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research project entitled “Building Nationalism in Inner Asia:

The Empowerment of the Tibetan Revolution at the
beginning of the twentieth century,” funded by the French Agency for
Research (Grant ANR-21-CE27-0025; March 2022-February 2026). The
geographical setting of the project encompasses the three regions of
Greater Tibet—Central Tibet (U-Tsang), Amdo in the north-east and
Kham in the east—and the Inner Asian countries, mainly Mongolia
and Buryatia. The project aims to analyze the context of the 1911
Chinese Revolution in Tibet and Inner Asia from multi-faceted
perspectives. This period of Sino-Tibetan relations is particularly
important because it determines the end of the privileged relationship
that linked the Tibetan hierarchs to the emperors of China, generally
described as “spiritual master to lay protector” (Tib. mchod yon;
whereby, in exchange for Buddhist teachings, religious hierarchs
benefitted from the emperors’ protection). The project covers roughly
two decades from 1901, marked by a Russo-Tibetan rapprochement,
through 1918, when the last Manchu and Chinese officials and soldiers
left Tibet. The research is based not only on archival documents, but
also on published and unpublished accounts, reports, and diaries left
by participants, observers, and protagonists, including Tibetan and
foreign clerics, diplomats, military officers, government officials, and
travelers. The project’s goal is to understand these critical years from
the perspectives found in their writings in Tibetan, Mongolian,
Russian, and Chinese, all adding context to official narratives.

In addition to publications disseminating the project’s scientific
research and outcomes, documents and information collected are
indexed in databases specific to the project and developed on several
platforms—Zotero, Heurist, and Opentheso. When available these
searchable databases will make accessible the personal names,
toponyms, and political concepts encountered in the vast array of
multi-lingual sources dating from the late 19th and early 20th centuries
and utilized by project members during their research. Each cross-
referenced entry includes variants in multiple languages and scripts,
as well as contextual details. This includes a comprehensive
bibliography collected in the process of researching and writing
conducted under the auspices of the project, available at
(https:/ /natinasia.hypotheses.org/). The development of these
databases gave rise to numerous discussions among project members
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with the participation of Béatrice Jaluzot, Rémi Chaix, Vincent
Paillusson, and Bruno Morandiere. The project benefited greatly from
the expertise of Rémi Chaix, who set up the architecture of the
databases. Xénia de Heering incremented them and catalogued and
standardized the data. Her scrupulous analysis of lexicology greatly
facilitated the production of this special issue, for which I am
extremely grateful. I would like to thank them all.

The articles in this special issue were presented and discussed at a
workshop organized in December 2022, at the Maison de 1’ Asie, Paris.
The guest editors and contributors would like to express their sincere
thanks to the peer reviewers who play a fundamental role in the
collective life of research, anonymously sharing their skills and
knowledge.
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