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PAD POWER

Menstruation remains taboo in Nepal. Follow Nepali Times to the 
scenic village of Patlekhet in Kavre, where local women in the Dharti 
Mata Sustainable Workshop produce eco-friendly, sustainable cotton 
pads while also spreading menstruation knowledge around the 
village. Watch the video on our YouTube channel.
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Decentralising power in Nepal
by Bikash Pandey
The well-known cancellation of Arun III in 1995 and the availability 
of alternative models led to Nepal's decentralised power 
development. It matters that this distributed generation and 
storage of electricity is close to the point of use. Join the discussion 
online.

World Bank flip-flop on Upper Arun
by Ramesh Kumar
Thirty years after pulling out of Arun III, the World Bank has 
gone quiet on investing in the Upper Arun hydropower project.
This would be Nepal’s largest hydropower project so far 
with an estimated cost of $1.8 billion. Follow us for the latest 
developments.

Japan-born struggle to ‘be Nepali’
by Pinki Sris Rana
In several Nepali families in Japan, it is the children who are 
having to adjust to being caught in between two worlds. Many 
have to cope with the double adjustment of first arriving in Nepal, 
and then returning to school in Nepal. Read story on our wbsite 
and watch the video.

Most visited online page

QUOTES      

Yem Yāh
by Alok Siddhi Tuladhar
Kathmandu’s Great Autumnal Festival that celebrates the rain god 
for a bountiful rice harvest, has many popular myths associated 
with it. We dig deeper to uncover the layers through which its 
history has evolved. Visit nepalitimes.com for details.

  

RSP’s RSVP

Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
Nepal’s social media platforms are bursting with 
anger against the main parties. There are signs that 
Prime Minister Oli and other senior coalition figures 
are aware that newer political entrants could ride the 
wave of public outrage against incumbents.
 
Forester @kuenvmgt504
The proposed amendment to the Constitution is 
seen by many as a gerrymandering strategy for the 
2027 election by abolishing inclusion provisions. 
Stingy incompetent intolerant rulers and majoritarian 
political parties the MAJOR PROBLEMS not the 
Constitition.
 
Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
"Nepal will always remain in my heart as one of the 
most beautiful places I have visited, with warm people 
and an amazing culture," says outgoing Romanian 
Ambassador Daniela-Mariana Sezonov Ţane.

Josep Prat @jprat
My first solo trip outside of Europe was to Nepal. An 
experience that marked me from the moment I arrived 
at Kathmandu airport. In love with temples and their 
fantastic 'momos'.

BIOGRAPHY OF A THOUGHT

Tenzing Rigdol's installation ‘Biography of a Thought’ is a powerful 
centrepiece at The Met in New York, and a historic moment for 
Himalayan art. While drawing on Buddhist ideas, practices, and artistic 
formats seen in the surrounding galleries, the installation presents our 
world from a secular perspective. Watch video by The Met. Review on 
page 8-9.

Following the release of the report by 
the Parliamentary Special Investigation 
Committee on the cooperatives fraud, 

RSP member Shisir Khanal made a rather 
bizarre statement to the media.

While defending the alleged involvement 
of his boss Rabi Lamichhane and his 
tv venture partner G B Rai in diverting 
the savings of depositors of multiple 
cooperatives, he said: “G B Rai was already so 
rich, why would Rabiji investigate the source 
of his investment? Would you ask Binod 
Chaudhary where he got his money if he 
wanted to invest in your media?” 

Khanal was a former RSP education 
minister and co-chair of the reputed Teach 
for Nepal. For someone who claims to have 
joined politics to reform Nepal’s education 
sector, this was woefully underwhelming. 

Lamichhane is 
innocent until proven 
guilty by the courts. 
But there is no smoke 
without fire, and the 
man’s political career so 
far during several tenures 
as home minister has 
been, to put it politely, 
questionable.

Other RSP technocrats like economist 
Swarnim Wagle, IT entrepreneur Sumana 
Shrestha and physician Toshima Karki joined 
the party because they believed in nurturing 
an ethical political ecosystem in Nepal. We 
understand that they have to toe the party 
line, but they all say the committee gave 
Lamichhane a clean chit. Which it did not.  

To be sure, there is evidence that the NC 
and UML connived in June to topple the 
Maoist-led coalition in which Lamichhane 
was home minister because his investigation 
into the fake refugee and Jhapa tea estate land 
scam were getting close to the top leaders of 
both parties.

Besides that, Nepal’s two biggest parties 
in the current coalition also want to prevent 
the RSP from getting too popular before the 
next elections in 2027. The RSP vs NC-UML 
prize fight therefore is looking like the pot 
calling the kettle black. 

For the RSP’s own sake, and to bolster 
its original image of a new alternative party 
that stands for good governance, integrity and 
delivery, it needs to purge itself of a leader 
who is always neck deep in serial scandals. 

Lamichhane is behaving exactly like the 
elderly alpha males of the other established 
parties that he was promising he was different 
from. We have seen all this before: a party 
leader who does not want to let go and 
expects all-out loyalty from cadres even when 
there are moral questions.

Communist parties believe in ‘democratic 
centralism’ and actively suppress criticism of 
their supreme leaders. But in Nepal it is SOP 
even in parties that have fought long and hard 

20 YEARS  AGO THIS WEEK

Nowhere like Namche
If there was one place that was relatively unaff ected 
by the Maoist war even at the height of insurgency, it 
was Namche in the Everest region. Foreign trekkers 
were left to explore on their own, security guards 
were at their most relaxed, local businesses were 
fl ourishing. According to the locals, this was because 
Maoists weren’t expert climbers unlike Sherpa 
people, and Sherpas are no Maoists.

Excerpt of the report published 20 years ago this 
week on issue #215 24 – 30 September 2004:

At the entrance to Namche Bajar, a group of armed soldiers 
relax, chat and greet this season's fi rst batch of European 
tourists.

Nowhere else in Nepal do security forces seem so 
friendly and at peace, and for good reason. The Sherpas 
laugh when asked about the Maoist militants. "It's too 
much hard work. They'd have to be expert climbers to cross 
the passes and come all the way down to Namche," says 
Mingma Sherpa, who runs a trekking inn at Phakding, a 
four-hour walk from Lukla airport. "Only Sherpas can do 
that. None of the Maoists are Sherpas," adds her husband.

Mingma invested over Rs 800,000 to renovate her hotel 

during the last couple of 
months, and is confi dent that 
with tourist arrivals looking 
healthy, it will be worthwhile. 
"The investment will attract 
more tourists to my hotel. 
Besides, we never worry 
about tourists. This is Everest 
and everyone's full of hope," 
says Mingma.

