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Pacific 97 . the World Philatelic Exhibition which is taking place May 
29 through June B in San Francisco will be a ttended by a good number of Study 
Circle members . We will have two meetings - June 1 and 7 . both from 10: 30 
to 12 : 30 . Armand Si nger and Geoffrey Flack will give presentations at the 
June 1 meeting and Frealon Bibbins will give a presentation 011 Col. r .M. 
Bailey at the June 7 meeting . Also . members are encouraged to bring items 
for discussion . 

Several member s ' exhibi ts will be on display - don ' t miss the opportunity 
to view some very fine and rare items . Perhaps a group dinner is poss i ble 
at the very fine Tibetan restaurant, Lhasa Moon . located some 10 minutes 
from the e xhibition site (car pooling i s a possibility) . We can take a count 
at the J une 1 meeting and make crrangernents - June 1 i s probably a good night 
for t he dinner . 

o 0 0 D D 

Our latest Study Circle aL.Jction ) was a big success , with sales 
totaUng more than $24 .000 - a list of t,ol E: ;lrices realized i s included with 
this issue of the Posta l Himal. An 188:? Nepal cover bearing a perfor ated 
one anna stamp sold for $1860 and a set of Tibet ' s 1912 issue in reconstructed 
mint sheets plus a compl ete mif1t sheet of the 1950 one sang realized $1800 . 
The nex t auction will be ready after I catch up with the late issues of Postal 
Himal . 

o 0 0 0 0 

In reference to tt Bogus Tibetan Registration Handstampstt which appeared 
in Postal Himal # 87 (page 51 - 52) . Surendra Lal Shrestha sent the following 
illustration of a forged cover bearing Yatung ' s Custom marking (Hellrigl 
T11O) . He states t hat these types of forgeries were produced in India . 
sometime between 1990 and 1996 . 
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SULendra has had several "bold and investigative l1 art icles (in Nepali) 
deatinq with the philately of Nepal appear in periodicals published in Nepal. 
"Postage Stamps of Politics & Religious Importance" , "1 st Stamp on Mount 
Everest"; and I1New 15p Stamp The Go lden Egg For Investment?lI appeared in 
Aa jako Samacharpatra (ItToday I 5 Newspaper l1 a national daily paper) J on 
January 15. January 28 and March 11, 1996 respectively . SUTendra stated: 
"Nepalese public became mad after the copi':!s of Sadhana (Nepali Family Digest) 
No . 32, published last year (Sept . /Dct) . when I have place an article on 
!:re ' Nude stamps of the World' with many many pictures including COY A Nude 
of Spain . I Guptang dekhine Nagna Tasvir le Hulak - Tiket lai pani Chhodena I 
was the Nepalese title . This was my 6th article in the same monthly .!! 

Q 0 0 0 0 

Both Colln Hepper (our Secretary) and I have recently obtained e -mail 
addresses as follows : Col.:.n - hepperl!redes tb.es me - iano"gte.net 
My typewriter is falling apart so it ' s time to byte- the-bullet and improve 
my compute r skills . I am adding a scanne r to my system (Apple - apologies 
to R.5 . ) so future i mages in t he Pos t a l Hi mal should be greatly improved 
(with t he old method I was never sure of t he quality of the images until 
r r eceived the f i nished newsletter from t he pr inter) . 

a * * n R n * * * * 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR MEMBERS ONLY 
One Insertion. per line $1.00 Four insertions . per line $3 . 50 
To calculate the nt...mber of lines your advertisement will r equire . count 74 
letters, mInerals, punctuation marks and bla nk s paces between wo r ds . 
Appropriate headings will be used if not i ndicated. Afte r r eceipt, t he ad 
will appear in the next Postal Himal . 

WANTED: The following Pashupati itP.ms from Nepal. 

1. issue : negative stamps - 2p block of 4 ; 2p regular issue on postal card 
or cover . 

2.issue : 32p and 1R used on cover or fiscally used on document . 
3 . ~_ ssue : imperforate proofs in blocks of 4 - 2p and 16p. 
4 . issue : 16p and 1R full sheets . 

"',-;9,;5",9,;-!:P"a":sh,:,u:,p",ac,t'Cif-::'i,:s"s,:u'1'e,;-:,("G¥u""rk"h,,a=P"a~t"r"a,--"P~r-"e-"s",s-,:)-,-: 1 R full sheet. 
Al l issues tele ra hicall used in sheets and lar e blocks . 
GOOD qUALITY ONLY! He i nz Schobel Hornerstr . 1 28203 Bremen / Germany. 

NEPAL: I am selling Nepalese stamps, errors , varieties and Postal Stat ionery. 
Ajit Shah, GPO 80x 2159 , Kathmandu. Nepal. 

WANTED: CLASSIC AND PASHUPATI COVERS FROM NEPAL. I will purchase and or 
trade better stamps and covers. Also wanted - better " India Used In NepaP . 
Censored mail from Nepal and Tibet . Nepal/Tibet and Nepal/India combination 
covers , unusual Nepalese covers from the 1950s and 19605. Leo Martyn, P .O. 
Box 49263, Los Angeles . CA 90049- 0263 . U.S .A. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I am enc l osing herewith the photocopy of a cover mailed from Switzerland 
in 1966 to Bombay with a Tibetan label on the back. The calor i s light 
yellow , brown and black . 
My enquiry is whether there are other such labels recorded from Swi tzer land 
promoting Tibetan children ' s causes? 

