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ONE MONTH ON

Already trying to balance 
youth demands with 
legal provisions in the 

Constitution, Prime Minister 
Sushila Karki’s interim government 
faced yet another challenge over 
Dasain: a receding monsoon 
dumped unseasonal rain unleashing 
floods and landslides that killed at 
least 60, mostly in eastern Nepal. 

The government was rated 
positively for its early warning 
and the ‘visibility’ of its disaster 
response, with many comparing 
it to the inaction of the NC-UML 
coalition during last year’s floods. 

Government agencies and police 
proactively closed off hazardous 
sections of highways as Kathmandu 
was marooned from the rest of the 
country in the peak holiday season. 
Stranded passengers were taken 
care of, with police, army and local 
governments in Ilam coordinating 
rescue and relief efforts.

Many of the problems were 
structural and inherited from 
decades of neglect and corruption 
in highway contracts. Shoddy 
bridges and encroachment of 

settlements along river banks have 
increased risk from more frequent 
extreme weather caused by climate 
breakdown.

With Dasain over, Tihar 
around the corner and the worst 
of the disaster behind, Karki 
administration is trying to balance 
the separate demands of GenZ 
movers and shakers who installed 
her in office with constitutional 
provisions.

It has not helped that the badly-
mauled political parties are spoiling 
for a fight, and the three 
top leaders show little 
signs of stepping down.

“Nepal’s movement 
did not happen in a 
democratic vacuum, so 
this government walks a 
very fine line in political 
legitimacy,” says Bidushi Dhungel 
of the National Democratic Institute 
in Nepal. “In this fragile space, 
whatever the work done — or not 
done— by the interim government 
within its limited mandate, 
it may open up avenues for 
further dissent from old and new 
actors. They are caught between a 
rock and a hard place.”

Civil society activists issued a 
statement on Wednesday calling on 

the main political parties to heed 
the writing on the wall and reform 
themselves. Signed by professor 
Krishna Khanal and former 
ambassador Keshab Mathema, the 
statement said: ‘The main leaders 
of the main parties should say 
sorry, and voluntarily resign ... they 
must respect public sentiments and 
work to reform and transform their 
parties to be more accountable to 
the public, or risk being irrelevant.’ 

Complicating matters further 
are the sometimes contradictory 

demands of various GenZ 
factions on punishing 
those responsible for the 
carnage and rampage 
of 8-9 September, 
Constitution and elections.

Karki faces calls 
to immediately detain 

former PM K P Oli and Home 
Minister Ramesh Lekhak for their 
involvement in the massacre 
outside Parliament. Under pressure 
from GenZ delegates, Home 
Minister Om Aryal fired off a letter 
to the police to arrest the two.

But later at a confrontational 
midnight meeting at the prime 
minister’s residence in Baluwatar, 
all four security chiefs advised 
Karki that arresting the UML and 

Shristi Karki

NC ex-ministers could unleash 
violent confrontation on the streets.

The interim government is in 
a bind. It has formed a committee 
headed by Gauri Bahadur Karki to 
investigate the killings last month as 
well as the arson and vandalism that 
followed. The question is: should it 
wait for the committee to submit its 
report before punishing perpetrators, 
or let police arrest those who can 
easily be identified in social media 
posts setting fire to Singha Darbar, 
the Supreme Court and other sites. 

The Prime Minister is caught 
in the crossfire between managing 
the expectations of a movement 
that appointed her, and working 
within the framework of her 
interim government’s mandate and 
Constitution.
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GROUND ZERO: The destroyed centre of 
Nepal's government with Singha Darbar 
(in green scaff olding), the Attorney General's 
Offi  ce, Supreme Court and in the distance 
Parliament building. Also seen are the nearly 
fi nished new Parliament Complex and the new 
Supreme Court buildings. Drone shot taken on 
Thursday morning.
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