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TABLE I[: SMAR CHUNG (CONSONANTS)
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ROMAN | DBU CAN | DBUMED | VAN EVERDING | LOKESH | CHAPHUR| SHERAB SHERAB BELIING BEUING
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References

VAN MANEN: Collection of Bon texts in Johan van Manen Tibetan Collection. LKERN 2740/B9.

EVERDING: Title and Location List of Dieter Schuh’s Microfilm Collection of Bon po Texts, compiled by Karl-Heinz Everding. (Results of the Nepal German Project on High Mountain Archaeology, Part VII), pp.133f.,
Institut Tibetan & Buddhist Studies GmbH, Halle (Saale) (2001).

LOKESH CHANDRA: Indian Scripts in Tibet. Reproduced by Lokesh Chandra from the Collection of Prof. Raghuvira, p.60, New Delhi (1982).

CHAPHUR: Yig gzugs du ma'i ma phyi gzhon nu mdzes pa'i lang tsho, Bya phur Nam mkha' rgyal mtshan, pp.11ff., Dolanji: Bon Monastic Centre, (1994).

SHERAB NYIMA: Yig rigs ma phyi mkhas dgu'i mdzes rgyan, Yig rigs brgya yi ma phyi 'dzam gling mkhas dgu'i mdzes rgyan phyogs las rnam rgyal, by sNang rgyal A ti Shes rab nyi ma, pp.303-307, published by Bod
gzhung shes rig las khungs, Delhi (2003).

BEIJING (SMAR CHUNG): Bod kyi yig rnying zhib jug, p.803ff., Mi rigs dpe skrun khang, Beijing (2003).

Note: In the Zhangzhung script table by Andrew West (see table 3), there are two different scripts listed as Zhangzhung sMar chung script (sMar chung A (i.e. from Lokesh Chandra, p.60) and sMar chung B
(i.e. from Sherab Nyima, pp.310f.)). However, the latter is not identified as sMar chung by the author of the book, Sherab Nyima, but he instead identifies it as Zhang zhung gi gter yig. For unknown reasons,
Andrew West did not list the sMar chung by Sherab Nyima (i.e. from pp.303-307) in his table. It is not sure how Andrew came to identify that script as sMar chung script, probably he did not have access to
Sherab Nyima’s book. Therefore, the sMar chung B (according to Andrew West) is not included in this table. There is a script called Srin yig in the same book by Sherab Nyima (p.232), which seems to be
interesting to compare with the sMar chung scripts.
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TABLE II: SMAR CHEN (VOWELS & CONJUNCTS)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
ROMAN DBU CAN DBU MED 77 SEAL YN/ HUMMEL LOKESH CHAPHUR BON SGO 8 SHERAB BEIJING
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TABLE II: SMAR CHEN (CONSONANTS)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
YA/ LOKESH SHERAB
ROMAN DBU CAN DBU MED ZZ SEAL Dictionary HUMMEL CHANDRA CHAPHUR BON 5GO 8 NYIMA BEIJING
sMar chen sMar chen sMar chen sMar chen sMar chen
sMar chen sMar chen sMar chen
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References

ZZ SEAL (Namdak 1997/1983, p.28 and Bon sgo, Vol.8 (1995), p.55).

NAMKHAI NORBU, dBu med, pp.44f., Dharamsala 1984 (1981).

ZZ Dictionary: Zhu yi Rnal 'byor Nyi ma grags pa, Sgra yi don sdeb snang gsal sgron me (added English title: Tibetan Zhang Zhung Dictionary), pp.1-22, Delhi (1965).

LOKESH CHANDRA, Indian Scripts in Tibet. Reproduced by Lokesh Chandra from the Collection of Prof. Raghuvira, p.60, New Delhi (1982).

CHAPHUR: Yig gzugs du ma'i ma phyi gzhon nu mdzes pa'i lang tsho, pp.7-9, by Bya phur Nam mkha' rgyal mtshan, Dolanji: Bon Monastic Centre, (1994).

HUMMEL , Zhang zhung smar yig che, On Zhang zhung, p.21, (2000).

BON SGO 8, (shes rig, bon gyi yig rigs nang nas rdzib gzugs), (1995), p.86.

