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Counseling
Service

drferes Basic Counseling Training

Training Cognitive Behavior Therapy(CBT)
Child parent relationship Therapy(CPRT)
Positive Discipline
Effective Communication skills and

KIEGIcEagl Stress Management(Creative Movement Therapy-CMT)
PRIHHES Grief Management
Orientations Positive Discipline
Mothers Capacity Building Training
Sex and Sexuality
How to identity psychological problems among children
Effective parenting
Self esteem improvement
Life skills
Adjustment
Need Based(on demand) packages

Observation project for children (Behavioral,
Emotional, physical and psychosocial aspects)

How to identify psychological problems

as a teacher and staff

Dealing/or teacher students interpersonal relationship
specially children with different challenges

Stress management program for Teachers

and support staff
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CLASSROOM
Prem Phyak

Give a task,

let the students speak

Students seem to feel grammar classes are dry and monotonous. Many teachers
simply explain the grammar rules rather than involve the students in any form
of real interaction. By doing so, we are making the learning of grammar more
difficult for students. Moreover, we are making them passive learners.

s part of my teaching duty | observe more than

thirty student-teachers during their practicum
classes every year; and | provide feedback to the
student-teachers in order to help make their teach-
ing more effective. | have found most student-
teachers have good classroom delivery with strong
content knowledge. For example, | have observed
many of the student-teachers introduce William
Wordsworth’s poem “My Heart Leaps Up When
| Behold...” They provide good biographic details
about Wordsworth. They explain his writing style
and the topic by giving reference to his past work.
However, | have rarely found these student-teach-
ers involving their students in group or pair discus-

sions, or asking questions in order to encourage
their students to think critically about the poem.

| have also observed secondary and higher sec-
ondary classes where the teacher spends the entire
lesson (45 minutes) explaining the rules of where
prepositions ‘in’ ‘on’ and ‘at’ are used. Students in
these classrooms listen to lectures by the teacher.
The students appear to lack enthusiasm due to the
confusing examples and rules of the grammar. When
asked, the teachers commenting on their own class
say that they feel more comfortable when students
remain quiet and simply listen to them rather than
when the learners interact with each other.

Do students learn English if they remain si-
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lent? Do they develop their critical thinking skills if
teachers spoon-feed them without engaging them
in classroom discussion and allowing for interac-
tion? Does language teaching mean more teacher-
talk and less student-talk? How can we as teachers
engage the learners in classroom interaction while
teaching English? These are the major issues | will
discuss in this article. | argue that by giving a ‘task’,
not lecture, we can promote student participation
in the classroom, which ultimately enhances their
critical thinking skills.

What is a task?

A ‘task’ is an activity which promotes interaction
among students by focusing on the meaning or
message of language (Willis, 1996; Ellis, 2003). A
task can be, for example, filling-in an application
form, composing an e-mail message, drawing a
street map according to instructions, or showing
the differences between two pictures. In order to
accomplish the task, students have to communi-
cate sufficiently with their classmates in the class-
room. While communicating in a group or in pairs
students focus on the negotiation of meaning, i.e.
they use different strategies such as comprehen-
sion checks, clarification requests and confirmation
checks (Ellis, 2003). For example, instead of giving
a long lecture about a poem, a teacher can ask stu-
dents to read the poem aloud in groups, write their
own interpretations and let the students present
in the classroom. In this process the students work
together, which provides opportunities for them
to interact with each other by focussing on ‘mean-
ing’. In general, a task should have a purpose and
involve a variety of thinking processes, a context in
which the task takes place, and a product or result
of thinking and doing the task.

Form or meaning?

A form is a grammatical structure which allows
students to construct correct sentences. Students
construct a sentence with past simple tense using
the past form of verbs, for example. In this sense,
even sentences like John killed a stone, Anita kissed
a stone seem grammatically correct since they “fit”
the structure of the past simple tense. However,
the sentences are not understandable in a real-
life situation. This indicates that teaching students
English only to use the correct form makes no
sense when they have to engage in real-life com-
munication. Considering the teaching of grammar
equivalent to the teaching of the English language
in our context (still the dominating belief) has, |
think, diminished students’ potential to use Eng-
lish in real-life situations. If we are focusing only on

grammar we are making students just followers of
rules, making them passive and not helping them
generate ideas.

