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No . 53 Firs t Quart er 1988 

Dear Friends, 
We b e gin the year with enthusiasm a nd 

c onfid enc e stemming from the excellent 
respons e t o our questionn a ire , which is 
reported on page 6 of this issue. We 
thank Frank We stbrook f or pre par i n g t he 
questionnai re a nd wish to apologize to 
h i m for crowding his original ont o both 
sides of a ha l f sheet -- and thank a l l 
of you for using l i mi t e d s pace so ef ­
fectively . 

With this issue we include the 1988 
Memb e rship List -- offered regularly in 
the e v e n numb ered years . For n eH mem­
b e rs He will mention that a bibliography 
Supplement is enclosed Hith the first 
issu e o f POSTAL HIHAL in odd numbered 
years . For back issue s, Hrit e to Roger 
Skinne r, our USA Repres en tative , for 
information and prices. 

Our P r e sident, Dr. Pier r e Couvre u r , 
and your editor have agree d on the r e ­
cipien t of the P r es ide n t ' s Priz e for 
1987 . The Hinne r is Mr . F. A. Westbr ook, 
Jr ., for his serie s title d: "Building A 
Nepal Collec tion" , which is d esi gn e d fo r 
Beginne rs and Interme dia t e collectors . 
Eig h t s ections - - on e in e ach issu e -­
have appear e d ove r the past tHO years , 
wit h the ninth in this issu e . See pp . 
7-8. Frank ' s flair for Hriting, couple d 
Hith his ability t o cond ens e c ompl icated 
topics us in g a smooth, floHing, und er ­
standable pr ose , has b een appreciate d by 
a numb e r of members who have Hritt e n t o 
us. -- We ext end an Hon orable Mention 
t o tHO o f our ' r egular s ' , Dr. Wolfgang 
C. He llrigl (first Pres id ent of our 
St udy Circle ) and Prof . Dr. Armand E . 
Singer , bot h of 1;"hom submitt e d short 
but us eful r e search - t ype articles Hhich 
appear e d during 1987. 

NeH publica ti ons o f importance ar e 
me n tion e d i n this issue . See LeHis 
Blackburn's a nno unc ement on page 2 , te l ­
l i n g of a pla n to r e print " Chiu ' s Sup ­
plement". Michae l Roge rs (also a Stu dy 
Circle me mber) has a rr a nged to pr od u c e 
this va luable r e feren ce Hork, l on g out ­
o f-prin t . Portion s of it Hi ll b e o f 
s pe c ia l inte r e st to all Tibet colle c ­
tors . 

Fo r Bhut a n nthusiasts , see the r evicH 
o f an import a n t paper ti tle d: "The Pos ­
ta l-Fi s ca l Cove rs of Bhutan". See p . 3 . 
We t hank Nildo Ha rp e r f or sending u s a 
copy of this fine pape r . 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING INTRODUCED 

FOR HEHBERS USE ONLY 

On e insertion, per line $ 1 . 00 
Four i ns e rtions, p e r line 3 . 50 

To calculate the numb e r of line s your 
adv will r e quir e , count 39 characters 
per l i n e , i ncluding all l e tt e rs, nu­
me rals, punctua tion marks a nd blank 
spaces b e tHeen Hords . Ads Hill be 
placed und e r approp riat e headin g s as 
n eed e d . See the Classifie d Ad section 
in t h e fina l pag es of any issue of The 
AMERICAN PHILATELIST for typica l adv 
head ings -- o r simp l y sen d yo ur mm a d, 
asking the edit or to plac e it und e r an 
a ppropriate h eadin g (at no ext ra c ost) . 

DEADLINE : Ad and payment in USA dol­
lars , must r e ach the edit or by the first 
day of on e of the fo lloH ing months -­
Fe bruary , Hay , Au gust, Novemb e r -- i n 
o rder for ad to appear in issu es maile d 
about o n e mon t h later . Any change of 
copy after t h e first insertion Hill be 
count e d as a n ew ad . 

HANTED 

Pe r fo r a tion va ri e ti es o f native l y - prin­
ted Nepal stamps of 1958-61 (Scott Nos . 
Cl , 102, 11 8 , 119, 1 20, 1 21-23 & 125 / 
SG Nos . 11 5 , 116, 11 8 , 119, 134 , 13 5 - 3 7 
& 137a) i n pairs, b l ocks & s hee ts perf , 
i mperf & imp e rf be tHeen. Do n ot s e nd 
material b e fore Hriting , givin g detai l s 
& prices . Westbrook , 245 UnquoHa Rd . -
# 11, Fairf ield, CT 06430 , USA . 

Finally , He regre t the n ecessi t y o f 
i n forming you t hat He hav e l os t a n o the r 
lon g- time member , Arthur Br oHn o f Argyll 
Etkin Ltd. , Hh o di e d at the beginn i n g o f 
October 1987 - - the second i n a mo n th . 

On the positive sidc , HC Hc lc ome t he 
n e H me mb e r s l ist e d o n t he back o f the 
cove r page . Two of th e s e hav e waited a 
ver y l on g time to s ee t h e ir name s o n the 
list a nd He apo l ogize fo r the uns eemly 
d e l ay i n r c porting . -- We as k al l mem­
bers , old a nd n ew , to check t he ir e n try 
o n the en c l osed Memb e rship List a nd to 
re port a ny e rr o r s t h ey may find , so 
t hat your e d itor can c o rr e ct the m. 

Lc ste r A. Miche l 
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EXH IBITIO N NEWS 

Dick van d e r Wateren r e ports that h e 
attended the week-lon g stamp exhibiti on 
in Assen -- a regional ex h ibition in 
the Net he rlands . His first experienc e 
at ex hibitin g was quit e s uc cessful as 
his " Classic Stamps of Nepa l" \.Jas a\var­
d e d a VERHEIL and a He dal of Hono ur 
from th e "Bond van Nederlandse Fi lat e li­
sten Vereniginge n " (th e Leagu e of Dutch 
Philatelic Soci e ties) , plus an invita­
tion to exhib i t in Apri l 1988 . Dick 
observed that it was the f irst time that 
the judges had s een a Nepal exhibit in 
the Ne the rlands ! (Congratulati on s , Dick. 
Keep up the go od work .--Ed . ) 

xx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX X}G'(XXX XXX XX 

NEPAL PHILATELIC SOC I ETY MEETS 

On 16 January 1988, the Annual Gen eral 
Meeting of the Nepal Philatelic Society 
was he ld. The n ewly e lected Officers & 
Executive Committee Hembers are : 

President - The Right Hon ourable Mr. 
Omka r Prasad Gauchan 

Vice Presiden t - Mr . Nand a Govinda Raj-
karnikar 

Secretary - Mr . Shyam P. Nhuchh e Pradha n 
Treasurer - Mr . Deepak Man Manandhar 
Publicity Secretary - Mr . Ramesh Shrestha 
Organ isat ion Sec ' y - Mr . Jaya Hari Jha 

Execu tive Commit t ee Members ar e : 
Mr . Bishnu Lal Shresta 
Hr. Ghana Shyam Rajkarn ikar 
Mr . Hari Prasad Duwal 
Hr . Dwarika Bhakta Joshi 
Hr. Ishwar Han Singh 

Nomin ated Hemb e rs are : 

Mr. Nadan Bahadur Shre stha 
Mr . Tirtha Raj Onta 

See the ne\"spaper r eport on page 3 
for mo r e information concerning this 
important annual meeting. We wish al l 
success for the epal Philate lic Society 
during this new year und er the l eader­
ship o f this fin e group of members, many 
of \.Jhom are also members of ou r Study 
Circl e . --Ed. 