Preparations for the tourist season are in full swing right 
up the trail from Lukla. Up to 15 fl ights from Kathmandu 
landed in Lukla's famous inclined runway during a break 
in the weather last week. Porters and yak trains can be 
seen carrying tons of supplies like kerosene, gas cylinders, 
mattresses, beverages, and chickens.

Many hotels are being renovated and redecorated to 
welcome even bigger crowds of Europeans expected next 
week. In Kathmandu, trekking agencies report only minimal 
cancellations, and those who had booked treks in other parts 
of Nepal have shifted to the Everest area.
 
For archived material of Nepali Times of the past 
20 years, site search: nepalitimes.com

Good people do not 
need laws to tell them 

to act responsibly, 
while bad people will 

find a way around 
them: Plato

for democracy and pluralism to do so.
Those who dare criticise the Great Leader 

are sidelined, framed, or driven into oblivion. 
Party bosses consider their own colleagues 
as more of a threat to their power than those 
in an opposition party. Political parties have 
factions within factions. 

All this is nothing new. But we had all 
hoped that for the country’s sake the RSP was 
different. That it would be more transparent 
and exercise more internal democracy, 
that policy would take precedence over 
politicking, discretion would prevail over 
discord, top leaders would make good 
governance the goal rather than personal gain. 

The RSP cannot hope to be an alternative 
party, if singing hymns of a tainted Dear 
Leader is the condition for membership. 
Lamichhane’s ex-comrade Mukul Dhakal has 

quit, but other technocrats 
are falling over each 
other to demonstrate their 
loyalty to him. The fear 
seems to be that opposing 
the leadership will end 
one’s political career. 
(Sound familiar? Trump’s 
GOP.) 

Most politicians make 
the mistake of believing 
that power is the ultimate 
truth. They believe that 
power, authority, and right 
are one and the same, 
and everything else is 
secondary. But in politics, 
one is expected to uphold 
higher moral standards 
and be accountable to the 
public.  

Lamichhane was elected on a populist 
platform, turbocharged by his fiery tv anchor 
role. But ever since he entered politics, he 
has defied and deflected allegations about his 
passport and citizenship by wiggling his way 
into any available coalition and bargaining 
hard for the home ministry post. He tried to 
do the same in the previous government to 
launder the cooperative scam.

He played hardball, and the current 
coalition is also playing hardball. That is 
politics, but Lamichhane has failed to grasp 
that patriotism is not proof of honesty. 
Instead, he has consistently resorted to fear-
mongering, using vengeful language and 
spewing threats (including against the media) 
when in power and out of it. 

He could have used legal means to defend 
allegations, or even stepped aside to facilitate 
the investigation. Instead, he has fallen back 
on social media-driven populism to foment 
public sympathy. The established parties are 
so discredited themselves that his supporters 
are willing to believe that the NC and UML 
are out to get him for exposing skeletons in 
their closet. By dismissing allegations against 
its chair, the RSP’s aspiring technocrats have 
undermined their own futures. The Greek 
philosopher Erasmus is supposed to have 
said that a fish rots from the head down. 

That could very well apply to the RSP if 
its honest and competent second echelon do 
not follow their conscience, and continue to  
parrot a compromised leader. 

 
This has been adapted with permission from an Editorial in Nagarik 
Daily published on 22 September 2024.

UPPER ARUN
India will not allow any big economic achievement in Nepal 
unless it is to its own benefit (‘World Bank flip-flop on Upper 
Arun’, Ramesh Kumar, #1230). Furthermore, Nepali leaders will 
not discuss topics that India does not want discussions on.

Matrika Poudel
 

  As long as the agreement to export 10,000MW of electricity 
to India in 10 years remains, investment will not come into 
Nepal. The Nepal-India long-term trade has killed the 
environment for investment outside of India, and our rivers are 
only considered important in relation to electricity, which is 
against our national interest.

Anamol
 
NT NEWSLETTER
I enjoyed the humour in this week's newsletter, but if we were 
to allow a system that legalises corruption, we don't know 
where the country's economy would land.

Bharat Koirala
 
IT SECTOR
This must-read article from Nepali Times emphasises that self-
learning is key before we can fully embrace machine learning 
and AI (‘Self-learning comes before machine learning’, Vishad 
Raj Onta, nepalitimes.com). While AI offers huge opportunities, 
barriers like restrictive policies and skill gaps are holding us 
back. Companies like Wiseyak and Fusemachines are leading 
the way, but the government needs to do more to support the 
sector. Self-learning, innovation, and better policies are the 
building blocks for Nepal’s tech revolution.

Naresh Newar
 
PROTECTED AREAS
I suspect animals would make better politicians than humans 
(‘State vs Nature’, #1228).

Stephen Scott Fawcett
 
ROMANIA AMBASSADOR
It was lovely to read this interview of Romanian ambassador 
Daniela-Mariana Sezonov Ţane (“The most amazing thing about 
Nepal are its people”, #1228). My congratulations and best 
wishes on coming out with this book. 

Krishna Chalisey 

PM ALUMNI CLUB: 
Ex-prime ministers (from 
left to right) Madhav 
Kumar Nepal (2009-11),  
Sher Bahadur Deuba 
(1995-97, 2001-02, 
2004,05, 2017-18, 
2021-22), Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal (2008-09, 2016-17, 
2022-24), Baburam 
Bhattarai (2011-13) at the 
Constitution Day event at 
the President's Offi  ce. 

RATNA SHRESTHA / RSS

Between us 
we have been 
prime minister 

10 times.

Wait. It would be 
13 if  Oli-ji was 

also here.
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The 75-year journey of the 
People’s Republic of China 
has witnessed the relentless 
efforts of the Chinese people 

to pursue development and progress, 
creating a miracle of long-term eco-
nomic growth and social stability.

As it embarks on the journey of Chi-
nese modernisation in the new era, 
the country strives to realise its 
dream of national rejuvena-
tion through modernisa-
tion and peaceful devel-
opment. With a vision 
for human progress, it 
remains committed to 
providing new oppor-
tunities for world peace 
and development through 
its own prosperity.

At the Summit of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation in Beijing in Septem-
ber, Chinese President Xi Jinping called 
on China and African countries, with 
a total of 2.8 billion inhabitants, almost 
one-third of the world’s population, to 
join hands in advancing modernisation.

“China and Africa’s joint pursuit of 
modernisation will set off a wave of 
modernisation in the Global South and 
open a new chapter in our drive for a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind,” he said.

