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Most Nepalis see 
progress in gender 
equality, but cite 
problems
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Nepalis not so unhappy 
Despite contemporary 

narrative that Nepalis are 
giving up on their country to 

migrate overseas in droves, a recent 
public opinion poll shows that 
nearly half of those interviewed  
are still positive about the direction 
the country has been headed 
towards since the 2022 election.

Asked if they feel that 
the situation has worsened, 
improved, or remained the same 
in the past two years, 45.4% of 
the respondents in the nationwide 
survey said they were satisfied 
about the way Nepal is headed 
(graph). 

Of them, 14% said they were 
‘significantly positive’, while 
31.5% felt ‘somewhat positive’ 
about the situation in Nepal.

Although 34.6% of those 
answering the question believed 
that the socio-political situation in 
the country was unchanged since 
2022, Sharecast Initiative in its 
analysis of the results said there 
was ‘a notable sense of optimism 
about the current state of affairs’.

Even so, about 18% felt the 
situation was either ‘significantly 
negative’ or ‘somewhat negative’. 
And the third of the respondents 
whose answer was that there had 
been 'no change' could also be 
construed to mean they are not 
entirely happy with the way things 
have been going since 2022.  

“Those who say ‘no change’ 
are not so satisfied, and even 
'somewhat positive' can be taken 
to mean things are not as good as 
they could be," explains Madhu 
Acharya of Sharecast Initiative 
Nepal, which conducted the poll. 

"Add that to those who had a 
negative view then we have 55% of 
the people not happy,” he adds.

Still, 45% of the people feeling 

positive means the national mood 
is not as pervasively hopeless as  
Nepal’s public sphere believes it is. 

Also contrary to prevailing 
perceptions is that the level of 
optimism seems highest among 
younger Nepalis, especially women. 
It was also higher among those in 
the higher income brackets.

More female respondents 
(15.6%) thought Nepal’s current 
situation was ‘signficantly positive’ 
while only 12% of males felt that 
way. More men (11.5%) also had 
a ‘negative’ view of the past two 
years, compared to only 7% of 
women feeling the same way.

Provincewise, most of those 
surveyed in Bagmati and Gandaki 

said there had been 'no change', 
while in the Madhes both positive 
and negative responses were higher 
than any other province.

Because Nepal’s migration 
pattern is blurring the lines 
between rural and urban, the 
level of positivity was equal, with 
nearly half the respondents in 
both areas feeling ‘somewhat’ and 
‘significantly’ positive about their 
circumstances.

Literacy appears to play a 
significant role in determining 
satisfaction with the state of affairs. 
Generally, those with higher 
education were happier than those 
with less education. Illiterate 
respondents had the most negative 

view about their status.
Even though the understanding 

among media commentators is that 
Nepali youth are frustrated and 
cannot wait to leave the country, 
the survey showed that 54% of 
those in the 18-24 age group were 
either ‘somewhat’ or ‘significantly’ 
positive about the state of the state.  

In general, the older people 
are, the less happy they seem to be 
about how things have gone since 
the last election.

The survey results showed 
that even though those with 
higher incomes are generally more 
satisfied, one-tenth of richer people 
felt ‘significantly negative’ about the 
way things are going in Nepal.

This question in the nationwide 
survey was part of Sharecast’s 
‘General Perceptions of Gender 
Issues in Nepal’ of which the 
responses on gender equality are 
summarised on page 4-5. But 
even there, results show a high 
satisfaction level with constitutional 
and legal safeguards for women.

The scientific poll was 
conducted face-to-face earlier this 
year among 4,267 respondents 
from all seven provinces and 
three ecological zones. Nearly 70 
supervisors and enumerators fanned 
out across the country to interview 
Nepalis selected by domicile, 
gender, walks of life, socio-
economic strata and ethnicity in the 
ratio of their representation in the 
population. 

SHARECAST DATA INITIATIVE AND THE STORY KITCHEN NATIONWIDE SURVEY 2024 AMONG 4,267 RESPONDENTS.

Do you feel the situation 
has worsened, improved, or 
remained the same since the 
last Parliamentary elections 
in November 2022?
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Minutes = Data
Ncell has introduced a feature to convert minutes to data 
and vice versa, valid for the Rs399, 499 and 599 Sadhain 
ON packs, through the Ncell App. CFor example, 50 
minutes of talk time converts to 1.2 GB of data.

ASCoN Star Award
The Asian Spinal Cord Network (ASCoN) has awarded 
this year’s Star Award to Esha Thapa, Executive Director 
of Spinal Injury Sangha Nepal (SISN). Initiated in 2015, 
the award recognises outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of spinal cord injury services and support. 
Thapa has fostered transformative rehabilitation services 
and empowering persons with spinal cord injury in 
Nepal.

Tata Battery Meet
Laxmi Group held the Tata Green Battery Channel 
Partner Meet, where Home UPS systems and industrial 
batteries were introduced with 150 dealer partners 
attending.

Child Marriage
ZONTA, Ncell, UNFPA and UNICEF came together 
to discuss collective solutions towards ending child 
marriage. Nepal has the third highest rate of child 
marriage in South Asia with 37% of Nepali women aged 
20-24 married by the age of 18 whereas one in three are 
married before they turn 18.

