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PEAK 
SEASON

 It has been a century since 
Mallory and Irvine may or may 
not have reached the summit 

of Mt Everest. Mountaineering in 
Nepal has changed a lot since that 
first British expedition in 1924. 

Everest gets bad press for traffic 
jams, garbage and frozen corpses.  
But such is the draw of the world’s 
highest peak that climbers just 
keep coming. The other reason 
for gridlocks on Sagarmatha is the 

Climbing Permits by Peaks in Nepal Himalaya
(in 2023)
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Of 374 open peaks in Nepal 

346 had no climbers in 2023
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Expeditions on 7,000m and 8,000m peaks (in %)

41% 
on Mt 
Everest 
(95% on 
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route)
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own companies, bringing prices 
down, so more climbers came.   

“Local companies have vastly 
improved,” says Dawa Steven 
Sherpa of Asian Trekking. “Nepalis 
are no longer exclusively in the 
servant-porter role. Sherpas are 
now world class mountaineers.”  

Climber and author Edward 
Morgan says news of traffic jams 
on Everest spread the myth that the 
Nepal Himalaya is crowded (page 

8-9). Actually, 346 of the 374 peaks 
in Nepal open for climbing had no 
expeditions in 2023, and 41% of all 
climbers were on Everest.  

Climber Billi Bierling points 
to the brighter side. “Everybody 
has their own reason to climb, and 
the vast majority of people on the 
slopes are working together.”
Vishad Onta

tectonic shift in the business of 
mountaineering from foreign to 
domestic operators. 

Before 2013, Nepali guides were 
mostly ground handling agents for 
international expeditions. That was 
also the year when 100 Sherpas 
had the world’s highest fistfight 
with three European mountaineers 
climbing Alpine style. 

After that, Nepali guides started 
working with clients through their 
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HIMALAYAN VERTICALS: One of the 
most challenging routes left in Nepal are 

on the South Face of Lhotse, 8,516m. 
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