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The Asian Highlands’ abundance 
of Gravitational Potential Energy 

(GPE) can support the region’s 
energy transition, but it needs to be 

produced in much less hazardous 
and less environmentally and 

socially impactful ways. The best 
means of doing this is through off-
river, pumped-storage hydropower 

stations that back up solar and 
wind energy generators. Smaller 
projects such as this would also 
involve less risky tunneling and 

displacement.

Rivers of the Asian Highlands: 
From Deep Time to the 

Climate Crisis 
by Ruth Gamble, et al.

If there is one consistent lesson 
in Unruly Waters, it is that water 

management never has been, and 
can never be, a purely technical or 
a scientific question; neither can it 
be addressed on a purely national 

scale … the battle continues to 
understand the monsoons and 

mountain rivers that shape Asia.

Unruly Waters: 
How Mountain Rivers and 

Monsoons Have Shaped South 
Asia’s History   

by Sunil Amrith             

I have visited hundreds of rivers 
around the world, but for some 

reason I have never seen a river as 
beautiful as the Karnali. One day I 

would like to visit its source.

River conservation activist 
Megh Ale quoted in छालबाटो 

by Ramesh Bhushal
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