Note : The special cance l sho\m at right 
came t o u s on an aerogramm e from the Ne­
pal Representative of our Study Circle, 

Mr. S . L. Shrestha .--Ed . 
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QUE S T ION S & A NSW E R S 

Geo rge Bourke asks : " Hy question has 
to do \,7i th the "squas h ed reve rs e S" var ­
iety on the 3 Annas mentioned by Water­
fa ll in his handbook , " The Postal His­
tory of Tibet", 1981 e dition, pp . 44&49 . 
To the b est of my knowledge this er ror 
has n ever b een illustrated in any of the 
lite rature on Tibetan Postal History. I 
have r ecently p urchas e d a stamp that I 
think may b e this variety . I sen t this 
stamp to an expert on the stamps and 
postal history of Tibe t . He tho u ght it 
may be this rar e variety . The pr obl em 
is that h e had n ever seen on e . If one 
o f o ur memb e rs has knowl edg e of this 
item and could send the editor a photo 
or a dra\"ing of it which could b e pub­
lished in POSTAL HIMAL, I am s ure it 
would be a service t o Tibet c o llectors, 
both presently and in the f u t u re ." --
(We look forward to t he opportunity to 
publish such an illustration, t oge the r 
,"i th a ny appropriate comments . --Ed .) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

CHIU ' S SUPPLE~ffiNT TO BE REPRINTED 

J. Le\.Jis Blackburn, Pr e sident of THE 
CHINA STAHP SOCIETY , INC ., and a member 
of our Study Cir c l e , reports : 

"Michae l Rogers in Hinter Park, Flori­
da (and a member of our Stud y Circl e ), 
has obtain ed rights to republish "Chiu ' s 
Suppl ement" . He apparently will issu e 
it in sections, combining Chiu ' s articles 
that he ran sometimes over many issues . 
Hhen Tib e t & related areas is to b e done 
is unknmm , but I will see him at SESCAL 
",here h e \.Ji 11 h ave a bo o th ." (We will 
alert our readers when we get more in­
formation from Hr. Blackburn.--Ed.) 

A RECENT SPECIAL CANCEL OF NEPAL 



NEHS FROM KATH lANDU 

(We thank our Nepa l Repr e sentative 
Mr. Sur endra La l Shres tha -- for this 
n ewsp ap e r c lipping from THE RISING NEPAL 
for 18 January 1988.--Ed.) 

DEVELOP~lliNT OF PHILATELY STRESSED 

Kathmandu, Jan. 17 (RSS): 
Minister for Communications, Works & 

Transport Hari Bahadur Basnet inaugura­
t e d the 10th (tenth) gen eral confe rence 
of the Nepal Philate lic Society here 
Saturday. 

Sp e aking on the occasion, Minister 
Basn e t said that the philat e lic sector 
should b e steadily developed as impor­
tant even ts and personalities of the 
country could be introduce d throu gh the 
medium of postage stamps. 

Noting that the philate lic sector was 
not very pop ular i n Nepal , he stre sse d 
the n ee d to arouse the people ' s inte r e st 
in it. 

Minister Basnet also pointed to the 
n eed for strong and cordial r e l ations 
b e tween the Postal Services De partment 
a nd the Nepal Phi l ate lic Society for the 
deve l opment of philatelics in the 
country . 

On the occasion, president of the Ne ­
pal Philat e l ic Society & RP member Omkar 
Prasad Gauchan sugges t e d that a phila­
telic advisory board b e formed and re­
quest e d His Maj e sty ' s Gove rnment to e x­
tend support in participation of inter­
national philate lic e xhibitions . 

Earlier, society vice-pre side nt Nanda 
Govinda Raj Karnikar said t hat the so­
ciety , which was e st ablish e d in 1966, 
h ad been contrib u ting in the national & 
i nternati onal philate lic sector s. 

Secretary Bishnu Lal Shresta present e d 
the soci e ty ' s r e port . 

Treasure r Madan Bahadur Shrestha pre­
sen t e d the budget e stimat e s f o r the 
second half of the c urr e n t fiscal ye ar. 

Me a nwhile the tenth gen e ral con f e r e n c e 
of the Nepa l Philat e l ic Socie t y has c on­
stitut e d t h e e x e cutive committ ee of th e 
socie ty under the chairmanship of RP 
memb e r Omkar Prasad Gau chan. 

Nand Gov i nd Ramkarn ikar, Sh yam Prasad 
Nhuchh e Pradhan, Deepak Ma n Man a n dhar , 
Rajes h Kurma r Shre stha & Jaya Il nrl Jh n 
a r e t he vtce - chairman, secretary, tr e as­
u r e r, secre tary f o r pub l t c i ty a nd sec r e ­
tary fo r t h e o r gani sa ti on. 

Members o f th e c ommitt ee a r e Bishnu 
La l Shresta, Gha n ashyam Ra jkarnikar, 
Hari Prasad Duwal, Dwarika Bhakta J os hi 
a nd Is\vorman Singh. (He note that many 
of the people mentioned in this ar t icle 
are also memb ers of the Ne pa l & Tib e t 
Philate lic Study Circle , a nd we trust 
that the effort s of t h e c ommitt e e \vi ll 
b e succe ssful in increasin g l oca l inte­
rest i n Nepal philately .--Ed . ) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX~~XXXX~~ 

AN HlPORTAt\lT PUBLICATION 

One o f our memb e rs, Nild o Harp e r, h a s 
sent us a copy of an article by Linda L. 
Robinson titled, "The Postal-Fiscal Co ­
v e rs of Bhutan", which app e ared i n the 
POSTAL HISTORY JOU&\lAL , Numb e r 77 , Oc t o­
b e r 19 87. 

This in d e pth article (13 pages) has 
built on the work of Harrison D. S . Ha­
verbeck in 19 67 . Th e autho r g ive s much 
cre dit, n ot only to the " gian ts o f Cen­
tral Asian ph i l ately " including Have r ­
be ck, Russ e ll, Raymond, Wat e rfall & Ro ­
b e rt D. West, but also me n tion s l a t e r 
contributors such as , Ge or ge Aleviz o s , 
Nildo Harpe r, Nich o las Rh od e s a nd Pete r 
Haubn e r, all of \, h om are me mb e rs of o ur 
Study Circle . 

Hith the aid of some d o z e n o r so il­
lustrati ons a nd a two - page table which 
summarizes che detai ls of 5 7 postal­
fiscal cov e r s \v h ich arc ' ''ve Il e n o ugh 
knmm to be include d he r e ". 

The significant c onclusi on s ar e s um­
mariz ed cle arly a nd succin c cly -- fo l­
l owe d b y a u se ful appe n dix a nd a 30 -
item bibliog raph y . 

This o u tscandi n g pie c e o f r e s e arch 
s h ould be in t he ha n d s o f e v e r y s e ri o us 
stude n t o f Bhutan pos t a l hi s co r y a n d we 
have wr it t e n to in q ui re about the pos ­
s ibili t y o f r e printing thi s fi n e artic l e 
i n POSTAL HI}~L at some fu t ur e da t e .--Ed . 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

NOTE CONCE&\lING REVIHl Oi'-J PAGES 4 At\lD 5 

Thos e int e r e st e d in r e adin g previous 
segments o f this r e v iew sh ould see the 
fo llowing issu es o f POSTAL HIMAL: 

No. 32, pp. 58-59 for Introduction & 
Chapters 1 & 2. 

No. 33, pp. 9-10 for Chapter 3. 
No . 37, pp. 8-11 for Chapters 4, 5 & 6. 
No. 40, pp. 48-50 for Chapters 8 & 9. 
No. 43 , pp. 31-32 for Chapter 10. 
No. 44, pp. 39, for Chapter 11. 
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THE POS TAL SERVICE OF NEPAL 

Chapter 12 - Technical Ass i s t a nce ( 5 
pages) with 8 items. 

1 . Experts . The Nepal Postal Services 
Departmen t has had the continuou s ass i s ­
tance of fore i gn experts since joining 
the UPU in 1956. Un ti l 1965 the Indian 
adminis trat ion provided a senior offi­
cial as adviser und e r t h e Colombo P l a n. 
Since 1965 the adviser has been provi­
ded by the Universal Postal Union under 
the Un ited Nat ions Development Program . 

2. There are no proposal s for continu­
ing the s e rvices of a genera l adviser 
after the end of 1970. There is, how­
ever, a training instructor provid ed by 
t he Ind i an administ r at ion. I t is und er­
stood that a n India n expert h as a lso 
b een r eq u ested specifically to ass i st 
in settin g up a for e i g n parcel accoun­
tin g sect ion. 

