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ALL-PURPOSE BAMBOO

ONE DOG AT A TIME

The versatile bamboo plant is used in Nepal for construction, to 
make musical instruments, to carry things, to write with, even to eat. 
Now, bamboo groves are being used to protect villages near Chitwan 
National Park that are prone to frequent flooding due to climate 
breakdown. Watch the video on Nepali Times’ YouTube channel.

For the past few years, Sunita Pradhan Limbu's routine has been 
to feed the community dogs in her Gongabu neighbourhood. The 
50-year-old musician does not collect funds from anyone and buys 
food on her own to feed the dogs out of affection for the animals, 
expecting nothing in return except love. Subscribe to Nepali Times' 
YouTube channel for multimedia content.
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‘Hope-mongering’
bybSonia Awale
A new public opinion poll registered mass discontent with a 
dysfunctional government, but Nepalis also felt their lives had 
improved, and the country was doing mostly okay. Analysts who 
cited the survey were mercilessly trolled for being ‘hope-mongers’. 
Join the discussion online.

How USAID cut affects Nepal
by Kishor Pradhan
Donald Trump’s executive order to freeze USAID funding puts 
nearly $700 million in grants are in jeopardy till 2027. The order 
will have substantial impact on Nepal’s development aid, affecting 
livelihoods generated by USAID supported projects in Nepal. 
Details on our website. 

Farm subsidies: money down the 
drain
by Ramesh Kumar
Successive governments and private financial institutions have 
spent billions on agricultural subsidies and loans in the last 
decade to increase farm productivity, stimulate the economy, 
create jobs in agriculture and reduce imports. Some of that has 
happened, but not commensurate with the money spent. Go 
online to read the detailed report.

Most visited online page
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Of women, for women, by women
by Sudiksha Tuladhar
Even as Gender, diversity, equity and inclusion have deliberately 
been turned into slurs by the world’s most powerful nation, 
the landmark art exhibition Feminist Futures at Taragaon Next 
showcases perspectives on womanhood across Nepal and South 
Asia. Read the review at nepalitimes.com.

  

The new equaliser 
There is a lot of moaning and groaning 

in Nepal about the freezing of USAID 
programs. While many of the projects 

are in social services which reach the most 
marginalised, much of it is also tied aid or 
money that is ultimately spent in Kathmandu 
or goes to pay DC -based contracting firms.

Nepal received just about $350 million 
in foreign aid loans and grants in 2024, 
but inflows from Nepalis abroad was 
approximately $11 billion in the same year. 
And that was just through official channels. 

In the first six months of this fiscal year, 
Nepalis sent home Rs763 billion. This was 
4.1% higher than the figure for the same 
period last year, as the number of Nepalis 
going abroad to work grew much more. 

Remittance made up 
26.31% of Nepal’s GDP 
equivalent, from just 
1.5% in 1993. The share 
of remittances to GDP 
in Nepal is one of the 
highest in the world — 
only behind Tajikistan at 
38.42%, according to figures 
complied by One World 
In data. Nepal ranks 19th in the list of top 
remittance-receiving countries.

One billion people worldwide depend on 
remittances, and this grew five-fold in the last 
20 years regardless of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
conflicts and other impacts. 

According to the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM), remittances 
sent home by migrant workers totalled $831 
billion in 2022, nearly four times the amount 
disbursed as global foreign aid, which was 
$211 billion. 

In over 30 countries, remittances now 
account for more than 10% of the value of 
their entire economy, becoming a much more 
effective tool in lifting people out of poverty.

Migration is therefore the great new 
equaliser of the 21st century, a significant 
redistributor of wealth. Much of the 
remittance flows to poorer countries from 
richer nations, but it is also true that Nepal is 
the seventh largest source of remittances for 
India. Indians are filling in the semi-skilled 
jobs left vacant by Nepalis who have left for 
the Gulf, Malaysia.

While people in destination countries 
worldwide send only about 15% of their 
income back home, that money has much 
higher value in poorer nations like Nepal. 

