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Let's unite the 
Unified Marxist-

Leninist by 
dividing it.

2 Guest Editorial

How Israel lost its soul

The dramatic story of Israel’s birth in 
1948 following the Nazi Holocaust 
captured the wonder and admiration 

of the world. Its founders claimed that Israel 
would be a light to nations.

But the Jewish state’s identity has now 
gone from being the victim of genocide to 
perpetrator in less than two generations.

Israel’s Likud government stands 
accused of genocide in Gaza by a UN Special 
Committee, the World Court’s admission 
that the accusation is plausible, and 
recently by 28 nations acting in concert to 
declare Israel in violation of International 
Humanitarian Law.

What happened? Rather than face the 
truth of 75 years of injustice to Palestinians 
that led to the terrible slaughter and 
hostage-taking by Hamas in 2023, most 
Israelis support the daily overkill in Gaza, 
now nearly two years long. After more than 
100,000 casualties under constant bombing 
of the civilian population with no one 
shooting back, famine has begun.

Israel as a society and government have 
performed exactly the opposite of what 
David Ben Gurion declared:

The State of Israel will foster the 
development of the country for the benefit 
of all its inhabitants; it will be based on 
freedom, justice and peace …

The Jewish state’s identity has now gone from 
being the victim of genocide to perpetrator.
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PRESIDENTIAL COMEBACK: Former President Bidhya Devi Bhandari addressing a press conference on 
Friday amidst criticism both from within her UML and outside about a former head of state re-entering 
politics. But supporters said she was trying to save her UML party from going astray under Prime Minister 
K P Oli, the person who helped make her nomination to be president. The row threatens the party's unity.
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Nepal in 2050
by Sonia Awale
By 2050, Nepal’s poverty rate will drop to near zero, 
infrastructure will boost connectivity. But only if 
all goes well. To meet its socioeconomic goals in 25 
years, Nepal must have improved governance starting 
yesterday. Read analysis online.

Tarai gasps for water
by Chandrakishore
The Madhes Province water crisis has exposed the 
historical neglect by Kathmandu. The Cabinet’s 
decision to declare it a ‘disaster-hit zone’ is too little 
too late since this crisis took years to build up. Join the 
discussion online. 

Swimming with sharks
by Vishad Raj Onta
The Nepal edition of the global reality franchise Shark 
Tank features entrepreneurs pitching business ideas to 
investors. The show lacks the drama of the US version, 
but is a feel-good show Nepalis prefer. Details on our 
website.

Most visited online page

Offerings corrode Kathmandu’s gods
by Anita Bhetwal 
While Nepal rightly focuses on recovering stolen 
artefacts, centuries-old idols at home crumble due to 
chemical-based dyes and offerings, defacing sacred 
statues. Read full story at nepalitimes.com

Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
Nepali Times publisher @kundadixit in his 
weekly newsletter ruminates about getting old, 
as the newspaper he started marks the 25th 
year of publication this week.

Jeevan R. Sharma @jrs437
An excellent newspaper that has catered to 
the needs of a specifi c set of audience, and has 
adapted very well to the changing publishing 
landscape, congratulations to @kundadixit and 
his team

e"ld l3dL/] @BhumiGhimir
Congratulations Nepali Times on your quarter 
of a century birthday ! PS - but where is the 
Ass ?

sdn ufxf du/ @kamalKThapa
One of the Best Newspapers of Nepal.

Indra Mainali @IndraMainali
Respected Kunda Sir, a synonym of quality 
and professionalism, deserves our respect and 
appreciation for serving the nation and beyond 
our borders with factual and trustworthy news 
representing/ refl ecting ground realities of 
contemporary Nepal.
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25 TIMES NEPALI

Watch slide show on our YouTube Channel featuring 
the memorable covers year-by-year from 2000 to 2025 
and relive the nostalgia of the good (and not so good) 
old days.

25 YEARS OF JOURNALISM

To mark the 25th anniversary of Nepali Times, we asked 
longtime readers and well-wishers what the paper 
means to them. Watch on YouTube to fi nd out what 
keeps them coming back every Friday, and online.

NEPALI TIMES TURNS 25
Imagine no internet, no Google, 
just good old newsstands. 
Congrats for staying relevant 
for a quarter of a century. You 
were viral before viral was a 
thing. Here is to journalism that 
outlasts smartphones and keeps 
it real, no hashtag needed.

Arup Rajouria

  Congratulations, Kunda Dixit. 
We are aware of the tests and 
challenges you have gone 
through for a quarter century to 
make Nepali Times readers like 
us well-informed with our copy 
every Friday. 