3 . Undoubtedly the Department will en­
co un ter difficulty in the future because 
of the absence of a gen e r a l adviser. 
This d if f i c ul ty will h ave been intensi­
fied becau se o f the fa ilure o f HMG to 
implement the recomme nd a tion to convert 
t h e postal service to a "clos ed " service 
(Ch apter 1). Several of the senoir of­
f ic e r s who h ave b een sent on overseas 
pos t a l fellowships, or who have acted 
as counterparts to foreign advis ers in 
the past, h ave since been transferred 
to othe r departments in complete disr e ­
gard o f the wastage o f t raining a nd ex­
per ience invo l ved (Part 11 , Append i x 6). 

4. The fo llowing a re some of the speci­
fic field s in ,.;rhich assistan ce i s like l y 
to b e n ecessary during the next fe,.;r 
years :-
(i) I nternational Correspondence. 
(ii) Int e rnational Enquiry Hork . 
(iii) Intern ational Accounting. 
(iv) Statistics. 

5. I t i s suggested tha t the subjects 
listed in the previous paragraph might 
b e specif i call y mentioned in the terms 
of reference of a ny future general ad ­
v is e r. 

6 . Fellowships . During the l ast five 
years an average of two fellowshi p s of 
s ix months each have bee n avai l able each 
y ear fo r postal stud y with a fore i gn ad ­
ministration. Mo st o f these have been 
raken in t h e UK , primarily because the 
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British administr at ion offer s a five 
months training cour se specially designed 
for visiting stud e nt s . A similar cours e 
i s now avail able a t the Asian-Oceanic 
Postal Training School in Bangkok . It 
i s de s irable that one or two training 
fel lowships , in addition to those a vail­
abl e in I ndia, should continue to be 
sou g h t each year for senior officers . 

7. The Britis h postal a dministra t ion 
periodically or ga nises a cour se for 
training instruc tors , specially d es i gn ed 
for developing c ountries . It is mos t 
d es irab l e that Nepal should take advan­
tage of this course as s oo n as a suitable 
candidate is available . 

8. Equipment . Apart from mo t o r v e hic l es 
a n d we i ghin g ma chines the Nepal postal 

I service has little n eed at pres ent for 
the expensive mac hine r y or for equ ipment 
which cannot be mad e loca lly . An e l ec ­
t rically driven stamp can celling mac hine, 
presented some year s ago und er an aid 
programm e , is unu sabl e becau se ma n y 
stamps a r e s tuck on e nvelopes i n posi­
t i o ns unsuitable f or machine cancell a ­
tion . Befo r e the machin e cou ld be u sed 
a long process of public e ducation would 
be necessary. The following a r e items 
which are required:-
(i) Jeep-type vehicles ,,,rith loc kable van 
bodies for mail co nveyance . 
(ii) Motor scooters or small vans for 
urban use on collection, delivery and 
conveyance of mail. 
(iii) Reliable weighing machines fo r us e 
at public counter s a nd in the largest 
sorting offices . 
(iv ) A bag hoist for Ma il Centre (Chap­
ter 9, paragraph 9.). 

Chapter 13 - Summar y of Recommendations 
of Part I (9 pages ) ,.;r ith 48 items . 

(These r ecommendat ions n eed not be de­
tailed here, but a fe,.;r may be of interest.) 

1. The Pos t al Service should be made a 
closed service a n d shou ld have its mm 
promotional structure. (Chapter 1, paras 
1 to 4). 

6 . Accounting for government posting s 
should be re-introduced. (Chapter 3, 
para 7.) 

7. Official (Ka Sa) items should be 
tr eated as r eg istered only wh en the n ature 
o f the item justifies such treatment . 
(C hapter 3, para 8 .) 



Ed itor, "THE POSTAL SERVICE .... " (conclude d)--

2 2 . It should be the ultimate aim of 
posta l development to have at least one 
~o st office in each village panchayat area. 
(Chapter 7, paras 1 & 2 .) 

23 . To enable post office development 
to proceed as rapidly as possible, it 
should be normal policy for all new of­
fices to be of agency status; i.e. ex­
tra-departmental or cooperative P.O . s . 
(Chapter 7, paras 3 7 4). 

27 . The main post office in each Dis­
trict should carry a post of not less 
than mukhiya rank specifically for the 
ins pection and control of s ubordinate 
post offices and mail lines \vithin the 
District. (Chapter 7, paras 11 & 12.) 

39 . Staff should be allocated to du­
ties in accordance with the particular 
abilities, training or experience \vhich 
is required. This applies especially 
to duties for which knmvledge of Eng­
lish is required. (Chapter 10, paras 
2 & 3; see also Chapter 1, para 4 .) 

42. Staff Hho have received formal pos ­
tal training should not normally be a­
vailable fo r t ransfer to other g ivern­
ment departments. (Chapter 11, para 1. ) 

46 . It is essential to obtain the ser ­
vices of an expert in international 
postal accounting f rom the Indian a d­
ministration if Nepa l is to be able to 
meet its obligations, and safeguard its 
revenue, in the i nternational servic e . 
(Chapter 12, paras 2 & 4 (iii).) 

(This ends the summary of Part I. Part 
11 consists of eight Appendices, which 
\vill not be s ummariz e d here, but the 
titles a r e listed herewith: 

1. Recommended Or ganisat ion of the Di­
rector General ' s Office. 
2. Outline of the Three-Tier Structure 
for the Postal Service. 
3. Long Term Plan for the Postal Ser­
vice . 
4. Statistics of the Postal Service. 
5. Outline of a Training Course for 
Postal Controllers . 
6 . Careers of Overseas Postal Stud e nt s . 
7. Fellowships Awarded During the 
U. P.U. Project . 
S . Audio - Visual Tra ining Aid s Provid ed 
" nde r the U. P . U. Proj ec t. 

"' 2([ 111 is titled : Deta iled Recommen­
d a t i ons. This section begins with the 

s t at ement that " In t he cour se of five 
years some hundreds of recommendations 
have been s ubmitted to the Director­
General of the Pos t al Servic es Depart­
ment a nd his officers ." 

This section lists some 70 recommen­
dat ions of less general interest than 
those listed in Chapter 13 of Par t I . 
Items of special interest to collectors 
and stud ents of postal history are : 

12., 13. and 14. g ive detailed recom­
mendations for increases in various 
mail rates \vhich \ve r e in effect at the 
time th is report Has \vyitten (Dec. 1970). 

50. Many offices are still Hithout 
proper date-stamps. 

56. Post Offic es should bear the name 
of the tmm in \vhich they a re situated, 
not the name of the district . For ex­
amp le, Palpa P.O. should be called Tan­
sen and Dolkha P.O . should be call e d 
Charikot . .... Spelling of n ames of 
offices should be standardised in bot h 
Devanagiri and Roman script. 

59. A list of postal addresses should 
be published giving the name of the de­
livery post office for each of the 
3, 60 0 vi llage panchayats. 

(This e nds the summarization of this 
exhaustive report submitted by Mr . H. 
R. Ward, U.P.U . adviser f rom 1 September 
1965 to 31 December 1970 under the U. N. 
Development Programme. Newer members 
\vho may have missed the earlier sections 
of this summary may \vyi te your editor 
for information desir ed from th i s re ­
port. --Sin ce this report \vas \vyitten 
some 15 years ago, it Hould be appro ­
priate to note improvements & c hanges 
in the Nepal postal s y stem, \vhen and if 
they become availa ble . I n a brief s um­
mary of statistics on Nepal published 
by His Majesty ' s Gove rnment in July 
1983 a nd provided t o us by Mr. S. L . 
Shrestha, He not e that the number of 
post offices in Nepa l at that time Has 
1,590. It i s doubtful that any nation 
in history has developed and e xpanded 
its postal service as rapidly as Ne pal . 
This unusu a ll y r ap id expansion has, a s 
this detailed report indicates, been 
Rccompanied Hith many difficulties, al l 
of Hhich require patienc e a n d hard Hork 
to overcome as Nepal strives to make up 
fo r i ts man y years of isolation f rom 
much of the Horld .--Ed .) 
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19 87 QUESTIONN ATRE REPORT 
--Lester A. Niche l 

As o f this writing your editor ha s 
receive d 55 individual r epo r ts f r om mem ­
gers -- ab out 30% of the active memb e r­
ship, i f \,1(' do n ot Coun t off lcers & ar ea 
r ep r e s e nt atjvl"S lis t ed on ou r mo st h ead . 
This is a r emarkabl y good r espon se c om­
pare d with the 14 who returned ou r firsL 
questionnaire a bout 8 y ears ag o . Th ese 
recent o nes provid~ i n fo rmation which we 
n m" share \"i th you . 

