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Foundation for  
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For membership or orders you can visit 
http://www.ogmios.org/membership or alternatively 
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Chris Moseley, 9 Westdene Crescent, Caversham 
Heights, Reading RG4 7HD, England, e-mail: 
chrmos50@gmail.com  

with payment and text “Please enrol me as a member of 
the Foundation for Endangered Languages.  I enclose 
my subscription to end 2012. I will receive all the year’s 
Ogmios newsletters, details of meetings, calls etc.” 
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1 Concessionary memberships are available for full-time students or unwaged 
persons. Please provide evidence. 

2 Solidarity membership is available only to : 

a. current (and future) exchange organisations (i.e. charities that send their 
publication to the Foundation). 

b. members of indigenous language communities resident OUTSIDE USA, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Japan, S. Korea, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Israel, Saudi Arabia or Arab Emirates, Ice-
land, Norway, Switzerland  or European Union.  

3 “Voluntary body” includes university departments and charity organisa-
tions, “Official body” includes government departments. 
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I wish to purchase proceedings volume(s):  

Each volume costs £15. Add £5 per volume if you are 
not a member. Surface mail included. For airmail, add 
£7.50 per copy.  
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r 

Num
/ sets 

 

Price 

FEL II (1998 Edinburgh): EL: What Role 
for the Specialist?   

  

FEL III (1999 Maynooth): EL and Education      
  

FEL IV (2000 Charlotte): EL and Literacy    
  

FEL V (2001 Agadir): EL and the Media   
  

FEL VI (2002 Antigua): EL and their Literatures   
  

FEL VII (2003 Broome): Maintaining the Links: … the 
Land   

  

FEL VIII (2004 Barcelona): On the Margins of Nations. 
Lg. Rights   

  

FEL IX (2005 Stellenbosch): Creating Outsid-
ers.Migr’n,Margnls’n   

  

FEL X (2006 Mysore): Vital Voices: EL and 
.Multilingualism   

  

FEL XI (2007 Kuala Lumpur): Working Together for 
EL   

  

FEL XII (2008 Leeuwarden): EL and Language Learn-
ing  

  

FEL XIII (2009 Khorog): EL and History  
  

FEL XIV (2010 Carmarthen): Reversing Language Shift  
  

FEL XV (2011 Quito): EL: Voices and Images (Voces y 
Imágenes)  

  

Volumes FEL II - XV with free surface postage for !£ 
175  

n
/a 

  

Total orders  
  

Membership fee  
  

I wish to make an additional donation to the Founda-
tion  

  

TOTAL  
  

o I enclose a cheque in £ GBP payable to  “Foundation for Endangered Lan-
guages”. 

o I enclose a check in US $ payable to “Nicholas Ostler”.  (Use other means 
of payment if possible.) 

o I enclose proof of having sent an equivalent sum in my own currency to the 
society’s account, “Foundation for Endangered Languages”, Account no: 
50073456, The Cooperative Bank (Sort code: 08-90-02), 16 St. Stephen's 
Street, Bristol  BS1 1JR, England, or order to my bank to pay this  annu-
ally. 

o I wish to pay FEL by credit card (Visa, MasterCard, EuroCard).  Card de-
tails are as given below. 

Card 
number: 

     Exp date (month | 
year) 

  

Card holder’s 
name 

 

Card billing 
address 

 

 

Signed:      
 Date: 

 

Name:      
 E-mail: 

Address: 

 

 

Any special expertise or interest:  
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1. Preamble  1.1. The Present Situation 

At this point in human history, most human languages are spoken by exceed-
ingly few people. And that majority, the majority of languages, is about to 
vanish. 

The most authoritative source on the languages of the world (Ethnologue, 
Gordon 2005) lists just over 6,900 living languages. Population figures are 
available for just over 6,600 of them (or 94.5%). Of these 6,600, it may be 
noted that: 

56% are spoken by fewer than 10,000 people; 28% by fewer than 1,000; and 
83% are restricted to single countries, and so are particularly exposed to the 
policies of a single government. At the other end of the scale, 10 major lan-
guages, each spoken by over 100 million people, are the mother tongues of 
almost half (49%) of the world’s population. 