China, under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China, is intent 
on pursuing a path of peaceful develop-
ment, working closely with all countries. 
Since 1950, the Tian’anmen Rostrum at 
the centre of Beijing has been adorned 
with the inscription “Long Live the 
Great Unity of the Peoples of the World.”

Yasir Habib Khan, president of the 
Institute of International Relations and 
Media Research in Pakistan, said China 
has made strenuous efforts to advance 
peace and stability in Asia, the Middle 
East, Europe and elsewhere.

During the Cold War in the 1950s, 
Chinese wisdom, rooted in centuries of 
a peaceful civilisation, came up with the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, 
Khan said.

“Today the Chinese leadership has 
reinvigorated these values at a defining 
moment when a new Cold War is rear-
ing its ugly head.

“The vision of building a commu-
nity with a shared future for mankind 
is the most effective move to sustain, 
promote and upgrade the Five Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexistence in the new 
circumstances.”

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence, which have been incorpo-
rated into the country’s Constitution, 
offer insight into how developed and 
developing countries can live together. 
Among the world’s major countries, 
China has the best record with respect 
to peace and security. 

With a Chinese approach to resolving 
difficult issues, the path of impartial-
ity and peaceful diplomacy that China 

This supplement, prepared by China Daily, People’s Republic of China, did not involve the news or editorial departments of Nepali Times.

HIGH-WIRE ACT 
RIVER CROSSING THAT PUT
FOCUS ON PLIGHT OF POOR, P2

POWERING  AHEAD
GLOBAL FIRMS MAKE MOST

OF REFORM PUSH, P3CHINA DAILY               

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

Global quest where peace is the winner
Country committed to mediating conflicts, promoting dialogue, fostering shared future. Cao Desheng reports
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1949: On October 1, the People’s 
Republic of China was founded. This 
landmark event fundamentally changed 
the tragic fate of poverty and weakness 
that had plagued China for over a cen-
tury, leading the Chinese nation onto 
the grand path of realising national reju-
venation.

1954: The Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence were officially announced, 
becoming a fundamental principle of 
international relations and international 
law, and making an indelible historical 

contribution to the progress of humanity.

1971: On October 25, the 26th session 
of the United Nations General Assem-
bly passed Resolution 2758 by an over-
whelming majority, deciding to restore 
the legitimate seat of the People’s 
Republic of China in the United Nations. 

1978: The third plenary session of the 
11th Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China was held in Decem-
ber. It marked the beginning of China’s 
socialist reform and opening-up. 

2001: China joined the World Trade 
Organisation. 

2013: President Xi Jinping pro-
posed the concept of building a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind, a global vision aimed at 
addressing the common challenges 
facing humanity. 

2013: President Xi proposed the 
major initiatives of jointly building the 
Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st 
Century Maritime Silk Road, aiming to 

use the historical symbol of the ancient 
Silk Road to hold high the banner of 
peace, development and cooperation.

2021: On September 21, during the 
76th session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, President Xi proposed 
the Global Development Initiative with 
an aim to accelerate the implementa-
tion of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development.

2022: On April 21, President Xi pro-
posed the Global Security Initiative in a 

speech at the opening ceremony of the 
Boao Forum for Asia Annual Confer-
ence, providing a Chinese solution to 
address global security challenges.

2023: On March 15, President Xi 
proposed the Global Civilisation Initia-
tive at the CPC in Dialogue with World 
Political Parties High-Level Meeting, 
responding to the common need of the 
international community to enhance 
dialogue and exchanges among civilisa-
tions and promote cultural prosperity 
and development.

Landmark events

pursues stands out in today’s world as 
Beijing mediates in conflicts and pro-
motes dialogue to achieve peace.

It has played a constructive role in the 
Ukraine crisis, the Palestine-Israel conflict, 
and issues relating to the Korean Penin-
sula, Iran, Myanmar and Afghanistan.

With regard to the Palestinian ques-
tion, the Beijing Declaration signed 
by 14 Palestinian factions in Beijing in 
July that calls for an end to division and 
strengthen unity has made China a focal 
point of global diplomacy. 

The signing of the declaration was a 
crucial step towards resolving the Pal-
estinian question and achieving peace 
and stability in the Middle East. It was 

also the first time that an internal Pal-
estinian reconciliation document has 
been agreed with the decisive help of a 
country outside the Arab world.

In March, after years of open hostility, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran agreed to restore 
diplomatic ties following talks facilitated 
by China, a boon to the security and 
stability of the Middle East. 

Analysts praised China for its role as 
a peace broker and its efforts to facili-
tate dialogue. This also showed that 
China’s diplomatic philosophy that 
aims to promote peace and develop-
ment is much more appealing than 
some other countries’ tactics of fuel-
ling confrontation to expand their own 

interests in the Gulf region, they said.
“China’s impartial stance, free from 

selfish motives or interests, has garnered 
increasing trust from the international 
community,” Khan said.

In April 2022 Xi proposed the Global 
Security Initiative, which advocates a 
vision of common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security, 
with the philosophy that humanity is 
an indivisible security community, and 
aims to create a new path to security that 
features dialogue over confrontation, 
partnership over alliance and win-win 
over zero-sum.

China is a major troop contributor and 
the second-largest financial contributor 

to United Nations peacekeeping opera-
tions, and has set up an 8,000-strong 
peacekeeping standby force.

In the Report to the 20th CPC 
National Congress in October 2022, Xi 
said that as China pursues modernisa-
tion, it will not tread the old paths of war, 
colonisation and plunder. 

“Dedicated to peace, development, 
cooperation and mutual benefit, we 
will strive to safeguard world peace and 

development as we pursue 
our own develop-

ment, and we will 
make greater 
contributions 
to world peace 
and develop-
ment through 
our own devel-

opment,” he said.
Since China 

embarked on reform 
and opening-up in 

1978 it has made tremendous 
contributions to world peace and devel-
opment through its own growth. The 
country’s contribution to global eco-
nomic growth averaged 24.8% from 
1979 to 2023, ranking top in the world, 
according to the National Bureau of 
Statistics. 

China has become the world’s larg-
est manufacturer, the largest country in 
terms of trade in goods and the largest 
holder of foreign exchange reserves.   

The burgeoning Belt and Road Initia-
tive, launched in 2013 to promote the 
building of a community with a shared 
future for mankind, has shown how 

China translates its words into deeds 
and how the concept helps change 
the world.

A series of landmark Belt and 
Road projects have come to frui-
tion. Among them, the China-

Europe Railway Express compris-
es a network of rail lines spanning 

Europe and Asia, with 86 operational 
routes running to more than 200 cities 
in 25 European countries. 