.': .... 
" 

, ...... . ' 

" 

, , 
~ PARAVION 

DY II.'A MAil - ,LUFTPost . 
'. ;.. .,. 

A.K. Agarwal 
Kanpur . India 
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r have just received my 'Postal Himal', No. 87, and felt r must 
add to the article by Mr. Hellrigl ' Tibet - A Spectacular Inward 
Postcard' • 

In my collection 1 have an Italian postcard to the same Hr. Hung 
Comptalle, addressed in a different hand but dated. 2nd April 1902 . 
The sender, Mounsieur Cesare Hepeisen is offering to exchange 
illustrated postcards in return for Tibetan postage stamps! The fact 
that there are now at least two items from Italy to Monsieur Hung 
Comptalle would suggest that they WEre in fact delivered and retained 
by the addressee for some time. 

This card, which is obviously not perfect, is postmarked as 
follows :-

? (Italy) 
Victoria (Hong Kong) 
!.eh (Kashmir) 
Kalimpong 
Rhenock, Darjeeling 

2nd April 1902 
6th May 
27th June (twice) 
8th July 
9th July 

There ar e t wo further undecipherable marks. The ' via Darjeeling' has 
been added in red somewhere between Ital y and Lhasa and a handwritten 
inscription in blue (top left hand corner) may have been a postal 
direction. 

.. -- LlIl'l'I ILi \ .\ Pil"'I'.\LI: 1'1'.\ 1, 1.\\ .\ 
~ I A"L: E. I . 

1 will leave it to t hose with far better knowledge of such 
natters than myself to add to the above. From a photocopy I have this 
postcard appears to have been written-up i n a journal in 1959 - but 1 
don't know which. 

The article by George Russell was published in The 
Journal of Chinese Philately, \101. 7, p . 97, April, 

'960. 
AlthouQr the Italian cancellation appears to be il­
l egible , the P.D. of departure rust be Fano (lItIich 
is located in central Italy, near Rimini) , as this 
is clearly lII1"itten on the reverse , followed by the 

date. 

Postal Himal No. 88 

~olfgang C. Hellrigl 
Bozen, Italy 
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A P05TC ,t..RD TO TJBET I 190'2 b y 1;. 5 . H.;ssp.U 

Readers may be Inte'['ested in tili::. l11ust!'ation .. , in lhst: 

(1) It is a postal ca!'d sflnt froo Ital:i 5i j'ears ago, ac.d.essed t c a 

foreicn resident at Lhas~ (spelt Lasfa or Lassa) , and ~onc~rns tbe e &­

cbange of ste..o ps and postcards, 

(2) Pos t al Qatsrial sent into Tibet rarely leaves tbe count!'y again, 

6.r.d ' .8 much l:Iore elusive tha n mail, frol'l Tibet . 

0) At this hmo (190'2) rel ations betnen Creat Britain and 'l'ii:let war{l 

very strained due to tbe terms o~ a Treaty of that year negotiated be ­

t~een Russia and Tibet. Tbey ~~V9 r is9 firstly to tho Ti~etan Frontier 

Comm ission and , wit hin a short ~ime thereafter, the Young~u9band 

Mi lita ry Expedition of 1903. F~: these reasons mail to Tibet in 19C2 

did not travel over the old Sll!= Road route through Chi na , but ... ent by 

It ,·oundabout route eo cvidoneod by tbe postmarks on t his caM , viz ' 

Vic t oria (Hong Kong) 6th )lay ; Leb (Kashmir) 21th JUne ; Kali:apcng 

(Bengal) 8th July; Da rjeeling (Bengal) 9th JulY I plus two unread~b:e 

postmarks . Arrival date at Lhasa cannot be fixed with certainty, but 

the nOrmal tillle taken by couriers botT-'oen Dllrjceling and Lhssr. (via 

Cyantse,3n oiles) was 9 days . This 7IQuld th~rafore !;lake the total 

transit time from Fano to Lhasa 107 days . 

(4) Lob is the m~dioval capital of Ladakh Province (also known &s 

Little Tibe t ) . It belonged to tbe old Tlbotnn Empire until the tenth 

c entury. Pl anes oake occasi onal trips today from Loh to Srina8ar 

(Y.ashoir), a distance of 160 miles . !t ..... as recently r oported tbd 

China is no~ layinG c l aim to tho 6COQ sq . milos of Ladakb Province . 

Folla.llng is a tnnslation of the message: 

Fano (Italy) 2 April 1902 

I'\r. Hlng Cof'Il:ltalle Lassa (Tibet) 

If you send me st8lllJS of your cOlX1try in c~lete 

collection I offe r you in exchange hand illustrated 

postcards artis tic IoIalercal ors, views, pictures, 

flowers , etc . all different and brand ~ [nouveau­

teuse 71. 
While ~aiting to be favorcd with your answer, 

r send you my sircere salutatioos . 

