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Review - Wolfgang C. Hellrigl, The Postal Markings of Tibet 

by Armand E. Singer 

'Jancouver , British Columbia : Geoffrey Flack , 1996. Large format. 8 .S"X11 ". 
5oftbound . $25 U. S. + postage . Available from G. Flack , Box 65987 , Station 
F, Vancouver , British Columbia , Canada , VSN 5L4 . and from many dealers, U.S. 
and abroad . 

Little by little the edifice of Himalayan philatelic knowledge is rising. 
An i mportant wing has j ust opened its doors . Dr . Hellrigl, who has already 
given us three monumental volumes on Nepal (two in collarboration . the last 
by himself), has now turned his attention to Tibetan postmarks, producing 
a watershed monograph. There simply is no substitute . It is for all intents 
and purposes complete ; it is most authoritative ; it is beautifully printed 
and illustrated : it is , in a word, indispensable . 

No serious Tibet collector can afford to be without it. More extensive 
than the pages in Waterfall 1 s Postal History of Tibet , it includes earliest 
and latest known dates of usage for almost every cancel and feature s 
exceptionally clear illustrations . Like the two Bibbins books on the 1912 
,::md 1933 Tibet issues (equally well printed by Flack) , we will not be able 
to he l p wondering how we ever managed without it. Most useful. among its 
many advantages , is a full listing of all the postal marking towns in Tibet , 
1903-1 959 , with alter native spellings and names (and a 1959 map to help locate 
the Chinese system) . which in several cases amount to six variants or more , 
and a generous sel ective bibliography . There is even an extra map of the 
fifteen Tibetan post offices . 1912-1956 , with the native spellings . 

The relative rarity of all these cancels is evaluated by means of a point 
system (p* 5) - not t he usua l one where a po i nt equals some predetermined 
amount of money at a given moment, say a U. S. dollar a point - but as follows: 

100 points extremely rare 1 -4, approximate number of covers known 
90- 95 pts . - very raTe 5-9 " " 
80-85 pts . rare 10-1 9 " " 
55-75 pts . scarce 20-49 " " 
30-50 pts. - medium 50-100 " " 

5- 25 pts. - common over 100 " " 
Collectors are thus free to pay , and dealers to charge , what both consider 

appropriate. I compared the author ' s evaluations of scarcity with a sizable 
number of exampl es about which I happened to have some personal knowledge . 
They seemed completely accurate. 

Reviewers (if for no other reason, to justify their keep) hunt down 
omissions . errors of fact . jUdgment, or spelling , and the like . Except for 
a curious repetition . I found nary a misprint. I cannot really allege any 
factual errors , I am perforce left with matters of judgment . Some collectors . 
in whose company I do not find myself . may well object to the radically new 
numbering system . In a nutshell, Or . Hellrigl has abandoned Waterfall ' s 
generic B1 . B2, 1933 VIII. etc . , nomenclature in favor of a separate number 
for each cancel . For instance . British-Indian cancels , registration hand 
stamps, boxed namestamps . etc ., run from 81 to 8141. Early Chinese imperial 
cancels are nunmbered C1 -40 , native Tibetan marks , T1-110 , later 1950s Chinese 
occupation types , C100-412 . Blank numbers have been left to accommodate any 
future finds . I will wager that, following the inevitable grumbling which 
accompanies change, collectors will accept"this far better system . Waterfall 1 s 
generic types are misleading in that they are not all exactly alike , and they 
are even difficult to verify when examining possible counterfeits . Hellrigl ' s 
are very carefully drawn and inclusive . Remember, with Nepal 1 s postal 
stationery issues , Higgins and Gage ' s specialized numbers have given way to 
van deI: Wateren ' s ; Vignola and Hellrigl ' s classic - issue numbers h~'lVe become 
the new norm. These changes , however momentarily vexatious, are probably 
inevitable . 
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S. No. Date of hSllc SllbjCtl or oefPHio.lu RlIle 

,. ,. 
3 . 

April 1996 
May 1996 
JUl1e 1996 

Drl<l&cofKnnali Ri~r RI . 7/_ 

Lllmbini ScricJ RI. 12/· (c ~ c li ) 

AtlllnI30Iy,npie-1996 RI. 13/· 

-I . July 191)6 a) Personalities from li lCTlllllre 

l) 

' ) 

7) 

81 

1) Bhlwlni llhikshu lh. ' /

I1 ) I'ud<lmo I'r~ud DhaHr ... i RI. 4/ 

Ill ) lIem Raj Sharmn Rs . 5/-

Augll511996 b) I'cr1-O na!ltics from I-l istory 

pnd r <lJilics 

I) Kalu Pande ./is P. 

11 ) Pushpalal Shreslha R •. 3/-
Ill ) Suwarna Shams her ••• 'I' 

Sert. 1 99~ Visit Nepal Series 

a) Acgnash l...:I~c, K:nki R • . Ii' 
b) Palace of Nuwakot R •. ' I· 
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of ll h~llarur R~. 7/· 
d) Arjull Dhara, Jhap3 R •• ' I' 

OCI. "" llullerlli .:$ i Uinls Series Rs. 5, - ((3ch) 

·l 
,) ., 
") 

Nov. I 'Jog; 1I10ul11aln S~rlCS ••• 6/- each 

IX, . "" 52nd Rinhda)' of II.M. 

oh, King ••• l / ' 

Note:- I. TIIC ab) vc ProgrammeS and nles "c Subject 

IU ehan!lc as ncccssary. 

2. The detailc:l inrormation 01\ cach inue Will 

he a~ailabk fronl Nepal Ph ilalelic RIITcau. 

K:llhmanoJu from lime to time. 
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The TSARONG* Crest 

The Tsarong personal Crest is mentioned briefly in "THE POSTA L HISTORY of 
TIBET" by Arnold C. Waterfa ll . on page 144 . as being one of the interesting sid~-lines of 
collecting Tibetan postal history . I am doing a study on this Crest and am reportmg my 
findings. If anyone has more information to add to this study it would be most welc?me. 
I have organized this Crest into three types with variations according to the complexity of 
the design . 