SHERAB NYIMA, Yig rigs ma phyi mkhas dgu'i mdzes rgyan, Yig rigs brgya yi ma phyi 'dzam gling mkhas dgu'i mdzes rqyan phyogs las rnam rgyal, by sNang rgyal A ti Shes rab nyi ma, pp.310-31, published by Bod
gzhung shes rig las khungs, Delhi (2003).

BEIJING (sMar chen) Bod kyi yig rnying zhib jug, p.804, Mi rigs dpe skrun khang, Beijing (2003).

Notes

1. From this chart it looks like the characters in sMar chen in the texts of SHERAB NYIMA, BON SGO 8, CHAPHUR and ZZ SEAL (columns 9, 8, 7, 3) form a single category (“square variety”); the next four
columns (6, 3, 5, and 10) in the texts of LOKESH CHANDRA (taken from the work of Prof. Raghuvira, and his source is not known), ZZ Dictionary, HUMMEL, BEJING (dMar chen) seem to form a different
category (“slightly cursive” or “slightly rounded variety”); the first category (“square variety”) is internally more homogeneous, the second category is more heterogeneous.

2. The style in ZZ Dictionary (Column 3) work seems to turn towards a type of cursive which is usually seen when the material is not stone or (copper, silver or gold) plate; even though at this point it is not
sure whether the script was ever actually used in an early period.

3. sMar chen in HUMMEL (2000) in column 5 tends to align with sMar chen in ZZ Dictionary (column 3).

4. sMar chen in BEIJING (column 10) seems a more developed, perhaps a later or derived specimen or style.
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TABLE III: SPUNGS CHEN AND SPUNGS CHUNG (VOWELS & CONJUNCTS)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
ROMAN DBU CAN | DBU MED JOSEP JOSEP LOKESH LOKESH CHAPHUR SHERAB SHERAB BEIJING
ALAY ALAY CHANDRA | CHANDRA sPungs NYIMA NYIMA sPungs
sPungs sPungs sPungs sPungs chen sPungs sPungs
chen chung chen chung chen chung
DBU WH
DANDA ”
A O\ \‘a"
A?
I k"
N
E k"

143

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BON RESEARCH
Volume 1 Inaugural Issue (2013)



144 HENK BLEZER, KALSANG NORBU GURUNG, AND SARAJU RATH

O N
7z
AU N
CANDRA
BINDU
O
AUM o
cf. Cﬂ
(2N .
KI TW
KI
KU @'
\ v
KE ’T‘
\/'
KO ’T‘

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BON RESEARCH
Volume 1 Inaugural Issue (2013)



145

KAM

KYA

KRA

KLA

KVA

RKA

RKYA

LKA

SKA

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BON RESEARCH
Volume 1 Inaugural Issue (2013)



146 HENK BLEZER, KALSANG NORBU GURUNG, AND SARAJU RATH

SKRA(U) a'

SKYA a'

SKRYO

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BON RESEARCH
Volume 1 Inaugural Issue (2013)



TABLE III: SPUNGS CHEN AND SPUNGS CHUNG (CONSONANTS)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

ROMAN DBU CAN | DBU MED JOSEP JOSEP LOKESH LOKESH CHAPHUR SHERAB SHERAB BEIJING
ALAY ALAY CHANDRA | CHANDRA sPungs NYIMA NYIMA sPungs
sPungs sPungs sPungs sPungs chen sPungs sPungs

chen chung chen chung chen chung

E q

KHA [ m
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References

JOSEP ALAY: 'Phrul gyi yi ge bzhi bcu rgyal bstan gsal ba'i sgron me, written by Drung mu wer zhi (=g-Yung drung rgyal mtshan?) in Fire-Pig year (i.e. 1887AD). The manuscript is obtained by Josep Llufs Alay.

LOKESH CHANDRA: Indian Scripts in Tibet. Reproduced by Lokesh Chandra from the Collection of Prof. Raghuvira, New Delhi, (1982) p. 59.

CHAPHUR: Yig gzugs du ma'i ma phyi gzhon nu mdzes pa'i lang tsho, by Bya phur Nam mkha' rgyal mtshan, pp.3ff., Dolanji: Bon Monastic Centre, (1994).

