hindu College in Delhi, he was
much in demand throughout the Subcontinent, and
he frequently visited other institutions to share his
ideas and writings. He held teaching positions at the
University of Delhi and, later, at many of the most
prestigious universities in the United States.

In remembering him, his friend, the editor and
publisher Rukun Advani, wrote, “We are all narcis-
sists in some way, but Shahid had perfected the art of
narcissism. He displayed it unashamedly and was
universally loved for the abandon with which he
could be so unabashedly and coyly full of himself.

He was just so disconcertingly free of pre-
tence in this respect, so entirely unique just
for this reason.” Advani recalls a conversa-
tion with Agha Shahid in which the poet
faced the inevitability of death. “I don't want
immortality through my works,” Agha
Shahid said. “I want immortality by not
dying.”

5, Agha Shahid published many fine works,
but he wrote no truer words than in his 1987

poem “Stationary,” which was published in his volume,
The Half-Inch Himalayas:

The moon did not become the sun.

1t just fell on the desert

in great sheets, reams

of silver handmade by you.

The night is your cottage industry now,
the day is your brisk emporium.

The world is fuil of paper.

Worite to me.

SNOWMEN

My ancestor, a man

of Himalayan snow,

came to Kashmir from Samarkand,
carrying a bag

of whaie bones:

heirlooms from sea funerals.

His skeleton

carved from glaciers, his breath
arctic,

he froze women in his embrace.
His wife thawed into stony water,
her old age a clear

evaporation.

This heirloom,

his skeleton under my skin, passed
from son to grandson,

generations of snowmen on my back.
They tap every yvear on my window,
their voices hushed to ice.

No, they won't let me out of winter,
and ['ve promised myself,

even if I'm the last snowman,

that I'll ride into spring

on their melting shoulders.
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The Environmentalist

by Ajaya Dixit

do not remember how I received India’s

first State of Environment Report published by the
Centre for Science and Environment. Going through
the content of the report, which went deep into the
environmental crisis overtaking the continent-sized
mass of India, it was obviously important to find out,
“Who is Anil Agarwal?” Stereotype would have him
as a trader, but here was a scientist, communicating
complex ideas in a simple and effective style. Then
came CSE’s second report, which covered many as-
pects of water development that engineers and social
scientists alike were not sensitive to.

Anil visited Kathmandu before the 1992 Rio Sum-
mit to deliver a talk on global climate change, and he
ferociously questioned the iniquitous nature of the
debate and the processes of negotiations. He knew
his subject well. He ended his talk saying, “I sound
angry, because 1 am angry.” His forceful style and
commitment did not diminish even as he battled a
cancer he knew was bringing life to an end. After
watching him berate Mr. Bush

Anil Agarwal

Besides floods and forests
and ground water and rural self-
help, once he got hit by cancer
Anil typically turned his persona
tragedytoa learnmg experience for the rest. He homed
in on the carcinogens in our modern lives, and pro-
vided seminal research on pollution, pesticides and
fertilisers. Internationally, he was a strident voice on
equity on global environmental issues. It was he and
the CSE that introduced the concept of per capita pol-
lution allowance in the climate change debate, stat-
ing famously, “Every human being has an equal right
to the atmosphere. Industrialised countries have used
up more than they have the right to, by pumping car-
bon dioxide into the atmosphere since the beginning
of the industrial revolution.”

As someone dedicated to science, people and en-
vironment, Anil Agarwal was not just an Indian. He
was the quintessential South Asian or Subcontinen-
tal, who thought not of nationalism but the quality of
people’s lives. His work was relevant to people ev-
erywhere, across India’s expanse but also in the
neighbouring countries. This was the reason why,
even as the SAARC summit met to discuss the most
narrow-focused, state-centric agendas in Kathmandu
in early January, some of us got together to put out a
condolence announcement in the Kathmandu Post,

saying, “Once there was a South Asian...”

Anil’s devotion to simplifying science and make it
accessible to all was a crusade. Take for example, the
Third State of the Environmental Report, which focused
on floods. The report presents how and why floods
came to be disasters, and how one might respond to
disaster mitigation differently than how the techno-
crats and engineers would have it. Of course, colour
graphics would have made the presentation more ef-
fective. Then came the next report, titled Dying Wis-
dom, which not only set a new standard in presenta-
tion and style, but also single-handedly made rain-
water harvesting a subject of concern and debate. If
today the Groundwater Development Board in India
brings out public notices in newspapers asking New
Delhi’s residents to tap their roof water and feed into
wells, it was primarily the result of the work by Anil
and his able colleagues at CSE.