Against this backdrop, giving a task not only en-
gages students in interaction in the classroom, but
also bridges the gap between a real-life context
and the classroom situation (Nunan, 2004). We
can ask students to interact in pairs in order to find
out about a frightening moment they have experi-
enced, to draw a picture to illustrate that moment
and then show the picture to other students in the
classroom. By doing so, the students not only use
English to explain and learn about the details of
what, when, where and how the event occurred,
but also explore and use language appropriate for
real communication.

Focused tasks

A task is not only useful for student interaction,
but for teaching grammatical items as well. Teach-
ers can provide different types of tasks in order to
make the teaching of grammar effective and in-
teractive. Research studies, and my experience as
well, suggest most children do not enjoy learning
grammar in the classroom. Students seem to feel
grammar classes are dry and monotonous. Many
teachers simply explain the grammar rules rather
than involve the students in any form of real inter-
action. By doing so, we are making the learning of
grammar more difficult for students. Moreover, we
are making them passive learners.

We can design different tasks to make gram-
mar teaching/learning a more positive experi-
ence. For example, we can give a story comple-
tion task in which students work together in a
group to explore a story by asking each other
guestions. By doing this students learn how to use
wh-questions (e.g. Where does the boy/girl come
from?), do/auxiliary questions (e.g. Do they eat
meat? Are they laughing?) along with many more
structures. In the same way, instead of describing
a picture teachers can ask students to show the
differences between two similar pictures in order
to teach the students how to form wh-questions,
negatives, yes/no questions and so on.

Learning critically

Many teachers believe learning the English lan-
guage means only to listen, speak, read and write
in English. However, such a concept may not nec-
essarily promote the thinking skills of the students.
In order to develop the students’” communicative
ability, we ask students to listen to and read an
English text and then ask questions just to check
whether the students understood the text. Teach-
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CLASSROOM

‘| only want to enjoy my childhood, ma’

® Inumella Sesikala

Amma, | don’t want to go to school.

| am just a child, Ma. | want someone to tell
me stories and teach me. | want to watch tad-
poles and butterflies and know what they eat,
where they sleep. | want to climb a hill and catch
a cloud to see what it is made of.

| want to wait with my hands in the stream
and feel the fish swimming.

| want to run with the puppies, sing with the
birds, and play with paper-boats in the rain.

| want to lie down on the soft green grass and
hear the wind whisper.

Only then | want to learn more about them
from the printed word.

Only after my imagination is fired, my thirst to
know more has begun, a seed of ‘Why?’ is plant-
ed in my brain.

Amma, | feel trapped in the prison-like class-
room. | feel my spirit slowly weakening with the
monotonous teaching. Often, when | ask a basic
question our teachers say, “No time for all that.
Let us finish the syllabus.”

| get tired of studying just for marks without
pausing to truly understand.

| want to go to the museum with my class-
mates and hear my teacher explain the stories of
the artefacts.

| want plenty of nature trips where real Biol-
ogy classes would be held.

| want to see colourful videos of volcanic
eruptions and deep-sea dwellings.

| want our whole school to visit together the
historic and cultural places in my city.

| want to learn astronomy after looking
through a telescope once.

ers provide students with a particular exponent
and ask them to use it in a piece of conversation
following a model. Such a teaching method may
not encourage students to be independent learn-
ers and thinkers.

Many teachers evaluate students’ performance
on the basis of whether the students provide “the
right answer”. Those who provide the right answer
are supposed to be better than those who do not.
But we never analyse why students do not under-
stand and/or why they are not motivated to read
and listen to a text. Teachers rarely ask students

Yo | Rias m ASRR 088

| don’t want to just read them in my text-
books; | want to see, hear, touch, smell and taste
whatever | can. | want to experience.

Why can’t the school make at least one such
trip every year?

And, | cannot stoop down anymore to carry
my school sack. My back is ready to break. Why
should I carry all the books everyday? Why can’t
we have only two subjects per day? Or, why don’t
we have lockers like in the Western schools?
And, why should | squeeze in that over-crowded
auto?

But, Amma, growing up no longer seems to
be fun. | see only more of homework, winter
projects, summer classes, weekly tests, monthly
tests, quarterly, half-yearly and annual exams,
external competitive exams, more tests, more
competitions, more pressure, more stress...

When can | sing, paint, dance, swim, or cy-
cle?

When | can just play cricket or even hide-and-
seek?

What happened to that minimum sleep that
you always say a child needs?

Why should | always study, study?

Amma, | am scared of increasing atrocities by
untrustworthy teachers, ragging-raving seniors,
acid-loving nuts, perverted adults...