In Nepal, money sent home by migrants 
has allowed families in the remotest corners 
to afford quality healthcare, nutrition and 

20 YEARS  AGO THIS WEEK

1 February 2005
Last week, the government introduced a contentious 
Social Media Bill that seeks to muzzle freedom of 
expression. It was the same week 20 years ago that 
King Gyanendra staged a military coup. Excerpts of 
how it all unfolded, from issue #233 1–10 February 
2005: 

February First, 10AM. King Gyanendra's 
28-minute royal proclamation is broadcast to 
the nation.

The monarch criticised political parties for misusing 
their parliamentary privilege, lambasted the Maoists for their 
criminality and terrorism, sacked Sher Bahadur Deuba (without 
naming him) for having been incapable (once again), and 
announced he was taking over the chairmanship of a new 
council of ministers for a period of up to three years.

Even before the broadcast had fi nished, telephone lines 
to and within Nepal and the mobile network went dead. The 
airport was closed and international fl ights diverted. The army's 
signals corps shut down satellite links at ISPs and radio stations.

The royal proclamation was followed by an announcement 
from the home ministry declaring a state of emergency and the 

suspension of the freedom of speech, assembly, 
the right to property, information and against 
preventive detention.

Before, during and after the address, 
political leaders, student leaders and activists of 
political parties were rounded up. Many of the 
senior-most were under house arrest. Deuba 
was kept in his offi  cial residence at Baluwatar, 
Girija Prasad Koirala and Madhab Kumar Nepal 
respectively at their homes in Maharajganj and 
Koteswor.

Some welcomed King Gyanendra's move, hoping this might 
help bring the raging Maoist war to a fi nish…the few students 
who defi ed a ban on rallies on Tuesday were quickly dispersed.

Except China, international response was negative. India, 
Britain and the United States and the United Nations conveyed 
concern about the impact on parliamentary democracy.

On Thursday the government announced a ban for six 
months on articles, interviews, news, notices and opinions 
against the 'letter and spirit' of the royal proclamation.

For archived material of Nepali Times of the past 20 
years, site search: nepalitimes.com

Remittance money 
sent home by 

migrant workers 
annually is at least 
30 times the aid 
Nepal receives

education for their children. Villages now 
have concrete houses. 

In fact, migration is the single biggest 
reason for Nepal’s possible graduation to 
a middle-income country by 2030. It is 
also perhaps one of the reasons why when 
asked, more than half the respondents told 
a public opinion survey recently that they 
were better off than five years ago — despite 
being disappointed with the government.

However, money from migration has not 
translated into investment in productive 
sectors. Most of it pays for day-to-day living 
costs of families. The government has 
failed to engage migrant returnees at home, 
whose skills and investments are being 
wasted without meaningful reintegration 

into society, forcing them 
no alternative but to migrate 
again.

Meanwhile, those 
leaving on student visas 
to the US, UK, Australia, 
Canada and Europe do not 
send as much money home. 
They are also much less 
likely to ever return.

Overseas employment 
is an outlet for Nepalis 
frustrated by party politics, 
corruption, unaccountability 
and lack of service 
delivery. It has also allowed 
the government to get 
away without having to 
find an additional 500,000 
new jobs every year for the 
young people entering the 
job market.

But in the process, 
Nepal is wasting its 
demographic dividend, 
which is the narrow window 
of opportunity for rapid 
economic advancement 
before a country or a 

society ages. We only have 25 more years 
or so to correct courses, by investing in 
people and generating jobs at home to 
reintegrate returnees, foster innovation and 
entrepreneurship. So, in general, to clean up 
our act.

Remittance is highly sensitive to 
external factors, and is an unsustainable 
and unhealthy long-term option. More than 
2 million Nepali migrants are employed in 
West Asia, which is prone to conflict. 

For a country that relies so heavily on 
remittances, it is in Nepal’s national interest 
to treat its migrant workers well instead of 
trying to fleece them every step of the way. 
Instead of a blanket ban on women migrants, 
the government should ensure their safety. 

