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Exclusive
pedestrian day survey

The first ever detailed scientific survey
conducted in the country, which interviewed
1,000 households, shows that about Go.9
percent of Bhutanese support the initiative but
only 34% want it to continue.

INTERVIEW

In-depth interview with
the central bank governor

Many people say that these measures have
hurt many ‘mey nyamchus’ (common folk). Mey
nyamchus cannot build houses, they will never

buy cars. It’s only some people who just make
noise.

DIPLOMACY

India, China and Bhutan

“There were strong views among some
prominent members of the then Bhutanese
leadership that Bhutan should move closer to
China rather than India, especially from ethnic
and cultural points of view. These persons, who
fortunately were in the small minority, failed to
comprehend that when it comes to safeguarding
a nation’s sovereignty and independence,
ethnicity or racial policies and approaches may
not prove to be in one’s true interests,”
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ur heart-felt felicitations to His Majesty the King, and Her Majesty the

Queen, on the first anniversary of the Royal Marriage. The Raven is proud

to launch on such an auspicious occasion.

And a warm welcome to our readers, sponsors, and advertisers!

Many have wondered why Bhutan would need another print publication in
the market when the existing ones are struggling.
It is only fair to think so given that it is not only in Bhutan, but the world over where
print is struggling. The reasons vary, but nevertheless, these are challenges that those
of us in the writing/journalism business will have to face and work with. In Bhutan
we rely heavily on the government for the right policies to support the freedom and
protection of those in this business. On the other hand, we will have to rely on the
support of readers, sponsors, and advertisers to survive.
Technology has revolutionized the way we get our information, the way we
communicate, overcoming all kinds of physical barriers no matter where we are. In
the course of this we come to realize that while we may not be culturally, ethnically, or
religiously the same, or that we may not even share the same interests, there are some
universal values and truths that we share. To name a few — we all want good leaders,
good government, transparency, social justice, basic human rights, and respect for civil
liberties. We also come to learn of our differences and disagreements and that while
some may be tolerant of our views and thoughts, others may not. That in this world no
two people think alike and that while we agree on some, we can disagree on others.
But the goal of The Raven is not to focus on our differences, because people have
different tastes, preferences, likes and dislikes, as there are more than one way of
looking at things. We will instead focus on the things we agree on; the universal values
that bring us together as humans. We will try and see how we can work together
through discussion, dialogue, education and awareness to improve the issues that
confront us. By doing this we hope to improve the lives of those who live on the
fringes of our society. There are many who don’t have the opportunities some of us
have; such as opportunities to the basics things in life; an education, or the ability to
express themselves or speak out.
The Raven will bring to you the stories of the lives of the Bhutanese from all cross-
sections of our society so that we come to a better understanding of our people,
problems and issues that confront us. By doing that we hope that we strive for the
socio-political changes that are necessary for making our society better.
Why The Raven? The Raven has deep significance in Bhutan. It is our guardian deity
and national bird, and according to the Ten Amazing Facts about this bird, Ravens are
considered the most intelligent of birds, displaying high learning ability and use of
logic for solving problems.
We have many well wishers so we certainly will strive to meet their expectations. A
great deal of hard work has gone into the production of our first issue and we look
forward to the journey we will take with you; a process in which we will certainly learn
a great deal ourselves.
Stay with us.

Sonam Ongmo
(Editor-at-Large)
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TRASHIGANG

A school caught between
pigs and GNH

he Education ministry is faced with a strange Gross National Happi-

ness test after the Khaling high school in Trashigang decided to give
up rearing pigs as authorities there found it was against GNH values.
The district education officer said the school did not want to rear a pig
and slaughter it later for food. But the School Agriculture, Feeding and
Environment (SAFE) division of the education ministry feels rearing
pigs is not against GNH. Moreover, the division is also unhappy with the
school decision. The pigsty costing at least Nu 300,000 is among other
animal rearing program of the minister which where started to help with
the feeding program in schools. “They were built with great difficulties
and they decided to discontinue and dismantle them without informing
us,” the division head Chador Wangdi told Kuensel. The ministry has
even issued a circular saying that rearing pigs or other animals is not
against GNH values and should not be stopped.

BUMTHANG

Caught for carrying
blankets and mats
from Chinese border

In one of the few reported cases
of illegally importing goods from
the northern border, four men
where caught by the Royal Bhutan
Army at Kaktong army base early
last month and was handed over
to the police for carrying Chinese
goods. The men along with eight
horses where carrying blankets,
mats and tea leaves from Thingkala
where they kept their yaks.

MONGAR

The Phallus
Festival

Tourists coming to Bhutan are
taken aback by the detailed
depiction of the male organ on
walls and the phallus-wielding
atsara during festivals. But here
is a surprise treat for even Bhuta-
nese - the annual phallus festival
at Chali in Mongar. The villagers
carrying phalluses walked around
their cattle sheds and threw ash on
the animals to ward off evil as part
of the three-day Kharam festival
last month.

Tshewang, a farmer, joined his
friends to the forest on the first
morning of the festival hunting
for the right tree branches that can
be carved as phalluses which are
later hung from roofs and erected
in fields.
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| used to admire her in my
younger days and found
that she is as beautiful

as she used to be.

‘The constitution of Bhutan
mentions the word,
‘constitutional’ 15 times. Itis
used as an adjective.

It means that the government
is controlled or limited

Right up the hill side from
Paro in Bhutan on a pony
towards a little Pagoda. It
paints a wonderful memory.

Over and over again, as

we struggled for words to
describe what our eyes are
seeing, Nima Dorji, our guide,
smiles indulgently, “Nice,
no” he asks. Nice, yes.

We must pay homage
to the souls.

(<}

LYONCHEN JIGMI Y
THINLEY On vet-
eran Indian actor
Vaijayanthimala
Bali while at the
Indian state of
Odisha early last
month

(<}

SUPREME COURT
CHIEF JUSTICE
LYONPO SONAM
TOBGYE

On the making of
Bhutan’s consti-
tution.

<)

ENGLISH ACTOR
JOANNA LUMLEY
On the best
journey she has
ever taken. She
authored ‘Joanna
Lumley in the
Kingdom of the
Thunder Dragon’

<)

BOBBY GHOSH
Editor at Large,
Time Magazine
on his recent
Bhutan trip.