Indeed, CSE created the space for the so many ide-
alistic young men and women to pursue the under-
standing of the environmental issues in India. Many
who joined the ‘crusade’ to bring out the state of the
environment reports continue to contribute to India’s
public life — Kalpana Sharma, Ravi Chopra, Sunita
Narain, Dhunu Roy, Himansu Thakkar and many

others who are at the forefront of en-

and Mr. Blair regarding their po- Once g vironment discourse in India. No
sition on global climate change i nation-statism among this lot.

in Star TV early this year, know- there was Behind the angry and arrogant
ing people in the far corners of . environmentalist that was his pub-
South Asia would have said, a South € lic face, was a sensitive human be-
“This is our Anil!” Asian i ing. Once, sharing a meal in Stock-

i holm, 1 asked Anil why he had not
- chosen a corporate career like so
- many of IIT (Kanpur) graduates such

as him. “Our college was detached
even from its physical surroundmgs I did not want
my life to detached from my society.”

Early on his career, he confronted the Herculean
task of sensitising an insular national bureaucracy.
The best way he could contribute to bridge that gap
was by making knowledge accessible, available and
understandable. He set high standards, academical-
ly and professionally, for himself and those around
him. Unlike so many who cry fashionably in the wil-
derness, Anil also made the effort to work with the
‘establishment’ in India. Ever the scientist, his goal
was always to see that the people received succor and
the environment saved. He therefore had no political-
Iy correct ideological agenda keeping him from work-
ing with government, for example. As the powerful
entity that rules our lives, if necessary we have to go
with the bureucrats and politicians to bring change.

As he was battling the third attack of cancer, I had
asked him why he did not come to Kathmandu more
often. “Woh upar wala mere ko bulata rahata hai, kya
karun, ana to chahata hun,” he replied (I would like to
come, but the person upstairs keeps calling me.} A
few months later, Anil had departed. B







[n the Wake of the Tests

Whether you are stridently anti-nuclear, or
“anti-nuclear but faint of heart,” this book is

for you.

As war-clouds have gathered yet
again above South Asia after
the 13 December attack on the
Indian Parliament, and as the
prospects sooner or later of a nuc-
lear confrontation grow larger, this
volume on the Indian and Pakistani
decisions to test and deploy nucle-
ar weapons is a timely contribution.
Smitu Kothari and Zia Mian, two
well-known South Asian academ-
ics-activists, have produced a use-
ful anti-nuciear handbook, and
something much more than that.
This handsome, portable volume is
essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand what hap-
pened in May 1998, when India and
Pakistan tested a series of nuclear
weapons, and what the consequenc-
es of those fateful decisions may
have. Indeed, as the two countries
joust and threaten retaliation and
counter-retaliation, it seems clear
enough that we are living one of the
consequences of those momentous,
flawed decisions. For all the taik of
peace and stability attendant on
going nuclear, this is the third cri-
sis since 1998 (the Kargil war, the
hijacking of IC 814 and 13 Decem-
ber).

Out of the Nuclear Shadow is not
just one of the best collections of anti-
nuclear writings ever assembled, it
is also a rare political document.
The many distinguished contribu-
tors, some of whom are household
names in the region if not interna-
tionally, do not stop at a critique of
the Indian and Pakistani tests and
the two nuclear weapons progra-
mmes. Their net is cast wider, on the
larger question of what the tests tell
us about contemporary state and
society in South Asia and the broad-
er issues of international relations.

Whether or not you agree with

the anti-nuclear positions held by
the contributors, there is the plea-
sure of engaging in the passionate,
intelligent, critical writing by some
of the best known public intellectu-
als of the Subcontinent. Where else
can you get, in one place, Mahatma
Gandhi, Eqbal Ahmed, Rajni Kot-
hari, Beena Sarwar, IA Rahman,
Praful Bidwai, Amartya Sen, Tani-

Out of the Nuclear Shadow
" Edited by Smitu'Kothari and Zila Mian
Palgrave Press, 2002
ISBN 1 B4277 058 6
pp 400, USD 69.85

reviewed by Kanti Bajpai

ka Sarkar, Surendra Gadekar, An-
and Patwardhan, Kumkun Sangari,
Shiv Vishwanathan, Ashis Nandy,
Aijaz Ahmad, Zafarullah Khan, T
Jayaraman, Pervez Hoodbhoy, Ac-
hin Vanaik, Lalita Ramdas, AH
Nayar, Bittu Sehgal, and Amulya
Reddy?

A concerned citizen would find
one more reason to invest in this fine
volume: a full 150 pages are devot-
ed to anti-nuclear statements by
groups from across the region (in-
cluding the smaller countries of
South Asia), six evocative poems, an
excellent, largely non-partisan
bibliography (including references
to pro-nuclear writings), and a list
of films, peace organisations and

websites. Those who want more in-
formation, alternative perspec-
tives, and a way of getting involved
in anti-nuclear and other peace ini-
tiatives will find no better resource.

The volume consists, in the
main, of thirty or so essays of
varying length, some spectacularly
well known such as “The End of
Imagination” by Arundhati Roy;
some written in the immediate
shocking aftermath of the tests
(Egbal Ahmed, Atjaz Ahmad); some
written up to two years later, such
as Amartya Sen’s “India and the
Bomb”. Virtually all of the pieces
published here are reprints or revi-
sions of earlier articles: putting
them all together is a contribution
to the anti-nuclear struggle in and
of itself. Those who are anti-nucle-
ar but faint of heart, or who falter
now and then, should draw suste-
nance from the fact that the best
minds and spirits of the region are
unequivocally and forthrightly
against these terrible weapons.
Those who are published here may
themselves be surprised by the
quantity and quality of what was
written in the wake of the tests. The
efforts of Princeton scholar Zia Mian
and Delhi-based environmentalist
Smitu Kothari thus help to create a
new, virtual community of novelists,
poets, social and natural scientists,
journalists and activists, all bound
by concern for nuclear weaponisa-
tion.