Trans lation by Armand Singer 
West Virginia, U.S . A. 
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As to the 'Free Tibet' label mentioned by Leo Martyn I have a 
copy on cover, November 1991 Christchurch N.Z. I wrote to the sender 
to try and obtain further information but received no reply . The 
labels were not in evidence with the Tibetan Society when the Dalai 
Lama visited recently. 

Hoping some of this may be of interest. 

- , 

(- -- .- -_ .----
ij:-'lr-('-~' 
: f , ) __ , I 

I 
-hI" 1 -, i·" . <')' '1 ' . "- l 
, -' ;~,- -. - - ";':":-

o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MYRA FRANKS 

Christchurch 
New Zealand 

Looking thIough old issues ofrostal Himal, I noticed Armand Singer's article in No.44 
entitled "Another Route up the Himalayas". -Ill is brought to mind a set of three Austrian post 
cards I acquired some years ago, with stamp-like labels issued by the Austrian I-limalayan 
S\)ciety in 1954. TIle ca rds are clearly philatelic in nature, show rather dark views of an alpine 
lake on the picture side, and did not pass through the post. TIle date. and perhaps the 
occasioll . ofisslle is indicated by the ordinary Austrian stamps, with a commemorative 
can..::ellation ofLhe Vienna Illtemational Autumn Fair, held fTom 12- 19th September 1954 . 
The three labels have a mauve cancellatioll , indicating that the Austrian i-li ma laytl n Society 
was located at the time in the house of the OTK (I don't know what that is shOlt for?) , in 
Vienna, Backerstrasse 16/ 11 . They may be described as fo llows: -

1. Blue-green - Two heavily laden porters climbing up deep snow, holding ice-axes. 
2. Deep purplw - View of Kancbenjullga from Oarjeeling area , with tent s in the foregroulld . 
3. Brown - Head of a sherpa . with snow goggles. 

I known nothing further about the circumstances behind the issue of these labels. but I thought 
that collecto rs ofl-limalaY3 n cinderella materia l might be interested to know tfla l they exist. 
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HlmA~I'IlCIlUIlCKArr 
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a * * a a a « u a n 

Nicholas Rhodes 
Kent. England 

Postal Himal No. 88 51 4th auarter/1996 



The Early Registration Markings and 
Labels of Nepal 

By Wolfgang C. Hel/rig/ 

THE HISTORY OF REGISTRATION IN NEPAL 

When discussi ng any aspects of the postal history of Nepal. one ha'i to bear in mind Ih ,H 
thi s Himalayan Kingdom had Iwo distinct postal systems. The first of these was connected 
with the British-Indian Post Office that operated in Nepal's capital. Kathmandu, from 1816 
and provided a communications link with India and the rest of the world. In the early days 
;1 was normal pmClice to register automatically all mai l "with a view of ass isting to Irace 
letters which may have fail ed in reaching their dCSlinalions." In itially. this service was car­
ried out free of charge. In 1851. the "indisc riminate registry of covers and packets" was. dis­
continued and, instead. a special registration made ava ilable on payment of a fee. At lhe 
beginning. registered mail was endorsed in manusc ri pt (Figllre Ja).lfbefore special hand~ 
stamps were int roduced in me 18705 (Figlfre Ib). 

~PJ..2/L-2 _ 
(1860) (a) 

REG ISTERED 
0 -1t~~ 
N~:U.,fW //~/ 

REGISTERED. 

NEPAL 
o .13/-/71 N. W. 

(I878)(b) (J882-1904)(b) 

R 
NEPAL \ 

(1905-1908) (b) 

Figure 1 The earliest registration markillgs ill IIse at the British-/lldiall /t)st Office III Nepal. 

* See front cover_ 
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( 1909-1910) ( 1914-1916) 

.. " 'VVV .... VV\AA.JV\J\JVO."-'I.JV'VI. 'I.~. '. ) '--=:-------'! 
! '--== ="';"~"'-' ; 
'. "" ,'"" "VVVVVVV'V'V'-"'/,vvv,,,vvv,,,,,-V 

( 1919-1937) (1932-1935) 

Figure 2 A sclectiOIl of early regisrmrioll labels at the British-Indian Post Office ill Nepal. 

The fi rst registra tion labels made their appearance in 1909 (Figllfe 2). They consisted of 
numbered and perforated slips on which a variety of rcgislfmion handstamps and name­
stamps, respectively. were impressed . In later years, the name of the P.O. was printed on the 
labels. 

Nepal's second postal system consisted of an independent internal service that was 
established in 1879 and lhat saw the Issue of its first postage stamps in April. 1881. The foJ­
lowing considerations deal exclusively with this "native" system, ils m:muscript a'nd early 
mechanical registration markings and. ahove all, its unique registration labels. The l::mcr 
are here treated in greater detail for the first time, including the description of several pre­
viously unrecorded settings, slates and errors. 

THE MANUSCRlPT REGISTRATION MARKINGS (c. 1881-1950'5) 

The Nepalese Post Office presumably introduced the registraJiQn uf mail at lllc time of 
issue of its first postagc- stamps. The carliest knov.n registered cover, from Jaleswar to 
K:l1hn1<tndu . i, dated Allgust. 188~. nc.;pite the rather prohibitive co.;L rce iSl ration <;oon 
bec~me quile popular with the Nepalese population. Motivated by the senders' fears of 
potential losses of communications, a surprisi ngly high percentage of leilers wa. .. regis­
tered. 

