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Two sides of 
the same coin

The videos are everywhere. K P Oli is 
lifted to safety by an Army helicopter 
as protesters amass at the gates of 

Baluwatar. The Deuba couple is bloodied by 
an angry crowd. Stashed with cash, homes 
of party leaders were were ransacked and set 
ablaze.

Nepal went from an Oli-garchy to a youth-
led caretaker government in two days. The 
idealistic anti-corruption GenZ campaign 
was penetrated by an array of forces intent 
on inflicting maximum damage on state 
institutions.

Whatever their motivation, these disparate 
groups were all enraged by the kleptocracy. 
The state had looted the people for so long, 
many felt it was ok to loot the looters.

Prime Minister Sushila Karki has vowed 
to go after the corrupt, confiscate their ill-
gotten wealth and confiscate property. As a 
former Chief Justice, Karki is known for her 
no-nonsense attitude and zero tolerance for 
corruption. The three ministers appointed so 
far also have impeccable records for delivery 
and performance. 

Young turks like Gagan Thapa of the 
Nepali Congress and Yogesh Bhattarai of the 
UML have pledged to clean up their own 

Politicians were targeted, but what of 
bureaucrats who worked hand-in-glove with 
them to plunder the state?
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GENZ PROTEST VISIBLE FROM SPACE:  This satellite image of Kathmandu Valley on 9 September 
from the NASA Fire Information for Resource Management System (FIRMS) site shows red dots 
where buildings were burning. Infra-red sensors show some of the major fi res in the Singha Darbar 
area, the UML headquarters, Hilton hotel and Godavari Convention Centre. 

Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
Negative impact of recent protests is 
undeniable. Visuals of burning Hilton 
Hotel have been a powerful deterrent, 
not just for tourism but also foreign 
investors willing to set up in a country 
already infamous for corruption and poor 
investment climate.
 
Hypocrite Nepali @HypocriteNepali
This should also be a lesson to the private 
sector about how little trust people 
have on them. Despite repeated claims 
by owners of not having politicians 
investment, the public didn’t seem to buy 
it. Why?
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NEW MINISTERS
The interim government’s 
priority is to arrange new 
elections, creating real change 
is up to the new elected 
government (‘Nepal interim 
government faces fi rst hiccups’, 
Sonia Awale, nepalitimes.com). 
It is time for the GenZ movement 
to establish a transparent and 
non-corruption based alternative 
for voters to select. To the youth 
of Nepal: register so you can vote. 
Not voting is saying no to change 
for the better.

Ben-Erik Ness
 

  I’m remembering the days of 
1990, when they toppled the 
partyless panchayat system. 
Today a partyless collective 
toppled a multi-party 
government. 

Bhupendra Prasad Giri 
 

  Give the interim government a 
chance, change and reform need 

“Politicians and bureaucrats are two sides 
of the same coin,” she told us. “In fact, the 
bureaucracy, political parties, the judiciary, 
security apparatus, and government agencies 
were all colluding in state capture.”

The Land Revenue Office, the 
Departments of Survey, the Department of 
Roads and Tax Offices were all seen as dens 
of thieves, so protesters torched them all. The 
Department of Transport Management, long 
seen as being in the grip of middlemen, has 
shut all services.

To be sure, burning down a building does 
not reform make. It will take much more to 
uproot corruption because its tentacles have 
burrowed deeply into every sector of the 
state. When the government banned social 
media earlier this month, Elon Musk posted 
on X that he would not register to pay taxes to 
a corrupt country like Nepal.

Corruption had undermined development, 
hurt Nepal’s investment climate, and 

contributed to the cost of doing business 
which was passed down to consumers in 
terms of higher prices. 

Diksha Kandel, a corporate lawyer, has 
seen it all. “Government offices created 
unnecessary hurdles every step of the way 
in everything from getting FDI approval to 
industry registration. Everything has a rate,” 
she says. 

She adds: “The level of corruption at all 
levels of bureaucracy was frankly terrifying. 
At least with local political representatives, 
they are accountable to the people and get 
things done, even if it is to get re-elected.”

There is no shortcut to ending corruption, 
it has become a way of life. It was the main 
factor fuelling youth rage, and added to the 
increasing outmigration of Nepalis.

Pradhananga says impunity was 
institutionalised as the guilty never got 
punished because of corruption in the 
judiciary: “Judges were also political 
appointees. If they were to honestly prosecute 
criminals, corruption would go down by 
75%.” 

Pradhananga thinks if corruption is under 
control, it will only take two years to kick start 
development, for Nepal’s international image 
to improve, and foreign investment to start 
flowing in. “But for that we need to be run by 
efficient managers, not career politicians who 
have mistaken politics for a profession instead 
of a public service.”

Political interference has defanged the 
Commission for the Investigation of Abuse 
of Authority (CIAA). The Special Court 
that presides over corruption and money 
laundering arising from public procurement 
cases also needs to be overhauled.

Revolutions often start with an agenda to 
eradicate corruption, only for it to be further 
entrenched with regime change, eroding 
public trust in democracy. The outcome of 
Nepal’s GenZ protest, especially after the 
March election, should reward candidates 
with demonstrable efficiency and integrity. 

parties with generational 
change in leadership. 
There are similar, but 
more subdued, voices 
within the Maoists and 
even the RSP.

For a spectacularly 
successful movement 
against corruption and 
for good governance, there could not have 
been a better outcome — even though in 
the public perception the GenZ revolt has 
been tainted somewhat by the infiltration 
and wanton destruction of government 
installations. Still, there is hope this catharsis 
will shake up the system and clean it up.