(<}

ERIC RIPERT
French Chef and
author, he is also
a Buddhist. He
said this in Bhu-
tan on the respect
one should have
for animals killed
for meat.

AKL
AROUND

On private TV

% I am still stumped as to why

BICMA is not giving permis-
sion for the private TV stations:
Ugen Tsechup Dorji, Chairman,
Singye Group of Companies on Fa-
cebook.

Stuck in redtape

Had put up an official letter

to BICMA requesting for in-
formation on my application, one
and a half months back. Till now,
no reply: Tensin Dakpa, Promoter of
the private television station, Bhutan
TV, on Twitter.

PedDay Blues

‘ Walk! the PM says and the
% nation walks. Welcome to

democracy: National Council
Lawmaker Sonam Kinga on Twitter.

The Raven OCTOBER, 2012 7




BHUTAN PHOENIX TOURS AND TREKS

(3

www.bhutanphoenix.com
www.facebook.com/BhutanPhoenixTours twitter.com/BhutanPhoenix
Email: bhutanphoenix@gmail.com




CINEMA
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DANCE

Ighlights
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SPORTS

BOXING COACHING

© OCT 1ST WEEK

O CHODEN LHSS, YANGCHENPHUG

HSS, PELKHIL HSS, THIMPHU

The Bhutan Boxing Federation is conducting a
basic boxing coaching for students.

FESTIVAL

JAKAR TSHECHU

©O0CT21T025

O JAKAR DZONG, BUMTHANG

Organized by the Dratsang Lhentshog, the
prestigious Jakar Tshechu is a five-day festival
attracting people from other dzongkhags too.

CONFERENCE

A BHUTAN+10

©®@O0CT15T0 19
O THIMPHU

The conference on gender and sustainable
mountain development in a changing world,
organized by ICIMOD aims to bring together
mountain women and men, researchers, policy
makers, and development practitioners from
the Hindu Kush-Himalayas region and around
the world for a comprehensive update,and new
agenda setting after the Rio+20 meet.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INTERPLAY
OF ECONOMICS POLITICS AND SOCIETY FOR
INCLUSIVE GROWTH

©0CT 15

O ROYAL THIMPHU COLLEGE, THIMPHU

Organized by the RTC and the Gross National
Happiness Commission, the conference will
provide a space for discussions on the various
thematic pillars for inclusive growth paths
- policies, processes and institutions. The
conference theme is closely aligned to the overall
goal of the eleventh five year plan of Bhutan -Self
Reliance and Inclusive Green Socio-Economic
Development.

BOOK LAUNCH

THE ROAR OF THE THUNDER DRAGON

©0CT

O THIMPHU

An excerpt of this book, written by the Druk
Holding and Investments chairman, Lyonpo
Pradhan, is published in this issue of The Raven.

EXAMS

ROYAL CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION EXAMS

©O0CT12TO 14
O THIMPHU SCHOOLS

About 1100 graduates in the country will sit for
the Civil Service exam after making through the
preliminary exam. There will be a briefing at the
Nazhoen pelri hall on Oct 9.

The Raven OCTOBER, 2012 9



PEDESTRIAN DAY SURVEY

In the first ever detailed
scientific survey conducted
in the country by the
entre for Research
Initiative for The Raven,
)00 households were
' on th PedbDay.

Y

L -

of
support the
lativebut only 34% want
[0 continue. 54% want it
‘be lifted altogether.

Cs
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first ever detailed scientific survey
ducted in the country by the Centre
Research Initiative for The Raven,
| 0oo households were interviewed.
survey that used 40 enumerators
September 15 and 16 this year shows
t about 60.9 percent of the Bhuta-
e support the initiative but only 34%
want it to continue. 54% want it to be
lifted altogether. These numbers show
how some ideas may be great in con-
cept but harder to implement given the
ground realities of people’s lives.

Of the Pedestrian Day supporters
62.6% were male compared to 59.3%
women. More women (56.2%) support-
ed the lifting of PD compared to men.

About a month ago, the government
must have realized the inconveniences
this rule was causing some, particularly
working mothers who had young babies
at home. Bestowing its leniency it is-
sued a circular allowing breast-feeding
mothers to stay and work from home.

For Thimphu’s Rinchen Kuenphuen
School which has seven breastfeeding
mothers this year this meant that school
was as good as “out” on Tuesdays. Prin-
cipal Dema became a desperately wor-
ried woman. She called the Thimphu
Thromde after a government circular
was issued. The final exams were near-
ing and teachers taking off Tuesdays
was going to affect the school in a big
way.

The Thromde replied that owing to
the nature of their job teachers were
expected to attend school. But while
principal Dema is relieved the many
teacher-mothers across the country
are not. The exception is applicable to
all civil-servant breast-feeding moth-
ers creating confusion and making it
rather tricky for the education ministry

to enforce this rule. It is clear that an
ill-thought rule implemented without
good research on implementation is
now causing a great divide in opinions
on who should and shouldn’t stay home.

On social media, one joked that
babies born on Tuesdays would grow
faster while another said that they
would sprout legs immediately after
birth because they would have to walk
on Tuesdays.

The Pedestrian Day was introduced
with good intentions, nobody can deny
that. As prime minister Jigmi Y Thin-
ley said, “Bhutanese all over will walk
for their health and promote [the] joy
of walking together with friends, family
and colleagues, and thereby promote in-
teraction and community vitality.” The
practicality of such a decision on the
ground seems to have created a great
deal of confusion, inconvenience and

constraints for civilians.

How did Ped-day come about? Co-
inciding with the World Environment
Day on June 5 this year, the Government
thinking it was acting in good faith and
making a sound environmental deci-
sion passed an executive order declaring
Tuesdays as Pedestrian Day. What has
created controversy in this rule is that
it has to be observed in all 20 districts
as a measure to sensitize the public on
environment and to reduce carbon foot-
print. From 8am to 6pm, the core town
area including cities like Thimphu and
Phuentsholing have to be a pedestrian
zone. Only service vehicles such as
ambulances, fire brigades, armed force
vehicles, buses, taxis (odd and even
numbers once a month) and bicycles
would be plying the city roads.