Initially, !.he fact thut a leller was registered, was recorded by a manuscript endorsement 
- invariably on the reverse of the cover - that i neluded the word ·'Registry." phone tically 
rendered in Devanagari. and, generally, the reg istration number. Occasionally. the weight of 
the leHer was also recorded. If a receipt was required from the addressee, the words 
"Pahutha Paune" (Acknowledgement Due) were added to the man uscript registration 
mark ing; the fee for thi s add itional ~crvjce amounted to I anna (Figure 3) . 
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(;J//tC:J- q't 
"Registered" 'I\ckrwwiedgemellt Due and RegiJlen..'d" 

Figure 3 Manuscript endorsements for regisrm/ioll and fl!gislmrioll wilh acknow/egel/lellt due. 

These manuscript endorsements rcprcscnI, of course, true postal markings. Since they 
were in use nol on ly throughout the period o f the classic stamps ( 1881·1907). but also du r­
ing the subsequent decades. they arc rather commo n. After their temporary replace ment -
between 1910 and 1917 - by the early rcgi slrillio n labels. they soon recla imed the 1051 
ground and continued 10 be used regularly until 1959. whcn handstamps and modern rcg i ~· 
Iralion labels were introduced in conneclio n wit h Nepal's entry into the u.P.u. 

With the exception of official mail. every registered letter was required 10 have at least 
five wax 4 seal impressions on the joints of the envelope. The sender usually applied the 
impressions with his signet ring or a small seal 4 cone attached 10 a string worn around the 
neck. Occasionally the envelopes and contents were stitched together and the ends of the 
th reads tied with sealing wax. so as to prevent the opening of the ie(fer wi thout CUlling the 
threads or removing the seals. The practice of "sealing" registered mail. which had been 
copied from the British4 Indian Post Office, was abandoned only in 1959. 

By an unexpected stroke of luck, some early Post Office records of reg istered mni l have 
survived. They are in book form, each entry bearing a strike of the official postal sea\. An 
enlry in this registrntion book was proof that the item had been accepted for delivery by 
the Pos t Office (Figl/re 4). 

The senders of registered mail were handed receipts, featuring the usunl delnils such as 
the names and addresses of sender and addressee and bearing the impress ion of a postal 
seal, or postmark. These receipts show the typical fancy marg ins on the lefl 4 hand side. a 
security measure designed to prove that a receipt and its remaining nub were originally 
joined (figure 5). Different forms were used for registered letters and parcels. 

The Nepalese Post Office charged a regislr:Hion fee of 5 annas. Incredibly. thi s amount 
was 10 remain unaltered for some seventy years. except that. fro m the 1907 issue onwards, 
it was expressed in its equivalent of the new decimal currency. 20 pice. 

Since the basic pos tage amounted to I anna (4 pice). the lowest possible franking for a 
registered letter was 6 annas (24 pice), or, in case of registrat ion with acknowledgement­
due. 7 annas (28 pice). Higher frankings are the result of heavier lette rs, each add it ional 
we ight uni: being charged 1 anna. The Nepalese weight unit was called Tola and corre 4 

sponded to a rupee coin of 11.66 grams. Only six covers are known with frankings exceed 4 

ing 8 annas. the highest known amounting to 13 annas. 

THE KATHMANDU REGISTRATION HANDSTAMP (1908, 1930-1964) 

The G.P. o. of Kathmandu. by far Nepal's busies t Post Office. tried to mechanise the cum 4 

berSOmc manuscript regislnltion by introducing an appropriate handstamp (Figllre 6) thil t 
was heavily used between 1930 and 1964. It has been ascertained that. during its final peri 4 

od, it was in use al the P.o. of Dilli Bazar. a suburb of Kathmandu. A previously unrecorded 
strike of this hands tamp was recently found on a cover daled Bikram Sambat 1965/8/13 (;:; 
November 1908). The use on this early date of an Olherwise very common marking repre­
sents an extreme rarity. It proves that this bands tamp actually preceded the native registra­
tion labels and that it was obviously withdrawn after a very brief initial period, only 10 be 
revived some 22 years later. Incidentally. the dales of the Nepalese Bikram Sambat calendar 
can be translated to the Western calendar by deducting 56 years. 8 months and 17 days: 
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Figure 4 All elltry from the IPgislllltioll records book of the Karhmalldu Ftm Office, dared 

1890 and bearing all impression of the official P.Q seal. 
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~ _~_i-,-I_:~_: ___________ _ 
JJ .a 

~ :;; ~ 1_'1_1q _______________ ___ _ 

~ ~ ~ C\ft=l 

~ 

Figure 5 A typical registration receipt form of rhe 19205. 

Figure 6 TIle Kathmalldu registration /illlldslf/mp. 

This reg istration hands lamp bears the follow ing Oevanagari insc riptions: firs t line: 
NCPJI; second line: N(umberJ. Registry; third line: W[eigh tJ . Tola. 

Analogous abbreviations [or Number and Weigh t had earlier been used by the British­
lndian Post Office in Kathmandu (Figure 1). Apparenlly. the Nepalese Post Office had no 
hesitation in imitati ng any features that had previously been tried out and proven IQ be 
successful by its Briti sh-Indian counterpart. 

