SRRAERY As g EapseEy
Qq’naa'gqﬂ'iaﬁ«qu{q'&Q'ﬁé'atq
Byang bdag bkra shis stobs rgyas kyi rtogs brjod kun
bzang thugs rje'i zlos gar la thog ma'i dbye zhib

Sk
gTsang phrug sTobs lags

(N'{ﬁr\'@'&té’ﬁm)
(Sarah College for Higher Tibetan Studies)

Summary

Fig. 1 — Painting representing bKra shis stobs rgyas
on a mural in sMin grol gling Monastery, Tibet.

==x3n this paper titled A First Analytical Study on A Play of
i iKﬁntuzangpo’s Compassion, a Biography of the Northern Lord
== bKra shis stobs rqgyas, gTsang phrug sTobs lags presents a short
analysis of the biography of bKra shis stobs rgyas (1550-1603), a

gTsang phrug sTobs lags, “Byang bdag bkra shis stobs rgyas kyi rtogs brjod kun bzang thugs rje'i
zlos gar la thog ma'i dbye zhib”, Revue d’Etudes Tibétaines, no. 81, Février 2026, pp. 207-223.
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prominent master of the Northern Treasures, critically examines the
context of the biography, and identifies several personalities,
monasteries, and places associated with bKra shis stobs rgyas
referenced in the biography.

The article begins with the assertion that the most exhaustive
biography of bKra shis stobs rgyas currently available, A Play of
Kiintuzangpo’s Compassion (Kun bzang thugs rje’i zlos gar), was authored
by ‘Brug pa Sangs rgyas rdo rje (1569-1645) in 1636 at rDo rje Brag and
sNa phu chos lung at the behest of bKra shis stobs rgyas’s son, Rig
"dzin Ngag gi dbang po (1580-1639), and his daughter, Don yod chos
skyong. Since the manuscript of the biography written in semi-cursive
('khyug ma tshugs) contains some archaic orthographic forms like lang
tso, nyam 'gyur and go ca instead of the more standard forms lan g mtsho,
nyams ‘gyur, and go cha, the author of this article thinks that it is very
old.

According to gTsang phrug sTobs lags, there are three main parts
in the biography: The first primarily concerns the tale of bKra shis
stobs rgyas’s past lives; the second, with ten chapters, chronicle bKra
shis stobs rgyas’s life; and the third mostly addresses the question of
the locations and figures associated with bKra shis stobs rgyas.
Utilizing sources such as autobiography of Rig ‘dzin Padma "phrin
las’s (1642-1717) and personal connections in Ngam ring, Tibet, the
author endeavors to determine the exact locations of historical
monasteries including gSang sngags theg mchog gling, a Nyingma
monastery founded by bKra shis stobs rgyas, and Nub dgon don grub
gling. He also identifies the IHa sa rdzong pa, bKra shis stobs rgyas’s
mother’s home and a very influential family in the region who had
close relationship with the House of Sa skya. Some important place
names such as Zur tsho lha ri gnam rdzong (situated in today’s gNya’
lam district), the famous Mt. (Ri) Kun tu gzigs which is said to be
prophesied in the Northern Treasure prophecies, and Bar phug rong,
a birth place of Ba ri lo tsa ba (1040-1111).

In his conclusion, sTobs lags evaluates the sources utilized by Sangs
rgyas rdo rje for the composition of A Play of Kiintuzangpo's
Compassion, which includes the autobiography of bKra shis stobs
rgyas, referenced by others as Dharma King bKra shis stobs rQyas’s
Autobiography In Verse (Chos rgyal bkra shis stobs rQyas rqyi rang rnam
tshigs bcad ma). However, gTsang phrug sTobs lags, while drawing
upon Sangs rgyas rdo rje’s work and additional sources, posits that the
title of bKra shis stobs rgyas’s autobiography in the form of verse may
be A Play of Magical Illusion (sGyu "phrul drwa ba'i rol mo).

The author of this work also inquires why A Play of Kiintuzangpo's
Compassion is absent from both the 2015 Byang gter Collection and Sangs
rgyas rdo rje’s collected work. He speculates that the omission of this
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biography in both editions may stem from a subtle reservation
regarding the biography itself within the Kagyti and Nyingma schools,
attributed primarily to the historical animosity between bKra shis
stobs rgyas and the gTsang pa kings on the one hand, and Sangs rgyas
rdo rje’s close association with the gTsang pa ruler Karma bsTan
skyong dbang po (r. 1620-1642), whose biography is also written by
the same scholar, on the other hand.
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