The Tsarong Crest cons ists of a central MOl/main being held up by twO Lions which 
are standing on a platform with the Sun above and a flowing Banner below. The meaning 
of the Crest is unkown but since they are hand co lared the CO IOfS give us some clues. The 
Crest is printed in the elJ1bossed sty le in black ink, the Sun above is gilded in gold except 
on type ilia. the Sun is dark blue and on type IIIb it is deep red. There is one known 
exception. the Sun on type I, dated 1940, is red. others may exist. The Platform, with 
eleven short diagonal lines, is green when calored. so one can come to [he conclusion that 
it represents the great Tibetan plateau. The MOWltain which is co lo red gray on most 
examples, has two streams flowing down. one long one on the right and a short one on 
the left. The underside of the Mountain, when colored, is yellow with gold gilded lines 
giving the impression that the Mountain is y ielding rivers of go ld on the great Tibetan 
plateau. The hairs of the Lions , induding the tail. are cola red a light blue , the mouth a 
spot of red . The flowing Banner with the Tibetan characters is co lored red , light to dark . 

Figure 1, Type I 

The type 1 Crest has a more complex water system. the st ream on the right has 
two branches coming inw the main stream, (he short stream on the left starts vertically , 
on all the other types it srans fro m the right and s lams down . The underside of the 
Mountain has more shading lines than the other two types, the Banner ends are s lightly 
different as are the shape of the tails and hair styles o f the Lions , (figure I) . 

'Tsarong Shape was for many yeilrs Ihe head or lhe Tibetan Mini and was responsible for the m'lnting <I f coins 
olCld the priming of stamps . For more information see th<: suggested read ing at the end of this article. 
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Type I1 is very similar to type I except it has been simplified some what. The right 
long waterway has only one short stream coming in from the right and [he short s tream 
on the left side of the Mountain starts from the right and slants down. The underside of 
the Mountain has been slightly simplfied , (figures 2 & 3). Type I1a and type lIb are quite. 
similar with the following exceptions: 

Floppy ear 
Starts from the r irht 

Line incomplete 

Figure 2, Type IIa 

Type lIa: Not as heavi ly embossed . 
The Lion on the left has a round face with a "floppy" fi<Jht ear. 
The short strea~ coming into the long waterway StartS from the right, 

see figure 2. 
Incomplete line under right side of Mountain (r 2) , Igure . 

StartS vertically 

Line complete 

Figure 3, Type li b 

Type lIb: The head of the Lion .on ~he left is longer and has a "large" right ear 
T~e short Stream commg mtO the long waterway starts vertically. 
Lme complete under Mountain, (figure 3). 
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Type Ilia and [lib have been simplified and s[ylized even more than the other [WO 

types. The Sun doesn't have the outer ring under the rays , [he waterways on and under 
the :vtoumain are more symet rical : [he platfo rm [hat supportS [he Lions has [he eleven 
short diagonal Itnes going down from right to left. the opposite of the o ther types . 

Figure -1. Type lira Figure 5, Type fIlb 

Type IlIa : Tibetan characters under platfonn . 
Sun and Lions are dark blue. almost an indigo (figure 4) . 

Type IIlb : The Tsarong 'name is in English. 
Embossed in dark red . 
Found on the business card of George Tsarong, [he grandson of 

Tsarong Shape (figu re 5 ). 

The Tsarong Crest is found on [he back flap of European style envelopes of various 
sizes. some with linen lining. the dates are from covers seen or recorded . 

Envelope SLze: 215x135mm. ~V" back flap 
215xlJ5mm . 
165:< lOJmm . 
l65x lOJmm . 
lS5 x lOSmm . 
130x103mm. 
168x 104mm. straight flap 

Type I. [926 
Type lIa. date ? 
Type I. [930 
Type lIa. late 1920's 
Type [, [940 
Type IlIa , [947 
Type llb, [939/40 , 

There has been reported a cover dated 1917 with the Tsarong Crest. but at this 
[lme the type of Cres t is nor. known . 
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1930 COVER: TIBET to ENG LAND; TWe I Crest. 

The illust rations in this study are enlarged 200% and the 1930 cover illustrated 
above is actual size. If you are interested In finding our more about thiS remarkable man 
I have lis ted seve ral books which may be of interest. I want to thank Geoffrey Flack for 
supplying photo copies of several examples and Armand E. Singer for helping me sort out 
the different types. 

Suggested reading. 

Postal Himal No. 84 

Daughter of Tibet by Rinchen Tolma Taring 
(Mary Taring, who as a young woman was married to 
Tsa rong Shape) 

Penthouse of the Gods by Theos Bernard 
(An American who srayed wah Tsarong in 1937) 

Memoirs of a Political Officer's Wife in Tibet and Bhutan 
by Margarer D. Wi lJiamson 

A HI STORY OF MODERN TIBET. 1913- 1951 
by Melvyn C Goldstein 

Frealon Bibbins 
San Francisco , 1995 
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NEPAL ' S POSTAL STATIONERY - NEW DISCOVERIES 
Dick van deI' Wate ren 

_nly some ten months after publishing my book . Nepal Postal Stationery , sur
prisingly I can report two new discoveries concerning the first postal card . 

rhe first finding , made by Frank J . Vignola . i s a card of the 18th printing . 
On page 40 of my book I recorded a variety of this . card (Wa18) with the stamp 
pr inted in deep brown instead of vermilion , supposing it could be unique . 
But Frank ' s card also has the stamp printed i n deep brown . He states , nThis 
is good for bath of us , 85 it proves the re were such items printed and that 
they were not made that color by someone using chemicals , et c ." 