Growing anti-immigrant sentiments 
around the world, particularly in America 
and Europe, ignore the fact that their 
economies are built on the blood, sweat 
and tears of migrants. It is they who do the 
dangerous and difficult jobs, at minimal 
pay. 

The truth is that people will continue 
to migrate for one reason or another as 
they have throughout history. For Nepal’s 
economy it is indispensable. But moving 
ahead, we must find the right balance 
between remittances and domestic 
investment. 
Sonia Awale

ROYAL WELCOME: 
The Duke and Duchess 
of Edinburgh, who are 
on a six-day tour of 
Nepal, paid a courtesy 
call on President Ram 
Chandra Poudel and his 
wife at Sital Niwas 
(See page 4).

Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
It has become unpopular in Nepal to say that things 
are not so bad. Analysts who cited a new poll where 
Nepalis said their lives had improved despite 
registering mass discontent with Nepal’s politics, were 
mercilessly trolled for being ‘hope-mongers’.

Sujeev Shakya @sujeevshakya
In a country where people buy new cars, send children 
to expensive schools and universities, drink expensive 
alcohol, buy land and apartments but when you ask 
them about #Nepal they want to hear #khattamchha a 
narrative that makes you feel good perhaps. 

Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
Farm subsidies: money down the drain 
Despite billions spent to increase farm productivity, 
create jobs in agriculture and reduce imports, Nepal’s 
agriculture is still underperforming. Details in Ramesh 
Kumar’s report:
 
Bishow Parajuli @BishowParajuli
Good story! Key concerns are: processes to access 
grants are too hard for ordinary farmers, making 
it impossible to receive grants. Also, subsidies are 
wrongly targeted, excludes poor farmers, among 
others. Must undertake a comprehensive review & 
relook at the overall system .

KIRAN RAJ BISTA / RSS

USAID FREEZE
It’s time to rethink how Nepal funds its public health systems 
(‘How USAID cut affects Nepal,’ Kishor Pradhan, nepalitimes.
com). Relying on external support is not a sustainable solution. 
The role and commitment of local governments must be 
realised to address Nepal’s unique public health challenges 
effectively.

Umesh Ghimire

  If foreign aid and support from organisations like the UN and 
WHO had improved Nepal’s healthcare system, the country 
would have already achieved better health outcomes years ago.

Deependra Thapa

  This is a challenging moment for the entire world, as Trump’s 
executive order to withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement 
and the WHO, and to freeze all foreign aid puts the global 
community at risk of climate disasters, pandemics, and many 
other crises.

Tsewang Gurung

  Thess cuts will ultimately help Nepal to become 
self-dependent than always appealing to institutions elsewhere.

Rk Pradhan

SNOW LEOPARD CONSERVATION
These rare snow leopards must be regarded as the country’s 
prized possessions (‘Ghosts of the Himalaya,’ Sonia Awale 
#1245), and we must protect their habitat from encroachment.

Bharat Koirala

  Well done Nepal, the wildlife country.
Alan Roadnight

UNSEASONAL WILDFIRES
Climate change has hit us (‘Wildfire season starts early in 
Nepal,’ nepalitimes.com). Be careful this dry season of 
the wildfires, we have to protect ourselves. In Kaski we are 
vulnerable but thanks to the community, we are ready to face 
the challenges and protect mother nature.

Akku Chowdhury
b

  Sadly, we are seeing effects of global warming. Maybe 
planting billions of trees might help. It should be mandatory for 
everyone to plant trees.

Gyurme Dondup

Love your 
decor
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Pathibhara protests 
Transport strikes against the construction of a cable car 
to the mountaintop shrine of Pathibahara in eastern 
Nepal have turned violent. Protestors threw stones at 
police, who retaliated with tear gas. Eight protesters in 
Jhapa and six in Sunsari were arrested on Sunday. 
Strikers believe the project would affect the local 
environment, culture, and deprive porters of jobs.