Ma, right now, | don’t want to be a doctor,
engineer or anything else.

| just want to feel safe and secure, play and
learn without any stress before | become an
adult like you.

| only want to enjoy my childhood, Ma.

The Hindu, 2000 - 2009

why they answered as they did.

Many teachers do not encourage their students
to interact with the text and their friends in the
classroom. Instead of involving the students in do-
ing tasks that encourage them to analyse, discuss,
debate, question and synthesize the ideas given in
the text into students’ own socio-cultural contexts,
teachers try to influence the students with their
own interpretations. Instead of trying to influence
the students with the teacher’s interpretation, we
can encourage students to develop their own inter-
pretation. For example, if a text is about Women in



America, we can ask students to read the text and
discuss a comparison with the position of women
in Nepal. We can ask the students to discuss how
the beliefs and attitudes towards women in Ameri-
ca and Nepal are different. This can be done in the
pairs or small groups. Topics including education,
the economy and politics are some of the issues
students can be encouraged to discuss, again in
pairs or small groups. Such tasks not only promote
collaborative learning skills (Golub, 1988) but also
involve the students in the critical thinking process
and promote independent learning.

However, there are some crucial points to be
considered in designing a task. The foremost point
is the language level of the students. For begin-
ners, we can give simple tasks such as describing
pictures, following instructions, grouping objects,
and gap filling. In such tasks we encourage stu-
dents to generate a variety of ideas rather than say
this is right and that is wrong. While asking ques-
tions (e.g. why do you think so?), students need to
be able to express their own ideas in a comfortable
environment, one that encourages the students to
express their ideas in English. However, some stu-
dents may not be able to express their ideas fluent-
ly. In that context, teachers should help by facilitat-
ing the expression process as opposed to overtly
correcting the students. If we encourage students
to ask questions and express agreement and/or
disagreement with the ideas given in the text and
that of the teacher, the students can develop skills
to be independent learners.

Designing a ‘Task’

Most task-based lessons involve three logical
stages: pre-task, during task and post-task (Willis,
1996). In the pre-task stage, teachers and students
plan a task collaboratively, and become familiar
with what they are going to do. This is the stage
groups are formed and teachers give instruction
to the students. Moreover, teachers can provide
models in order to familiarise students with the
types of activities they are doing to accomplish the
task, and decide whether the purpose of the task is
to teach form (grammar) or content.

In the second stage students are involved in
doing the task. There are different options for per-
forming the task depending on the need of the stu-
dents and the complexity of the task. Usually young
children need close guidance and input from the
teacher, whereas older students can work more
independently. In this stage, teachers can provide
necessary information in order to make their task
more outcome-oriented. In the same way, teach-
ers can limit the time of the task completion so

that the students can focus on the specific activi-
ties. During the whole process, working in a group,
students consolidate different ideas to complete
the task.

In the post-task stage, students are provided a
chance to repeat the performance of the task in
groups or individually, reflect on how the task was
accomplished and raise awareness on the gram-
matical form. The students look back and analyse
how the task was performed, who played what
roles and what problems occurred during the task.

Conclusion

By engaging in tasks, students can develop three
important skills: cooperation, communication and
critical thinking. The studies have also shown that
a task can integrate four language skills and en-
gages learners in ‘cognitive processes’ (e.g. select-
ing, classifying, and reasoning) in order to achieve
a fixed ‘outcome’. However, the designing of a
task requires rigorous planning on the part of the
teacher in order to ensure that the task focuses on
meaning (not on form), has a fixed outcome and
reflects authentic use of language (real-life lan-
guage).

A task should also be appropriate for the socio-
cultural context, learning practices and expecta-
tions of teaching/learning English in Nepal. We as
teachers have to design the tasks which utilize local
contexts and students are familiar with, so that the
students can negotiate with classmates in learning
English actively. Thus instead of planning what we
are going to say about a particular text or an activity,
we need to plan what activities or tasks (related to
the lesson) can be conducted in the classroom. !

(Acknowledgements to Gretchen Coppedge and Laxman Gnawali for
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* Pay salary in cash?

* Intend to reduce salary disbursement
burden?

* Keep vour cash idly in cash box?

® Struggle, sometimes, in managing fund for
galary disbursement?

If Yes. Then, you need Kist Salary Solutions,

an extension of Kist Udvamshil Karza,

Facility exclusively for schools and colleges with owerdraft facility

Staffs of schools and colleges can open savings accounts with rero balance
and Interest Rate of 6.25% p.a. on dalty balance

Free ABBS facility and Debit Card
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