A ra r e new discovery was sent to me by Or . Frank E. Vi gnola . The card i s 
a curious variety of the 12th pr inting (Wa12 , page 34 of my book) . The vowel 
sign over the 3rd character of the SARKAR was printed in a reveC:il:.>tJ puslLlun. 
Frank called this card a II Reverse Slanted Vowel " and I suggest to adopt this 
te r m and to catalogue it as Wa 12 , var . a . ~trnn li~rl" 

A th i r d discove r y , th~ most impor tant I bel i eve , is a card of t he 5th pr i nting , 
a nd used (only 5 known used) . The ea r liest date of use for any Nepalese postal 
card recorded so far is December 3 . 1B9D (curiously also 5th printing , sent 
from Palpa) . The card I obtained (illustr ated below) this surrmer however 
was sent from the post district of Punjab ( !) and thus stamped with the barred 
cance l wi th the L of Lahor e , the Headquarter s of Punjab . The card bears 3 
ci rcul ar dates tamps , the earliest being of DHARI'ISAL A, FEB 12 . BB. The card 
was forwa r ded to Dar jiling and received the dates t amp , DARJEELING DELY FE 
19, BB, a nd t hen redi r ected t o Chongtong whe r e it was s tamped CHONGTDNG , FE 
20 , BB. 

This card has gone t h r ough the pos t nearly 3 years earlier than the prev i ously 
recor ded earlies t da te of use , a nd means t ha t I have t o change the II Pre sumed 
Pe riods o f Use ll (page 20 ) : Card Wa4 shoul d now r ead 111 888 - 1891/2 " , card Wa 
5 should now r ead "1888 - 1892/3". a nd II Recorded Date of Use ll 1888 (Feb.) , or , 
a nother option i s tha t t he sequence o f t he printings of both cards c ou l d be 
changed - 5 bef ore 4 . Hopef ully new d i scoveries wil l come to light . 
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Another question concerns the location of Chongtong, the destination of this 
car d. ~r . Johannes Bornmann of Schonaich, Germany , has sent me a map of Sikkim 
taken from Or . K. Boeck ' s book , Indische Gletscherfahrten (1900) . Northeast 
frnm I)ar jeeling one can find a village named Klos ter SChungtong . Maybe this 
village is the same as Chongtong. Can any reader off er information concerning 
this card - especially why it was sent from Oharmsal a? 

Uh cl'lIle h l" lu u 'te 
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Lost Lhasa: A Review 

by Alan Warren 

Lost Lhasa: Heinrich Harrer1s Tibet , text and 

photos by Heinrich Harrer, 223 pages, 9>.. by 

11>.. inches , hardbound, illustrated, Harry N. 

Abrarns, New York, 1992, ISBN 0-8109-3560-0, 

$39.95. 

Many of us 'know about 20th century Tibet prior to the 

Communist Chinese takeover through Heinrich Harrer's vivid account 

of the time he and Peter Aufschnaiter spent in that country after 

escaping from prison in India. Harrer's Seven Years in Tibet is a 

classic that has been reprinted and translated a number of times. 

Harrer now resides in Liechtenstein at t h e age of 80. He is 

an accomplished explorer and mountain climber. Fortunately he not 

only took many photographs while he was in tibet during the late 

1940s using borrowed cameras, but he was also able to bring with 

him the photographs of others who had left them behind when they 

fled t h e Chinese in the early 1950s . 

Th is treasure trove of historic photos is the basis of this 

lovely book which carries an introductory message from Tenzin 

Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama. Harrer tutored the young lad during 

his stay in Tibet and they became life-long friends . 

Heinrich Harrer has prepared a new text to accompany the 

photos, so that we can once again relive to some extent his Tibet 

of those seven years. However, the narration is not directed so 

much to the author's day to day activities b~t more to the people, 

customs, and buildings of Tibet during that time. Through some 200 
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photographs we see the young and old of Tibet, the religious, the 

poor, members of the Dalai Lama's family and entourage, 

monasteries, rituals, criminals, the marketplace, and leisure time 

activities. Some of the latter were introduced from the west such 

as table and lawn tennis. 

One brief chapter of interest to postal historians describes 

the private carriage of mail by runners who bore the mail in cloth 

bundles slung over their shoulders. Running was in relays of about 

4 miles each. Important government messages were known as arrow 

letters and consisted of the message written on cloth and wrapped 

around an arrow. 

Harrer tells of the difficulties in sending mail to his 

relatives in Europe via the British Trade Mission. Since he had 

escaped from prison in India and fled to Tibet, his letters were 

considered POW mail. They had to be typewr i tten and were then 

censored by the British. Heinrich Harrer even designed a series of 

some forty Tibetan stamps in contemplation that the country might 

join the Universal Postal Union . However, the invasion by China 

terminated that project. 

The book is highly recommended to anyone interested in an 

armchair visit to the Forbidde n City, to see it as it was 40 or so 

years ago. 
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THE STORMING OF THE GYANTSE FORT 

An unpublished letter from the Younghusband Expedition in Tibet-1904 

by Colin Narbeth 

A philatelic item of interest to Tibet collectors has come to light. 
While the envelope is of prime interest to philatelists . the ten page letter 
in it is of historical importance . It describes the battle of 6th July 1904 
in which the behaviour of the only British troops present, the Royal 
Fusiliers , was suspect . The letter is from Major C.N. C. Wimberley , 71 Native 
Field Hosptial, and is dated Gyantse 7 . 7 .Oll and tells his wife in graphic 
detail about the assault on the fort . 

The covel Ut:!dr::> an India anna adflesive cancelled by a single ring 
nField p .D. No . 24" dated "7 JL. 04 ". The reverse beafs a single ring "Base 
Office/15 JL. D4 1! as well as an English receiving mark dated Aug . B 1900 . 
The envelope bears .the crest of the 32nd Sikh Pioneers and a manuscript 
Il Gyantse 7th July 1904 11 on the r everse . 

It is known that the Mounted Infantry Escort made a mistake on 7th 
July in exchanging mails at Saotang and brought back the FPO 24 bag destined 
for Base Office . This accounts for the delay in the cover reaching the Base 
Office. 

