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Abstract: In the summer of 2012, Qinghai Provincial Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Archaeology, the Center for Tibetan Studies
and the Department of Archaeology at Sichuan University organized
a cooperative archaeological team to conduct a survey of four
Buddhist cliff carvings in the Leb 'khog valley of Yu shul, Qinghai
Province. The second site, named Dbus nag byon pa, consists of five
groups of negative lined carvings combined with Tibetan inscriptions
including scenes of the monkey offering honey to the Buddha, the
Buddha’s birth, his teaching, his descent from the heaven of the
thirty-three, his nirvana and so on. In the middle of the site, there is a
28-line Tibetan inscription of the 'Phags pa bcom ldan 'das ma shes rab
Qyi pha rol du phyin pa’l snying po (Group C) and there is a Tibetan
inscription of the Tshe dpag du myed pa’l mdo sde (Group B) to its lower
left. This paper provides a transcript based on an on-site reading and
a Chinese translation of the inscription. To determine the filiation of
the text of this inscription, we compared the different Tibetan and
Chinese “editions” of this sttra found in old Dunhuang manuscripts
and in the Buddhist canons. This stone carved sutra is a concise
version; only the mantra (sngags) section is intact, with other sections
missing or simplified. It is estimated that the inscription dates to the
first half of the ninth century and belongs to the so-called Middle Old
Tibetan period. This stone carved Tshe dpag du myed pa’i mdo sde
provides one more important version of this satra of the Tibetan
imperial period.
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