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Nepal’s development was systematically 
hollowed out by malfeasance for the past 
decades. But it was not just politicians and 
senior party leaders who were corrupt, 
usually they were hand-in-glove with the 
civil service. Bureaucrats largely escaped the 
wrath of the people last week although many 
were partners in crime. 

The debate in Nepal for many years 
has always been, who is more corrupt: 
politicians or bureaucrats? Or, who corrupted 
who? Padmini Pradhananga, who headed 
Transparency International Nepal, says the 
two complement each other.

SUPREME COURT
Justice hasn’t died, justice never 
dies. The Supreme Court building 
was set on fi re, it can be rebuilt. 
Files were burnt, which can be 
retrieved (‘The day justice died’, 
Mamata Shrestha, page 8).

Santosh Shah
 

  Justice had always been dead in 
this country. Let us not pretend 
there aren’t many controversial 
cases still waiting for so-called 
justice for over half a decade and 
beyond. The Supreme Court and 
the leeches inside it existed to 
favour the parties, not people. 
Whatever happened to this 
building was an attempt to erase 
evidence.

Sujan Shrestha
 

  The Supreme Court collapsed 
when the judges handed over the 
tools of social media ban to a 
corrupt government. They made 
the same mistake as 
Bangladesh’s judges, and the 
outcome in both cases is identical. 
Judges, do not go against the will 

of the people, and do not side with 
corrupt politicians.

Hossain Siddiqui
 

  Is it really possible in this day 
and age that all court documentats 
are still only on paper? I have my 
doubts, but if that really is the case 
it might be a good time for the 
Supreme Court to upgrade.

Gary Wornell
 

  What a shame about the 
Supreme Court. This is the 
downside of protests and mob 
psychology.

Anita Anand
 
 
VIPASSANA 
As a fellow Vipassana 
meditator, I deeply resonate 
with this (‘Vipassana during a 
revolution’, Alisha Sijapati, page 3). 
The fear of the world collapsing 
while we’re inside is very real. 

But I can only imagine the 
emotions you and other meditators 
went through when it actually 

Online Package

REMEMBER THEIR NAMES

As Nepal mourns the 74 killed during last 
week’s protests, the names of some them 
are projected on walls across Kathmandu 
Valley. The majority who were killed since 8 
September were Nepal’s youth with dreams 
for the future. The election government in 
which Nepalis place so much faith must 
now rise to the moment. Accountability 
cannot be deferred. Justice must not be 
delayed. Watch video, and subscribe to the 
Nepali Times YouTube channel.

time and dedication. The whole 
middle segment of the 
administration will have to be 
reformed. Will they follow the 
example of the new crew? I very 
much hope so.

Renate Schwarz
 

  Nothing will change straight 
away, it will take a long time to fi x 
this country after years of 
corruption.

Claudia Quiroga
 

  Those who are now in power 
must be aware that the timeframe 
presents enough of fertile ground 
for forces opposed to this to 
formulate plans, strategise and 
resurface stronger and better 
prepared to take over. It seems 
infi ltration and sabotage plans 
have already begun. Only time 
will tell whether it is the new 
Nepal or just a new game with old 
players.

Gyanendra Banks

happened. In times of crisis, 
turning inward with awareness 
and sending loving, kindness and 
compassion outward for lives lost, 
families grieving, and everyone 
affected is far more important than 
spreading panic and fear. This too 
shall pass.

Rolina Dhital
 

  Reading this was like a walk 
down memory lane, a lesson in life 
and what we have all lived in the 
last few days.

Tulsi Khemka
 

  Beautifully crafted experience. I 
had been wondering how the 
meditators must have felt as 
they got back to the 
outside world after Vipassana. 

Shital Shakya
 
 TOURISM
Maybe the guys who stay at Hilton 
will not be coming back soon but 
all the other Nepal-loyals will 
return as soon as things calm 
down and it is safe for them to 
return (‘Nepal turmoil will hit 

tourism,’ Vishad Raj Onta, #1278). 
No need to worry much about it.

Varvåra H.
 

  I would prefer not to have 
skyscrapers in the centre of the 
city. It was a bit of an eyesore. Not 
only this, but all the 
other highrises that have erupted 
in the centre of Kathmandu are 
visually unappealing and also a 
symbol of how they were built 
illegally.

Nidhi Shah
 
ECONOMY
I wonder who pays to rebuild 
everything (‘Relocate, reallocate, 
recover’, Shristi Karki, page 
6-7). What if it causes more 
harm in the economy than the 
government as a consequence?

Steve Norton
 

  There was a concealed agenda 
by vested groups that were not 
GenZ (‘Questions that won’t leave 
me’, Ishika Panta, nepalitimes.
com).

Stewie McLean

 Nepali Times @NepaliTimes
Sushila Karki has been sworn in as the new 
Prime Minister and is tasked with forming an 
interim government to hold elections for the new 
leadership of the country. #NepalProtests
Read about the life and career of Nepal’s fi rst female 
prime minister:
 
Asmita Pradhan @apsster
Nepal’s historic appointment of its fi rst female 
Prime Minister is a bittersweet victory, fueled by 
the GenZ movement. (P.S. This whole conversation 
started on Discord, and of course viral TikTok, 
which is peak GenZ, honestly.)
A revolution can begin with a 30-sec video.

PS



Alisha Sijapati

Nation





Go online for high resolution images 
and the compilation video.

nepalitimes.com



Shristi Karki



Nation  

Sangya Lamsal



Mamata Shrestha


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