Percival Landon , special correspondent of " The Times tl whose book "Lhasa ll 

was published a fter the battle (Feb. 1905) conceals the episode of the Royal 
Fusiliers delicately with the words : "In the darkness there was some 
confusion, and an unfortunate incident occured which resulted in the 
re-organisation of the storming column into two parties instead of three . . . 
npeter F l eming , Bayonets to Lhasa (f irst published 1961) a wr iter renowned 
for historical accuracy in his works. wrote "there was what Landon called 
an ' unfortunate inciden t I involving (as other sources make clear) the only 
British regiment present". But Fleming does not quote the sources . 

Lieut. Col. L.A . Waddell . author of Lhasa and its Mysteries. who was 
Wimberley ' 5 senior oficer . and is mentioned disparagingly in the letter , 
omits any mention of the incident. However he goes into great detail on 
other parts of the action n ••• several Lamas were seen , stick in hand . urging 
on their soldiers and beating them back to their posts . .. the Tibetans soon 
fled • .. the interior was found thickly strewn with the enemy's dead , including 
several of the militant Lamas". 

The transcription of the letter fo llows. It was not helped by a 
owner who scrawled in ball - point ink above the words he felt 
geciphering and on one or two occasions actually over the words . 

Major C.N.C .\vimberley, 71 Native Field Hospital, headed 
'IGyantse 7.7.04 " to his wife: 

My darling Girlie , 

former 
needed 

I have been so busy one ~ay or another I haven 't had 
time to write a line, and even now I have .only a few minutes at 
my disposal. As you wi ll have seen in the papers long before 
this reaches you, the overtures for peace came to nothing, and 
yesterday we assaulted and took the old Jo ng which has for so 
long been menacing us, and now the Union Jack is flying from its 
topmost tower . 
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Three assaulting columns started from Pahla before daylight, only 
some 600 yards from the nearest houses just below the entrance to 
the Jong at the same time I went out and opened a dressing sta
tion just behind Pahla under cove r . The storming parties got 
close up to the village just at the foot of the Jong, before they 
were fired on, and then a heavy fusilade opened on them. And in 
the dark in some unaccountable way a panic seems to have seized 
the men. The left column was composed of "the old firm " - the 
Gyantse Garrison - consisting of 1 Coy 8th Gurkhas and the 32nd 
Pioneers, and they stuck to it in the right way. But the centre 
and left columns, consisting of Royal Fusiliers, 23rd Pioneers 
and 40th Pathans either did a bolt, or at any rate were not 
forthcoming at the right time, and lost in the darkness . 

The Royal Fusiliers got right away to the hills and the 40th came 
straggling back towards Pahla . So as at that time we had nothing 
medical to do, I and my Sergt who is a real good sort managed to 
rally them a bit and led them most of the way back. But it was 
evident that along with the columns, the two Doctors told oft for 
them , Conolly, R.A.M.C. (1) and Dunn (2) had also disappeared. I 
found Dunn soon (3) and got him to go back with a few men, but as 
there were likely to be a lot of casua lties on ahead, and no 
means of sending them bac,k thro the heavy fire, I ordered up my 
Tibetan Dulie (Doolie) Bearers, and with Sergt . Packman and Davy 
I got them in some unknown way right across the open to the 
remains of the storming parties without a man being hit . How ,we 
escaped Lord only knows, as the bullets were kicking up the dust 
all round us. My Tibetan Kahars really behaved splendidly and I 
cant speak too highly of them. I have promised them some 
Bakhsheish all round. The General saw the whole thing and I 
think was pleased with the performance. Once across we got into 
a large Chinese House, where we were under perfect cover, and 
soon had our Hospital Flag flying from the centre of the attack
ing line. After that there was a long weary wait. Out men got 
part of the way up the regular road up the side of the Tong, but 
it was death to get further; so it was decide d to try and make a 
breach in the curtain just above our Chinese House, by means of 
the Guns. But the General would not risk his guns too near, and 
it was done from a long distance/near Pahla Village,except for 
our old friend "Bubble " the antiquated 7 pounder / that the Gun 
Porters brought up most gallantly. After a long time the breach 
was declared practicable by Shepherd (4), and the 8th Gurkhas 
went up an almost unscalable rock face and eventually got i n. 
Once they were at the top , the Tibetans c hucked up the spo nge, 
and all bolted. Grant (5) led the Gurkhas, and with him Hum
phreys (6) and Franklin (7) their Doctor close behi nd, and after 
them came Royal Fusliers, but they weren't in it, right behind 
under cover, tho doubtless f o r the sake of the British public 
they wi l l be made to share the honour of the day- the Gurk has 
were really magnificent, and I never want to s ee a finer perform
ance . I saw the Gordons at Oargai, and can honestly say that of 
the two, the storming of the breach at Gyantse Jong by the Gurk
has was a far finer performance. 

As they neared the top of the slippery shaley rock and the crum
bling battered down curtai n, the Tibetans from behind the remain
ing wall threw bricks and stones in hundreds over the wall down 
on them without exposing themselves, It,hich caused many Gurkhas to 
lose their footing and come sliding down 30 or 40 feet; and 
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besides that unfortunately a badly aimed maxim was playing on 
them and wounded seve r al of them ; but t hey st uck to it like 
heroes and eventually got up. I was o nly 150 yards away a nd saw 
the wh o l e thing , and I neve r wi sh to see a finer exhibition of 
pluck. When Grant got to the top I couldn ' t help shout ing out for 
all I was worth. They had 3 killed, and 1 7 wounded . Poor Gurdon 
(8) of the 32nd, one of the best fellows that ever walked was 
killed early i n the day by a stone from an e xpl osion fa lling on 
his head, a nd I have just done the l ast honours for him, poo r 
c ha p, in tying him up in a bl anket, preparatory to his funeral at 
7 p . m. this eveni ng, for among my other duties he re are those of 
undertaker. I have done the last offices now for 4 poor fellows, 
Bethune (9), Garstin (10), Craster (11), a nd Gurdon, tho why I 
shoul d say "poor I! I dont know, for t hey all died gamely, and were 
killed almost in s t anta neously at a moment when they were excited 
and n o doubt keenly happy. 