The fee was inserted in the blank space of the handstamp's 1st line. an oblique stroke 
separat ing rupees from pice (e.g .. "/24" stand ing fo r 24 pice). The amount thus indicated 
invar iably represents the total amount paid. i.e.. the postage plus the registration fee. 

A crude forgery of the Kathmandu registration hands tamp first appeared in [he 1940s. 
in conjunction with forged Tibe tan stamps of the 1933 issue and various forged Nepalese 
postmarks. It is slight ly asymmetrical and its inscriptions differ greatly from those of the 
genui ne handslamp (Figure 7). Despite these shortcomings. this type continues to find its 
way iOlo collections and auction salerooms. The first line reads: Mo[har] Ru[pee1; second 
line: No.; third line: To[la]. Mohar Rupee wru;; the name given to the Nepalese currency. in 
order to distinguish it from the Indian Rupee. 

THE REGISTRATION LABELS ( 1910-1917) 

W hen India introduced regis tratio n labels. o n 1st January. 1909. the idea must have 
favou rably impressed the Nepalese postal authorities. so much so Ihat they decided to fol-
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Figure 7 71leforgery o/the Kathmalldu registraliollllalldsramp. 

,\'jJ~ft / ~'. '"'~(t I ~. 
/m. l· \ aT. 

Selling 1 (1910-1917) Sening 2 (1914-1915) 

Figure 8 n,e lIatil'e registratioll labels. Seftillg 2 is here n!cordedJor fhefirs/lim e. 

low the example by printing their own labels (Figure B). If wc may assume th at this inno­
vatio n - as indeed most of the Himalayan Kingdom's new systems or reforms - became 
effective on an auspicious Bikram-Sambat New Year's day, then the Nepalese registration 
labels were inloduced in Apri l 1910. At any rate, the earliest known use, on a cover from 
Dhankuta. is dated B.S. 1967/2/28 (: June 19\0) (figllre 9). 

In the years th at followed, the labels were adopted lhroughout Nepal. although many 
P.o.s cOnlinucd to use the old system of manually endorsing their reg istered letters. or 
Nepal's 50 Post Offices in existence in 1910, only 21 are recorded to have eve r used reg is­
tratio n labels. Mos t of these P.o.s appear to have abandoned the new sys tem, or exhausted 
their supplies o f labels, after a relatively brief period. 

I wou ld est imate that the total number of covers known bearing early registration labels 
amounts to rorty-live. They represent a highly interesting chapter of Nepal's history of reg­
istration and arc keen ly sought after by collectors. The use of these labels was defi nitely 
d iscontinued around 1917. It was only over fon y years late r. when the provisions of the 
Universa l Poslal Convention finally came into force in Nepal. thut the modern R-Iabels 
appeared on the scene. 

The early regi stratio n labels of Nepa l were printed on the same native paper as the 
cla<;sic postage slamps and postal cards. They are imperrorate and consist of a framed rec­
tangle divided into rour equal sectio ns containing the rollowing Devanagari inscriptions: 
first line: Registry I No.; second line: Hu[lak]./To[ la]. 

The word " Hulak." meaning POSl was in this case intended to stand for " Hulak Adda," 
i.e., Post Office. The regi stration number was written into the right-hand sec tio n o r the 
fi rst line. while the name of the P.o. and Ihe weight were inserted in the respective sec­
tio ns o f the set.:O nd line. 

A vcry recent discovery shows that therc arc actually IwO distinct settings of reg i ~tra­

tion label$. The lirst se lling, in use between 1910 and 1917, can be recog ni zed by the wide 
letters and its shorter length (varying from 43 to 46 mm, measured across, from framcline 
to framelin e). 

Due to a progressive damage la the initia' "Hu ," we can separate these labels of the lirsl 
se lling into three di stinct states (Agure 10): the first state shows the initial intact, the sec­
ond SI ale shows the vowel "u" broken off and the third state shows part of the previo usly 
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Figure 9 A registered cO\'er from Dhallkllta to Karhmalldll , dated Jllne 19JQ representillg lhe 
earliest kllOll'fl /lse of a native Nepalese regislmtiofl label (alfthorS collection). 
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Am SlllfC! 21/d SW'e 3rd Stare 

Figure 10 nI(' progressive flaws of/he initial "Hit." givIIIS rise /0 Ihm' distillcr S1(IleS of the 
registration/abets (and /\\'O SUites of the parcel/abets). 

mUlil.:lIcd Ch::lf:lCICr dclormcd. The damage leadi ng lathe 2nd <;I:He oc('ufccI in 1910, lh,,\ of 
the third stale [irsl appeared in 1911. The firsl stale is scarce, the second ~tatc is extremely 
rarc, whi le the thi rd stale Jccounts for some three quarters of all known labels. 

The second setting of the registration label (Figure 8), which I discuvered only in 1995. 
when I C<l mc across a couple of covers fro m Dhankula and KathmandlJ, respectively. 
shows tota lly different, narrower characters nnd is considerably longe r (varying from 48 10 
50 mm). 