Qu es ti on 01 shows that t h e majority of 
memb e r s r esponding are primar i l y interes ­
t e d in Nepal philate ly (42 of 52 r espon­
ding) with six indicating Tib e t and 4 
prefe rring Bhutan . Perhaps mor e reveal­
ing is the fact that 42 membe rs indicated 
a s e rious int e r est i n more than 
try -- eit her two or all three . 
dica te d " philatelic lit e ratur e " 
main i nt e r est . 

one co un­
Two in ­

as the ir 

Question #2 revealed that 14 conside r e d 
thems e lves to b e Beginne rs, \"hil e 20 se­
l ected the Interme diate category, with 
17 specifying Advan ced status, l e aving 
on e cautious person who chos e no t to 
answer this ques tion. No matte r which 
category yo u chos e , e ach of you has much 
company . 

Quest ion #3 aske d for your ag e cate ­
gory , with each spanning a 10-yea r in­
terval. Interestingly , n o on e claimed 
to b e yo unger than 21, bu t a ll six of 
the r ema ining grou ps were well r e presen­
ted, with the numb ers b e in g 4 , 10, 12, 
12 , 11 and , finall y , 4 in the "above 70 " 
catego ry . Indeed, exactly half of the 
re sp ondees are und er 50 yea rs of age and 
the remaining hal f fall in the ' over 50 ' 
gro u p -- unusual , to say the least. 

Qu e stion #4 showed, as expected, that 
the l a r ge majority c ons ide r themselves 
to be c ollecto rs only , with only one 
d ea l er r esponding and only 4 claiming to 
be b o th a d ea l e r and a c o llector. 

Co lle cting interests we r e as varied as 
the op tions l i st ed i n the qu estionnaire . 
Th e ve r y first it e m r eceived the greatest 
response (ove r 90%) , s o that virtually 
a ll o f us c ollec t stamps, first & for e ­
most . Of the 16 su ggested collectin g 
int erests, item 09 (stamps to pre pay 
telegrams) was checked l eas t - - by only 
15 - - which is more than on e - f our th of 
the total reporting . You sele cted i tem 
# 6 (mount ain ee ring covers & cards) s ix­
teen time s and it em #14 (modern issu e s) 
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seven teen times -- represe n tin g mo r e tha n 
30% of r e spon de es . With all sixt een cat e ­
go ries list e d r eceiving from 25% to mo r e 
than 90% pos i tive r esponses , th e bre a dth 
of your i n t e r es ts was positive l y stag­
ger~n g . And , despit e the fact that a 
v c r y small space \vas l e ft for " Oth e r sug­
gested collec t i n g inte r ests", six peop l e 
lis ted int e resting ideas which yo ur e ditor 
i nt e n ds to take serious l y in fut ure is­
s ues of POSTAL HI ~~L . 

Th e o ther side of the q u e stionnair e 
t o ld a simi l ar stor y , with the very first 
s uggest i on (Reports on philat e lic r e search 
r e Nepal , Tib t & Bhuta~ r eceiving a 
check mark from 85% of me mb rs r e sponding. 
Indeed , on e seriou s stude n t wrot e a fine 
l e tt er complaining abo ut the scarcity of 
serious r e s earch article s in POSTAL HI~~L. 
The l east int e rest was expressed for items 
fi ll & 12 (Ne\,'s of upc om in g stamp shows & 
Reports on pas t shows) -- with approxi­
ma tely on e - third of r e spond ees indicating 
interest . It e m C10 (New post offices in 
subject countri es) was a lmost as l ow , but 
sti ll marked as an item of i nt e r es t by 
39% of those who r etu rned qu e stionnaires . 

As on the ot he r side of the fOl~, a half 
dozen addition a l sugge stions wer e made 
which d e monstrat e a broad and deep inte­
rest, n o t only in philately, but a lso in 
such areas as hist o r y , geograp hy , re -runs 
of articles in oth er publications , p e r­
sonalities, e tc. These suggestions will 
be considered very seriously by your e d i­
t or as h e plans f uture issues of PH. 

\\l e \ve r e pleased to receive so many 
pos i tive and upbeat responses and con­
struct ive sugges tions. And so many of 
you put interesting stamps on the covers 
that brought your completed questionnaires , 
as well as oth e r philatelic items. Each 
cover is save d, as your editor collec ts 
stamps, covers and r e lat e d items from 
around the wor ld -- a habit start e d as 
a child, when stamp collecting lit e rally 
' opene d the world' to a country boy . -­
Thank you, each and e veryone , for your 
input -- the input we n eed to help us 
make POSTAL HI~~ an improvin g publication. 

Remember that each of you has mater ial, 
informa tion & kn owl e dg; that n o on e e lse 
has . The mor e \ve can share our mm unique 
material and e xp e ri e nce s, the mor e satis­
fyin g our search will be for the under­
standin g of culture , history and thinking 
of the people in the Himalayan Region of 
As i a -- our chosen are a of study . 

(concluded on page 9) 



BUILDING A NEPAL COLLECTl ru 
--F . A. We stbrook , Jr . 

(Ninth in a se rie s of dis c ussi on s for 
b eginne rs and i nterme diate co llec t ors) 

POSTAL STATI ONERY : 

Hist orically Nepa l has f o l l owe d the 
same po l icy o f mo de r a t ion i n r e l e a s i n g 
p ostal st a ti on e r y as it has i n the is ­
s ua nce of st amp s - - only mo r e so . 

Indeed, t h e numb e r of basic post a l 
station ery stamp design s sin c e t h e first 
ite m was re l e as e d i n 1887 i s ast on ish­
i n g l y s ma ll -- n ot mo r e t h an 25 o r 30 
ov e r a p e ri od o f 100 years . Eve n mul­
tip l i e d b y t h e vari o u s den omi n a t i on s 
& co l ors in which t h e d e sign s appeared, 
the numb e r is sti ll s mall . Non e t h eless , 
t h e op portunity exists fo r putt i n g to­
ge t h e r a subst an tia l c o lle cti on o f Ne ­
pale s e p ostal stati on ery , based n ot only 
on the b asic de s i gn s , c o l o rs & de n omi ­
na ti ons , bu t also on t h e nume r ous s ub ­
v arie t ie s o f the e arly i ssu e s, i nclu­
ding a good many s hade s & e rrors, to­
ge t h e r wit h v ary i n g t e xt & o r n ame n t 
a r ran geme nt s . We a r e r e mind e d aga i n 
o f t he p r olife r at i on o f the c l ass i c 
s tamp s of Nepa l , due i n large part to 
c rude produ ction e qu ipme n t and vi r t ual­
l y n on - e x i s ten t quality contro l. Fo r 
f a n c i e rs o f post a l sta t ion e r y , t hi s 
s t udy can b e rewar d i n g . 

Be f ore p r oceeding , it s hould be po in­
ted ou t t h at an indispen sable too l for 
b u i l din g an y th i n g mo r e t h an a r epresen­
t a t ive co l l e ct ion of Nep a l ' s p os t a l 
st a ti on e r y i s t h e Hi ggins & Gage Wo rld 
Posta l Stati on e ry Cat a l og , Sec t ion 
13 /N , 0 . (See bibl iography ) We wi l l 
r efe r f urther to t h is sour c e i n t he 
followin g discuss ion. 