The China-Laos Railway is helping 
the people of Laos realise their dream of 
turning their country into a land-linked 
one, opening up a new route to develop-
ment and prosperity.

China’s journey from a planned 
economy to a market economy through 
market-oriented reforms has been of 
immense significance not only for Chi-
na itself but also offers valuable lessons 
for other countries, analysts said.

The Chinese path towards moderni-
sation is not self-centred, said Yu Yun-
quan, a senior research fellow at the 
Academy of Contemporary China and 
World Studies in Beijing.

“The goal of the Chinese path to 
modernisation is not monolithic, but 
multifaceted, including China’s peaceful 
development, creating opportunities for 
the world, common prosperity and win-
win cooperation.”

LI MIN / CHINA DAILY



When TV cameras cap-
tured Yu Yanqia, 8, 
dragging herself upside 
down along a steel rope 

strung above the raging Nujiang River 
on her daily journey to school, no bridg-
es spanned the Nujiang, in rural Fugong 
county, Yunnan province. So the only 
way anyone could cross the river was 
the primitive and precarious steel rope 
and pulley system that Yu used that day 
in 2007.

Since then things have vastly 
improved for Yu and the area in which 
she lives. 

Yu, now a doctor at a hospital in 
Nujiang Lisu autonomous prefecture, 
in which Fugong county is situated, 
remembers how her heart raced with 
the howling wind each time she crossed 
the river. 

“I’d never been far from my village, 
so I just thought everyone used pulley 
bridges to cross rivers,” she told Chinese 
media in July.

The images seen nationally of her 
crossing the river spurred action to build 
a bridge across the Nujiang, and when 
it was completed the following year Yu 
was chosen as the first person to cross it.

Yu’s story encapsulates the rapid 
progress that has been made in China 
in improving infrastructure and lift-
ing people out of poverty, especially in 
remote parts of the country.

Twenty years ago Fugong had some 
of the most entrenched poverty in the 
country, with more than half of its peo-
ple being impoverished. Yunnan had 
the highest number of poverty-stricken 
counties in the country, totalling 88.

Today villages are linked by paved 
roads, and bridges span rivers, meaning 
that communication, the flow of people 
and commerce have greatly improved. 
Access to education, healthcare, work 
and daily necessities has also improved.

Since the People’s Republic of China 
was founded in 1949 the battle against 
poverty has been a top priority for the 
Communist Party of China. Follow-
ing the 18th CPC National Congress 
in 2012, central authorities stepped up 
efforts to eliminate rural poverty, setting 
a goal of eradicating poverty before the 
Party’s centenary in 2021.

A key aspect of this campaign has 
been improving rural connectivity. 

By 2016 all pulley bridges in Nuji-
ang prefecture had been replaced by 
modern bridges. Today these bridges 
along the Nujiang River, rather than just 
being transportation channels, have also 

become tourist attractions.
Since the 18th CPC National Con-

gress, China has built or rebuilt more 
than 2.53 million kilometres of rural 
roads and built paved roads in 1,040 
townships and 105,000 villages, accord-
ing to official figures.

More than 50,000 villages have also 
been connected by passenger bus ser-
vices.

Nearly 100 million rural poor escaped 
poverty between 2012 and 2021, end-
ing domestic poverty on the Chinese 
mainland. 

This achievement is all the more 
remarkable given the global trend of 
rising poverty.

The World Bank said 712 million peo-
ple worldwide were living in extreme 
poverty in 2022, 23 million more than 
in 2019. 

The pandemic significantly hampered 
global poverty reduction efforts, leading 
to three years of setbacks, between 2020 
and 2022, affecting low-income coun-
tries in particular.

Before National Poverty Relief Day on 
October 17 four years ago, Guy Ryder, 
then director-general of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation, said China’s 
decision to stick to the goal of eradicat-
ing rural poverty by the end of 2020 
amid a “complex economic environ-
ment” set a benchmark in meeting the 
United Nations 2030 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, which include eliminat-
ing extreme poverty worldwide in a 
decade.

On February 25, 2021, at a conference 
in Beijing, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
announced that China had achieved 
complete victory over absolute poverty, 
with a total of 98.99 million rural poor 
having been lifted out of poverty.

“China has completed the task of 
eradicating absolute poverty, which is 
truly a miracle of human society,” said 
Zhang Jun, then China’s permanent 
representative to the UN, in 2021. 

The country’s achievement in elimi-
nating poverty was an important con-
tribution to global human rights, Zhang 
said.

The number of Chinese who escaped 
poverty over the past 40 years has 
accounted for more than 70% of the 
world’s impoverished people during 
that period, measured by the poverty 
threshold set by the World Bank.

Du Shuangqing, who lives in Gansu 
province, once home to some of the 
country’s poorest families, is one of the 
beneficiaries of the improvements.

Du was born into a poor farming 
family in mountainous Longnan city in 
1988. When he was 9, he lost his right 
arm in a rockslide, which resulted in 
medical expenses his family were unable 
to meet.

Du, now 36, who works for the local 
disabled people’s federation, said he 
would have dropped out of school had 
it not been for government allowances 
designed to help poor students.

“Our grain harvest was usually small, 
and my parents had too many children 
to support. Back then, life was really 
hard.”

In recent years local authorities 
have invested tens of millions of yuan 
to build a road linking his secluded 
village with the outside world, even 
though it is home to only about 40 
families, he said.

By Li Lei

At a small plantation on the north-
ern edge of the Himalayan Moun-
tains range in the Xizang autono-
mous region, lingzhi mushrooms 
are being cultivated to increase the 
local income.

A medicinal fungus, lingzhi, also 
known as reishi mushrooms, is tra-
ditionally foraged from the wild. 

In a row of dim, humid single-
storey outbuildings, lingzhi spores 
are carefully grown into seedlings 
to be planted in nearby greenhouses. 
Close by, freshly harvested lingzhi 
mushrooms are neatly arranged on 
shelves to be dried for market. 

This process has become all too 
common at the Red Sun Fam-
ily Farm in Manling in the city of 
Nyingchi, Xizang, where efforts to 
grow medicinal herbs and fungi are 
changing lives for the better. 

Cheng Pan, a local Party official, 
said the farm has become a corner-
stone of local agriculture. 

The farm, which yielded 15 metric 
tonnes of dried lingzhi last year, is sup-
plying seedlings and technical support 
to about 400 lingzhi-growing families 
in Manling to increase output. 

“The growth is exponential,” 
Cheng said, emphasising that ling-
zhi cultivated in Manling are supe-
rior to those grown in lower-alti-
tude regions, making them highly 
sought-after in the market. 