All this morning I have been busy collecting detai l s of all the 
casua lt ies and with so many units it takes a long time. It is 
really old Waddell ' s (1 2 ) work but as usual at 6.30 a.m . this 
morning I got a note from him asking me to d o it f or him. He 
himself went off on the loot. And tomorrow a force is off down 
the Shigatse Road for 2 or 3 days, and I have applied to go wit h 
it . I am just waiting for orders, and i f I am to go I have heaps 
to d o in arranging transport huts ore?), a nd drawi ng rations . 

There were heaps of thi ngs in the Chinese House where I had my 
dressing station yesterday that I s h ould have liked to carry 
away, but nothing valuable . I have brought in 2 China vases, 
common (7) ones like 2 you had that you bought I think in a Tea 
shop in Southseai also a little Chinese brass tea pot, a Lhassa 
Pencase, and a brass cup - stand and cover. I must try and get 
them packed up and sent to you but I dont know when I shall have 
time, if I am off on this dance tomorrow, as I hope. That is 
why I am writing now, and I dont know when I shall be able t o 
write again . The place we go to is "Dongtse l1 I think, so we 
shall be away 3 days p r obabl y. 

Well I must be off and find out if I am to go with my Hospital 
tomorrow or not. 

All my love, darling. Get a present for the Boy from me for his 
birthday, and tell him his Dad is longing to see him again., 

~(#1 ) 

(#2) 
( # 3) 

(#4) 
(#5 ) 

(#6) 
(#7) 
(#8) 

Captain E.P. Conolly, R.A.M. C. Attached to t he Royal 
Fusiliers. 
Lieut. C.L . bunn, Medi c al Officer of the 40th Pathans. 
the \-lord, crossed out by the unhelpful n decipherer lt could 
be It took It • 

Captain S . H. Sheppard , 0.5.0., R.E. 
Lieut. J.D.Grant, 8th Gurkhas, was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for this action. In a private interview with Peter 
Fleming h e recalled, 55 years later, tith e hav ildar really 
led" (But not until 1911 were native officers and men able 
to receive the V.C. and Karbir Pun received a lesser award, 
the Indian Order of Merit). 
Lieut. D.W.H. Humphreys, 8th Gurkhas. 
Lieut. G.D.Frankl in, I.M. S. 
Lieut. Gurdon , 32nd Pi oneers, killed by flying masonry 
after exploding a charge he had set. 
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(#9) Capt. H. Bethune , 32 nd Pi o n t:!ers, killeo at Karo La on 
6th May. 

(#10) Garstin, a newly arrived subaltern of tile Sappers and 
Miners was killed outright on May 26 at Pah l a after six 
hours fig h ting, much of it ha nd to hand . 

(# 11 ) Captain Cr ' aster was killed by a match lock ball fired at 
po i nt blan k range at Tse-chen on 2Bth June . 

(#12) Lieut.Col. L.A . Waddell, C. I.E ., P.M . O. auth or of "Lhasa 
a nd its Mysteries ll and wrote II Looting is strictly for 
bidden by the General " If Wimberley is to be believed he 
found a way round that - and it may be that wimberley was 
unable to go on the trip to Dongtse as Waddell did , and 
recorded his visits to castles a nd country houses " the 
caretaker of t he monastery led me up to the private 
apartments .. " (Fleming notes of h im : He was not much liked 
by his brother-officers, one of whom described h im as ~ a 
silly forgetful old man who never takes any care of his 
Hospital or duties ' . Waddell was something of a Tibetolo
gist, and his principal concern was the collection of 
material for the British Museum . ) -

~,~"(";"·~·u:'</., ; . . : . . . - , ' ,., ' 
f:;t5..iI.-\"'" I'. -- . 
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led . Mr . Narbeth ' s article (not including the footnotes) originally appeared 
in the December , 1993 issue of the Journal of Chinese Philately (China 
Philatel I c Society of London) . ] 
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HIS MAJESTY'S GOVeRNMENT 

POSTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

NEPAL PHILATELIC BUREAU 
Sundhara. Kathmandu, Nepal 

Phone No. 977+1,241895 

(i). 

A"VAn.ABLE LIST Of' PHILATELIC rTeMS 

1996 

AvniJab!e Post.lge St'IIIlP3 
S. N. SLL"!"'" n.:nu,,,;"~~b" She"1 Ye~r 

I. s., .. vcni. S h~"'1 ; 

.) I'oi'~h'" """'I' C~nlc""1 '00 1911 
b) Fi";' So.:.in 1/; . !~ I'HI) 

2 Mounlain~ ; 

a) Chu-oyu ( •. 00 ~ I<)~j 

b) K\lmllh"hr"~ '.HI 50 ! '»91 
~ ) Ever"'l ' R':IPt"t I.{I-) ~n t?H 
<I) NR<n;U 1.00 .'10 1 9~5 

We hive the "mW'e in ilotiflillS fn;ud U$j 

DC Nepal !'.:I.lale Slamp. aVlilabl& for ,.It In thi. 
Bu.uu. All tho,e hue.esled ill Nepal rOlle., Stamps 

IlTC lIO,diaUy i nvile<! to o;:ontact lbc followln •• dd,.,,;-

Orficcr in 0..,.. 
NEPAL PHILATELIC BUREAU 

SlIndharl, Kat.hmandu, N~. 
Order and melho d of paymen. 

Since ,laadio, oNk. 'Y'tc.m for dcpol ll A=ount 

Number is Ilrudy availuble in our B!lrcau, depos it 
ao;x:o un! mlY be o I'Cn ed lIthe {ollo .... i"" rnioilllWD $111:0 

in one ot the (.lIIo"'ill, cur rencies listed below; . 
Ra . 200.00 Ne fo r Nepalese CUstOme .... 
RI. 200.00 le Cor I<ldiall c.o'lOmcn. 

25.00 (US o.,U •• ) o T Clquivalent 
O M or S.e.llo, Pounds or Ja;O:l:>CSc Vcn ( .. , 
Ovcrsus C .. SLom.". 