* CHAPHUR does not give the sPungs chung script.

SHERAB NYIMA: Yig rigs ma phyi mkhas dgu'i mdzes rgyan, Yig rigs brgya yi ma phyi 'dzam gling mkhas dgu'i mdzes rqyan phyogs las rnam rgyal, by sNang rgyal A ti Shes rab nyi ma, pp. 268-74 (sPungs chen) & pp.
283-8 (sPungs chung), published by Bod gzhung shes rig las khungs, Delhi (2003).

BEIJING (sPungs): Bod kyi yig rnying zhib 'jug, p.803, Mi rigs dpe skrun khang, Beijing (2003).
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TABLE [V: BRU SHA (VOWELS)

ROMAN DBUCAN | DBU MED JOSEP ALAY LOKESH CHAPHUR SHERAB NYIMA | ASIA CENTRALE GILGIT MS.
CHANDRA ET GILGIT MS.
DBU H
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R
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TABLE IV: BRU SHA (CONSONANTS)

ROMAN DBU CAN DBU MED JOSEP ALAY LOKESH CHAPHUR SHERAB NYIMA ASIA GILGIT, MS.
CHANDRA CENTRALE ET
GILGIT, MS.

KA TW
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1. Gilgit manuscripts, Nalinaksha Dutt; Vol.I, ed. by Nalinaksha Dutt, Srinagar: His Highness’ Government, Jammu and Kashmir, (1939).
2. Gilgit manuscripts, Nalinaksha Dutt; Vol.II, part 1, Srinagar: His Highness’ Government, Jammu and Kashmir, (1949-1954).

3. Gilgit manuscripts, Nalinaksha Dutt; Vol.II, part 2-3, Calcutta, (1950-1954).
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TABLE V: COMPARATIVE TABLE ZZ AND THE N-E GROUP OF INDIC SCRIPTS (VOWELS)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Roman Brahmi Gupta Gupta dBucan | dBumed Josep Josep Josep Van Lokesh Ranjana Lantsa Vartu Bengali Maithili Oriya
Maurya | 4thc.AD | 6thc. AD Alay Alay Alay Manen Chandra N-E N-E N-E N-E N-E
(3rd c. Ins. PL MS sPungs sPungs Bru sha sMar sMar
BC) Ins. chen chung chung chen
DBU
DANDA g l
AUM 3
A & ﬂ
ja ja a
KI a
ni ni i ;
ti .
' ki
KI a
t ' a
- T\Tl i &
nu u
nu
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R &t %2 s

ah

* These letters are followed in Indian alphabetical system where as they are absent in Tibetan system.
* These letters are followed in Tibetan alphabetical system where as they are absent in Indian system.

Column No. 1-3 show the illustration of early varieties of Indian alphabets.
Column No. 4 -10 show Tibetan and few ZZ varieties.
Column No. 11-16 show the illustration of North-Eastern group of Indian alphabets.

References

(Column 5) NAMKHAI NORBU, dBu med, pp.44f., Dharamsala 1984 (1981).

(Column 1-3) G. OJHA: Indian Paleography, Plate 16, 19 (revised and enlarged second edition from 1918), New Delhi (1993).

(Column 6-8) JOSEP ALAY: 'Phrul gyi yi ge bzhi bcu rgyal bstan gsal ba'i sgron me, written by Drung mu wer zhi (=g-Yung drung rgyal mtshan?) in Fire-Pig year (i.e. 1887 AD). The manuscript is obtained by Josep
Llufs Alay.

(Column 9) VAN MANEN: Collection of Bon texts in Johan van Manen Tibetan Collection. I.KERN 2740,/B9.

(Column 10) LOKESH CHANDRA: Indian Scripts in Tibet. Reproduced by Lokesh Chandra from the Collection of Prof. Raghuvira, p.60, New Delhi (1982).

(Columns 11-12) , www.lantsha-vartu.org, (mainly for consonants)

(Column 12-13), Das, S.C.: “The Sacred and Ornamental Characters of Tibet”, RASB, Pt.1, No.2, (Plate 1-9), Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta (1888) (for vowels and conjuncts)

(Columns 14-16) OJHA: Indian Paleography, Plate 16, 78, 79 (revised and enlarged second edition from 1918), New Delhi (1993).