The plan was shaped by five imple-
menting agencies — the National Envi-

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WANTING
THE PED DAY TO BE DISCONTINUED

B Civil Servants
B H-wives
Pyt Employee
B Business
®T-Drivers

® Others
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ronment Commission Secretariat, the
Thimphu City Corporation, Road Safety
and Transport Authority, Thimphu Traffic
Division and Bhutan Post.

The Pedestrian Day is not a new idea,
a similar initiative was introduced by the
agriculture ministry in August 2008 cu-
riously called “the HEHE (Helping En-
vironment, Health and Economy) walk”,
expected to save 300 liters of fuel every
Tuesday - yes the HEHE civil servants
had to walk on Tuesdays. The ‘no vehicle
day’ lasted only for a year after the en-
thusiasm dwindled and as Lyonpo Pema
Gyamtsho told a newspaper in February
this year, “unsafe walk ways and traffic
do not inspire pedestrians.”

Despite that, four months later the
cabinet, which included the agriculture
minister, passed the Pedestrian Day
rule, much to the chagrin of many ur-
ban Bhutanese. People have pointed out
that not only was move implemented

©

THE WALKERS
Bhutanese people
love walking

but they do not
want it to be
forced on them

without proper consultation but the im-
plementors like the policemen have the
onus of trying to enforce something that
brings them into constant conflict with
civilians.

One person on social media said that
he saw a mother with some kids in the
car fighting with a policeman on Ped-
day. “The mother,” he/she said, “was red
in the face.” Another person said that
she had just arrived from the airport and
her house, which was one minute from
the no car zone, was not even allowed to
take her car there. She was stopped by
the cop a minute away and had to carry
Luggage and all and walk to her house.
“Thank god, my house wasnt five or ten
minutes away,” she said.

The business community, mean-
while, is planning to protest if the gov-
ernment doesn’t take appropriate action
to address the loss incurred to big and
small businesses due to Pedestrian Day.

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS

SUPPORTING THE PED DAY

12 TheRaven OCTOBER, 2012

B Civil Servants
B H-wives

¥ Pyt Employee
H Business

B T-Orivers

B Others

Shops in towns are forced to stay closed
for lack of customers, trucks importing
and exporting goods are stuck at bor-
der towns causing huge losses, and
construction materials cannot move on
Tuesdays. Fifty-two unproductive days
in a year is not a joke, they say. All in
all, it seems that a not so well thought
out good intent can actually turn out to
seem bad in the end.

Contrary to the benefits listed by the




government, the media cites immense
public dissatisfaction for the manner in
which the initiative was implemented.
Ultimately, Bhutan Broadcasting Servic-
es (BBS) organized a live public debate.
In the SMS and online poll organized as
a part of the debate, an overwhelming
2,847 votes where cast against the PD
while only 1,315 supported it.

After this, Bhutan Information Com-
munication Media Authority (BICMA)

questioned the validity of the BBS SMS
voting. It was during this public debate
that an official from the National Envi-
ronment Commission (NEC) said that
70% of the people interviewed by the
commission supported Ped-Day.

It is apparent that People who partici-
pate in an online or SMS poll are those
who have access to the internet or a
mobile phone, and most likely to have
cars. Also it is likely that the respondents

are only English speaking who have a
strong opinion on the issue. Meanwhile
the NEC survey in Thimphu said that of
the 500 people interviewed 316 said ‘yes’
to the pedestrian day, and 94 said ‘no’
and 9o where neutral.

When a researcher for this survey ap-
proached the NEC for their study, only
two MS Excel sheets that had the num-
ber of vehicles and people counted dur-
ing a pedestrian and non-pedestrian day

The Raven OCTOBER, 2012 13
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THE SURVEY BASICS

YES NO DON'T KNOW TOTAL
Supporting pedestrian day 60.9% (657) 32.6% (352) 6.5% (70) 100% (1079)
Discontinue pedestrian day 54% (573) 34% (361) 12.1% (128) 100% (1062)
Support mothers working from home 78.3% (817) 20% (209) 1.7% (18] 100% (1044)

WHILE THE BBS POLL
WAS ACCUSED OF
BEING HIJACKED BY
THE ANTI-PD LOT THE
NEC SURVEY, CRITICS
SAID, COULD NOT BE
TAKEN AS THE TRUTH
AS THE COMMISSION
IS PART OF THE
PED-DAY INITIATIVE

14 The Raven OCTOBER, 2012

were provided. The data had no detailed
information on public opinion. But NEC
has counted a total of 3,419 cars at Chu-
bachu Junction, 1,149 cars at Memorial
Chorten, 3,368 cars at Vegetable Market
and the Dzong stretch on a pedestrian
day. It was random count without any
methodology.

While the BBS poll was accused of be-
ing hijacked by the anti-PD lot the NEC
survey, critics said, could not be taken
as the truth as the commission is part
of the Ped-Day initiative.

Considering the public interest for an
independent understanding of Ped-Day,
the Centre For Research Initiative con-
ducted the survey on September 15 and
16 in Thimphu. The primary sampling
units were clusters stratified by popula-
tion size availed from the National Sta-
tistic Bureau (NSB) and the household
selection was administered through
simple random sampling.

Of the 72 enumeration areas listed
by NSB, 30 were selected by Probability
Proportionate to Size (PPS) based on
assumption that 35 households will be

surveyed per cluster by a four member
team in a day.

Random route procedures were used
to select sampled households. Unless
an outright refusal occurred, interview-
ers made up to three attempts to survey
the sampled household. To increase the
probability of contact and completion,
attempts were made at different times
of the day, and on different days. If an
interview could not be obtained at the
initial sampled household, a simple sub-
stitution method was used.

All the 1,000 respondents were above
the age of 18. Of the respondents 419%
(529) were male and 51% (550) female
and only 15.5% were not educated. Within
the educated level, 81% had a qualifica-
tion higher than primary level. Of the
total respondents 35.4% (383) were civil
servants, 19.9% (215) were housewives,
21.2% (229) private employees, 12.8%
(139) business people, 0.9% (10) taxi driv-
ers and 9.5% (103) others. 50.4% of the
respondents used their own car for daily
transportation, while 22.6% used taxi,
16% the city bus, 8.9% walked home,




while the remaining 2% took a lift.