Any order from time to [iITN: "131 be placed 
IIlon, WiLII the '. ;n;lwn ... urncicn! \0 CJv.:r t he: c:olt 

of ,l I mp' ;nelutl;ns P,JIl' J:c , P~ ~ kin! an"! P,Jllagc 

RfJ:'srro lion. 
PlIymcnl may be ",~.J~ bY.:l.ny toreis" \:1I110mu 

Il'Irous,h Cheque. b:r.nlt .J~fl or a ny mcth<>d parbtc 10 

Il'Ic Nepal Phil atctic hrou or Ihrou'" Nopal Rut" 
8ank Accounl No. SA. A. Deposit:· ] ,",911J.~l Slamp" 
will nol normally be lenl unli l the drM rt or cheque h" 
been cln rw. 

Orders may be made ror 
I. New inuc3lAm pt. 
~. Firll .Jay cove .. Mlri",,, newl)' inucd .1:1 ... ,.,. w;I .~ 

Fin' .,la)' "'1~n.li"n . 

). F ... ld~ bo3rin~ ne .... ump. 3,..J firll .. ~)' ta" :ell. 

al"'n ..... rlt,. 
~ . Sin,I",. 'Irir<". b],,,,t. .,,·1 _hc-.:Io .. r ~v.Li l ~ .. I~ 

Il an,1'" in ",inl wndil;on. 
~. Si"Iloo, .tripes, blo.:ks ud .heell or ~Y~;la hl" 

Jlan ,p' Cijnccnc,J wilh ,,,,Iin"y p..!!\ m. rk o r fiul 

,J"y cancenalion. 
6. """.1 Stal io ... r;", ( I·LI~u;"r,J. , l!n .... lof'l. Rcgil'u, 

11..,,, CM.·ck'ol'l "nd AC"'IJ 'mmt<). 

,. lI.<glll~r Se"'I : 

"' Cr .. wn '<10 100 1~81> 

b) P"')o"I',"i u.~ 100 19~1 

cl Ohulhara 0.'" 100 1994 
<I) N; •• IIIO,h .• 1' O. 2~ 11Iu ILW", 

0' I.u mllini .. ,. It., lyo)~ 

f) Mlp "f Ncp.,' H)l.1 HMI 1'l'J4 

s, Si",l'l~(h' f "~r u.m 1410 t 'NS 
h) t'~' hul"'l i '.l<I IOU I 'I'J.~ 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
STANDING ORDER FOR., 

N,~ (B)o<;k ~tlm) ... ... . . .......... . 
Addr. " ... ... .. . "" ......... ......... ........... . 
COl/Mlr)' ......... ....... M .. . 

J enclose Ihclllm of ......... 10 ope n.:l. ,JcPOIII 
&a:!Ol,lnl fer alllomat ic IUpply 10 !.he: hem. tiltw below 

Sl.nd i,,~ OnI. r "r Pteax .,,,,d b,/on ,. 
2. ,. 
•• ,. 
•• 
Si~n mlu rc 

",,' 

•• Uifl:',I~~ "r 11 . M. 1/1·; Kh~ 

~) 4~lh [lin·tJ.)' 
hI " 11h lI"I II,J~y 
cl 491h FhrlhJ"y 

ul Sot" 11"1110111) 

cl Geldcn jubilee fti rt hday 
f) Sltl Birlhday 

,. SAARC 

al Yu. ef Oirld Ct.Hd 
b) 101 11 """;>'erlAr), 

air mail 

) monll .... )'c:\r 
6 mo nths .. )'ur 

IInl;ll .. )'t.:I r 

'''' " IY89 

' .00 JO "" 10 r.o " "" 'J.IIJ '" 1'19" 

'.00 SO 1993 

12.00 " "" 
• . 60 " 

,,,. 
10.00 " "" •• Nllioul &t rotcrnl ' ;o nil Organintion : 

a) ~Sll'l Anni~cnary of N. P. S . '.00 '" "" 
b) 75th Anni,en,rf of ILO 15.00 " "" ~) l"lh world Food Prnlrmmmc 25.00 " "" d) IlIlt,n.l iena l yur of lite 

Family '.00 " '''' cl Xlth Anni""ruryet ICAO 11.00 " "" n 50th AIIA;ocnl'y of FAO 1.00 " I'"~ 
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Dear members , please excuse the delay in getting out this issue - I hope 
to be back on schedule sometime this yeqr. 

o 0 0 0 0 

Please note that the front cover illustration of issue 83 was reduced 
to 70% . 

o 000 0 

Ihe Nepal Philatelic Bureau recently published a 20 page pamphlet listing 
all of the stamps issued frorr 1BB1 up through December o f 1995. Given i s 
the date of i ssue - only the year is indicated for the issues up through the 
Pashupati sets , with the exception of the 1907 issue with a stated issue 
date of 16.10.1907 . The 1949 pictorial issue and all later issues have the 
day , month and year indicated. Also listed is the , T1orange l1 J even though 
it was released during the "Telegr aphic Deriod" and was not intended for 
postage (page 2 has the heading "List of Nepa l Postage Stamps") - some six 
philatelically inspired covers exist which did see postal service (W . 0 ' 
Sullivan correspondence from a remote hill post off ice in Ghumdhang to his 
wife in India) . Many thanks to the officer - in- charge. O. R. Pandey , for sending 
the pamphle t as well as first day covers of recent issues (these will be 
detailed in the next issue of Postal Himal). Copies are probably available 
from the Nepa l Philatelic Bureau . Sundhara, Kathmandu . The title of this 
useful compilation is POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL (1B81 -1 995). Be sure to send 
some remittance ($5 7) . 

o 0 0 0 0 

The Study Circle will have a meeting at Westpex (San Francisco) on Sunday , 
April 28 . The show runs from the 26th through the 28th at the Quality Hotel
Cathedral Hill (1101 Van Ness Ave . ) . A fairly new restaurant named Lhasa 
Moon has opened in the San Francisco area (2420 Lombard) - the food i s 
reportedly to be quite authentic . I have eaten there once and am looking 
forward to another visit. 