The fungi are believed to improve 
the immune system, helping the body 
fight off infections and illnesses, and 
have been used in traditional Chinese 
medicine for thousands of years. 

Lingzhi mushrooms are being 
mass-produced in greenhouses as 
part of a growing medicinal farm-
ing industry in Manling. Just a few 
kilometres from the farm the local 
government has collaborated with 
pharmaceutical companies from 
wealthier regions to cultivate beimu, 
or Fritillaria cirrhosa bulbs, a herb 
related to lilies, traditionally used 
for cough relief. 

In a nearby pine forest workers are 
excavating pits to sow seedlings of 
huangjing, also known as King Solo-
mon’s seal, which produces a herb 
known for its anti-inflammatory, 
antioxidant and immune-modulat-
ing properties.

Mass-producing such herbs can 
relieve pressure on the natural envi-
ronment, Cheng said.

“Based on our current estimates, 
if we want to meet the high demand 

by having people dig wild beimu 
in the mountains, it is highly prob-
able that within just two to three 
years this species will be driven to 
extinction.”

Red Sun Family Farm is owned by 
Nyima, a once-impoverished farm-
er who has not only transformed 
his own life but also uplifted many 
within his ethnic Tibetan communi-
ty. He is considered a local “pioneer 
in prosperity”.

The term is widely used by author-
ities to refer to individuals who lead 
by example in creating wealth or 
achieving financial success, often 
inspiring others to follow suit.

His journey to prosperity began 
14 years ago when he cultivated 
lingzhi. 

Before that there had been twists 
and turns in his business endeav-
ours. In 2007 Nyima and his fam-
ily of four were living in a mod-
est 23-square-metre prefabricated 
home, struggling to make ends 
meet. 

Seeking a change, he ventured 
into agricultural entrepreneur-
ship. In 2008 he took out a loan of 
150,000 yuan ($21,000) to establish 
a pig and chicken farm in his village. 
However, his business suffered due 
to a lack of knowledge about breed-
ing techniques and an unfavourable 
market.

In 2010 authorities adopted poli-
cies aimed at developing Manling 
into a centre for medicinal herbs. 

Sensing the business potential, 
Nyima shifted gears and founded 
a medicinal farm focusing on rais-
ing tianma, or Gastrodia elata, a 
herb related to orchids. The decision 
proved a big success, and he turned 
a profit in the first year.

Aided by the local government, in 
2012 Nyima renamed the company 
Red Sun Family Farm, and expand-
ed its range of medicinal plants, and 
the business took off. 

With a better financial standing, 
he thought about helping others. In 
2016, at the height of China’s fight 
against absolute poverty, he gave 
lingzhi seedlings to poor farmers 
to grow and offered to buy what 
they grew.

In 2021 at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing Nyima was hon-
oured with a national award for his 
contribution to alleviating poverty. 

“We have established a sales net-
work on the popular messaging app 
WeChat so that our herbs and fungi 
can be sold farther afield,” he said.
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From little seedlings 
grow large profits

Mighty efforts in raising living standards of tens of millions can be seen  
in country’s bridges and roads. Li Lei and Li Yingqing report

Fight that has routed poverty

Per capita disposable income in rural areas 
(Unit: yuan)
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12,363
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9,430
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A family who have been relocated from their remote home in the mountains to a modern community in Anshun, Guizhou province.         
YANG WENBIN / XINHUA

A farmer tends to cherry tomato vines in a 
greenhouse in a village in Pingshan, Hebei 
province. CHEN YEHUA / XINHUA

75 YEARS ON

Freshly harvested lingzhi mushrooms are neatly arranged on shelves to be dried for 
market in Manling, Xizang autonomous region, in September. LI LEI / CHINA DAILY

CHINA DAILY 



By Cheng Yu

On a narrow one-way street in 
Guangzhou, South China’s Guangdong 
province, a company with just 45 skilled 
workers provides 300,000 electrical 
adapters every day to big electronics 
companies.

In fact among the customers of 
Yihong Precision Technology Co Ltd, 
which makes type-C adapters, is the 
smartphone maker Xiaomi as well as 
Sony and Nintendo of Japan.

Despite a global downturn in con-
sumer electronics over the past year, 
Yihong continues to enjoy a steady 
increase in sales thanks to its well-
rounded and flexible supply chains.

Powered by improvements in manu-
facturing and the strength of supply 
chains over the past decade, China is 
no longer just the world’s factory, but 
has become critical in shaping global 
manufacturing.

That is evident in the agile manufac-
turing supply chains that are powering 
the rise of e-commerce companies such 

as Shein and Temu, and in the country’s 
new energy vehicles industry and its 5G 
factories.

In an interview with China Daily, Tim 
Cook, CEO of Apple, said his company’s 
Chinese suppliers now have the most 
advanced manufacturing in the world.

“If you look at the automation level, 
it’s not just off-the-shelf automation. 
It’s customised automation. They have 
robotics, automatic guided vehicles and 
very precise vision systems. There’s no 
supply chain in the world more critical 
to Apple than that of China. We’ve been 
building up and investing more and 
more here.”

China’s manufacturing prowess can 
largely be attributed to its mastery of 
flexible, data-driven supply chains, line 
the ones that power Shein and Temu, 
over the past decade. 

Shein, a name now synonymous with 
ultra-fast fashion, has revolutionised the 
way garments are produced and distrib-
uted. Its innovative supply chain model 
allows it to identify global fashion trends 
and get new designs from the design 

stage to the customer’s doorstep in as 
little as three weeks.

With factories in China operating 
around the clock and using AI to moni-
tor changes in consumer demand, Shein 
produces in small batches, reducing 
waste and keeping inventories flexible. 

Temu, a rising e-commerce star, 
operates in a similar way, enabling on-
demand manufacturing of consumer 
goods. Temu’s use of big data enables its 
suppliers to react instantly to consumer 
preferences, with factories producing 
exactly what customers want.

Li Mingtao, chief researcher of 
e-commerce at the China International 
Electronic Commerce Centre in Bei-
jing, said: “These companies are not just 
fast in terms of manufacturing. They 
are smart, demonstrating the future of 
global supply chains. China’s momen-
tum in digitalising the manufacturing 
process is likely to minimise overpro-
duction and maximise manufacturing 
efficiency.”

When talking of China’s manufactur-
ing prowess, the country has well posi-

tioned it at the forefront of the global 
green revolution, powered by electric 
vehicles, lithium-ion batteries and solar 
cells over the past decade.