The following is n complete list of all known covers bearing CJrly registration labels. 
stating the respective Post Offices of orig in and the periods of use recorded; 

Registration IJbcls, SC'lI ing I: 

BAGLUNG 1914 LYANGLYANG 1913 

BI RGANI 1913 OKHALDUNGA 1910·1911 

BUTWAL 1913·1917 PALPA 1912·1916 

DAILEKH 1912 POKHARA 1911·191 -1 

DHANKUTA 1910·1912 RIDI 1 ~ 12 

DHULlKHEL 1910 PYUTHAN 1912 

DOTI 1912 SA LYA N 1912 

IALESWAR 1913 SINDHULI 1913 

IHAPA 1912 TAULlHAWA 1912·1916 

KADARBAN 1910·1912 TIUSULI 1912 

KATH MANDU 1912 

Rcgistration labels. Setting 2: 

DHAN KUTA 1914 KATHMA 'DU 1915 

THE M ANUSCRIPT IMITATIONS OF REG I STR'\TIO~ L ABELS (1911 ·1933) 

On some nlrc occw .. ioJls, when a Pmt Dflll'c had run ou t of labels., or \\ hen the bhc l ~ had 
becuIne ob:-.ulctc, Ihe PO:-. I;l! c!t:rk would dr.lw a quartered rectangle {1Il 11 cover. therehy 
inserting the same headings (though not necessarily in the correct ~e4ue nl'c, ilm] re~pcc­
ti,iC dct<1ib <i.') provided in the label!) (Figure 11 ). As opposed to the enrlier manuscript n.~g· 

ist r<nion endorsement!), Ihese markings arc invariably found on the fron t uf cover:-.. Le!\\ 
zealous pO!)ia.1 clerks prmiLlcd thc usual manu'\cript Iypes con~is ti ng of a single line or. 
orcasionally, iJ ... mall box rontaining rcgbtrat ion numhcr dnd weight , which, ()b\'iou~ l y. li re 
uf much lesscr interest uno :Ippe~ 1. 

I ncidentally. only !lome twcnty covc r~ bellri ng such Illanusc:ript imil<ttions of rcgistratiun 
bhcls hllVC been rc(;orocd.making them evcn rarer than thc covers hearing proper lahd .... 
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Figure 11 Three typical examples of mallltsc:ripl imitarions oj regisrmlioll lahels. 

The following is a complete list of all known covers bearing manuscript imilJlions of 
the early registratio n labels. slati ng the respective Post OfJiccs of origin and the periods of 
use recorded : 

BAGLUNG 1918 RIDI 1924 
DHUUKHEL 1933 SYURAJ 1931 
KATHMANDU 1911 TATAPAN I 1912·1910 
POKHARA 1917 THAK 1929 

RANG Ell 1911 TRISULI 1917·1931 

THE PARCEL LABELS ( 1910·1917) 

Another W<ly of coping with depleted slocks of registration labels was to use pJfcei 
labels j n ICllcrs. They are si mi lar to the rcgislr.:lIion labels. except thallhcy show the wo rd 
"Pulinda" (packe t. parcel) in the first rectangular sec tion. When used as registration labels 
on iCLlcrs. the word "Pulinda" was crossed oul and overwri uen "Registry" (Figure 12). So 
far. no true use on a parcel has been found. perhaps nOI surprisi ng when onc considers the 
transient nature of a parcel wrapping. 

To date. just four covers bearing parcel labels have been recorded, making these some 
of the rareSI and most desirable items of Nepal's 20th century postal hislOry. 

There is a very specHlcular, yet unrecorded typcse tting error in the earliest setting of 
parcel labels (l910~19 11 ): instead of containing (he initials ·'To[ lnJ." in the las t rectangular 
section, the abbrevialion for "No." is repea ted from the firs! line. as follows: fi rst line: 
Pulinda I No.; second li ne: Hu[lakJ.1 No. 

The error was subsequen lly corrected in setting 2, to show the initials "To(la]." in the 
last section. (Figure 13). 
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Figure 12 A registered COI'er flVlII Karhlllandll, dated Jlln e, /911, bearing a parce//abcJ 
(setting I). overwrillen Regis!ry. The printing £'rID" illlhe lasl 5ecrion of rlie label 
hw' been manllally corrected (((whor \' collection). 
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Figure 13 711e three settings of fhe parcel labels. Setrillgs J and 3 are here recorded for the 
first rime. 

The first (WO scuings of the parcel label arc closely related [0 selting I of the registra­
lion label. In fact.. identica l characters were used for printing the comlnon sec tions of these 
three settings. Th is is proven by the progressive naws o f the initi"l " Hu," which arc also 
present in the parcel labels (e! Figure 10): scuing I shows the undamaged "Hu" or the first 
SI ale, while setting 2 shows the deformation of the third Slate. 

The earli est known use of a parcel label of setting '} is represented by a cover from 
BhojPUT, dated 8.S. 67/6/23 (= October 1910), from which [he stamps were, unfortunately, 
removed. The only known use of a cor rected label from setting 2 is on a cover from Jhapa. 
doted August 1914. 

The newly di scovered parcel label from selting 3, known only on a cover frolll Karna li. 
dated 1917. is closely related to setting 2 of the registration labe ls. In f:lct, similar. if not 
identical charac ters were used for printing the common sections of both these bbels. The 
label from selling 3 measures 46 to 47 mm across. As opposed 10 all other settings of reg­
istration and parcel labcJs, there is no full stop after "Tol la]." 