o 0 0 0 0 

We will be having a meeting on June 9 (1 : 00 p .m.) at Capex . Canada ' s 
international show taking place in Toronto from June 8-16 at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre . This show only takes place once every 10 years and will be 
attended by some 200 dealers in the bourse area (there might even be one or 
two items for sale from the Himalayan area) . Or. Armand Singer will be giving 
a talk titlE:!l.l HNepal : The Rare One:3 l1 • Geoffrey Flack has al!'>o promised to 
give a talk . If you are in the area try to make the meeting and view the 
exhibits (some of our members will have their exhibits present) . Also, in 
San Francisco from May 29-June B the U. S. will have its once- everv -ten-year 
World Philatelic Exhibition (Pacific 97) next year. We have sctleduled two 
meetings - June 1 at 10:30 am and June 7 . also at 10 : 30 am . This will be 
a show not to be mi ssed so start saving your pennies . If anyone wou ld like 
to speak at either or both meetings please contact me . The organizers would 
like a list of the speakers (preferably with the titles of their talk s) as 
soon as possible. 

o 0 0 0 0 

Or . Armand Singer will be speaking at the Collectors Club in New York 
on May 1 of this year . His presentation is titled "Nepal Specialized". 

o 0 000 
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Please note the fo llowing correction for Pos t al Himal no . 81, page 38 
VAN DER WATEREN , RI CHARD should read VAN DER WATEREN DI CK (his fi r st name 

is not Richard) . It should a l so be noted that a t t he Nat i onal Phila t elic 
Exhi~i t ion OSNAPDST ' 95 , Osnabr uck Germany (Sept . , 1995) his book , Nepa l Postal 
Stahoner y, was awarded a Vermeil and his exhibit . "Nepa l Postal Statione r y , 
1887-1 995'; was awarded a Go l d plus special pr ize . At Canada ' s Third National 
Philatelic Li terature Exhib i t i on (Ottawa , 1995) h i s book received a Si lver . 

o 0 0 0 0 

A new ph i la t elic jour nal. tit led Phila t ely Nepa l ( I1 First Nepalese 
Independent Philatelic Period i cal !I ) , has a ppear ed . 1 Quote from t he e ditorial 
section ( "From The Editor" ) : "Philately Nepal wil l be devoted to the cause 
of prOfTloting philatelic cultur e in Nepal by r eviewing Nepalese philatelic 
histor y and to improve directions to lead future Nepalese philatelic cultures 
in dynamic ways . However . facts and information regard i ng worldwide phila te l y 
and overseas countries wi l l also be g i ven equal importance . Mr. Ramesh 
Shrestha i s the editor . Li s t ed below is subsc ript ion and advert i sement rates . 
Also , I have r ep r oduced from the p r emi er i ssue (p . 13) a schedule of new postal 
rates which became effecti ve on August 17 , '995 . We wi sh Mr. Shres t ha and 
h i s sta ff muc h success i n the futur e . 

,-------------- - -------------, 
I S ub5cr i pti on : NRs 125 IJer 5 i s.IIlII"~. lJy surface in Nepal j 
I : IIliI I25 per 5 iSluc,. by airmail in India I 
I : USS IO(or equivll lent l per5 is~Ut~s . byni rmn, l m I!:uropc I 
I nnd Third Zone countriea I 
I : USS l5(or e1Iuivalent l per 5iMUl's. lJyninlllli l in l\mHk ulI I 
I nnd Fourt h Zo ne oountries 1 

I C lllulncd Advcrthicmellt \lu le!! . N its 10 or USS 0.30 per word per I 
I inll l ~ rl iun . Minimum 'lO worda charge. '.1[,".'- di~oou n l to nIl I 
I Hub!ICril,.·r~ . I 
I I 
I nl Rp luy Advertlllcmcnt : Wrill' rnr I'p" clIIl rIlte~ . j 

I S u b.er/pt lr,". A"Il~rti.rm~n l 111If1 fill cnrre.pond.nn In: I 

~ __ !~L~~I:! ~~~~/~2 ~;~ ~,!u~d~I~~,!!,~r:,.N~p~l~ _ _ j 

New Postal Rates 
The POISI.aJ SelVlcea Dfpartmenl 

l\ITIended the e~"ing postage rate. or 
domestic exprl!$S mru I and intemlHional 
mail from 17 l\ugust 1995(2052 Bhadrn 
1). However. there is no chanll! III the 
m)and POStalI' which also includes for 
Indlll . 

DomUli t Elow" Mail Srm ct RatH 
1. For fint 50 gm! 10.00 
2. Fo. add itional 25 gmli 1.00 
3. FOT another 25 gm! 2.00 
4. Each addi tional 10 gms 

or parts ther?Or 0.50 

International ?Quaf e Man &.tc by AIrmail 

I. Letter upto 20 gms 
2. Each additIona l 10 gms 
3. Aerognlm me 
4. Pallnl Card 
5. Book p(I~t e,·e.,)· 20 gms 
7. I3 b ... J LH.,rat~re 

Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone .. 
10.00 15.00 18.00 20.00 
5.00 6.00 8.00 10.00 

10.00 12.00 1".00 17.00 
8.00 10.00 12.00 15.00 
6.00 8.00 10.00 13.00 

·-.. ·· .. ·-·····--· ·-· ·-F'REE··--------··--·· 

7..onc 1 - S AARC mem ber countries excl'pl lndia . 
Zone 2 - i\Igha nist8n. Malaysia . Thailand e tc . et.c. 
Zone 3 - Alban ia. Europe. Africa. J{lprul . Korea e tc . e t.c. 
Zone 4 - Australia . Ameri (8s. ~l'8nia el(_ e tc_ 
q.I. ,...., . s " pootag. "" .. rHoc ... . ""'" 11 ~ 1t951 """""''''' 1»' 0..,..--101 Po" .. ~. 
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Did r find any nits to pick? Well . T110 (the Yatung-Dhomo cancel, 
Waterfall type XVII, p . 121 in his 2nd, 1981 ed.) is still listed (p . liO), 
after being given a special classification, as "Customs Marking (?) " , despite 
the fact that its only known use on a unique cover looks like a postal mark. 
Just recently it has finally turned up on a piece, clearly cancelling a pair 
of 1933 two-trangka reds. I also r egret the author ' s decision to limit his 
exhaustive listing of the second Chinese occupation of Tibet cancels to the 
1953-1959. He stops at March 10 of that latter year, lithe day of the abortive 
Tibetan revol t against Chinese rule " (p . li1 ) • Since Tibetans are still 
resisting and nothing has really changed , why stop with 19597 This terminus 
ad quem doubtless justifies his omitting Ni elamu (=Nyal 3m=Kuti). one of the 
most interesting of the town-fortress cancels (earliest dates I know, ca , 
1965), different from all the other types, and famous in its own right, along 
with Khassa and Kerong , those towns connected with Nepal ' s occupation of 
Tibetan territory. It may well have caused the omission of other town markings 
too . 