Without a doubt Ped-Day is some-
thing good for taxi drivers and so their
support to it was the highest at 7o per-
cent. About 63.3 percent of private em-
ployees and 61 percent of civil servants
and housewives also supported the idea.
The lowest support came from the busi-
ness sector at 50.4%.

]
[
.

o

¥

But even as good as it could get for
them about 8o percent of the taxi driv-
ers said Ped-Day should be lifted for the
primary reason that the imposition of
even/odd number-plying rule and insur-
gence of taxis from other district made
it competitive and affected their income.
Also 58.3 percent of the housewives, 55
percent of private employees, 50.3 per-

cent civil servants and 48.9 percent of
the business/shopkeepers wanted PD to
be discontinued.

In the wake of criticisms, the gov-
ernment has relaxed PD rules allowing
vehicles carrying tourists, patients and
corpses to ply through the no vehicle
zone.

But none of these relaxations has
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FOR THOSE WITH
DISPOSABLE INCOME
TAXI FARES ARE
HARDLY SOMETHING
TOWORRY ABOUT
AND THERE IS
ALWAYS A TAXILIT IS
THE LOWER-INCOME
GROUP THAT PAYS A
STEEP PRICE.
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the others. The Superintendent of Police
for the Traffic Division, Major Passang
Dorji said that it has created “extra work”
for them. “But it doesn’t mean we are
not going to do the job. It is the decision
of the govt. and we will see that it is fol-
lowed properly by the public.”

The traffic division has had to arrange
for extra manpower on Tuesday’s, as the
existing number of traffic police has not
been enough. An additional of 25-30
police personnel were deployed by the
RBP to meet the Ped-Day demand. Po-
lice watching the entry and exit points
of no ply zones are kept on a six-hour
shift from 6 am to 12 pm and 12 pm to 6
pm. Though the police and armed forces
vehicles are allowed to move around, the
RBP has also imposed some self-restric-
tion on vehicle movement.

The Road Safety and Transport Au-

thority has been monitoring the road
to see that taxis do not over charge on
pedestrian days. Yet, some taxis over-
charge. Parents with small school-go-
ing children, sometimes in different
schools, have complained that they
spend about Nu 500 on taxis on Tues-
days. But RSTA Director Lam Dorji said
that is because “Bhutanese are not or-
ganized. If they find out the bus routes,
they will save themselves the headache,
time and money.”

For those with disposable income taxi
fares are hardly something to worry about
and there is always a taxi. It is the lower-
income group that pays a steep price.

If most are taking taxis, “who is re-
ally doing the walking?,” asked Tshering
Yangzom who runs the Tiny Toes day
care center.

The rule has health benefits, good

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS BY GENDER

wl

Support PD
Discontinue PD

® Male

Fermale

Support w:arklng
home




environmental implications; reduces
fuel consumption and pollution. How-
ever, it has come down very poorly at the
implementation level because i) it was
not done in proper consultation with the
people or sought how effective it would
be ii) did not take into consideration the
costs that it would incur through law en-
forcement, businesses, productivity in
work iii) nothing goes down well if it
is forced.

It is now being viewed as a top down
execution without any economic ben-
efit to Bhutan for the average Bhutanese.
Ped-day could’ve been implemented in
many other ways.

For one, certain streets in the main
town could be cordoned off on a Sunday
so that people are encouraged to walk
through town.

But as it is now, it seems that on the

list of things that were not taken into
consideration cited in the survey were
the lack of adequate public transport ser-
vices, unregulated taxi fares, business
losses, inconvenience to parents with
small school going children, problems
during illness and death, emergency
and hampering inter-district travel. The
views from business respondents came
very strong with some of them saying
that the nation’s economy freezes on
Tuesdays.

During the monthly press meet in
July, the agriculture minister said what it
was difficult to consult on the pedestrian
day, because one person’s convenience
will be another person’s inconvenience.

The prime minister backed the com-
ment saying that for him, who has
started cycling to office, the attempt is
an inconvenience.

“I am 62 years old, and for me to learn
to ride a bicycle at this age is not conveni-
ent, to ride from Babesa to my office is not
convenient, it’s physically challenging yet
I have decided to go through it,” he then
said. If that is the case then it seems that
everyone, including the Prime Minister,
agrees that it is an inconvenience - so why
do we continue to have it> 4

(Study authors: Gyambo Sithey and
Kesang Thinley of the Center for Research
Initiatives, Changangkha, Thimphu
cribhutan@yahoo.com. www.cri.com.bt,
additional reporting by Raven Team)

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS BY CAR OWNERSHIP

Support PO

B Own a Car

B Don't own a car

Discontinue PD
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PHOTO ESSAY o

A tradtional house in
Pongchaling, a village
above Kagtong, Lower
Kheng

COLOURS

STUDENTS IN THE REMOTE VILLAGE OF KAGTONG
EXPLORE AND DOCUMENT LIFE AND CULTURE IN THEIR
VILLAGE USING MODERN DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY.

18 TheRaven OCTOBER, 2012



Neighbour Kezang is
grinding maize using
her hand mill. Photo
by Sangay Wangchuk,
13, student of Kagtong
Community Primary
School

Markus Wild,

A Swiss photographer and teacher, has been
regularly working in Bhutan since 2005. For
HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation Bhutan he
is engaged in the fields of culture and education.
For a project on cultural diversity in Bhutan he
is conducting a participatory photo documenta-
tion in four remote communities. Students and
Non Formal Education (NFE) learners are
taught in digital photography to explore and
document life and culture of their village.
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Tshering Wangmo
sharing photos with
teacher Prakash
Gurung
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he eyes of Tshering Wangmo, a

13-year-old student of Kagtong Com-

munity Primary School begin to shine

when she gets to hold the small black

digital camera for the first time. A
group of children is sitting in a circle around me
and I'm impressed how carefully they listen when
I tell them how to handle the camera and how to
take good pictures. They are eagerly waiting to
take their first photos.