Turkish award
Turkish Airlines has received the ‘Leverages Loan Deal 
of the Year’ Award from Global Banking and Markets for 
using innovative financial strategies that reduce costs 
and risk while expanding its fleet. The award recognised 
a $235 million loan Turkish Airlines took from BNP 
Paribas and the Development Bank of Japan to finance 
an Airbus A350 and two Rolls Royce jet engines. 

Enfield Signals Edition 
Alpha Automotive 
launched the Royal 
Enfield Classic 350 Signals 
Edition, which is inspired 
by a classic post war G2 
model. It is available in 
Desert Sand and Matte 
Gray and can be viewed 
and test-rode at all 24 
Royal Enfield showrooms 
across Nepal.

Royal Rajasthan
Holiday Inn is holding a ‘Royal Rajasthan’ themed 
unlimited dinner buffet until 30 November for Rs1,595 per 
person. Dishes include Dal Baati Churma, Laal Maas, and 
Gatte ki Sabzi.

Pokhara to Lhasa
Himalaya Airlines will be operating regular international 
flights from Pokhara airport to Lhasa starting 5 December. 
Pokhara airport came into operation in January 2023 but 
has seen only a handful of international flights. 

100 BYDs delivered
As BYD celebrates 
30 years and its 
10 millionth EV, its 
authorised dealer in 
Nepal Cimex marked 
the completion of the 
deliveries of 1,000 
units of BYD models 
across the country.

NPL on DishHome
DishHome will broadcast the Nepal Premier League 2024 
through its DishHome Go app and on its Action Sports HD 
channel. Read more about the league on page 6-7.

BYD 30
BYD marked 30 years by rolling off its 10 millionth EV at its 
Xiamo production base in China. Chairman Wang Chuanfu 
attributed the company’s success to a ‘deeply embedded 
engineering culture’. BYD started as a 20-person start-up 
and is now a multinational corporation with nearly 1 
million employees.

New ADB Chief
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Board of Governors 
elected Masato Kanda its 11th President. Kanda, 59, 
currently serves as Special Advisor to Japan’s Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance, and will assume his new 
office in February. 

Nepal-Japan trade
Nepal and Japan this week launched the Nepal Nippon 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries, a non-profit project 
to facilitate business and relations between the countries.

Nabil SSE turns 3
The Nabil School of Social Entrepreneurship marked 
its third anniversary this week. In this time, the school’s 
different programs have resulted in 1,200 jobs through 
117 new businesses.

 As the world marks 16 Days 
of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence from 25 

November–10 December, a recent 
public opinion poll in Nepal has 
shown that both men and women 
respondents place security and 
‘safety from violence’ as their 
number one concern.

Asked ‘What are the primary 
issues facing women in Nepal 
today?’ more than one-third of the 
respondents felt it was safety and 
protection from violence. Both 
genders – and especially younger 
respondents – identified protection 
from violence as the main 
problem facing Nepali women. 
Geographically, people in Bagmati, 
Sudurpaschim and Madhes 

Most Nepalis see progress in gender equality, b

Issues in Nepal’ by Sharecast Data 
Initiative and the Story Kitchen. The 
poll was conducted by enumerators 
in face-to-face interviews with 
4,267 respondents selected for a 
balanced representation of Nepal’s 
population. 

In answer to questions if Nepal 
has been making progress on gender 
equality, most respondents had 
a positive outlook about female 
representation, constitutional and 
legal safeguards, and cultural norms.

Asked about Nepal’s socio-
political and cultural changes 
affecting women, nearly 62% had a 
positive response while about 15% 
said they had noticed no change 
and about 16% said the country was 
moving in a negative direction. 

prioritised safety of women as their 
main concern. 

Societal restraints against 
women was seen as the second-
most important problem, especially 
in regions of the country considered 
to have more entrenched patriarchal 
norms like the Karnali.

‘Lack of household decision-
making’ was the third main issue 
respondents said women in Nepal 
face, and this was especially 
pronounced in rural areas. It could 
be a significant pointer to the 
feminisation of Nepal’s hinterland, 
with the outmigration mainly of 
young men from households.

This was among seven questions 
asked in a recent nationwide survey 
‘General Perceptions of Gender 0 10 20 30 40 50

1.  Violence against women         2. Lack of say within households         3. Political representation         4. Societal restraints

4.7% Signifi cantly Negative

How have recent constitutional and legal changes in 
Nepal impacted women's rights and gender equality?
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MISS MOTI-VATION KRIPA JOSHI

;fdflhs ;~hfn k|of]udf 
;r]ttf ckgfcf}+

g]kfn ;/sf/
lj1fkg af]8{

 ;fdflhs ;~hfndf ckl/lrt JolQmsf] ;fyL 
aGg] cg'/f]wnfO{ ljZj:t eP/ dfq k|ltlqmof 
hgfcf}+ .

ckl/lrt JolQmnfO{ hyfefjL ;fyL aGg 
cg'/f]w gk7fcf}+ .

;fdflhs ;~hfn tyf cGo ljB'tLo 
dfWodaf6 lr¶f k'/:sf/ h:tf cfly{s 
k|nf]egsf k|:tfjsf] e/df gk/f}+ .

cfkm"n] k|jfx u/]sf ;Gb]z jf ;"rgfaf6 
;dfhdf kg{;Sg] gsf/fTds k|efjsf] Vofn 
u/f}+ .

cfˆgf] ;Gb]zn] s'g} JolQm jf cGo s'g} 
;d'bfosf] cfTd;Ddfgdf rf]6 gk'¥ofcf}+ .
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