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T inkhya (Tundikhel) was a vast open space set aside by 
Kathmandu’s ancient rulers and indigenous people for social 

and cultural events. It originally stretched from where the Dasrath 
Stadium is today to Rani Pokhari in the north. Over the centuries, 
successive rulers and government agencies fragmented the space.

1671: King Pratap Malla constructed Rani Pokhari on the northern 
end of Tundikhel. 

1956: The southern section of Tundikhel was turned into a stadium 
to mark the coronation of King Mahendra. 

1961: Shahid Gate was built with a road that bifurcated Tundikhel 
into two halves. The Royal Nepal Army then occupied the northern 
end for a parade pavilion.

1962: Ratna Park, dedicated to Queen Ratna, was carved out 
of Tundikhel, and in 1973 the Khula Manch open-air theatre 
was added.

2010s: T he Army took over the southern half of 
Tundikhel and captured the Thapathali-Bhadrakali road.

2016: The bus park was shifted to Khula Manch and parts 
were rented out to vendors. 

2022: KMC proposed a three-storey underground parking at 
Khula Manch, but abandoned the idea after public outrage.

2024: KMC now plans to build two football fi elds at Khula 
Manch.
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