The arduous trek through the mountainous
landscape of Zhemgang’s Lower Kheng have led
me along rivers, through forests and passing by
villages surrounded by fields and orchards. The
natural environment reminds me of my home
country Switzerland but there is a big difference:
when [ walk through these pristine forests with
their incredible richness of species of plants and
animals and with the lack of disturbance or de-
struction by all the negative side effects of devel-
opment I begin to realize what modern countries
like Switzerland have lost.

Bhutan is famous for its extraordinary biodi-
versity. Less well known however is its cultural
diversity. In fact there is a fascinating variety of
languages, customs and traditions in the different
regions of the country. They all together contrib-
ute with their distinct and often unique local tradi-
tions to the rich Bhutanese culture.

From the end of the road in Pantang it takes
me two days to reach Kagtong. During a former
visit at the Community Primary School the princi-
pal and the teachers agreed upon my proposal to
conduct a participatory photo documentation on
local culture at their school. This activity is part of
a project on “Leveraging and Preserving Bhutan’s
Cultural Diversity” (details see below).

The local Primary Community School has 105
students from class PP till VI, all day scholars.
Within two weeks some 25 children from classes
IV to VI would be learning how to explore and
document life and culture in their own village by
using a photo camera.

While working in remote villages with students
on the topic of local culture I develop a growing
respect towards the profound knowledge and
experience the villagers have in order to live in
harmony with their natural environment. Their



Pema Dorji's father
is helping to make
a new roof. Photo
by Ugyen Dema, 12,
student of Kagtong
Community Primary
School

traditional houses, all the self made objects that
people use in their everyday life, their spiritual
relation to the land and the beings living within
reveal a deep knowledge and understanding
about how to live respectfully with and from
nature. This knowledge has been developed and
handed down over generations.

However, with the arrival of roads and elec-
tricity and with modernisation many aspects of
traditional culture are at risk of getting lost.

The participatory photo project is connecting
the school with the villagers as experts of their lo-
cal culture. The assignments enable the students
to learn about their own local culture, to see it in
a new light and to better value and respect local
specialists and knowledge keepers.

At the same time the students learn how to
use digital photography in a creative and benefit-
ting way.
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Overview of Kagtong
Community Primary
School

Everyday the students have other topics to
cover and to explore: they have to take pictures
and to get information from their relatives —as
experts on their local traditions- on the construc-
tion of traditional houses, the usage of plants,
on rituals and ceremonies, stories and legends,
sacred places and many other aspects of their
local culture.

Thinley Wangmo, after two weeks of intensive
work has compiled an impressive amount of
interesting and good photographs. With lively
gestures she explained about all the details in
the pictures she took. She — like all the other
children- is still closely related to everything and
everyone in the village, so she has a lot to share
when talking about the content of each of her
photos.

I am busy writing down all the information
that the students share with me. In return I
would give tips to each of the young photogra-
phers how they could further improve their newly
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A school class from
Thimphu is visiting the
Photo exhibition “Life
in Ngangla Through
the Children's Eyes” at
the Tarayana Centre,
May 2011

Villagers are making a

new roof using

bamboo poles and

acquired photographic skill. This is the agree-
ment: I would share my knowledge on photogra-
phy and the students, information local culture.

Two weeks later Tshering Wangmo is among
three other students from Kagtong Community
Primary School who are chosen to accompany the
photos to a big exhibition in Thimphu: “Life in
Ngangla Through the Children’s Eyes”. For every-
one of the group it is the first visit in the capital.

At the opening event in the gallery of the
Tarayana Centre, Sangay Dorji (12), one of the
two boys in the group, delivered a speech in front
of Her Majesty Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck,
ministers and many other dignitaries. The photos
impress the visitors as the children explain about
their work and life in their village. Later on,
urban students also arrive to the life of far away
Kheng.

banana leaves
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Wth road access and penetra-
tion of global forces like the
media and international markets,
many communities are in transi-
tion and their distinctive cultural
practices are in serious danger of
being lost. Therefore, the project
“Preserving and Leveraging Bhu-
taw’s Cultural Diversity” (LCD)
was planned with the overall goal
to capitalize on Bhutaw’s cultural
diversity so that it can contribute
to poverty alleviation, livelihood
improvement and enhanced local
ownership for cultural wealth,
through capacity building, inter-
cultural dialogue and preservation
measutes. The LCD project is

run in four selected communities
in remote places of Bhutan by
HELVETAS Swiss Intercoopera-
tion Bhutan and funded by the
European Union. p
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Walking home
after school

©

A farmer from Kagtong
with freshly harvested
cabbage



WHAT IS NEW

O Brand & Where to buy @ Contact

Trends

: © Pretty up your room with these
: light weight bins in designer prints!!

@ Available at most hardware &
: appliance stores@ 976 976 9766

© A must have travel companion
Q Keep yourself warm with for cash and passport: Travel

@ this beautiful hand woven scarf bag in local fabric

& (rafts Bazaar, Norzin Lam, Thimphu : @ (rafts Bazaar, Norzin Lam

© Go local with this beautiful
Yathra bag

& C(rafts Bazaar
Norzin Lam, Thimphu

H‘
ngﬁj:ammﬁrgm'm:'a%ﬁqga“
BEHUTAN DEVELOPMENT BEANK LIMITED
P.0. Box 256, Thimphu : Bhutan

“The bank that makes a difference- let’s grow together”

Bhutan Development Bank now offers various t}/pes of saving deposits
at very competitive rates!!!

For more information visit our web site at www.bdb.bt or call our TOLL Free no: 142
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As the United Nation observes the
International Day for Rural Women
on October 15, the story of a village
woman and her dedication to her
paralyzed husband tells us what this
day is all about. Peky Samal writes

evi Maya Ghalley from
Samtse was just 18
when she was engaged
to Kumar Ghalley 27.
He was from the same
village and was a robust man; full
of life. At that time Kumar Ghalley
worked as a mechanic for the Royal
Bhutan Army while she, given her
lack of education, remained the tra-
ditional dependent housewife. But
life has its surprises and one never
knows when the roles of depend-
ency are reversed. In a relationship
itis all about supporting each other
through the ups and downs of a
married life but that doesn’t always
happen.
On June 28, 1994, one month
into her marriage with Kumar
Ghalley, tragedy struck.
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Kumar Ghalley was test-driving
a vehicle he had repaired with two
of his colleagues, when the vehi-
cle met with an accident. He was
rushed to the Thimphu Hospital
where the examining doctor told
him that his spinal cord had been
dislocated and that his chances of
survival were slim.