Th e Beginn in g 

Nep a l i ss ue d i ts fi r s t posta l sta­
ti on ery i t e m in 188 7 -- a post al card 
prin t e d on thick n~tive paper with a 
r e d st a mp de p i cting a crmm a nd c r ossed 
k ukr i s , wi t h t e xt & o r n ame n ts print e d 
i n black to t he l e ft of the stamp . Th e 
pr omine n t feat u re o f the ornamen tation 
i s a trot t i n g h ors e . It was native ly 
print e d , i n a d e n omi n ati on of ~ ann a 
sh mm i n Nepa l ese c h a r acte r s . ~ , 

Th e ove r al l design of t he card, which 
wa s in use fo r mo r e t h a n 30 ye ar s , is 
readi l y recogn izab l e . At a casual 
g l a n c e on e wo uld be lieve the d es i gn to 

h ave been c onstan t t h r ou ghou t the pe ri od . 
Bu t clos e r e xamin ati on r e v eals q ui te the 
con tra r y . Th e r e ar e man y v a r i ation s in 
the di es f r om "\Vh i ch the s tamp s we r e pr i n ­
t e d, i n vo l vin g prima rily t h e h orse & the 
text, whi ch H. D.S . Have r beck says indi ­
c a t e di f f eren t prin tin g s . Hi g gins & 
Gage (H &G) l ists 18 vari e t i es based on 
the s e vari able s . Addi t i ona l l y , t h e car ds 
vary in size , some sign ifi c antly . 

To summariz e , t he 18 var i e t i e s of thi s 
c ard a r e t h e res ul t of t h e use o f t h ree 
diff e r ent di e s for printin g the stamps , 
s i x h or se va r ieties , d ifferen t spacings 
of t he text , t h e number of wo rds int o 
"\Vh ich the princip a l t e xt lin e i s divide d 
an d diffe r ence s i n t h e s l ant of a vo"\Ve l 
ma r k . Th e i n te rmi n g ling o f t h e s e var i ­
a bles s eems a lmos t r and om, bu t it i s 
t h e s e d ifferen ces amon g t h e many prin ­
tin gs t hat i n trigu e the co l l e ct or. 

It is beyond t h e s c o pe of this d i s ­
c ussion to detai l t his a r ray of p r in ­
tings . The be ginn ing collecto r may be 
satisfied with a fe"\V r e pre s e ntat i ve 
cards . Thos e wis h ing to d i g more deeply 
"\Vi l l find the information n ee de d in t h e 
H&G ca t a l og . Man y o f t he cards are 
scar ce a n d e xpen sive , but s ome can be 
f o un d at quit e affordable price s . 

Th e Se c on d I s s u e 

I n 1925 , the layou t of the card was 
modified , using on e of t h e di e s from 
the previous issue , but printing stamp , 
ornamen t s and text i n b l ue . Th e oth e r 
major chan ge involve d r ea rran geme nt of 
the text a nd orn aments r elati ve to the 
h o r s e . Th e car d ' s va luati on r e maine d 
at 1z ann a . 

This de s ign was i n use fo r a b o u t e igh t 
ye ar s , "\Vit h fi v e bas i c varieties , o r 
pr i n tin gs , based on diff e r e n ces in t he 
h ors e & text arrange me nt . Ca rds of 
th i s is s u e ar e costly . 

Ne "\V S tamp Design 

In 1933 Nepa l introduced a quite dif ­
f e r en t car d , va lue d at 2 pice (N e pa l 
s"\Vit che d to the de cimal sys t e m i n 1903 . ) , 
bearin g a r ectan g u la r s tamp de pictin g 
t h e Go ddess Shiva amon g the Hi ma l ayas , 
with the h o rs e & te xt appea rin g in the 
s ame arr an geme n t as on t h e previous card . 
I t "\Vas prin ted i n blue on thick native 
pape r . There are three va r i e ti e s , the 
d i f f e r en ces be i n g small chan ges i n th e 
te xt a nd its position relative [0 the 
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Westb r ook , BUILDING ..... (continue d) - -

h o r se . Again , th e cards are c ost l y - ­
mint copies rare . 

The s e blue r e ctang ular Shiva cards 
were followe d two years l atcr by cards 
b earing brown vert ical oval stamps -­
again showing the Goddess Shiva among 
the Himalayas . However , th e h orse has 
been r e place d by a Cr own & Crosscd Ku ­
kris de sign, with furth e r modification 
and simplification of th e text . Th e 
cards, still value d at 2p, we r e printed 
on native p a p e r in Ka thma n du . There 
are three varie ti es , ba sed on di ffe ring 
stamp di es a n d positioning uf th e t ext 
r elative t o the st amp . All are avail ­
able at mode rate cost . 

In 1959 a n e,·" design f ea turing a brOlVTl 
vert ical oval with a p lumed crOlVTl suc­
ce e ded the fo rmer brm"D Sh iva card . Its 
denominati on was 4p , native l Y printed on 
Ind ian pap er . Pe r haps its main distinc­
t ion is that it wa s the last posta l card 
printed in Nepal . 

I t was follow ed in 1962 bv four and 
eight pice cards, stil l with vertica l 
oval stamps fea t ur i n g a some\,'hat dif ­
fer e n t p lum d Cr own & Crossed Kukris 
for ornament s . These two de n ominations 
and de sign s also we r e iss ue d 
reply cards -- Nepal 's fi rst 
Th ey we r e p rin ted in I ndia . 

as me ssage ­
and last. 
The stamp 

and orname nts on th e 4p card we r e purple 
-- green on the 8p value . 

Nepal has continued its policy of re­
strai nt in the issuance of p ostal cards . 
Thos e print e d over the past decade can 
be c ounted on th e fi n gers of one hand, 
with some fi n gers l e ft ov c r ! 

The beginning postal card collection 
like l y will start with mint and/ o r us ed 
copies, perhaps mixing in various can­
c e llations . As the collec tion advan ces 
in depth, attention will b e turne d to 
the many variet i es of the ear l y issues . 
There have been some outright e rrors, 
but e rrors will b e come mo r e important 
in a discussion of stamped e nve l opes . 
Thes e wi ll b e covered in the n e xt in­
stalment -- along with aerogramme s . 

Bibli ography : 

Higgins & Gage World Postal Stationery 
Catalog , Section 13 /N , O. P . O. Box 
5637, Huntington Beach, CA 92646 . 

" Th e P ostage St amps of Ncp2l " hv Har ­
ris on D. S . Have rbeck , publishe d by 
Th e Collectors Club, New Yo rk (1960) . 
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Mich e l, 1987 QUESTION .... (conclude d)--

One o f the most frequent criticsms by 
j ud ges in l it e ra t ur e exh i bition s is that 
POSTAL HIMAL does n o t contain e n ou gh r e ­
portin g on philatelic r esearch -- the 
ve ry item thac 90% o f you checked to i n­
dicat e your intere st in such mater ial. 
From my mvn experience n e\v l earn ing, 
ne\v discoveries and n e \v questi ons ahlay s 
result from my atte mpts to writ e about 
a topic that inte r e sts me . And n o q ues ­
tion i s frivolous if the asker h on e stly 
\vant s an anmver. POSTAL HH1AL is your 
publication. Your e dit o r appreciate s 
your sup p or t and l ooks fonva rd t o 
hearing from you. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

k~ UNLISTED COLORED PELTI CANCEL 
--Ge orge Bour ke 

Recently I purcha s ed a Tibetan comme r ­
cial cover of the 1915 period. The cov e r 
had been sent fr om Shigatse to Lhasa . 
The stamp h a d b een r e move d f r om t he cove r 
l eaving a faint gr een s ta i n, f r om which 
I infer t h at t h e cov e r bore a 1/6 Tran gk a 
stamp -- the n o rma l rat e f o r an unregis ­
tered letter. The st a mp wa s cance lle d 
b y a Shigatse - Lar ge Fre t - Type XI . 
The cover bears the tr a nsi t marks o f a 
Gyantse, Typ e I, a Pe lt i , Type I a nd a 
P en am, Ty pe XI . The r e ma rkable th in g 
ab out the cover is that t he Pe lt i Ty pe I 
(bott om right c orn er ) tran sit mark is i n 
violet , a previously unl is t e d ca l o r fo r 
this cance l. Wat e r fa ll an d v a n Dh a nke 
list this cancel as bein g kn mffi only i n 
black, in two kinds of ink , watery or 
oil base. I would be int e r e st e d i n 
h e aring fr om o the r colle ct ors wh o may 
have examples of th is previ ou s l y un ­
list e d colored cance l. 