Indian aid
The Indian Embassy has donated Rs40.29 million to Sri 
Diding Elementary School in Sankhuwasabha to build 
two story buildings with rooms for educational and 
administrative purposes as part of India’s long-standing 
contribution to Nepal’s education and health care. In the 
past, India has helped establish hospitals, and donated 
ambulances and school buses to Nepal.

Japanese aid 
The Embassy of Japan is providing assistance under 
the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security 
Project (GGP) to Bayalpata Hospital in Achham district 
to improve healthcare in remote parts of Nepal. The 

$66,263 contract will finance the purchase of a Digital 
X-ray flat panel unit, USG Machine,  and C-arm imaging 
device that produces high resolution x-ray images of 
patients in real time.

Remittance surge 
Nepal Rastra Bank reported a 4.1% increase in 
remittance in the first six months of the fiscal year 2024-
25. Overall, imports are up 7.1%, exports are up 31.8%, 
and the total trade deficit has increased 4.4%.

Sudiksha Tuladhar

OneMart in Sanepa
Foodmandu’s grocery service, OneMart, is now available 
in a 4km radius around Sanepa, including the Lagankhel, 
Dhobighat, Nakkhu areas. Customers can choose from 
over 700 products through the Foodmandu app and get 
instant delivery. The service was initially available only 
around Gairidhara. 

Ncell women’s cricket
Ncell is supporting the WT20I Series between Nepal, 
Thailand and The Netherlands being held at the Tribhuvan 
Cricket Ground.

Rohini Rana in Jaipur
Rohini (Dolly) Rana, author of The Rana Cookbook and 
Nepal Cookbook is the only Nepali writer this year at the 
Jaipur Literary Festival. Rana participated in a panel with 
Lady Fiona Carnarvon in conversation with Meru Gokhale.

SC rules on NID 
The Supreme Court dismissed a writ petition asking 
to annul the National Identity Card, but implored the 
government to make the process to obtain the card more 
efficient. The Court also ruled that Nepali citizens should 
not be denied services because they lack the ID.

Nabil in Qatar
Nabil Bank organised a financial literacy program 
for Nepali migrant workers in Doha. Discussions on 
remittance transfer, investing, and loans were held. The 
bank also introduced a special loan to help returning 
migrant workers start businesses in Nepal. 
Nabil has also launched an entrepreneurship course at 
Monastic School in Janakpur. The three-month course 
aims to teach marketing and other business skills.

Pre-order S25 
Pre-orders for the Samsung Galaxy S25 series are open 
30 January - 13 February. Customers get free memory 
upgrades from 256GB to 512Gb and half price on the 
Galaxy Buds 3 Pro, as well as breakage insurance.

Nexon K3
Bookings have opened for the Tata Nexon K3 EV, starting 
at Rs4,899,000. This electric SUV has a range of 325km, 
190mm clearance, and a warranty of eight years or 
160,000km. Early bookers get a free fast charger.

In the old days, British royalty 
used to be invited on tiger 
hunting trips to Nepal. These 

days, they come to present awards 
to students, or visit animation 
studios.

Prince Edward, the youngest 
son of Queen Elizabeth II and 
brother of King Charles III, is 
in Nepal on a six-day tour. He 
is the Duke of Edinburgh and 
patron of the Duke of Edinburgh 
International Awards which was 
started by his father Prince Philip.

The Duke and Duchess met 
President Ram Chandra Paudel, 
presented the Duke of Edinburgh 
awards to young Nepalis and 
visited the Incessant Rain Studios 
in Kathmandu on Wednesday. 
On Friday he will take part in an 
attestation parade at the British 
Gurkha Camp in Pokhara.

The Prince also interacted 
with Nepali tech companies, 
FuseMachines, Esewa, Upaya and 
Genese Solution at Incessant Rains, 
a Kathmandu-based visual effects 
studio specialising in high-quality 
animation content for global film, 
television, and gaming industry.