What is the message of the book?
Clearly, it is ranged against the test-
ing, development, deployment, and
use or threat of use of nuclear weap-
ons. Everyone here, either explicitly
or implicitly, is for complete nucle-
ar disarmament by both India and
Pakistan and also by the other nu-
clear powers. No one sees any mer-
it in the arguments of nuclear deter-
rence. Even Amartya Sen’s essay,
easily the least polemical in the vol-
ume, in the end must be read as be-
ing anti-deterrent. On the other
hand, there are no Polyannas here.
No one thinks that the Indian and
Pakistani programmes can be easi-
ly stopped and dismantled, or that
the Subcontinental addiction to
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in the India-Pakistan standoff after
13 December, and that deterrence is
an edifice that must eventually fail.
Economically, they will learn of the

nuclear weapons can be overcome
in the near future. Nor do any of the
contributors believe that global
nuclear disarmament is around the
corner. No one is predicting im-
mediate nuclear war either: there
are no irresponsible alarmists here.
As for building an anti-nuclear
movement, there is a goodly sense

AT AN ARG

Atomic decisions
affect domestic insti-

that this will be an arduous tome tUtlonSs
which will encounter great resis- threaten
tance. There is passionate, critical

intensity in many of the essays and democracy and

a cool, analytical sensibility in
others. There are no fanciful, wide-
eyed agitators; no one is trivial or

accountability,
militarise societies

innocent.
What will readers learn from and,debase
these various essays? They will science.

learn that there is a whole range of
military, economic, political, moral
and existential reasons for oppos-
ing nuclear weapons. Militarily, it
can be shown that nuclear weap-
ons produce more insecurity than
security, as indeed they produced

toll nuclear weapons extract from
economic growth and development.
Politically, they will learn that atom-
ic decisions affect domestic institu-
tions and the cut and thrust of ideo-
logical contests, that they threaten
democracy and accountability in
public life; they militarise societ-
ies and debase science; and they
impoverish our notions of na-
tionalism — in sum, that these
decisions are not merely secu-
rity choices in the national in-
terest. Morally, this book
shows that nuclear weapons
are an abomination as no
other weapons have been
- historically, and
g * that even deter-
' / rence, which is
the threat to use
7 nuclear weapons, is
“¥ objectionable. Lastly,
#7”  they will learn that nucle-
ar weapons are an existential
nightmare, for any use of nucle-
ar weapons will be a physical
catastrophe, one that will kill
and maim millions of human be-
ings, destroy their societies, and
burn and poison the world for
all living beings.
Could the anthology have
been better than it is? At

SUBHAS RAl

s AT i&, a- 500 pages, it is a large
B . (NS volume already. Never-
Sl Y 3 ' theless, there are gaps that

could have been filled. For
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instance, it would have been useful
to include at least a couple of pieces
by non-South Asians, such as an in-
dependent-minded Chinese schol-
ar, someone from Japan, and from
the West. A former general or admi-
ral making the case for the useless-
ness of nuclear weapons would
have been a tactical gain for the col-
lection. Admiral L. Ramdas from In-
dia could have written just such a
piece, or the American, Lee Butler
(the volume does have a statement
by retired South Asian generals, but
it is too hortatory to be very useful).
Third, the collection lacks a good,
exclusive essay on the prospects of
global disarmament. Fourth, Ouf of
the Nuclear Shadow needed an essay
that struggles with the difficulties
and contradictions that will have to
be faced by and within the anti-nu-
clear movements in both India and
Pakistan (the two movements are
uniikely to face the same hur- dles).
Comparisons with the US and Eu-
ropean cases, or Japan, would have
enlivened such an essay. Fifth, there
are some personal favourites miss-
ing from the volume, especially the
pieces by Sumit Sarkar, Partha Chat-
terjee, and Rustom Bharucha in Eco-
nomic and Political Weekly. Also, an
extract from Amitav Ghosh’s New
Yorker article (and later book, Couni-
down?) would have been useful. If
memory serves, Ramchandra Guha
had an interesting commentary on
the tests as well. Finally, a ques-
tion: was there nothing in Hindi or
the other vernacular languages
worth reprinting?

These minor reservations not-
withstanding, Out of the Nuclear
Shadow is a terrific addition to the
growing archive of sophisticated
and critical-minded works on South
Asian nuclearisation. Smitu Kot-
hari and Zia Mian have done Indi-
ans, Pakistanis and all South Asi-
ans a service by publishing this se-
lection. Anyone who cares about
war and peace and democracy and
the welfare of a billion and a half
people should surely buy this
anthology.
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