Ge orge Bau rk", 
11180 Qui rk Road 
Belleville , ~ !I 

48111, USA 

P e lti cancel ( f ull size ) . 

Bo th side s of cover 
duced): (belmv) 

. ~ 
j:::. 
} 

~ ~1 f :r: , 
() ~I r , 

~I ~ ~ . 

( 

c:I;l 
'"' 
(t I ii1 

0i 0 
c..A'~ , 

'1 ~ 

q 



A VISIT TO LHAS A I N AUGUST OF 1986 
--Lest e r A. Ni c h e l 

As a few of you knm,7, my ,,,i f e, Hartha, 
,\7as born in China o f Americ an mis s ionary 
parents . As I pu t it, h e r ' great sor­
row' has long been tha t h e r par e nts 
brou gh t h e r ba c k to t h e USA abo u t 1 J a n­
uar y 1 923, wh e n s h e was onl Y 18 month s 
old, so she has n o p e r so n a l memories o f 
the countr y of h e r birth . For many years 
we have d ream e d of taking a trip to Chi­
na, and, during the month of August , 19-
86, the dream ,,,a s finall y realiz ed. 

We selec t e d a Pacif i c De light Company 
trip whic h inc luded a ' T i b e t Exp e rience' 
-- just for my be n ef it . In addition, 
we we r e joine d i n our adv enture by two 
couple s wi t h whom we had s ha r e d college 
day s a t Tay l o r Un iversity i n the 1930s. 

Leaving Sea ttl e on 1 Au gust, we flew 
to Shangha i via To kyo , Japa n, and, after 
thr ee days in Shanghai , our grou p o f 26 
person s vis i t e d Beij ing , Xian, Ch e ngdu, 
Lhas a , Ch en gdu again , Gu i l i n, Gu a ng zhou 
(Canton) an d . fi na lly , Hong Kon g . before 
r e urn i n g t o the USA via Seoul , Ko r ea . 
I will limi t t h is r epo r t to the four 
day s we sp e n t i n Lhasa , ca p i t al of old 
Tibe t . 

Th e sky was clea r whe n ou r pla n e (an 
American- ma d e Boe ing 70 7) lef t Ch e ngdu 
abou t 9 AN , a nd began passin g over 
mount a inou s terrain almos t immediately . 
I Has f ortuna te enou g h to get a wind m" 
s eat , a lthoug h it was no t long bef o r e 
a cloud lay er bega n to build up below 
us a t about the 20,000 foot l evel, I 
Hould gues s . During the 2~-hour f light 
the clouds built up until, finall y , 
eve n the peek h ol es closed , s o that onl y 
an occasional sharp peak, g listening 
Hith ice and snOH in the s unlight , 
pierced the cloud l ayer. I ,,,as unabl e 
to identif y any of these under the 
circumstances . 

Finally the plane began to descend and, 
as He passed through the cloud layer, we 
began to catch glimpses o f the dr y , d es ­
er t - l i ke landscape b e loH . We f ound tha t 
we Here folloHing a deep valley , in 
'vhich a Hide river flm"ed, although it 
appeared r ather ' braided ' due to the 
ma n y san dy i sla nd s i n the r iver b ed , as 
the Hater l evel was qui te l ow . I t was, 
clea r l y . a dif fer en t Ho rld than t he one 
've had left in Chengdu . Th e latter, 
thoug h far from the sea , is only 450 ft . 
abov e sea level, ",hile th e airport at 
Gong gar is about 12,000 fee t abov e sea 
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l evel. -- Al t houg h I ha v e climb e d to 14 , 
000 ft . or mor e in the mountains o f Co­
l orado ma n y times, and have even reached 
nearly 19,000 feet above the sea on Ori ­
zaba -- the magnificent volcanic peak in 
Mexico ",hich is the third highest point 
in Nor t h America , I have never experien­
ced suc h sen s a t ions in my bod y as I noted 
a f ter s t epping off that plane. Besides 
f e eling some'vha t light-headed a nd having 
a little difficulty "'ith my balance, I 
felt a sort of prickly sensation on my 
skin at various places on my bod y , but 
particularly on my hands, f a c e and back . 
We had been caution ed, of course , to 
avoid r a pid movemen t and to rest as much 
as possible during the remainder of the 
d ay . 

After arriving at Gon ggar air - strip , 
our group ,,,as divided fairl y evenl y so 
that we could b e loaded int o t",o mini­
v ans, each holding a dozen or so . f o r 
the 1 ~-hour rid e to Lhasa itself. Our 
local guide ",as a y oung Tibetan from 
Chengdu Hho ",as more interested in his 
c igar e tt e s and his Hestern-st yle s uit 
t han in answerin g questions. Fortunate­
l y , Chung Li, our Chinese national guide, 
had been to Tibet before, spoke excellent 
En g lish and Has able to an s ",er most of 
our questions . -- Actually , the trip in­
volved travelling the onl y paved road in 
the area do,mriver several miles to the 
only bridge across the river, t h en back 
up st r eam on the o t her s id e to the c ity . 
Bridges are rare in this count r y a nd the 
local people usua lly cross a river, ",hen 
n ecessary , in a yak- skin boat ",hich serves 
as a ferry . -- \\1e did make one stop a ­
long the way -- a rest stop . The f acility 
'vas so primitive, hm"ever, that n ear l y 
al l d eclined to us e it and asked hm" much 
longer it would take to reach our hotel! 

Not long after, another sto p Has made, 
at the request of the passenger s, when ",e 
passed a large Bhudd ist figure carved in­
to a mountain side and painted in bright 
colors. This figure , on a rock ",a ll be­
hind a sma ll l ake , excited our pho t ographic 
i n stin cts. 

Although He go t a glimpse of one snOH­
capped peak in the distance, upriver from 
the br i dge we ha d cro ssed, th e c a . 16,000 
ft. peaks on both sides of the valley 
were comp l etely devoid of snow . They did, 
however, protect the v a lley f rom the cold 
North ",ind, since the vall ey ran roughly 
East & West . -- We passed Tibetan settle­
ments from time-to-time , saw people her-
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ding cattle in places a nd, wha t we assumed 
were barley fields -- some harvested and 
some approaching harves t-time. - - On one 
fai rly sharp curve in the r oad (a blind 
curve, actually ) we noted a r ow of stone 
blocks piercing the b l ack- to p at inter­
vals of several feet , to keep a semb l ance 
of two l anes of traffic apart . The 
blocks appeared to be, perhaps, 6 x 8 
i nches i n c r oss - section and about 8 in­
ches h igh ! It appeared that even large 
truck tires \"ou l d take a beating if the 
d river stray ed to o fa r fr o m hi s sha r e of 
the road! 

Ar riving in Lhasa at l ast , we fo und 
ourselves entering f r om the West, past 
a n a r ea in which , \ve \"er e told, the Fall 
Ha r vest Festival \Va s being held -- t he 
last two day s of a week-lo n g celebration 
cOincid ing wit h o ur first two days in 
the city . Althoug h th is was only the 
11th day of August , we must r emember that 
Fall comes early at 12 , 000 feet a nd, f ur ­
thermore , that t he Lhasa valley is abou t 
the l owest a r ea in a ll of a n cient Tibet . 
At a ny r ate , this event brou ght man y o f 
the coun try people to the city a nd this 
gave u s an opportunity to see na tive Ti ­
betans \"ho had hardl y been touched by 
t he chanoes that have taken place there b 

in the past 10 years or so . 
Suddenl y we wer e a t o ur destination. 

the Lhasa Hotel - - the only western-style 
hotel in Lhasa and o n e which is no t f ul­
l y operational yet . Ind eed , it has been 
o p en for only abo u t a year, to a bout 
250 gu es t s at a time, but will even tually 
provide accommodations to 1, 000 tourists . 