[ncidentally. despite the common fon ls used for both types of labels, the framing and 
dividing li nes vary considerably in poSition. inclination and length. and are rarely idemical 

-in any IwO labels. whether registration or parcel. This fact would indicate frequent prinl­
ings of small numbers of labe ls. with partial rc-sclli ng uf the framc li nes. 

This is a li st of the four known parcel labe ls, slating the respective Post Offices of ori­
gi n and lhe periods of use recorded: 

Parcel labe ls. Setting I : BHOJPUR 1910 

KATHMANDU 1911 

Parcel labels. Setting 2: JHAPA 1914 

Parcel labe ls. Setting 3: KARNALI 1917 
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MODERN R EG ISTRAT ION H ANDSTAMPS AND LABELS 

During the 1950's. a number of Post Offices introduced boxed mUlt i-purpose namestamps, 
featuring Devanagari insc ripti ons, Ih3t were used . amo ngst othe r things, as registrat io n 
handslamps. In 1959, afte r Nepal had become a full member of the u. PU. a flood of proper 
reg istration handstamps se t in, compri sing the inili31s " R," or "R.L." (Registered Lette r) 
and providi ng blank spaces or dOlled lines for insertion of the registra tion numbers. 

As another provision connected with its admission into the UP:U" the Nepalese Post 
Office introduced modern registrati on labels. The perforated or mu lcHed labels were print­
ed in black and consist of a standard frame contai ning Ihe JcHer .oR" and the registrat ion 
number, while the name of the respective P.o. was written or handstnmped in the centre. 

Sim il ar registrat ion hands tamps and. to a much lesser extenL registration labels arc still 
in use in the Himalayan Kingdom today. With th ese innovations, Nepals postal hi story 
fi nal ly and irreve rsibly entered the modern era. leavi ng behi nd a fascinat ing world of the 
past that li ves on through its postage slam ps. cove rs, receipts, hands tamps nnd labels. 

R EFERENCES: 

Hellrigl. W.e. nnd C. Heppcr, 71le Natil'e Ftwmarks of Nepal. (Peterborough: Thc Nepal 
[and Tibet ] Philatel ic Study Circle, 1978). 

Hell ri gl, W.e., Karalog der Postsrempel \'01/ Nepal (/879-1935)/rl Caralogue of Nepalese 
fbstmarks (1879-1935). ( Wicsbaden: Forschungsgclllcinschaft Indien.1982). 

---, w.c., Nepal Postal History. n,e British-Indian Tbsl Office ill Nepal. (Turin: Giutio 
BolMfi, 1991 ). 

[ed . Wolfgang ' s study originally appeared in The Congress Book 1996. published 
by the American Philatelic Congress . Articles appearing in the Congress 
books are by i nvitation , and have been i ssued yearly since 1935. For further 
information , including membership (includes The Congress Book) , contact Janp.t 
Klug, Secretary Treasurer , C/O American Philatelic Congress Inc ., P . 0 . Bo.x: 
250 , Pleasant Plain, OH , 45162. U.S. A. ] 

* a * n R » a a * * 

NEPAL (Red Cr . .. Sal,,) 
UIPERFS, mintanll uled, in Br.1I 8jn~u, p.1 i flO. 
nnd block. ineluding in,erted clid'e8, mll"Y 
ntr .... IY dilCOvert:d ooloon aJI.d ~et t in:;@. 

PERFS. mint .ud uled, Lotltlon IIn,l lon l 
pri n t~. includin~ crror. n f p:rforlttiOD, ue" , 
sh. drll . nd coloun . 

. (Pf'Ilfi/4 Cf€dild 10 Red Crr.., Qild . Wilt C~lI rjliu.) 
Writ.: E. A. Smytllt... C~E.. LlhIa.uOo, &pal. 

Roger Skinner came across the above ad which appeared on the ins ide cover 
of the April , 1"945 i ssue of the Philatelic Journal of India. 

« * * ~ u a I! a R • 

Pos tal ~ No. BB 73 4th Ouarter/1996 



l~ 
Ii':: 

I~ 
" o 

8l 

..J 

" 

" "" :r 
D 
c • " " ro 

" '--"' "' '" 

'* ~fJ 

.~:fi.'" .... '-?.. . . 
" .; ~: <t(, . L) 

'f~~f:~'~~"'~~~' it'~ r or ~;: • ;~ r • • ~ 
~< .. ,.,. !; .. :~~. ' 

Rom iCfcl d5 d5llfq5(fl 

9~~\9 

iif;,li T<fii~r.r i'imr r.../Imvr '" , "".!o~~ l!!U "LL~ - 'It\_ 

'"'" """" lO "".!I -, ';!Q\(Y~ 141i'1 'A'lI'1'l fG<~"llli'li 

m) ~ lflfVT '1I1i "'{~I: <R m ~ 
(.n .... 'f"!i" """'I lO '101-

\!)~{~ li '1~" 