Finally , there is a whole section , pp , 55-6li, numbers F1 - 200 (68 e xamples 
in all) , of forged and bogus postal markings . carefully illustrated and rather 
e xhaustive , The problem is that the only way to tell the genuine from the 
false in most cases is to study these illustrations . The latter are shown 
in the author's well-d r awn representations (which do not differ markedly from 
his reproductions of the genuine examples) or from reproductions of the fakes . 
which were in some cases reproduced by the counterfeiters by photocopying 
pictures in Haverbeck ' s Tibet monograph. Naturally, these are close to the 
originals. if not as cl~ What we need is detailed pointers (beside the 
general remarks on p. 55) to make for easier idenification. (The reason for 
the lack of information could well be that Or. Hellrigl . a recognized authority 
on Tibetan fakes , has been working on a study of the whole field and may have 
preferred to leave a more detailed treatment for his future momograph . ) 

These very minor objections . even if justified. 
detract from the value of this superb piece of work . 
deeply'indebted to Dr . Hellrigl ' s labors . 

are not intended to 
As always we remain 
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NEW LIFE MEMBER : 
Mr . Maria C. Barbiere . 519 Lenox Avenue , Westfield . NJ 07090 , U.S. A. 

NEW MEMBERS: Areas of i nterest : [B]=Bhutan , [N]=Nepal , [T]=Tibet 

Mrs . Myra Franks . P. O. Box 32 060 . ChristchufCh. New Zealand. 
Mr . Raj Graver, 1727 Parker Avenue, Regina SK, 545 4R9 Canada . 
Mr . Shyam P. Pradham , Box 2265 . Ka thmandu , Nepal . [N] 
Mr . A. Siegel . P.O. Box 6603 . Long Island City, NY 111 06-9998 . U . 5 . A. ~ 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS : 

/ Mr . Frea lon Bibbins. 88 Marin Ave ., Sausalito, CA 94965-1773 . 
Mr . Lawrence W. 8owles. Box 904 . Boston . MA 02130 . U.S.A . . / 
Mr. Malcolm Campbell, 81 Rose Terrace . lllayville. SA S0311, Aus tralia . 
Mr . Mac L. Ricketts , Rt . 3. Box 20, Independence , VA 24348 . 
Rally L. White. 3446 Willow Pass Road , H 61 , Concord, CA 94519-1772 . U. S.A . 
Mr . W. Stones, 26 Starmead Drive, Wokingham . Berks . AG4D ~HX , Great Britain. 

Mr . Colin Hepper , C/72 Calle Miguel Angel , El Sueno-Fase I , El Chaparral . 
03180 Torrevi eja', Alicante , Spain . 

LOST IN THE HI~ALAYAS: 
Mr. L.A. Nadybal - please notify Roger Skinner if anyone knows of a new 
cor rect address (last known address - Box 3226, A.P.D . AP. 96338 U. S.A. ) . 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR ~~ERS ONlY 

One insertion , per line $1. 00 Four inse rtions , per line $3 . 50 
To calcula te the numbe r of lines your adve r tisement will r eQUire, count 7h 
letters, numeral s , pu<;ctuation ma rks and blank; spaces between words . 
Appropriate headings wi:l oe used if not indicated . After receipt, the ad 
loIi It appea r in the Postal Himal . 

FOR SALE : TIBETAN ST~S AND POSTAL HISTORY. I cur rently have a large stoc~ 
of quality material from all periods. I would tie glad to send you a selection 
tailored to your specific needs . Want lists invited. I also have a list 
of out -of-pri nt books and articles on Tibetan ohilate ly for ~ich 1 can 
provide photocopies . This will be sent to anyone reQuesting it. George 
Bou rk;e , p.O . Box 1174, Jackson MI , "9201, U. S. A. 

-WANTED: TIBETAN, CHINESE, HONG KONG. AM) I'IACAU STAJ'I'PS. Alex Chen. 99"0 
Napa Valley Way , Sac ramento . CA 9S629 , U. S.A . Phone : 916/653-7776 or Phone 
and Fax 916/682- 3310 . 

TIBET FOR SALE: Ask for available items at very carnOe:'tit i ve prices . I a ... 
also interested in buying everything from Tibet. Write or send a FAX to 
following .!Iddr ess · (I am OIl duty here for the next few years) ; Rainer Fue"s, 
P .O. 8011 2711 . 22028 Sa l miyah . Kuwait. F"o.x : 965-5316"03. 

WANTED : CLA SSIC AND PASHUPATI COVERS FR(J'I'1 NEPAL . 1 001111 pur chase a nd o r 
trade better stc11pS and covers. Also wanted , be:'tter postal history of India 
used in Nepal. and unusual Neoalese cove rs from t h e:' lSS0's and 1960 ' s . 
Elltensive price list of Nepal free for the asking. Leo Martyn , p . O. Box 
49263. Los Angeles . CA 900h9-0263. U. S.A. 

WANTED NEPAL: FOCs with matching cachets 1949-1957, Folders , Aerogranmes 
~ early air-mail covers used abroad, Landlord-stanps, Revenue-s!:anps, Printing 
and perforation errors . Please ask for a detailed want-list. Heinz Schobel . 
Horne rstr. 1 , 28203 Bremen , Ge rmany . 
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