Our g u i d es asked u s to wait i n the ho­
tel lobby while they obtain ed our room 
assignments a nd attended to other details . 
We then \"ent to ou r rooms to freshen up 
before going to a la t e lunch . All of 
our meals were taken i n the ' grand ball­
r oom' wh e r e round ~3bles seating about 
10 p eop l e each filled the ro om . Our 
group was assign ed to 3 specific tables 
-- just enou g h f o r our g r o up a nd our 
guides . The food was largely Chines e , 
although wc learned later that the meat 

V' \Vas yak meat , fo r the most par t . l r -
t uall y a ll food for the hotel guests 
Ivas f l O\m i n f r om Chengd u. 

Of co ur se , \Ve did no t y et have o ur lug -
, -it gage -- just our carr yon ~tems -- as 

did ont ar r ive until L1tC l'vcni m( . r r .1 -

velling o n a s lo\" tr u ck from t he a Lrport 
1 suppose. 

Martha and I had a mos t co nve n iently 
p laced room o n the second f loor, j ust 
ac ross f rom the ser vice desk a nd the 
e levators, which we quickl y learned to 
ignor e . I t was easie r a nd quicker fo r 
u s to go dO\m (or u p) o n e flight o f 
stairs near the elevators , since the 
e l evator s wer e temperamen tal a nd usually 
f ull, \vh en on the \vay do\m, despite the 
fac t that the building onl y had 5 o r 6 
f loor s . -- On t h e main f l oor t her e wer e 
s ho ps o f al l kinds , a post offic e , a 
bank , the eating faci l ities , etc . , as 
well as the main desk . We wer e in the 
cene ral section of the bu ilding , \Vhich 
had two large wi n gs , neither of which 
\Vas ope n t o the public du e to their un­
fini s hed condition . -- Covered walk\vays 
provid e d s hort cut s to ot h e r a r eas of 
the spr awling hotel and we quickl y 
learned how to use these to get to o ur 
din ing room qu ickl y . 

Ser vice , gener al l y speaking, but par­
ticular l y i n the dining r oom , was lack­
adaisical. At meal t ime, the wait r esses 
would bring dishes of foo d to the tables 
f r om the k i t chen. They wer e all trim , 
y oung Tibetan girls dr e ssed i n black & 
white uniforms . They also brought the 
drinks, usually Chin ese b eer a nd soft 
drinks i n g l a ss bo t t l e s . a nd simpl y laid 
a n opener o r t wo on the tabl e befo r e 
ru shing off to t he doorway in t o the 
k i tc he n , h'here the\' stood, v Lsi t i ng a nd 
laughing t oge the r . while totally ig­
noring o ur a t temp t s to g et their a tten­
tion . Th ev obv io u s l y had no idea of 
the kind o f s ervic e expected by most 
Amer ica n 3nd Euro De an tour is ts ~ 

Tipping i s fo r bidden i n Chin a , as al l 
services are pr ovided b y the government 
which a ssigns jobs a nd pays worker s . -­
Once ~!artha noticed a group (appa r e ntly 
hotel service p e o pl e ) g a t h e red aro und a 
young Chin e se man in a bu siness s ui t , 
who was o bvi ouslv demonstrating how to 
use <l vac uu m c l eaner . Hartha said that, 
from che l ooks o n their faces , most of 
t h e obser ver s had probably never s e e n a 
vacuum cleane r befor e ~ 

Th e r o oms I"er e comfo rtable a nd 1,7e 11-
eq u ippe d with western- style bathr ooms, 
good beds a nd f i ne , heav y Ivool blankets 
on th e beds . Oxygen I"as piped to a 
small ta ble betl"een t he t wo beds and o n e 
of our guid e s demonstrated to u s how to 
u se t he ox vg en i f I.]e had any br e athing 
uL~(ic ulty . We t ri e d i t out , bein g t he 
curio us t v pe , but never felt the need 
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for i t . Our home in Colo r ad o Sprin g s is 
more tha n 6 , 000 f e et above sea l e v e l a nd 
I,le spend a s much o f our summe rs a s pos si ­
ble at our s ummer home , situated n early 
9,000 fe et above the sea , so we we r e pro­
ba bl y b e tter acclima ted to Lh a s a ' s e l e ­
va t ion t han most . Tr yin g t o go u p a 
fli g h t of s ta i r s brisklv , h owev e r, quick­
l y r e minded u s that we wer e at an un u su ­
all y h igh altitude . That was ha r d to 
r emember ,oJhen IoJe I,lere in a mo d e rn h otel 
and could l ook out the wind ows a n d see 
deciduous trees and mou nta in s wit h ou t 
snow ri s i n g a bove u s for a n other 4 , 000 
feet . 

By th e tim e ",e h ad taken a nap , \\'e 

fo und t hat the sun I"as 00l·n O do 1 '" '" 1·.'11 • 

hurried u p the s tairs to th e t op f l oor 
(the fifth) a nd fo und my ",ay ou t on to a 
d eck on the Ea st e n d of- t he bu ildin g . 
There I took a pictu r e of the famous 
Potala , using a 135 mm len s , as the 
setting s u n illu_ i nated t hat r ema rkabl e 
edifice . Thu s I endeci r ' \- photog r cl!,h\­
for tha t d a\- . 

Int er e s t inglv , all of China , inclu d i n g 
th e f ar IoJe sten l r eg ion e; , is in a sin g l e 
time z o n e , so , Lh a s a , the wes t e rnmost 
capital in Ch i n a h as t h e sam e tim e b y 
the clock s as t h e cities on t h e s ea 
coast of t h is hu ge coun t r y . We f ound 
it cur iou s , bu t r ea liz ed that th e 
c o untry people of Tib et probabl y do 
n o t h ave timep i eces a n y",ay a nd ~ impl y 
us e ' sun time ' i n carrv i n g out their 
activit ies . 

J u st across the s treet from the Lhasa 
Hotel , i n the Chines e section of t h e 
c ity , st ands an imposing building --
t he n e", fine art s theatre . ~fuen Martha 
asked our local guide if IoJe ,oJould get 
to see a n y performances the re, he an­
swer ed va~u elv . sug~esting that perfor ­
mance s wer e giv e n onlY occasion al l y and 
that ",e woul d pr oba bl y not g et to see 
one during our brief stay . Fortuna t ely , 
our national guid e was not so ignorant 
a n d secur ed seats for us at a n e ven i n g 
performanc e -- bu t mor e about t ha t lat er . 

Nex t mo rn i n g , our first full day in 
Lhasa, ",e had breakfa st in the ball r oom 
and, a f e,,1 minut es be f ore 9 AM, gather e d 
at th e hotel entr a nce for our bus ride 
to the J okha n g templ e. 

Noth ing quite pr epar e s one for that 
initial ",alk a cross the plaza in f ron t 
of th e Jo kh ang , as th is i s a fav orit e 
area fo r t h e Tibeta n e n t r epen e ur s -- a n d 
nart i cularl y th e I,lomen . Th ey ar e bold 
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op e n, curiou s , mi s ch i evous and shr e'oJd . 
They also have a g r eat sens e o f humo r 
but th e y are determined to sell yo u ' 
som e thing . 1artha sal" a n ecklace on one 
",oman --o n e of several necklaces -- and 
one ",hich she liked ver y much - - a 3 -
strand affair . with c or a l beads separ a­
ting polished pieces of turquo is e , a n d 
"'ith a s mall, almost daint y , silver box 
at the bottom . Sh e ba r te red som e a n d 
f ina lly st ru ck a deal loJith t h e OIm e r , 
appa r e n tl y pa y ing a fairl y hig h price 
for the item, as immed iately , several 
other women croloJded a r ound them both , 
pressing all sort s of n ecklaces and 
other items on Martha . Mos t of the 
n ecklaces loJere rathe r h eavy and unappeal­
i n g to h e r , but i t took som e time to 
convince these ladies that she ,oJo uld 
bu y n othing mo r e . During the rest of 
our stay loJe n ever saloJ another n ecklace 
like th e o n e s h e bought, so she has b een 
v er y s a tisfied wit h her purchase. 