The Prince engaged with 
young animators and visual effects 
creators at the studio and enquired 
about the challenges faced by tech 
companies in Nepal and about 
possible ways to advance with 
increased global recognition. The 
IT sector provides jobs to 73,000 
Nepalis, and the country exported 
software, programs and digital 
content worth nearly $1 billion last 
year.

The Duke of Edinburgh in Nepal
Presents adventure awards, visits an animation studio and British Gurkha camp

While touring the studio at 
Incessant Rain, Prince Edward also 
tried out a Virtual Reality (VR) 
animated show developed in Nepal. 
The studio also demonstrated an 
avatar of the Prince to explain the 
process of animation.

“Nepal has to push boundaries 
of technology and creativity, so that 
the trend of youths leaving Nepal 
can be paused, including young 
women who have talent in this 
sector,” Kiran Bhakta Joshi, Co-CEO 
of Incessant Rain told a meeting 
with the British royals.  

Incessant Rain Studios in 
Nepal has produced several movies 
including VFX projects for Walt 
Disney Studios, Fox Studios, 

and John Hunt, the British Army 
officer and mountaineer who led 
the first successful ascent of Mount 
Everest in 1953. 

The Duke presented 19 young 
Nepalis with the Gold Award, the 
highest achievement in the Award 
program and a culmination of 
hard work and self-development. 
Prince Edward said, “To achieve 
your Gold Award takes courage, 
commitment and tenacity – you 
should be exceptionally proud of 
what you’ve achieved.” 

The Awards help young 
people develop skills, resilience, 
and leadership and are earned by 
students particularly for outdoor 
and adventurous activities, but 
also for voluntary social service 
and self-improvement exercises.

Prince Edwards is the 14th 
member of the British Royal family 
to visit the country. His great 
grandfather King George V came 
on a tiger shooting trip in 1912, 
invited by Prime Minister Chandra 
Shumsher Rana’s ‘hunting 
diplomacy’ efforts. 

Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip also were taken hunting in 
Chitwan by King Mahendra when 
they visited in 1961 and before 
it became a national park. The 
royal couple paid another visit in 
1986, and since then King Charles 
visited three times while prince, 
and once with Princess Diana in 
1993. Prince Philip came again in 
2000, and Prince Harry in 2016.

Although no British prime 
minister has ever visited Nepal, 
Jung Bahadur Rana became the 
first royalty from the Subcontinent 
to visit Victorian England in 1850. 

  

Paramount, Universal Network, 
Netflix, Warner Brothers among 
others. 

Incessant Rain has also set up 
the Nepal chapter of Women in 
Animation (WIA) to encourage and 
inspire women to participate and 
make careers in animation. It is 
training 200 young women to bridge 
the gap between education and 
job opportunities, nurturing young 
talent, and combating antiquated 
gender stereotypes.

The Duke of Edinburgh 
interacted with three young 
animators who received 
scholarships supported by the 
British Embassy at the studio. The 
Prince visited different departments 

within the studio including VFX, 
3D and games area, and said he 
was fascinated by the process of 
movie-making in the studio and 
how Nepal’s companies have 
adopted new technologies.

Suman Rayamajhi Co-founder 
and Managing Director of Upaya 
told the meeting with the Prince, 
“Nepali youth are at par with 
young people internationally. 
They are extremely talented, they 
merely require the right training, 
and the platform to showcase their 
talents.”

The Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards was designed in the 
1950s by Prince Philip along with 
German educationist Kurt Hahn 

VIRTUAL WORLD: Duke of Edingburgh Prince Edward watches a VR animation show under development 
by Incessant Rain Studios in Kathmandu on Wednesday. 

INCESSANT RAIN STUDIOS

CAAN-ASAN 
Two bills have been introduced in Parliament to split 
CAAN Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal) under which CAAN 
would become the regulator and a new body, Air Services 
Authority of Nepal (ASAN) would be responsible for the 
funding, maintenance, and management of airports and 
other services. This is one of the requirements of the EU to 
remove Nepal from its safety list.
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