Yu Xiangrong, a Citigroup economist, 
said: “China’s exports have changed, 
with household appliances, furniture 
and clothing giving way to EVs, lithium-
ion batteries and solar cells. The shifting 
export drivers demonstrate progress 
in China’s industrial upgrading. China 
has clearly risen up the value chain and 
remains competitive amid a reconfigu-
ration of the global supply chain.

“This ability to manufacture a range 
of products from low-value consumer 
goods to high-tech innovative products 
provides resilience for China’s exports, 
and continuous upgrades to manufac-
turing capabilities, R&D investment 
and emphasis on cost controls should 
help sustain its competitiveness in 
trade.”

Over the past 10 years the country 
has become the world’s largest market 
for new energy vehicles. Last year Chi-
na exported 4.91 million automobiles, 

of which 1.2 million were new energy 
vehicles, 77.6% more than in 2022, the 
ninth year in a row of such production 
and sales ranking first, the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technology 
said.

China’s dominance in NEVs isn’t just 
about vehicles. It’s also powered by its 
prowess in a critical component — lith-
ium-ion batteries. According to global 
consulting firm SNE Research, in 2023, 
Chinese companies occupied six of the 
top 10 positions in global power bat-
tery installations, with a market share 
of 63.5%.

Nevertheless, the foundation of 
China’s future industrial landscape also 
lies in its leadership in 5G technology, 
which is transforming everything from 
factories to city infrastructure.

Over the past decade, China had near-
ly 3.65 million 5G base stations and the 
penetration rate of 5G users exceeded 
60%. This massive infrastructure rollout 
has allowed the country to implement 
cutting-edge smart manufacturing 
processes, where factories operate with 
near-zero latency, machines commu-
nicate seamlessly and real-time data 
analytics drive efficiency.
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Opening-up continues to pay huge for all

Foreign companies once used 
to send their managers, sales 
experts and engineers, along 
with product samples, to big 

Chinese cities such as Beijing, Guang-
zhou and Shanghai to set up represen-
tative offices and test the viability of the 
Chinese market.

This was particularly so during the 
1980s, and by the 1990s many of these 
companies began building factories in 
China, their number surging after the 
country joined the World Trade Organ-
isation in 2001.

With products made in China being 
supplied to both domestic and inter-
national markets, foreign companies 
such as Schneider Electric of France and 
Bosch Group of Germany increasingly 
appointed Chinese executives to head 
their operations in the country. This 
move was part of broader localisation 
efforts that included setting up research 
and development centres in China.

As the People’s Republic of China 
celebrates the 75th anniversary of its 
founding this year, senior executives 
of multinational companies said the 
country’s recent economic reforms are 
poised to bolster the global supply chain 
network and deepen the integration of 
foreign investment with the country’s 
economic growth. 

For global firms that produce and 
distribute countless products and ser-
vices, China has evolved into a place for 
promoting growth and innovation.

Anna An, president for the China 
unit of Henkel AG & Co, a German 
industrial and consumer goods manu-
facturer, said that since entering China 
more than 50 years ago her company 
has grown with the country, continuing 
to invest so as to promote talent and 
industry growth.

“We will continue investing in China 
to further support our customers with 
innovative and sustainable solutions and 
products in sectors where we see strong 
future demand, such as consumer elec-
tronics, new energy vehicles, advanced 
manufacturing, packaging and con-
sumer goods.”

Nat Madarang, president for Asia 
Pacific with Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co of the United States, said China is 
crucial to the company’s global business 
strategy, and that China’s new reform 
initiatives, aimed at expanding opening-
up and fostering industrial upgrades 
and technological innovation, align well 
with his company’s objectives. 

“We see substantial opportunities in 
China’s reform and opening-up initia-
tives and remain dedicated to deepening 
our presence and investment in China 
and the broader Asia-Pacific region.”

International firms help power innovation and growth. Zhong Nan and Wang Keju report

Smart thinking, agility and speed a winning formula for companies
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A Nio electric vehicle is assembled at an automated assembly line in Hefei, the capital city of East China’s Anhui province. PROVIDED TO 
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Goodyear said it has benefitted from 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership, shipping tires made in Chi-
na to Japan and a number of Southeast 
Asian countries. 

Driven by factors such as rapid 

industrial upgrading, shifting busi-
ness models and growing demand for 
personalised products, many multina-
tional companies have recognised that 
Chinese consumers and the business 
environment are continuing to evolve, 

said Tang Yihong, a professor specialis-
ing in cross-border investment at the 
University of International Business and 
Economics in Beijing.

In response, these companies have 
established more innovation and service 

centres to meet local demand in China, 
she said.

From January to August China’s 
actual use of the foreign direct invest-
ment reached 580.2 billion yuan ($81.8 
billion). Affected by a high base in the 
corresponding period last year, the scale 
of such investment fell year-on-year but 
remained relatively high in the context 
of the past decade, the Ministry of Com-
merce said.

In particular, nearly 37,000 foreign-
funded companies were newly estab-
lished in China in this period, 11.5% 
more than in the corresponding period 
last year.

Between January and August the 
foreign trade value of foreign-invest-
ed businesses was 8.4 trillion yuan in 
China, 1.5% more than in the corre-
sponding period last year, accounting 
for 29.4% of the country’s total foreign 
trade value, the General Administration 
of Customs said.

In the 75 years since the People’s 
Republic of China was founded, par-
ticularly during the era of reform and 
opening-up from 1978, the country’s 
foreign trade, a key driver of economic 
growth, has rapidly expanded, experts 
said.

Underpinned by the country’s efforts 
to expand high-level openness and 
commitment to promoting trade, as well 
as a better trading structure increasingly 
driven by high-tech and green products, 
China’s foreign trade is not only grow-
ing, but is also shifting towards higher 
quality growth along the way, they said.

China’s merchandise trade vol-
ume rose from $1.13 billion in 1950 
to $5.9 trillion last year. That rise has 
been accompanied by a proportional 
increase in China’s share of the interna-
tional market, less than 1% in 1978 and 
12.4% last year, the Ministry of Com-
merce said.

China has retained its position as the 
world’s top trading nation for the sev-
enth consecutive year and solidified its 
status as a major trading partner with 
more than 150 countries and regions, 
the General Administration of Customs 
said in July.

The country’s stable share of the 
export market underlines its prowess 
in delivering quality products highly 
sought after globally, said Sang Bai-
chuan, dean of the Institute of Inter-
national Economy at the University of 
International Business and Economics.

China, making the most of its inte-
grated production and supply chain 
advantages in addition to a culture of 
sustained innovation, has been lauded 
for its diverse range of high-quality and 
high-tech offerings, Sang said.