We loJere fi nal l y able to focus our at ­
t ent i on on the Jokhang temp l e itself. 
a nd u pon t h e v a ri e t y o f peopl e around 
its main entrance . - - An excellent guide 
book , ,,,h ich I pic k e d u p later in a book 
s hop in Hon g Ko n g ( " A Guide t o Being There" 
by Eliz abeth B . Boo z , Shangri La Press, 
Hong Kong (1986)), states : "Th e Jokhang 
i s the s pir itual centre of Tibet its . , 
most holy place, the destination, over 
time , o f mi ll ions of Tibetan pi l g r ims . 

li Th e oldest part of the Jokhan g dates 
from the 7th century A. D. It loJas one of 
t\oJO temples built b y Kin g Songtsen Gampo 
to h ou se t h e statues o f Buddha that his 
two fo r eign loJives brought to Tibet f rom 
China and Nepal ." 

In th e outer courtyard loJe obser ved many 
pilgrims performing various acts of piety. 
Plant ma terial Has offered in ' ovens I 
\"hich smoldered continuously, sending 
smoke 'up t o h eav en . ' Befor e t h e ma in 
entrance loJe observed many pilgrims pros­
t r atin g th emselve s on the r ough s tone 
flo or, IoJhich had been IoJorn smooth by many 
y e a rs of such activit y . Monks and novices 
of every age, f rom s ma l l bo y s to old men 
were seen engaged in a varie t y of activi­
ties . -- I h a ppened to s e e on e pilgrim -­
a y oungish man, perhaps 25 - 30. Hho I"as 
roughl y dressed and looked as though he 
had no t had a bath in y ear s -- approach 
a monk \oJh o I"as sprinkl i n g hol y Hater on 
the faithful . Th e man fo lded his hands 
and inclined his head in appropriate 
fas h ion , gettin g the attention of t h e man 
o f God , IoJho sprinkled Ha ter on his fore-
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head. Then, quick as a fla s h, the man 
turned toward me (away f rom the monk), 
reached up wit h bo th hands and gave his 
face a vigorous scrubbing with th e water 
that was running down towa rd hi s chin, 
then scrubbed his ha nd s against each 
ot h e r. At tha t momen t he looked up, sa,." 
me watching and burst out l a u g hing --
as if to s ay , "I saw no h a rm i n ma king 
this precious ,vater d o do ubl e dut y ~" -­
Of cour se , al l of this ha pp ened so fast 
t hat I had no chance of trying to take 
a picture, even if I had Hanted to do 
so . But I will have that picture etc hed 
i n my ' mind ' s e ye ' f or as long as I 
live. 

Martha took a picture of a nother young 
man who Has carrying th e skin o f some 
sort o f Hild animal -- possibly a leo­
pard . At fi rs t the y oung ma n though t 
Martha Has i n ter ested in buyin g the 
skin, but turned aHay in evident d i sgust 
Hhen h e r ealized that a ll she wanted 
was a pictur e : 

Inside the Jokha n g, all sor ts of r e ­
ligious ac t ivities Here being carried 
out . A long table-like set of metal ­
cover ed shelves bo r e the ever-present 
yak butter l amps . Pilgrims walked alon g 
these rOHS of lamp s , adding a bit of 
yak butter to each of the pots before 
rounding either end of the l ong table 
to enter the inner portions of the tem­
p le . Each lamp had a small flam e bur ­
ning above a Hick ,,.,hich seemed to f loat 
in the melted yak butter - - much like 
a typical candle flame, but with an al ­
most overpoHering odor which is diffi­
cu lt to d escribe. In f r ont of this 
l ong table (or bench) He n oted another 
pilgrim, Hell-dressed and constructing 
a small tOHer about 3 fee t high, using 
gr ain and paper money , primari l y -- a ll 
of ,.lhich seemed to constitute his of ­
fe ring . He did not seem to mind being 
photographed as the monks did . Indeed, 
he paid no a tt entio n to anyone, bein g 
totally engrossed in his ac t of reli ­
g i ou s piety Hhil e talking soft l y to 
himself , or to his God . 

Whi l e many of our g r oup spen t consi ­
derable time in the i nner rooms and 
galleries, Hith the ir ornate Buddhas, 
gods & demons. I hurried through a nd re­
t urned to f r esher a i r and ligh t to Hatch 
a group of wo rkmen build ing something 
on one sid e of an inner courtyard Hhich 
,\las open to the sky . They had a large 

p i l e of lumber and , Ht th an assortmen t 
o f i nt e r es ting handsaws , adzes , chisels , 
hammer s and scrap e r s , ,,,e r e preparing 
beams that were o bviously going t o be 
fas tened togeth e r Hithout the use of 
n a ils or any metal par ts . 1 ,\londered 
where the lumber cam e f rom, but Has un­
able t o make my question understood , and 
neither of our guides was availab l e a t 
that moment. Bu t I am sure t hat, at 
12,000 feet above sea l evel, such lumb er 
must be very dear indeed. 

The guide book I am referring to f rom 
time to time sta t es that: " The Roof can 
only be visit ed Hith a CITS guide, fo r a 
fee , but photog raphy is a llm\l ed ..... " 
Martha, from ,,.,hom I had become separa ted, 
later to ld me that she had b een up on 
the roof with Chung Li, our national 
gu ide, and had taken a fe,\I pictures, but 
was no t aI,.,ar e that a n y fee h a d been paid 
fo r the privilege . It i s quite possible, 
however, that Chun g Li may have unobtru­
sivel y paid the monk Hho h ad accompani ed 
them , Hithout ever telling Mar tha 
a nother indication o f the kind of leader­
ship He enjoyed on this trip . 

Of course, photography ,,.,a s n ot permi t­
ted inside the holy places of the t emple, 
so He must r ely on our OIvn memories of 
those p l aces, wher e He rubb ed shoulders 
Hith pil g rims of all so r ts, as well as 
with other tourists like ourselves. In 
mos t of thos e places, the only li ght 
came from the ubiquitous yak butter 
lamps. The smoke and odors in those en ­
c lo s ed places was n early overpoHering. 

(to be continued) . 

NO AUCTION LIST THIS HONTH ~ 
--Colin Hepper 

This is a n appeal for lots t o enter 
in our mail auctions. At this point He 
hav e only some 30 l ots to off er -- not 
enou g h to j ustify a n aucti on list to go 
' \l ith POSTAL HlHAL No . 53 . P l ease che c k 
your h oldings a nd send us materia ls you 
n o longer n eed. Remember that you n ot 
only aid y ou r mm cash flm,." but also 
support ou r Study Circle Hhich r eceives 
a commission on sa l es , ther e by h elping 
to keep costs -- particularly member ­
ship fe es -- t o a minimum. 

Uns old lots from our las t a u ction -­
Auction No. 43 -- are as follm\ls:-
La t Nos . 1, 2, 11, 14 , 20, 21, 4 1 , 50, 
66, 100, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
150, 153, 154, 156, 158, 163, 275, 276, 
302, 303. As u sual, these l ots are 
availabl e at 2/3 the estimate. 

13 



" 

14 

SHOWCASE----------

• :- ~ '.~ . .>-

1'0# C ~ , \ ... 

I 
KATH:·\AN DU I 

65 / 10 / 10 B.S . 
1909 JAN 23 A.D. 

... 
I 

., 

JALESWAR 

65 / 10 / 7 B.S . 
1909 JAN 20 A.O. 

A remar kabl e cover from the Leo ~la rty n coll ection: "1 909 (J anuary ) . Registered cover from Ja1eswar to Kathma ndu (1 ate ornamental receiving COS on r everse ), bear i ng on reverse 1901-7 recu t -frame one anna str i p of thr ee with one cliche in ­verted and 1907 Shri Pashupat i s i xteen pic e ti ed by cl assic negative COS cancell at ions (o ne hand-dated), rate of 28 pi ce . Cov er s bearing a combinat i on of classic and Pashupati issu es 
ar e extremel y rare . 