But Kumar Ghalley, a man with
a fiesty and indomitable spirit,
pleaded with the hospital to refer
him to India. He was first taken
to Kolkata and then to Pune, his
medical expenses borne by the gov-
ernment of Bhutan.

He recalled the journey as “hur-
tling between life and death”. He
traveled as a bundled up mass of
flesh in tarpaulin; he was bleeding
and pus had collected in his sores.

Maggots had infested his wounds
and even the street dogs sniffed
him over, he said.

Such was his condition.

At Pune, he was kept at the Spi-
nal Cord Injury Center for three
years. When Devi Maya first heard
of the tragedy, she was shocked and
deeply aggrieved. But, she said, she
pulled herself up together realiz-
ing that strength was what was re-
quired of her and waited patiently
while her husband underwent
treatment.

When he finally returned home,
he was a ghost of his former image.
He had lost so much weight it was
like he had shriveled up. Paralyzed
from his waist-down he now need-
ed attention like a baby.

Devi Maya took it upon herself
to assume the role of mother and
wife. “I could not leave him alone
when he needed me and had no
one else,” she said.

Kumar Ghalley says he is bless-
ed to have her as his wife. “She’s
very hardworking and wise,” he
said with deep respect for the
woman by his side.

Sometimes family can be a
blessing in times of tragedies ral-
lying behind you to give you sup-
port and strength. But while some
are blessed with that, others like
Kumar are faced with not just one
challenge but also the challenge
of having to accept relatives that
abandon you when you are at your
most vulnerable state. Apparently
Kumar’s relatives did not want to
take it upon themselves to have to
bear this burden of taking care of
a vegetative relative. It can be very
trying and people who have no re-
sources at their disposal; people
who are ignorant and lack the un-
derstanding that love and a kind




word is all that is needed at such
times, are no where to be found. It
was Devi Maya who stood by him
and nurtured and cared for him.
Even today, she continues to
feed and bathe him. She takes
him to the toilet, dresses him, mas-
sages his limbs and makes sure
that he is comfortable and not in
pain. Perhaps because of the all
the love he is receiving, Kumar is
confident in Devi Maya’s love. He
is outspoken and gregarious and
demonstrates some independ-

ence moving around in his wheel
chair. He exudes confidence and
radiance and there is not a trace of

self pity in him.

Thanks to Devi Maya, Kumar
spends his time meaningfully;
praying, reading, watching televi-
sion, chatting with neighbors and
enjoying the scenery outside his
home which is a small four-room
army quarter that was given him
by the government.

He received his pension of Nu
0.2 million and receives a Royal

“I have to devote all my
time to my husband,
so where’s the time to
wish for children?”

e

CONFIDENT LOVE
Devi Maya with
her husband,
Kumar Ghalley

Kidu of Nu 1,000 a month.

Asked if she ever regrets her
decision to stay married to Ku-
mar, Devi Maya says sometimes
she does feel sad about the state of
affairs, but she steels herself and
fights back the negative feelings.
She obviously loves Kumar to dedi-
cate her life and time to him, and
she fortunately also has the sup-
port of her family. Both say that
their life, otherwise, is pretty much
like any other couples. They have
their share of disagreements and
fights but the good thing is they
always make up.

Devi Maya feels that Kumar
Ghalley is sometimes a tad too
impatient when she has several
chores to attend to at once, but she
says, “it is understandable”.

Asked if she ever nurtured the
wish to become a mother, she
smiles, “I have to devote all my
time to my husband, so where’s
the time to wish for children?” to
which Kumar responded with a big
smile, “sometimes she drops great
pearls of wisdom from her mouth.”
Devi Maya is clearly a wise woman.
She knows that happiness, at the
end of the day, comes from giving
much of yourself in dedication to
a loved one. rl
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i

| will unashamedly admit, that while the un—abiding of traffic
rules in Bhutan and India can drive me nuts sometimes, in
Istanbul | found myself at home and realizing | had missed
this craziness in Europe.CHIMMI DOLKAR writes

urkey has always been on
my bucket list of travel
destinations. So when 1
got an Istanbul oppor-
tunity from the Interna-
tional Institute of Social Studies in
the Hague where I study, I didn’t
want to miss being in the world’s
only city that stands on two conti-
nents, Europe and Asia. And one
can’t blame Napoleon Bonaparte

for saying “If the earth was a single
state, Istanbul would be its capital.”
I was the only Bhutanese stu-
dent in the group and my only
Turkish connection has been
watching the ‘“Turkish Spa’ display
board while driving past Hong-
kong Market in Thimphu.
Despite the looming threat of
assignments and exams, I decided
to enjoy the seven days out of Eu-

()

THE BLUE MOSQUE
is visited by
people of all
religions

rope, with four great friends and
loads of fun.

Before the trip I went through
several travel books on Turkey, hop-
ing to download as much informa-
tion on Istanbul as I could. After
all, itis a far cry from Bhutan, and
my knowledge of this place was
limited to knowing it as a member
of the European Union or a place
where “East meets West.”
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We reached Istanbul around
midnight after a tiring five-hour
transit wait at Munich. It is a time
when most retire for the day leav-
ing the travelers of ungodly hours
to the mercy of unpredictable cab-
bies. Butin Istanbul, the taxi driv-
ers, it seems, weren’t done for the
day. With no taxi-meters we hag-
gled a good price to get to the city.
Since our time in Istanbul had back
to back meetings and workshops
nearly every day, we planned our
seven days meticulously, highlight-
ing the places we could not miss;
The Blue Mosque, the Topkapi Pal-
ace, the Ayasofya and the Grand
Bazaar topped the list.