Bharat Dutta Koirala

  Congratulations to Nepali 
Times on 25 years of impactful 
journalism. Special appreciation 
to the team, your contributions 
have been instrumental in 
raising awareness and 

may be that the Palestinians under decades 
of military rule are not actually citizens 
of Israel. That is a distinction without a 
difference, because the occupying authority 
has legal responsibility for the population 
under occupation, including the West Bank 
and Gaza.

True, there are areas declared to be 
administered by the Palestinians alone, but 
no one pretends that the Palestinian territory 
is truly free and independent. The occupied 
territory and its people remain wards of the 
Israeli state. Even though the UN created 
Israel, its various governments have long 
denied any right of the UN to curtail its 

expansionist aims and war-making powers.
Jewish Holocaust survivor Raphael 

Lemkin coined the word ‘genocide’ 
and made it his lifelong task to see it 
implemented in international law. The 
Genocide Convention was ratified by 
the United Nations in 1948, but is being 
deliberately flaunted by Israel in Gaza.

Genocide is a serious charge, but its 
terms in international law are clear: no 
killing or setting up conditions for the 
destruction of a people group just because 
they are members of that group, no forced 
expulsion or transfers of that group, and 
no public advocacy to do so, which is a 
key provision already violated by Messrs 
Netanyahu, Trump, Galant, and others.

In January 2024 the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ), joined by an Israeli ad 
hoc Judge, Aharon Barak, voted to urge 
punishment of those advocating expulsion 
or transfer of the population of Gaza.

The citizens of Israel bear collective 
responsibility for the actions of their 
government, but not as individuals unless 
they specifically vote for or advocate 
genocidal actions. Israeli opposition figures, 
of which there are very few, are courageous 
and deserve praise.

What about the citizens of the 
United States where both Democrats and 
Republicans have long aided and abetted 
Israel’s violence toward those under its 
protection? Governments and citizens 
everywhere must join forces to prevent 
famine from claiming more children in 
Gaza. 

Citizens must raise our voices now or be 
forever classed with those who allowed and 
abetted today’s Genocide. 
(Inter Press Service)

James E Jennings, PhD, is President of Conscience International, 
and Leader of US Academics for Peace delegations to Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Sudan, and other countries. He taught Middle East History, 
Archaeology, and Religion at US universities. 

Israel lost its soul by becoming racist, then 
racialist, with the doctrinaire view that Jews 
are by nature and divine right superior to 
other races. This has led to suppression of the 
Palestinians, and, if given the opportunity, 
to their extermination, as is now evident in 
Gaza.

Why under its decades-long military 
occupation of Palestine, have Arabs 
been killed, imprisoned, wounded, 
neighbourhoods bombed, houses destroyed, 
streets ploughed up, families imprisoned 
behind concrete walls, and an entire 
population denied the right to travel? 

The Zionist’s answer to these questions 
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simplifying climate science to 
highlight its impact and help build 
urgency and action.

Manjeet Dhakal

  At 25, your publication is 
relatively young and like your 
country and its ancient mountains, 
a barometer for freedom of 
expression and climate change 
beyond our region.

Naresh Khanna

  A hundred thanks for being a 
bastion for the values and practices 
once found in journalism. I do miss 
the Ass' Backside Column though. 

David Durkan

  Nepali Times is fair and 
balanced, but confrontational and 
argumentative too, which I trust.

Tony Jones

  I loved the pull out supplement 
covering the past 25 years. It was 
well put together.

Jackie Taylor

  Here’s to many many more facts 

that matter, digging deeper and 
telling better stories with 
snapshots of reality.

Rajiv Desraj Shrestha

  I am enjoying the 25th edition 
of Nepali Times. As an avid fan 
over the years, I too am feeling 
the same sense of nostalgia of 
how this weekly English 
newspaper changed my own 
habits to seek credible and 
relatable news.

Siddhant Pandey 

  A reader since I was abroad in 
2003, I valued Nepali Times for 
amplifying voices like mine. 
However, I observed limitations: 
perceived alignment with 
established powers during the 
Maoists' ascension to power, an 
'NGOised' focus on returnee and 
expats' narratives, selective 
coverage of the downtrodden, 
and superfi cial success stories. 
Despite this critique, its distinct 
voice remains vital compared to 
the insular mainstream media.

 Nirmal Ghimire Sharma
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Durga Rana Magar 
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Sacar
Brace yourself 
as Sac ar aka Lil 
Buddha takes the 
stage with his 
signature fl ow 
and lyricism. 
This celebration 
of hip-hop comes 
as a part of his 
Sacar Musical 
City Tour 2025.
2 August, 6pm 
onwards, Ticket: 
Rs1,000, XO Club, 
Thamel



Anek Rajbhandari 
in Kaski
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Migration

Labour Mobility 
Upasana Khadka
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