75 YEARS ON

2012: Negotiations for the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership begin.

2013: China proposes the Belt and 
Road Initiative and establishes its 
first pilot free trade zone (FTZ) in 
Shanghai. 

2014: China issues a strategic plan on 
construction of Silk Road Economic 
Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road. 

2015: Shanghai FTZ expands, while 
three new FTZs in Guangdong 
province, Tianjin and Fujian province 
start operations.

2016: China adopts negative list 
management system on foreign 
investment access. 

2017: China sets up seven more FTZs 
in Liaoning, Zhejiang, Henan, Hubei, 

Sichuan and Shaanxi provinces and 
Chongqing.

2018: China announces it will develop 
a free trade port in Hainan province.

2019: Shanghai FTZ expands to 
include Lin-gang New Area; the 
country unveils a plan to establish 
six new FTZs in Shandong, Jiangsu, 
Hebei, Yunnan and Heilongjiang 
provinces, and the Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region.

2020: China starts implementing 
the Foreign Investment Law, issues 
the construction plan for the Hainan 
free trade port, and releases plans 
for Beijing, Hunan and Anhui FTZs 
and the expansion of the Zhejiang 
FTZ.

2021: China releases its first negative 
list for cross-border trade in services 
in Hainan free trade port.

2022: China issues a guideline on the 
high-quality implementation of the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership. The trade pact takes 
effect on January 1. 

2023: China introduces 24-point 
action plan to attract foreign 
investment, facilitate data flows 
and business travel, providing more 
opportunities for multinational 
corporations to enter and participate 
in the Chinese market through 
expanded access and cut their 
operating costs.

2024: China released the new negative 
list in early September, which will 
take effect on November 1, reduces 
the number of restrictions from 31 to 
29, achieving zero restrictions on the 
manufacturing sector.

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND NATIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT AND REFORM COMMISSION

China’s major moves to boost investment and trade activities (2012-24)



In downtown Beijing, people living in hutong are treated to a game that  
gives them an insight into the past and the amity between two peoples. 

Hou Chenchen reports

On a stroll down an alley in 
central Beijing a distinctive 
white cone slowly emerges 
on the horizon, towering 

above the brownish-red sea of traditional 
Chinese walls in which it stands.

For centuries this religious monu-
ment, a dagoba, part of the Miaoying 
temple, has tantalised the eyes of those 
who come across it, whether they knew 
anything about its meaning or not.

“Nihao,” a young man, who turns out 
to be a Nepalese volunteer in the temple, 
shouts out cheerily. “Feel free to go inside 
the White Dagoba Temple and find out 
what’s within.”

Garbed in a daura suruwal, he brims 
with enthusiasm about the dagoba, 
intent on encouraging others to learn 
about this age-old emblem of friendship 
between two civilisations.

The Beijing White Dagoba Temple, 
the biggest and oldest Tibetan-style Bud-
dhist dagoba in China, is a vibrant testa-
ment to cultural exchanges and shared 
knowledge between China and Nepal. It 
was designed by the Nepalese architect 
Arniko at the behest of the founder of 
the Yuan Dynasty Kublai Khan in the 
late 13th century. The dagoba is the sole 
complete historical site of the Great Yuan 
Capital City that remains to this day.

“Cultural exchanges between Chi-
na and Nepal are rich and profound, 
and the dagoba one sees today is the 
best example of that,” said Gao Jianqin, 
who works at the China-Nepal Culture 
Exchange Centre in Beijing.

About 750 years ago Arniko, a highly 
skilled artisan, helped build a dagoba in 
the Sakya region of Tibet and he made a 
name for himself across Tibet and North 
China. When Kublai Khan decreed that 
a Buddhist dagoba be erected on the 
historical site of the Yong’an Monastery, 
which had been destroyed, Arniko was 
assigned to design the white dagoba and 
to oversee its construction.

A few months ago Beijingers and any-
one else with an ounce of interest were 
invited through a game called Finding 
Arniko to learn a little about the man 
and to view what has become one of his 
most celebrated architectural accom-
plishments.

Gao, who devised the game, chose the 
five most crucial moments in the history 
of Arniko’s odyssey and incorporated 
these into the five main buildings of the 
White Dagoba Temple, he said. Visi-
tors were able to immerse themselves in 
an adventure through interactive non-
player character encounters, stepping 
into Arniko’s world.

For the game Nepalese students 
in Beijing assume the various roles 
encountered by Arniko on his jour-
ney from Nepal to China. These roles 
included: Arniko himself; the king 
of the Malla Dynasty; Nepalese citi-

zens; Phags-pa, the first “Guru for the 
Emperor” in the history of the Yuan 
Dynasty; and Kublai Khan, founder of 
the Yuan Dynasty.

“I love the heart-warming joy of peo-
ple from different countries coming 
together, something you can’t experi-
ence any other way,” Gao said. “I would 
jump at the chance to promote cultural 
exchanges between China and Nepal in 
some other way.

“We wanted the public to be able to 
appreciate how deep the friendship 
between China and Nepal is, and to do 
so in an interesting way.”

Liang Yuxuan, 21, a college student 
from Hong Kong who was a keen par-
ticipant in the game, said: “When I talk 
to Nepalese it’s like a cultural exchange 
through time and space, friendship 
between the two countries down the 
ages. It’s very touching.”

Strolling along Beijing’s fabled hutong 
and its streets, a sense of history and 
culture seeps from every brick, she said.

“Chinese are aware of the white dago-
ba, but they’re unaware of its origins and 
who built it,” said Anish Kumar Kuikel, 
24, who played the role of Arniko in the 
game, and who was studying for a mas-
ter’s degree in the international educa-
tion of Chinese at Beijing Language and 
Culture University.

“Chinese people show great respect 
for Buddhism. When I explain that 
Nepal is where Buddhism originated, 
the birthplace of Gautama Buddha, they 
show huge interest in travelling to Nepal 
to know more about our culture.”

Bidur K.C., 23, a Nepalese studying 
Chinese philosophy at Beijing Normal 
University, and who played the Malla 
King in Finding Arniko, said: “I was 
curious about how tourists would react 
when they came across my character, 
dressed in Nepalese traditional clothes 
and speaking Chinese to them.

“In the event, people were very excited 
to see me and asked a lot about culture 
and traditions such as marriage in Nepal. 
My Chinese is not that good, but I did 
my best to present my homeland to them 
and showed them what Nepal is really 
like.”