More important than this snapshot of proportions and populations is the out-
look for survival of the languages we have. Hard comparable data here are 
scarce or absent, often because of the sheer variety of the human condition: a 
small community, isolated or bilingual, may continue for centuries to speak a 
unique language, while in another place a populous language may for social 
or political reasons die out in little more than a generation. Another reason is 
that the period in which records have been kept is too short to document a 
trend: e.g. the Ethnologue has been issued only since 1951. However, it is 
difficult to imagine many communities sustaining serious daily use of a lan-
guage for even a generation with fewer than 100 speakers: yet at least 10% of 
the world’s living languages are now in this position. 

Some of the forces which make for language loss are clear: the impacts of 
urbanization, Westernization and global communications grow daily, all ser-
ving to diminish the self-sufficiency and self-confidence of small and tradi-
tional communities. Discriminatory policies, and population movements also 
take their toll of languages.  

In our era, the preponderance of tiny language communities means that the 
majority of the world’s languages are vulnerable not just to decline but to 
extinction. 

1.2. The Likely Prospect 

There is agreement among linguists who have considered the situation that 
over half of the world’s languages are moribund, i.e. not effectively being 
passed on to the next generation. We and our children, then, are living at the 
point in human history where, within perhaps two generations, most lan-
guages in the world will die out. 

This mass extinction of languages may not appear immediately life-
threatening. Some will feel that a reduction in numbers of languages will ease 
communication, and perhaps help build nations, even global solidarity. But it 
has been well pointed out that the success of humanity in colonizing the 
planet has been due to our ability to develop cultures suited for survival in a 
variety of environments. These cultures have everywhere been transmitted by 
languages, in oral traditions and latterly in written literatures. So when lan-
guage transmission itself breaks down, especially before the advent of literacy 
in a culture, there is always a large loss of inherited knowledge.  

Valued or not, that knowledge is lost, and humanity is the poorer. Along with 
it may go a large part of the pride and self-identity of the community of for-
mer speakers. And there is another kind of loss, of a different type of know-
ledge. As each language dies, science, in linguistics, anthropology, prehistory 
and psychology, loses one more precious source of data, one more of the 
diverse and unique ways that the human mind can express itself through a 
language’s structure and vocabulary. 

We cannot now assess the full effect of the massive simplification of the 
world’s linguistic diversity now occurring. But language loss, when it occurs, 
is sheer loss, irreversible and not in itself creative. Speakers of an endangered 

language may well resist the extinction of their traditions, and of their lin-
guistic identity. They have every right to do so. And we, as scientists, or con-
cerned human beings, will applaud them in trying to preserve part of the di-
versity which is one of our greatest strengths and treasures.  

1.3. The Need for an Organization 

We cannot stem the global forces which are at the root of language decline 
and loss.  

But we can work to lessen the ignorance which sees language loss as inevi-
table when it is not, and does not properly value all that will go when a lan-
guage itself vanishes.  

We can work to see technological developments, such as computing and 
telecommunications, used to support small communities and their traditions 
rather than to supplant them. And we can work to lessen the damage: 

• by recording as much as possible of the languages of communities 
which seem to be in terminal decline;  

• by emphasizing particular benefits of the diversity still remaining; 
and  

• by promoting literacy and language maintenance programmes, to 
increase the strength and morale of the users of languages in dan-
ger. 

In order to further these aims, there is a need for an autonomous international 
organization which is not constrained or influenced by matters of race, poli-
tics, gender or religion. This organization will recognise in language issues 
the principles of self-determination, and group and individual rights. It will 
pay due regard to economic, social, cultural, community and humanitarian 
considerations. Although it may work with any international, regional or local 
Authority, it will retain its independence throughout. Membership will be 
open to those in all walks of life.  

2. Aims and Objectives 

The Foundation for Endangered Languages exists to support, enable and assist 
the documentation, protection and promotion of endangered languages. In 
order to do this, it aims: 

To raise awareness of endangered languages, both inside and outside the 
communities where they are spoken, through all  media; 

To support the use of endangered languages in all contexts: at home, in educa-
tion, in the media, and in social, cultural and economic life; 

To monitor linguistic policies and practices, and to seek to influence the ap-
propriate authorities where necessary; 

To support the documentation of endangered languages, by offering financial 
assistance, training, or facilities for the publication of results; 

To collect together and make available information of use in the preservation 
of endangered languages; 

To disseminate information on all of the above activities as widely as pos-
sible. 
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