Although Turkey is a member
of the EU, it is not like other Eu-
ropean destinations. It has many
elements to it, which reminded
me of how much more “Eastern”
it was, than “Western”. Europeans
don’t haggle, and they follow traf-
fic rules. The Istanbul traffic on
the other hand, had me thinking
of home - drivers with no respect
for traffic rules and people run-

ning across the streets even when
the lights turned green. It was so
un-European that in the beginning
my European friends were fraz-
zled and disoriented by the blar-
ing horns. But to me it seemed like
the office hour rush along Norzin
Lam had arrived.

Eventually, my friends seemed to
ease in and move with the flow. They
certainly seemed to learn that ‘when
in Rome...” and so like the rest, they
followed suit in breaking every traf-
fic rule by jay-walking and even
learning to negotiate their move-
ments with oncoming vehicles. I
particularly enjoyed the feeling of
once again ‘owning the road’, as
some pedestrians do back in Bhu-
tan, where the vehicles are com-
pelled to stop to give way to pigeons,
dogs, the occasional stray cow, and
the unperturbed pedestrian. After
Den Haag- Dutch for Hague- I will
unashamedly admit, that while the
un-abiding of traffic rules in Bhutan
and India can drive me nuts some-
times, in Istanbul I found myself at
home and realizing I had missed
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My European friends were
frazzled and disoriented
by the blaring horns. But
to me it seemed like the
office hour rush along
Norzin Lam had arrived



this craziness in Europe. For me
Istanbul, to put it straight, was like
“Delhi, 50 years from now”- the peo-
ple looked the same and the traffic
behaved the same. The world is re-
ally such a small place that people
are the same everywhere.

The Sultan Ahmed Mosque
called Sultanahmet Camii, in Tur-
key is more famously known as the
Blue Mosque because of its blue
interior tiles. The Mosque is to

many foreigners, what Taktsang is
to the world, its most prominent
landmark that defines Bhutan.
Given our limited leisure time it
was nice that this monument was
only a ten-minute-walk from our
hotel. A part of the six minarets
and eight domes could be seen
partially from the hotel seeming
to tease us with its partial view. In
the walk leading up to it we passed
several other smaller mosques; Is-

()

THE GATE
dividing two
continents

tanbul has many other mosques,
small and big allowing you to eas-
ily confuse yourself and have you
figuring out which is the real Blue
Mosque. We found ourselves pos-
ing in front of a few thinking it was
“The Blue Mosque” only to be told
that it was the wrong one.

The Blue Mosque was built
from 1609 to 1616 — probably
around the time Semtokha Dzong
was being built — by Sultan Ahmed
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WITH FRIENDS
The writer (in the
middle) with her
classmates

What has made the Mosque such
an attractive piece is probably be-
cause of its architectural features.
It sees the coming together of dis-
tinct features from the centuries
old Ottoman and the Byzantine
Church styles.

For students like us it was good
to know that the entrance to this
magnificent monument was free.
At the entrance we were provided
with a plastic bag to carry our shoes
and since we were women we were
told to cover our heads with a blue
shawl which they provided. Inside,
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the view was absolutely breathtak-
ing, the walls were painted with a
myriad of colors and the ceilings
had motifs intricately designed
with ceramic tiles of which there
are 20,000, all handmade. The ceil-
ings of the prayer area and the main
dome were awe inspiring- it brought
about an inner peace akin to what I
always experience when visiting our
very own Punakha Dzong.

Our largely chatty group be-
came quiet as we walked by the
walls adorned by 50 different tulip
designs. We walked around im-

Our largely chatty
group became quiet
as we walked by




mersing in the centuries old his-
tory of each tulip. It felt good to be
away from the traffic, the bustling
crowd and I found myself relishing
the coolness and respite from cam-
era toting tourists; myself included.

Our second highlight was the
Topkapi Palace, which is a short
stroll away from the Blue Mosque.
The Palace is enormous and it
would have taken us the whole
day to just cover it; what with its
4 courtyards, numerous Gates,
Kiosks, Privy Chambers, Harems,
Audience Halls, Gardens, and a

Circumcision Room. Built in the
15th century, the Palace was the
residence for the Ottoman Empire
for nearly 400 years. As a muse-
um today, the Palace attracts thou-
sands of visitors each day, all eager
to see the valuable collections of
jewelry , weapons, porcelain and
other treasures that are on display.
It is also a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site and is being described as
one of the best examples of palaces
of the Ottomon period.

The trip to Hagia Sofhia- Agaso-
fya, in Turkish meaning ‘Holy Wis-

()

DELIGHT
One cannot miss
the sweet stalls

dom’ was not successful since we
had to wait a long time to get in,
which we could not afford given
time constraints. It was a pity walk-
ing away from the once basilica,
then a mosque and now a muse-
um without getting to explore its
beauty. But our spirits were lifted
as we entered the Grand Bazaar,
one of the largest covered markets
in the world. The Grand bazaar is
like a miniature city in itself — bus-
tling with people, lights, noise and
the huge choice of great buys one
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Bosphorus River at night

can find. I wouldn’t call the goods
cheap since it depends on how
well you negotiate with shopkeep-
ers. I loved this place and if given
a choice, I would have spent the
whole day here. This to me, once
again showed how more Asian
than European, Turkey was. The
need to haggle convinced me even
more. My companions seemed to
enjoy watching me do my “Asian”
thing, bargaining for an intricately
decorated blue coloured hookah;
this, I am sure, is an art in itself
that must have existed from even
before the days the Blue Mosque
came into existence.

The boat ride across Bosphorus
River is something one should
also take. It is not as tumultuous
as our mountain rivers but more
meandering and serene. The river
is hugely significant because it lit-
erally divides Turkey from Europe,
making it the only country to reside
on two continents. I felt special on
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the boat ride- a Bhutanese at the
cusp of two continents, giving
me a weird feeling of being eve-
rywhere and nowhere at the same
time. Equally, my two Colombian
friends, who had never been to
Asia, were absolutely thrilled hav-
ing set foot on the Asian continent
for the first time, even more so
without the hassle of immigration
or visa formalities!