Shrestha Shrijana, 26, studying for a 
master’s degree of international educa-
tion in the Chinese language at Beijing 
International Studies University, said 
she viewed the dagoba as the “largest 
symbol of civil and cultural commu-
nications between the two countries”. 
Wearing Nepalese dress at the gate of 
the dagoba, presenting her country’s 
culture to people filled her with pride, 
she said.

The Nepalese actors expressed their 
interest and pride in building a new 
bridge between the two countries and 
their cultures.

Another of the actors, Shrestha, said 
she had arrived in China a year earlier, 
and as someone who appreciates differ-
ent cultures hoped that eventually she 
would don traditional Chinese dress.

“For me, the best part of Chinese cul-
ture is the traditional attire. There are so 
many ethnic groups with their unique 
dresses. I’ve tried Tibetan dress, and I 
plan eventually to try hanfu.”

Bidur said his fascination with China 
began at a Chinese temple in Lumbini, 
where Gautama Buddha is said to have 
been born.

“As a child I visited that temple fre-
quently. Its architecture bears a striking 
resemblance to Chinese architecture, 
which sparked my interest in Chinese 
culture, people and language. Although 
China and Nepal have distinct cultures, 
both have rich histories. Coming from 
Nepalese society to China, I equally 
respect both cultures.”

By Wang Xin

With a pasture turning into a natu-
ral runway, about 40 Tibetan models 
showcased more than 100 pieces of 
clothing primarily made of locally fea-
tured yak wool during a fashion show 
staged in Madoi county, Golog Tibet-
an autonomous prefecture, Qinghai 
province.

Guo Xiuling, 53, is the founder of 
the Shanghai luxury fashion brand 
Sandriver, and she organised the fash-
ion show in June. As a native of the 
Alashan Plateau, Guo had come a long 
way for the show, committed to bring-
ing the featured fabrics and unique 
artisanship from China’s plateaus to 
the world.

The brand has been invited to Paris 
Fashion Week 10 years in a row and 
to the Maison & Objet, a renowned 
home decor expo in Paris, several 
times, she said.

“We are committed to pursuing 
excellence and high quality, and strive 
to build the world’s top Chinese brand. 
We want to speak out for China and 
to showcase quality Chinese product-
making.”

 Guo’s life is a story of pursuing 
excellence, aiming for the top and 
transcending boundaries.

She studied philosophy and eco-
nomics and eventually became a 
teacher, but then worked in a textile 
factory.

“I see no bounda-
ries and am devoted 
to every single thing 
I do. I knew noth-
ing when I entered 
the industry but I 
worked hard to stand 
out and succeed in 
the textile sector.”

After becoming a 
technical expert in 
the first factory in 
which she worked, 
Guo was invited to 
work in Germany in 
2000 and became a 
technical expert in a 
textile programme 
with more than 200 
technical patents. 
After returning to 
China and leading a big team as a 
supplier for top international luxury 
brands, Guo founded Sandriver in 
Shanghai 12 years ago.

“The quality of Chinese manufac-
turing is top-notch,” she said. “How-
ever, there are very few Chinese brands 
that showcase the spirit of Chinese 
artisanship and can compete with for-
eign luxury names internationally.” 
That is exactly what Sandriver aims 
to do.

Positioned as an international 
brand, it has been focusing on restor-
ing and innovating with traditional 
fabrics and unique artisanship rooted 
in the Inner Mongolia and Qinghai-
Xizang plateaus.

“If we want to build a world-class 
Chinese brand we must dig deep 
into traditional Chinese cultures, raw 
materials and crafts, especially those 

less-known from ethnic minority 
groups in which we have seen enor-
mous potential to make our brands 
stand out globally,” Guo said.

The Madoi show demonstrated 
Sandriver’s ambitions, efforts and what 
it has achieved.

During the down season a yak pro-
duces an average of no more than 300 
grammes of down. After cleaning and 
post-processing, the output of wool is 
significantly reduced. The wool pro-
duced is thus highly valuable com-
mercially and culturally.

“We have revolutionised and inte-
grated textile techniques relating to 
yak wool,” Guo said. “The Inner Mon-
golia autonomous region is home to 
the best cashmere, and Xizang auton-
omous region boasts the best crafts 
from cashmere processing. To make 
the scratchy yak wool skin-friendly, we 
integrated our traditional artisanship 
of Inner Mongolian handmade felting 
and the hand-woven Tibetan pulu (a 
kind of woolen fabric) in processing 
the yak wool.”

Reviving the dying traditional craft 
was not easy. Before the Madoi show 
Guo spent about 10 years restoring 
Inner Mongolian handmade felting 
and another two years conserving and 
improving hand-woven Tibetan pulu.

“As society and the economy devel-
op, declining use in residents’ daily 
lives has led to the demise of tradition-
al crafts,” Guo said. “Some intangible 

cultural heritages are 
dying.”

Fortunately, Guo’s 
efforts have reaped 
returns.

With the restored 
craft of Inner Mon-
golian handmade 
felting, Sandriver 
became the first and 
only Chinese brand 
invited to be sold at 
Le Bon Marche, a 
department store 
of the luxury brand 
LVMH in Paris.

With traditional 
crafts being revived 
in fashion and art 
pieces, residents in 
remote plateau areas 

are expected to pass on the precious 
cultural heritages while gaining a bet-
ter quality of life.

Wang Qiyang, deputy head of 
Madoi county, said: “In the process 
of development and production of 
Sandriver’s yak wool products, local 
herders and others are empowered to 
find jobs and gain income in places 
close to their homes, boosting local 
economic development.”

Guo was recently planning to visit 
Yunnan province and Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region.

“As a Chinese brand, we are com-
mitted to making our voice heard and 
showing the world Chinese materials 
and production.  Sandriver embodies 
the spirit of Chinese people, which is 
the integration of profound Chinese 
cultures regardless of ethnic group or 
region.”

Plateau regions’ textiles 
stretch into luxury sector
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The view 
of White 
Dagoba 
Temple  
in Beijing. 

To  
the  
point

Models in yak wool clothing display its style in the natural environment in Madoi county. 

Guo Xiuling, founder of Shanghai-
based luxury fashion brand 
Sandriver, discusses yak wool 
with a herdsman in Madoi county, 
Golog Tibetan autonomous 
prefecture, Qinghai province. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

From top: A visitor walks into the White 
Dagoba Temple in Beijing. Anish Kumar 
Kuikel, playing the role of Nepalese 
architect Arniko, poses with participants 
in the immersive cultural game, Finding 
Arniko, at the White Dagoba Temple. 
Shrestha Shrijana, a Nepalese student at 
Beijing International Studies University, 
visits Guangji Temple in Beijing in May. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

75 YEARS ON
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