'TI 1fi"lm ~ lO '1e!-

'El) ijl'j"IIUlIOI ('in.'Ji1 ¥ ';!Ol-, :jo~V ira ~ m «l1i1fr 
y :jo~'i 3fm'r/~ ~f'4lGqil'll 

0}~~ ~ " ,e 
« ) ~ "t xrl ftrn " 'e 

PHILATELIC PROGRAMME 
1997 

~ ~ W>/}':ji' . .' 
......... ,,~ 

<t:»~ ~~ 
NEPAL PHILATELIC BUREAU 

s. r~. Date of issue Subject or occassion 

1. Feb. 1997 Silver Jubilee of H.M. the King 

2. April 1997 Visit Nepal Series 
A. Logo of visit Nepal 1998 

Rate 

R.2.00 

(Upper mustang in background) A.l0.00 

B. Syangboche (Solukhumbu) R.1S.00 

C. Rafting Sunkoshi R.1B.00 
D. Changunarayan (Bhaktapur) R.20.00 

3. May 1997 Postal Stationery 
4 . July 1997 Personalities series 

A. Riddhi 8ahadur Malla R.2.00 

8. Or.K.I. Singh R.2.00 
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Ncpall!~c Postage !:ltamps, j"jr.sl Day,Cuvt'rs, 

Folde rs, Postal Stationcrics, eLc. 

5. Aug . 1997 Ethni!;; groUJ2 Serie:§ R. 5.00 each 

A. 

B. 
C. 
D. 

6. Sepl. 1997 Traditional TechnQlogv Series R 5.00 each 

A . Ohinki 

B Janto 

C. Kol 

D. Okhal 

7. Ocl. 1997 Flower Series R.12.00 each 

A. 
B. 
C. 

8. Nov. 1997 
D 
4~Anniversary of Nepal Japan 

. relation R. 18.00 

9. Dec. 1997 53,a Birthday of H.M.lhe King R.25.00 

Note : 1. The above Programmes and rates are Subject 10 change as 

necessary. 
2. The detailed informlion of each issue will be available from 

Nepal Philatelic Bureau, Kalhmandu from time to time. 

ConL.u'L ; Nepal Philatelic Bure au 

Sunclhara, Kath mand u. Nl'pal. 

I'l lOllt· Nu. :lt11 H9!) 



NEW MEMBERS: 

Mr . Ronald Knox , 18 Anderson Road . 8ishipton , Renfrewshire . PA7 SEN , 
Scotland. 

Mr . G. Meanley, M.B. E . • The ' Hay Loft' , 53 Northumberland Road . Royal 
Leamington Spa , CV32 6HF , Great Britain. 

Mr . Karl -Heinz Michel . 67067 Ludwigshafen a .Rh, Tannenstraase 22 , Germany 

NEW LIFE MEMBER: 

Mr . Kenneth L. Javonovich • P. D. Box 5350 . Evanston . IL 60204 , U.S . A. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Mr . S. Bil dheim , am Konigsberg 4 , 0-57399 Kirchhundem , Germany . 
Mr . Brian L. Kuehl , 1408 Stone Meadows Dr . • Lawrence . KS 66049-3827 , U.S . A. 
Mr, J. Purkiss , 9 Jersey Close , Burpham , Gui ldford . Surrey , GU4 7FJ, England . 
Dr . Gale J . Raymond . nSali - Hai ", P.D. Box 228 , Sugar Land . TX 77478 . U.S.A. 
Mr . Louis H. Bornmann , 183 Shoreline Dr . Malakoff , TX 75148-9614 , U.S. A. 
Dr. Pierre Couvreur, Mai son Olatzeko Borda . Elizaberr y , Monguerre F-64990 , 

France . 

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT: 
Mr . Wm . J . Thomas 
Mr. Quinlan J . Shea 
Ms . Linda K. Newman 
Mr s . Sharon M. Searle 

RESIGNED : 

Mr . Harold Hei ronimus 
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~ETTtR "_24 • S.lO ..en 
plus (0110l0I1''\1 postaoe per issue: 

Ut,A. £lRCPE ASIA 
, 29 ""T.'9S S. 95 

$15,00 (or a ~let.a set (11-24) In­
c'ludl"\1 postaoa to all .r •• s, 

POSTAL HII'IAL I2S-68 • 52.00 ..ch 
plus (0110l0I1''\1 postaoe per 15_: 

U. 5.A. ~ ASIA 
$.52 $1 .35 $1.61 

$90.00 (or a c~let.e set (125-68) In­
cluditw;J post.oe to aU afMs. 

POSTAl HII'IAl '69-current b_ • $5.00 
aach plus (0110..1"\1 postaoe per issue: 

U.S.A. [UROPE ASIA 
""J':"7S S1:iS 12 , n 

UaX[5 

$150.00 (or a ccqllele Ht of 
New5letters. Postal Hlmals 
and InOI"1,1tS (includes postaQe 
to all .reas). 

PI"M send orders to: 

RoQer D. 9<1mer 
1020 Covi nolon Road 
Los Altos. ca. 94022 
U. S.A. 
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GEOFFREY FLACK 
P.O. SOl 15i1T 

SI.Uon F, V.ncou~.r. a.c. 
C.nad. V5N 5L1 

Phone (&04)9S8·38&' 
FAX: 804·"~7TT . 
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