* These sa and $a are taken from G. Ojha, Indian Paleography, Plate II, (Khalsi floor inscription, 3™ Century BC); tha is taken from PL. II (Shivalika Pillar inscription, 3" century BC, Dehli)
Rest (Column 3) is taken from Ojha, Plate I, (Girnar Inscription by Maurya King Ashoka, 3" Century BC).
Zhu yi Rnal 'byor Nyi ma grags pa, Sgra yi don sdeb snang gsal sgron me (English title: Tibetan Zhang Zhung Dictionary), pp.1-22, Delhi (1965).

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BON RESEARCH
Volume 1 Inaugural Issue (2013)




161
TABLE V: COMPARATIVE TABLE ZZ AND N-E GROUP OF INDIC SCRIPTS (CONSONANTS)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Roman Brahmi Gupta Gupta dBu can dBu Josep Josep Josep Van Lokesh Ranjana Lantsa Vartu Bengali Maithili Oriya
Maurya | 4thc.AD | 6thc. AD med Alay Alay Alay Manen Chandra N-E N-E N-E N-E N-E
3rd c. BC Ins. PL MS sPungs sPungs Bru sha sMar sMar
Ins. chen chung chung chen
- il | @
KHA Q m
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GHA a
NA I~ Q ‘ i gl
CA 6' q
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JHA 1
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SA N
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* These letters are followed in Indian alphabetical system where as they are absent in Tibetan system.
* These letters are followed in Tibetan alphabetical system where as they are absent in Indian system.
Column No. 1-3 show the illustration of early varieties of Indian alphabets.

Column No. 4 -10 show Tibetan and few ZZ varieties.

Column No. 11-16 show the illustration of North-Eastern group of Indian alphabets.

References

(Column 5) NAMKHAI NORBU, dBu med, pp.44f., Dharamsala 1984 (1981).

(Column 1-3) G. OJHA: Indian Paleography, Plate 1, 2, 16, 17, 19 (revised and enlarged second edition from 1918), New Delhi (1993).

(Column 6-8) JOSEP ALAY: 'Phrul gyi yi ge bzhi bcu rgyal bstan gsal ba'i sgron me, written by Drung mu wer zhi (=g-Yung drung rgyal mtshan?) in Fire-Pig year (i.e. 1887 AD). The manuscript is obtained by Josep
Llufs Alay.

(Column 9) VAN MANEN: Collection of Bon texts in Johan van Manen Tibetan Collection. I.KERN 2740,/B9.

(Column 10) LOKESH CHANDRA: Indian Scripts in Tibet. Reproduced by Lokesh Chandra from the Collection of Prof. Raghuvira, p.60, New Delhi (1982).

(Columns 11-13), www.lantsha-vartu.org

(Columns 14-16) OJHA: Indian Paleography, Plate 16, 78, 79 (revised and enlarged second edition from 1918), New Delhi (1993).

* These sa and $a are taken from G. Ojha, Indian Paleography, Plate 11, (Khalsi floor inscription, 3™ century BC); tha is taken from PLII (Shivalika Pillar inscription, 3™ century BC, Delhi).
Rest (Column 3) is taken from Ojha, Plate I, (Girnar Inscription by Maurya King Ashoka, 3" century BC).

Zhu yi Rnal 'byor Nyi ma grags pa, Sgra yi don sdeb snang gsal sgron me (English title: Tibetan Zhang Zhung Dictionary), pp.1-22, Delhi (1965).

TABLE V*: © Saraju Rath, International Institute for Asian Studies (see also Rath 2011, p.189 and 2012, p.53)
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Table VI: TRANSLITERATION OF SMAR CHUNG TITLES BY KALSANG NORBU GURUNG, BASED ON EVERDING (2001), PP.133F.