Although we could not visit all
the historical sites and many other
places, one thing worth mention-
ing is the Turkish Cuisine. It is
as important as its history. In our
seven days there we made it a point
to have something Turkish every
day. We always started off with
Turkish tea, served black with yu-
murtali ekmek or French toast,
spicy Turkish sausage and bread.
The exciting array of dishes ranged
from soups, pilafs, doner kebabs,
with amazing mezze and breads
followed by the ‘infamous’ Turkish

Since my trip was
organized by our
institute, I was
saved the trouble of
booking flights or
scouring for cheap
hotels.

R
©

By Flight
From The Hague
to Istanbul, tran-

sit at Munich
— Air Lufthansa

=)

Stay
Grand Onos.
Centrally located
20 minutes from
Blue Mosque and
15 minutes from
Grand Bazaar.
Price: €200-300
per person per
night.

)

Climate
Best time to
Travel - March &
April, October &
November — since
the temperature
is ideal — neither
too hot or cold.

delights— those sweet dishes can be
a taste of heaven for people with
a sweet tooth like me. We would
normally end the tiring day with
a glass of raki — an alcoholic bev-
erage that when mixed with water
turns milky white in color.

What I took from Istanbul are
memories of streets laden with
goods, aroma of spices, sticky
baklava and old men sitting lei-
surely while hookahs inside dark
tiny shops. With all the haggling
skills I displayed, I am now the
happy owner of a beautiful blue
hookah, even though it will never
be put to use — after all [ am back in
the land of Tobacco ban. Although
it sits on my mantelpiece, it still
serves a purpose, a reminder of a
wonderful trip with my friends to a
part of the world that I would have
otherwise never ventured over to
on my own.
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A Death

Karma Singye Dorji

There was a

muffled curse,
followed by the
report of a gun
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HE RAVEN shot across the sky like a tiny black missile. In the valley
far below, the small military transport vehicle with the gold snowflake
insignia of the Royal Guards careened in and out of the looping road in the
mountains, spilling gravel as it went. When it came to a sudden skidding
stop, the thick brown cloud of dust caught up with the open transport car,
making the uniformed men cough and flail their arms about in front of them.
There were four of them: A senior officer, a Colonel by rank, sitting in the backseat
flanked by two junior officers on either side of him. The Colonel was unarmed but the
other two officers wore standard-issue holstered handguns. The driver in the front was
impassive in the way that military men are trained not to betray emotion.
“You may step out of the car now, sir,” said the officer to the left of the Colonel as the
man to the Colonel’s right hurriedly swung a leg over the side of the car and stepped
out. The Colonel looked over at the man who had spoken, making a mental note of
the insolence in his voice. Then, he reached over to the back of the car to grab his
water canteen, and heaved over to the side of the vehicle and got out. The officer who
had spoken wore the three small flowers of a captain’s rank on the shoulders of his
uniform. He stepped out quickly as well, keeping his eyes on the Colonel’s back. Then,
coming around the back of the open car he hissed something fiercely at the other
officer. The Colonel, nearing the bushes, made out a few words carried on the wind.
“...It’s in the orders Lieutenant.” “But, sir...” “...No if, and, or buts, Lieut...”
Minutes later there were the splashing wet sounds of the kind that can only be made
by a man who has held his bladder too long. The two officers exchanged a look. Then,
the younger of the two officers drew his weapon out of its holstered case and walked
with quick, decisive steps toward the bushes, parted the tall clump of ferns, and
disappeared.
There was a muffled curse, followed by the report of a gun.
Overhead, the raven circled the sky and shrieked.

he Colonel never forgot the day when, so many years earlier, when he was still a
boy, his father had taken him to see the Amazing Spider-Woman at the traveling
fair.
Her eyes were black and kohl-lined and, on the middle of her forehead, she wore the
traditional vermilion dot. The rest of her body was a grotesquely flabby ball, like large
black overripe fruit. The big burlesque men with their glistening handlebar mustaches
and oily exposed torsos heaved tall wooden planks onto the stage and stood supporting
them, their muscles heaving with the effort.
The turbaned ringmaster strode about the stage in front of the audience with a loud
speaker shouting: “Come out, come out, and meet your admirers!” Suddenly, as a
shiver ran through the crowd, the bottom edge of the bright floral curtains closing
off the back of the stage moved tremulously and the low, squat, ugly catastrophe of
a living thing scurried across the dirty wood floor of the makeshift stage and, eyes
averted, scampered quickly up the wooden walls supported by the men with the
bicycle handlebar mustaches.
At the top she, it, or whatever it was, turned around and, balancing unsteadily, stared
at the crowd with large, liquid terrified eyes. Next to him the Colonel’s father shifted,
spat at the ground, and snarled: “Nothing crueler than the cruelty of the low-born!”
After that, his father took him to see the two-wheeled riders who entered a tall cone-
shaped tower, another rickety wooden structure held together only by ropes. Revving
the engines of their machines, the riders roared off at a thunderous pace whipping
round and round within the confines of the giant cone, spiraling up to the very top
until they were right under the noses of the gaping bystanders and screaming fans
standing on the wide viewing platform. The riders never fell, as if the wheels had been
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“ . magnetized, as if, like the Spider Woman, they, too, had been cursed by the ability to
Oh, I felt like a | ;¥ P ’ yihe iy

defy gravity.
trapped sparrow | |
The Colonel’s father took him next to the Candy Man. The old man was frail and wore

ClOS ed m by round wire-rimmed eyeglasses with nothing about him to impress a young boy of

11. But the thick dirty strap around the old man’s neck supported a square glass box
those g ray and of otherworldly delrifgyhts. Il’zwas filled to the brim with pinll)g,) purple, Shite afild green
heavy Wall S ” cotton candy puffs that looked like large indented magical fruit. To the end of his days

the Colonel would remember the sweet musical sounds of the old man’s tiny brass
bell, the calling card he used to announce himself to the townspeople. The Candy Man
was appropriately reverent to the Colonel’s father. He dipped his head respectfully,
joined palms at the chest and handed the boy many generous puffs of the multi-
colored candy in paper cones deftly rolled from old newsprint. When the father tried
to pay him for the treat, the Candy Man held out his hand, and palm facing out, shook
it vigorously from si