JS 1960
| By A R B gy

—

| 85 |3 |8 S [sey (& sew F )
// | khyad |par bye |braggis |dbus phyogs bzhugs sh

JS 2110
il ARG St i G tal ki

) v v X7 v v v v [N v N7 v > v ra
T T S s s S S O T
?? 1// | gsang sngags sdzong | 'phrang | zab pa |cig yod 0 a // | ?7?
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JS 2110 (C)
ﬂN:’gﬂN’“g:’(E:')aﬁ:'gqm'(gzm')gH

Sl S S E i S E

gsang sngags sdzong | phrang |sdzogs sho |//

JS2110a

: gqmg@wmxwé’ﬁ 1

tle [SI |s= [ )

? |thugs |dgyes |par |mdzod|//

JS 2655 (looks more like dbu med)

| q@n’:’gzdﬁq:’q@mﬂwgqﬂ'gzw”

| |wsss [¥F [sRs [§ [ [T (A [maw v I
// | g-yung drung | tshe | dbang | gi rgyal | po I sngags sgrub //
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JS 2656
e || &manﬁqmw?ﬁx‘a'@'ﬁ:’qxn@ﬂwﬁﬂ

QM
N9 ” NRR" Q§; ﬂNK7 ﬁi' N %’ B NN Q@ﬂm' ﬁz H
@@ |// | mkha' 'gro gsang skor ma |nu |tshang | par bzhugs sho | //
JS 2666
ﬁzq:'ngqu@qﬁ(g)

~ ~ ~
RQC' ﬂ' ﬂq' A Q@ﬂm'
dbang | gi phrin |las bzhugso

JS 2667
aRakar AR UML)

o v N, >, No—v X7
s [AYR T |R S NEIN
% |dbang |gi ngo |sprod bzhugso
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JS 2670
g G‘lﬁé(i)g N@q@(q%)éqmiﬂaaw%ﬁafq§§qm@mqﬁmﬁg

o e . o N+ = 1t v A, Y v N e v
S|w & |y |8 |sEg ¥ |3 TN NEAN G 3= ||
% |a om |hum | % | mkhyen |stse |stobs kyis sems nyid mngon | du
-
L 4
%ﬁv ay @q]v (3\5'0\1' ﬁv g
ston |la phyag | 'tshallo | %
JS 2671
~~ ~~
g avqgavx:vﬂmmvﬁqvmv @qvqémvmvg
e
g av QQ&' :R:v QWNG\]' ﬁqv ay @q]v C{f"d'ﬁ" g
% | sku | bsum rang | gsal sgron | la phyag ‘tshal lo/ | %
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| <& R R =
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v v N v v Vv
0 S o A S
// | phan | gdags yig chung | ngo
JS 2745
00 .~ NEN N —- X v
oo SMA RIS SN TS 1
00 v "c\v v N — v X
5o AR | ATA qN= R NEIN 3 L
%% | mkha' |'gro'i gsang spyod | bzhugs sho |! |//]|!
JS 2780
" v C\'\/ v v X7
f e RANF GG
i K S G A
? |phur |pa'i |don |bshad |bzhugssho |/
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JS 2782
ﬁq'gl'@m'@'ngmﬂa'ﬁxngﬂwﬁg

olo

?fq' S 23 N | e

E eI e IR E

S

'og klu | yul du bsgrags pa’i skor | bzhugs %

JS 2793
2 a8 B Rayaid arraE aga ()

N N ~~

N |

T[S Rg |RJo o (s [ ]]

gtan tshigs |rig pa'i | gal mdo | bzhugs
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JS 2825

CENa) B RARAR AR AT § [GR AR Y G RIS AR RSN A ﬁﬁgaﬁg

G M - O e S S

snyan |rgyud |chog |drug |dbang |dang |bcas pa%

3R |3y |87 |RRR |RR|ReW SECUES K82
khyad | par snyan | rgyud | dbang dang | bcas pa |yod do% |ithi%
JS 2826

o v N Vo o

I A S

g q‘qv ng %ﬁv qav ﬁqv aiv g

% |gab |sbas |ston |pa'i |sgron|ma | %
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IS 2858
: @6&\1'64'%q'ﬁ'@ﬁ'@'@%ﬂ&'ﬁqmaaﬂéq'Q'qgﬂm'r\r‘?mﬁg

s |BaN & %ﬁ' X S ) acéql\r R s @ qéﬂ' x| AR

% |byams |ma |chen |mo |byad |kyi | 'jigs skyobs ma |yi | bzlog pa bzhugs
N

S A o

pa legso %
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